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INTRODUCTION. 



iNoTHING hath more diftingUifhed the teign^ 
of his prefent Majefty, than the liberality with which 
he hath encouraged the ardour of nautical difcovery* 
— ^Although the voyages of other European nations 
have greatly increafed our knowledge of the globe, yet 
as thefe were generally undertaken (fome late voyages 
of the French excepted) from views either of am- 
bition or avarice, the improvement of fcience, and 
of geography, was but a fecondary confideration ; 
—it is not, therefore, to be wondered that the fub-i 
jeft ftill remained imperfefl:, overclouded by doubt 
and uncertainty. — ^To diffipate thefe clouds, to re- 
move exifting errors, and to render what was dubi- 
ous demonftrably clear, became highly intefefting 
to almoft every nation ; and Europe, with eyes of 
admiration, beheld this important objeft not only 
undertaken, but to a furptizing degree executed, by 
the fpirit and abilities of Great Britain, 

The exploring untraverfed oceans, in fpite of 
every danger that could menace, or difmay- — the dif- 

} covering 



vi INTRODUCTION. 

covering multitudes of iflands, and of people, whofe 
exiftence was not known before — and the fame of 
fixing the geography of the Southern World, were 
the noble fruits of this bold and hazardous enter- 
prize ; which will remain to fucceeding ages, a mo- 
nument of the zeal and patronage of George the 
Third. 

Under fuch aufpices, and under fuch navigator? 
as- this bufmefe'Was confided to, with each fuperadded 
affiftance in the various fciences, what was there not 
to be h ped ? — And it certainly, in no fmall degree, 
added to the fpirit of the undertaking, that fuch an 
unexampled charafter .as Mr. (now Sir Joseph) 
Banks voluntarily accompanied Captain Cook.— - 
As long as the hidory of that time fhall exift> it will 
ftamp the higheft honour on his name, to have, in 
the prime of youth,, facrificed the blandifliments of 
a noble fortune, to his ardour for information and 
fcience, without fhrlnking at the perils he might en- 
counter from untried feas, and coafls that had never 
been explored. — And it equally refleQs the higheft 
credit on his difceniing country ; who, emulous to 
•acknowledge the debt fhe owed his merit, feized the 
earliell opportunity, after his return, to make him 
President of the Royal Society; afituationthe 
in oft, honourable and diftinguiflied (he could offer a 
perfon of his genius and purfuits ; where ftill, with 
the fame ardour, he promotes her Fame, the zealous 
and liberal Patron of learning and of fcience. 

'The 
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The relations of thefe feveral voyages having ex- 
cited a great fpirit of enquiry, and awakened an 
eager curiofity to every thing that can elucidate the 
hiftory of mankind, I flatter myfelf, that no apology 
is neceflary for my bringing forward the following 
Work, whofe Novelty and Authenticity will, I truft, 
infure it a favourable reception. 

The iflands which I am about to defcribe were 
not difcovered in confequence of any premeditated 
defign ; the India packet, which Captain Wilson 
commanded, being in a tempeft wrecked on their 
coaft; and it is folely to the benevolent charafter of 
their inhabitants, we owe the fafe return of our 
countrymen, that compofed the creW of the Ante- 
lope ; — by the means of whom I am enabled to lay 
before the Public an account of this fiqgular peopk. 

Nothing can be more interefting to Man than 
the hiftory of Man. The navigators of the diflfer- 
ent ages have piftured to us our own fpecies in a 
variety of lights. — ^The manners of civilized nations 
bear a ftrong refemblance to each other ; it is the 
vices or virtues of individuals, that create^ any ge- 
neral diftinfltion; — -whereas in countries, which 
fcience, or the gentler arts, have never reached, we 
obferve a wonderful difparity ; fome are found un- 
der that darknefs and abfolute barbarifm, from the 
fight of which humanity gladly turns afide j— whilft 
others, unaided, unaflifted, but by mere natural good 
/enfe, have not only emerged from this gloomy 
. * fliad^. 
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fhade, but nearly attained that order, propriety, and 
good conduft, which conftitute the eflence of real 
civilization.— *-It is by very flow degrees, and through 
long periods of intervening ages, that nations, now 
the moft polifhed, have arrived at their prefent ftate. 
•^The mind of inquifitive man, too eager after 
knowledge which his limited faculties can never 
reach, often idly a(ks — Wherefore all thefe 'varied 
gradations in human exijlence t But bis queftion will 
remain for ever unanswered, and he mufl: content 

^ himfelf with being fatisfied that the ways of P^rovi- 
DENCE are conduced with ufterring wifdom, to an- 
fwer purpofes beyond mortal comprehenfion. — ^He 
will be far more wifely employed in feeling, with be- 
coming gratitude, that he was not deftin^d himfelf 
to be an inhabitant of Terra del Fuego, or ta 
add one to the number of the forlorn favages of 
the Northern Pole, 

There is one queftion, indeed, and a very impor-^ 
tant one, which poffibly may, at fome future period, 
be fuccefsfully inveftigated ; — how all the numerous 
iflands, lately difcovered, as well as the multitude of 
others, that are fcattered through various parts of the 
vafl ocean, were originally peopled ? — ^This fubje£t, 
which opens a wide field for conjefture to range 
over, hath already exercifed the abilities of the in- 

• genious — and, if ever fatisfaftorily afcertained, can- 

not fail to throw many interefting lights on the hif- 
tory of mankind. 

The 
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The prefent account of the Pelew Iflands, I have 
jJready obferved, was offered to the Public under 
the double claim of Novelty and Authenticity. It is 
therefore incumbent on me to mention on what 
ground thefe claims are fupported. 

The iflands in queftion were probably firft noticed 
by fome of the Spaniards of the Philippines, and 
by them named the Palos Islands ; the tall palm^ 
trees, which grow there in great abundance, having 
at a diftance the appearance of marts of (hips *• — 
That this was the origin of their iiame is rendered 
ftill more probable, as the Spaniards gave the lame 
appellation to all the numorous iflands of this Archi- 
pelago, the far greater part of which are now known 
by the name of the New Carolines. 

In the Lettres Edijiantes et Curieufes^ written by the 
Jefuit Mijftonaries^ may be found feveral letters, 
which, from their titles, feem to have a reference to, 
and which might be thought to relate to the clufter 
of iflands which are the fubje^t of the prefent Work ; 
but whoever perufes them, with attention, will in- 
ftantly fee that they relate folely to the New Caro- 
lines, which were difcovered about the year 1696^ 
as may be feen by the letter of Father Paul Clain, 
dated from Manilla^ loih of June 1697 t* — ^^^ ^\tn 
the accounts given by hitn of the New Carolines, 

* Palosy in the Spanl/b language, BaiUlcally applied, denoting: * 

a nraft. * 

f Lettres Edifiantes et CurUufes^ vol. i. page J 12. 

were 
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were not in confequence of any Spaniards having' 
been there, but merely fuch as he had received from 
fomeof their inhabitants, who, venturing too far to 
fea, had been driven by a ftormtoone of the Phi- 
lippines. In confequence of this knowledge of the 
New Carolines, a fhip, called the Holy Trinity, 
was, in 17 lo*, fitted out at Manilla^ by order of 
Philip V. to carry two MifTionaries, les Peres Du- 
beron and Cortil^, thither j who arriving off 
SoNsoROL, one of the Carolines, the two Miflio- 
naries would go on Ihore in the chaloupe, to fix the 
Crofs, againft the opinion of Con Padilla, the 
Captain, who, as he could find no anchorage, difTuad- 
ed them ftroifgly from the attempt. — As the veflel 
then, after cruizing about for feveral days, to 
wait their return, could not, on account of the 
winds and currents, remain any longer on the ftation, 
the reverend Fathers were never heard of more. 
Another vefiel was fent from the fame place, fome 
time after, to further the miffion, which it was fup- 
pofed the two former Jefuits had begun ^ but it- 
foundered at fea, and all on board perifhed f , except 
one Indian, who at lad got back to Manilla with 
the melancholy news. 

In 1721, another boat, belonging to one of the 
Carolines, with twenty-four people in it, was driven 
by force of winds to Guahan, one of the Mari- 

* Lettres Edtfiantes et Curteufes^ vol. xi, p:ige 75. 
•}• Do, vol. xvl. pag^e 368. 

ANNES, 
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ANNEsJ, as appears by the ktter of Pere Jeaic 
Antoine Cantova, dated Aganda, in March 
1722. — ^Thefe ftrangers being detained a confider- 
able time, Le Pere Cantova tells us, that he en- 
deavoured to acquire fome knowledge of their lan- 
guage, that he might the better inform himfelf of 
their country. 

In this letter, which contains fuller information 
than any of the others, he telJs us, he underftood from 
the natives that this Archipelago was divided inK> 
five provinces ; and that the Pelew Islands confti- 
tuted thejifih province, or divifion ; but thefe (Iran- 
gers, who gave him this intelligence, faid, they had 
no communication with the people of this province, 
adding, that they were inhuman andfavage ; that both 
men and women were entirely naked^ and fed upon hw- 
mn flejh ; that the inhabitants of the Carolines 
looked on them with horror^ as the enemies of mankind ^ 
and with whom they held it dangerous to have any in- 
terdourfe. 

• This is the only mention I find of the Pelew peo- 
ple, and a dreadful pifture it is of barbarous life j 
but the natives of the Carolines evidently knew 
nothing of them, but that ihey exided at a confider- 
able diftance from themfelves ; and probably the no- ^ 
tion which they entertained, of their being cannibals, 

t Do, vol. XTiII. piige 1 88» 

prevented 



xu iNTRODUCTIOir^ 

|)revented their ever having any communication with 
them *. * 

To FouR.FTFTHs of thcfc iflands, which accident 
had now brought the Spaniards acquainted with, they 
foon gave the name of the Hew Carolines j but 
as the Miflionaries, who had unqueftionably been 
well informed of the poverty and nakednefs of them, 
apprehended that they were never likely to become 
an objeft worthy of the attention of the Spanijh mo- 
narch, they were therefore, neatly from this period, 
neglefted.; and even to this day little more is known 
of them, than that they occupy a certain fpace on 
thefurface of the globe. — ^But the Fifth divifion of 
them, faf diftant from the reft, and inhabited by 
\ people who were "branded with the imputation of 
being inhuman^ favage^ and enemies of mankind^ were, 
in confequence, never fince enquired, after j and, 
though laid down in fome late charts, under their 
original SpaniJI^ appellation of the Palos iflands, 
have continued till now in total obfcurity. — ^They 
have, it is true, been feen, at different times, by fhips 

* Le P'ere Cantova fays, that this account is conformable ta 
the relation of Father Bernard MEsshA (probably another Mif- 
fionary) ; but where xhh relation Is to be found, I know not, hav- 
ing In vain fearched for it. I therefore fuppofe k has not bectt 
publifhed, though poffibly may be preferved among the manufcript 
records of the Propaganda at Rome. — ^Wherever It be. It could 
only be collected from fuch vague evidence as Cantova's ; who 
washirafelf, a (hoit time- after, killed hy the people of the Card* 

i»lHES» 

making 
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making the JEq/lem paflage to and from China 
againft the mon/oom ; yet no one appears to have ever 
landed there, or to have had any intercourfe with the 
inhabitants ; nor have they lain in the track of any 
of the circumnavigators; Capjtain Carteret, in 
his courfe, approached them the neareft. 

From the above obfervations, and the great afto- 
nifliment which the natives of Pelew difcovered on 
feeing white people j it feems beyond a doubt that the 
crew of the Antelope were the firft Europeans who 
had ever landed on thefe iflands ; and it feems equal- 
ly certain, that their neareft neighbours in the adjoin- 
ing Archipelago knew nothing of them, — I therefore 
feel fome fatisfadion in being the inftrument of in. 
troducing tp the world a new people ;^^^znd a far grea- 
ter one, in having the means in my power, of vindi- 
eating their injured charafters from the imputation 
of thofe favage manners which ignorance alone had 
afcribed to them; for I am confident that every 
Reader, when he has gone through the prefent ac- 
count of them with attention, will be convinced that 
thefe unknown natives of Pelew, fo far from difr 
p^acingy live an ornament to human nj^^ue- 

The part I have taken in this Work originated from 
my knowledge of Captain Wilson's veracity, and 
from my being highly interefted with the account he 
gave of the inhabitants of thefe iflands, which was fo 
happily illuftrated by the good fenfe and amiable 
naanners of the young Prince Lee Boo, whom, at th? 

King 



xiv INTRODUCTION. 

King his father's requeft, he had brought with him 
to England. 

I frequently. mentioued to my valuable friend, Mr. 
Brooke Watson, Cthrough whom I had firft been 
acquainted with Captain Wij^son^ that I thought the 
whole chain of events, following the lofs of the An- 
telope, well merited the public eye, wifhing him to 
fubmit the matter to his friend's confideration ;— 
but, after three quarters of a year, I perceived that 
the Captain's own affairs, his natural diffidence, and 
probably his inexperience in preparing propel ly fuch 
a work, rendered him little difpofed to the undertak- 
ing — ^and, as he was then preparing to go out i^gain 
to India, the account \yas in dailger of being totally 
loft. 

Struck as I was with the relation of the virtues ancj 
charafter of the natives of thefe iflands— rfenfible how 
foon oral teftimony is beyond recovery, and the re- 
cords of memory effaced by the events or cafualties 
of life — ^I felt anxious to refcue thefe difcoveries from 
Hiding into oblivion, and to preferve them to th^ 
curiofity and information of the Public ; I therefore 
engaged a volunteer in the bufinefs, propofing to 
Mr. Watson, that, if his friend Captain Wilson 
would give me his journals and papers, and procure 
me all the living teftimonies then in England, 
/ I would myfelf undertake the work j — on this con* 
dition, that the labour fliould be mine, the advan- 
tage Captain Wilson's, 

After 
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After I had, with great attention, gone over all the 
journals and papers, and tranfcribed them, the bet- 
ter to fix them in my memory, and to direft my 
future enquiries, I had the benefit of a reference, 
both to Captain Wilson and his fon, during their 
ftay in England, for what further or fuller infor- 
mation I required ; and, after the Captain's depar- 
ture, I bad alfo, in the beginning of 1786, whilfl: 
the fafts were recent, the affiftance and information 
of fuch of his officers as remained in this country ; 
who, for many weeks, were fo good as to devote- 
themfclves, as it individually fuited them, to this 
bufinefs. The tranfaftions of every day, as record- 
ed in the journals, were minutely gone through ; and 
it was a great pleafure to me, in taking their fepa- 
rate relations, to find no material difference in flieir 
accounts of fafts or occurrences, but, on the con- 
trary, the mod perfeft agreement. Thus, enlarged 
by the additions of the Gentlemen f who were them- 
felves in fome fcenes the fole aftorsj the Work, for 
a year and a half, lay dormant, waiting Captain Wil- 
son's return from Bengal, who arrived the latter 
end of lad fummer : fince that time every part of 
it hath been revifed, and gone over, with the moft 
fcrupulous exaftnefs and attention ; and I am myfelf 
firmly perfuaded, no work of this nature was ever 
preftnted to the Public, in every refoeft better 
authenticated. 

Ifliould 
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I fiiould not have thought it neceffary to have men* 
tioned the manner in which I have conduced this 
publication, had I not been aware of there being 
fcenes and fituations in it which might ftartle many 
of my readers ; but, as the truth of them can be 
fully eftabliflied, they will ferve to prove that good 
fenfe, and moral reftitude, may exift in m^ny unci- 
vilized regions, where the prejudices and arrogance 
of polifhed life are not always difpofed to admit 
them* 

Thofe who are acquainted with the voyages to the 
South Seas, muft have remarked a great fimili-p 
tude in the manners of the iflands fcattered over that 
immenfe ocean; at the fame time it cannot have 
efcaped their notice, that there are cuftoms and cha.- 
Tad(jrs peculiar to almofl: every particular group,— 
The fame obfervation is applicable to the inhabitants 
pi the Pelew Islands ; who, though in many re- 
ipe£ts refembjing their Southern neighbours, muft be 
allowed to have many chara£teriftical features of 
their own— which an intelligent reader will eafily 
difcoven 

As there was a draughtfman on toard the 
Antelope, befides two or three young men ac- 
quainted with drawing, a faithful portrait of the 
K^ingofPELEw, and one of his wives, together with 
fome pifturefque views of the country, were by 
their means obtained.— rCaptair^ Wilson was pre- 
fented, before he left the iflands, with many of their 

weapons 
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weapons and utenfils, from which the plates contain- 
ed in this Work have been accurately engraved.— 
And I am happy to have it in my power to add to 
thefe the portrait of Prince Lee Boo, drawn'by my 
Daughter, and which, though done from memory, 
fifteen months after his death, is acknowledged to be 
a very ftriking likenefs by every one who knew him* 
To the late difcoveries, which have fo greatly in- 
creafed our knowledge of the globe, and of the 
human race, if the little clufter of iflands I am now 
unveiling to the world (which may truly be regard- 
ed as a rich jewel, fparkling on the bofom of the 
ocean) fhall be deemed by the Public an iatercfting 
acquifition. Captain Wilson will not have been 
fliipwrecked in vain ; and I fhall ever think that the 
time I have beftowed on this Work hath been ufe- 
fully employed. 
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CHAPTER L 

Departure of the Antelope from Macoa. — Li/l of the 
Ship*s Company. — Route and Tranfadions prior to 
iheLofs oftheVeffeL 

1 HE Antelope^ a packet of near 300 tons bur- 1783, 
then, in the fervice of the Honourable Englijb Eajl J*^^- 
hdia Company, under the Command of Captain 
}ienry Wilfon^ having arrived at Macoa in the month 
of June 1783, the Captain received orders from the 
Company's fupracargoes to refit his fhip with all 
poffible fpeed ; which being compleated, on Sunday 
the 2oth of July, about eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, he received his difpatches, and the fhip being Sunday 
ready for fea, he took leave of the Council ; and ^^' 
about half paft three o'clock went on board, accom- 
panied by MeiTrs. Brown^ Lane^ Bruce, and Peachy 

as 
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1753- as alfo Mr. Morgan^ furgeon ; and after the Captain 
^^ had paid the fixteen Chinefe men (with which they 
had been allowed to augment their fhip's company^ 
the advance-money ufual on thefe occafions, they 
weighed anclior, and their friends went on fliore, 
whom they faluted at going away with nine guns. 
The weather becoming unfettled and hazy, at pine 
o'clock in the evening they anchored in 7 fathom 
,; water. And as in the courfe of this narrative we 
ihall find the fhip's company at times coUeilively 
and feparately engaged, it will not be improper ia 
the outfet to mention the names of the Europeans 
^ho were in the Antekpe^ with their particular dif- 
tindlion and fituation on board. 

Names. Stations. 

Henry Wilson - - - - Commander. 

Philip Bengek* - - - Chief Mate. 

Peter Barker - - - - Srcond Mate. 

John Cummin , - - ^ Third Mate 

John Sharp ----- Surgeon. 

Arthur William Devis - PafTenger. 

John Blanch ----- Gunner. 

William Harvey - - - Boatfwain. 

John Polkinghorn - - - Carpenter- 

JbHN Meale ----- Cooper and Steward. 

Richard Jen KLNs r - <p Carpenter's Mate. 

•James Swift - - - ^ Cook. 

P.iCHARD Sharp - - - MIdfliipman. 

Henry WiLSQN, Junior - - Do. fon to the Captain. 

♦ 1'he pames thus marked, are the only men at this time 
. known with certainty to be dead. 

John 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 



Names. 

John Wedgebrough 
Robert White 

Albert Pierson * - 
GoDFRY Minks * * - 
Thomas Dulton * . 
John Cooper - - - 
WaLiAM Roberts - 
James Duncan - - - 

Mathia^! Wilson - - 

Nicholas Tyack£ - 
James Bluitt - - - 
Thomas Wilson* - 
William Stewart 
Madan Blanchard 
Thomas Whitfield 
William Cobbledick 
Zachariah Allen - 
Thomas Castles -. - 
Dedrick Windler 

Thomas Rose * - * 



r 



Stations. 

"Two youths from Chrift's 1783. 
Hofpltal, apprentices, •» ^^^ 
and afting as midfliip- 
L men. 

Quarter Mailer. 

Ditto. • . 

Captain's Steward. 

Seaman. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, brother to the 
Captain. 

* Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 
*- Ditto. 

* Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

fLinguifc, a native of Ben- 
S gal, calling himfelf 



a Portuguefe, 

At five o'clock in the morning they again weigh- Monday 
ed anchor, and fet fail, having a fine breeze from the ^^' 
E. N. E. and between fix and feven o'clock their 
pilot left them. About nine o'clock, being got to 
fome diftance from the land, they met w ith a very- 



high 
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n^3' high fea, which obliged them to lay to, in order to» 
fecure their cattle, and other live flock, as alfo 
their anchors, cables, and harbour-rigging. About 
eleven o'clock they made fail again, and by a very 
good obfervation, at noon, were in latitude 21° 28/ 
north ; at the fame time could juft fee the land bear- 
ing north, at the diftance of about eleven kagues^ 
as near as they could judge, the weather being rar- 
ther hazy. In the afternoon the lafliings of the. 
booms broke, and they fell to keward, which oblig- 
ed thiem to keep the (hrp before the wind until they 
were replaced and fecured, which having done, they 
refumed their courfe. In the evening, they obferv- 
ing it to lighten very ftrongly from the fouthward^ 
they clofe reefed, their top-fails, expeding it to blow 
from that quarter. 
Tuefday Next day the weather continued moderate but 
cloudy ; and they had a great fea from the eaftward, 
which made the (hip labour, fo as to obKge them tCK 
pump every two hours. The boatfwain and carpea- 
ter were both taken ill in the night with a cold and 
a flight fever. . In the afternoon a fail was feen to 
the S. E. which they took to be a Portuguefe veffel 
bound to Macoa. The wind • veered round to the 
fouthward this day ; no obfervation of latitude. 
Wednef- '^^^ wiud foutherly, with cloudy weather and 
day 2^. fome Ught fqualls and rain. They noticed this fore- 
noon feveral rippllngs in the water, as if in a tide or 
current ; the fea was fomewhat fallen, and the fhip 

made 
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made lefs water. No obfervation of latitude this 1 783- 
day, the fun being in their zenith. 

The weather was very fqually, with rain and a Thurfday 
great fwell. The boatfwain and carpenter were ^ 
much recovered, fo as to be able to go about their 
duty, in fecuring the ports and preparing the fhip 
for bad weather. By an indifferent obfervation at 
noon, they found themfelves in latitude 1 9"" 29 north. 

The weather continued very dark and cloudy, Friday 
with thunder, lightning, and hard rain, fo that the ^^' 
feip was in a manner deluged, and every one wet 
and uncomfortable. About three o'clock in the 
afternoon they faw the appearance of land from the 
deck, being the Bajhee Iflands, bearing from S. E. 
to E. N. E. At fix o'clock the northermoft Ifland 
bore N. E. by E. At night the weather being but 
indifferent and hazy, fo that they could not keep 
fight of the land, they fhortehed fail and lay to till 
the morning. ^ 

When at day-break they again faw the land to Saturday 
leeward of them, being the fame they had feen the ^^' 
night before ; from this circumftance they concluded 
there was no current*; and as foon as the light open- 
ed a little more upon them, they made fail and bore 
away before the wind, to go round the northermoft 
ifland, which they did at about four pr five miles 
diftance. The weather being hazy when they firft 
few the land, they had but a very imperfefl: view of 
the iflands. The firft appeared to be long and tole- 
C 2 rably 
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'7^3* rably even,. The fecond was likewife long, of /» 
July. , " 

pretty equal height, except in two or three places, 

where it feenxed to rife inta hills : near the middle 
of it was^ one very remarkable, from its being in> 
ihape like a China or Tartar woman's hat. The 
third ifland fhewed like two rugged-topped moun- 
tains, joined together by low land. The fourth was 
a high, large, double-peaked rock, appearing to- 
have Irttle foil or wood upon it.. The fifth was very- 
high and uneven, devoid of wood, except a few 
green buflies towards its fummit. There were no 
figns of inhabitants upc«i any of thefe iflands, and 
the weather being fqually, our people foon loft fight 
of them y at noon they were in latitude ai" 14 norths 
by obfervation, when, having run about fifteen kagues- 
to the eaftward of the iflands, they hauled up more 
to the fouthward, in hopes to get into fmoother 
water, and better weather than they had hitherto: 
met with fincc leaving Macoa. Soon after noon^ 
the man at the maft-head difcovered the foretop-maft 
to be fprung ; they immediately took in the fails, and 
got down the topgallant-maft, and prepared to get 
down the top-maH:, but were obliged to defift on ac- 

Sun lay count of the weather, until the morning, when it. 

^' proving fair, with tolerable fmooth water, all hands 

went bufily to work to get up a new'fore-top-maft^ 

and to dry and air the. fliip, as alfo to fecure what 

cattle and ilock remained, much having perifiied ia 

Monday the raliis and bad weather. The next morning alfo 

being 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 7 

kmg fine and fair; this opportunity was embraced 1783- 
to open the ports, and wafli and cleanfe the fhip , 
below, as well as to trverhaul and clean their fmall 
arms, and give the officers inftruftions for the 
voyage, in the evening there was very hard rain, 
with variable winds. 

But the fucceeding day, the wind being favour- Tuefday 
^ble, gave them an opportunity of examining and 
drying fome of their provifion, particularly fome 
Chinefe hams and dry iifli, which conftituted part of 
their viftualling, and had got damp in the exceffive 
Tains. They faw a great quantity of fifh fwimming 
about the fhip, but could not catch any, as they 
would not take the baits. No rains during the laft 
twenty-four hours, but the next moaning the wea- .^y^Jn^f. 
dier became overcaft and they were again vifited ^^y 30- 
with rain in the evei;xing, which .contiinued very hard '•phm-fday 
all night and the fucceeding day, with variable 3^- 
winds, fo that they made very little progrefs on 
their voyage. The next morning was more mode- ^ .^^ 
tate, and towards noon the weather cleared up and 
they got ai> obfervation, by which they found their 
latitude was 16^ 25' north. In the afternoon it fell 
calm, whicfh gave them the means of trying the cur- 
rent, which they found to fet to the E. N. E. at the 
^te of half a fhile an hour. In the evening Captain 
^ilfon exercifed fome of the Chinefe men with row- , 
Kig in the jolly-boat for an hour qr two, to teach 
tlJemto ufe an oar when needful. The following ^^'"J*;^^ 

day 
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1783- day being fair, and the wind moderate, all were 
again employed in clearing and cleaning the fliip and 
fetting up the rigging. In the afternoon they tiad 
an obfervation for the longitude, by the diflance of 
the fun and moon, by which they found thcrafelves 
in 126 degrees and a half eaft of Greenwich. The 
Sun y 3. fQijQ^ij^g morning being alfo fair, divine fervice was 
performed upon deck; a ceremony never omitted 
on Sundays whien the weather would allow of it. In 
the afternoon they got another obfervation for the 
longitude, which confirmed that taken the preced- 
Monday ing day. At night they met with frefii gales of 
^' wind, fqually weather, and much rain, which con^ 
Tucfday tinned moft part of the next day ; towards the even- 
^* ing of which they faw numbers of birds and fifli, 
likewife Tome drifts of pieces of wood or bamboo, 
they therefore altered their courfe more to the fouth- 
ward, and went under an eafy fail, keeping a good 
Wedncf- ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ morning, when it being very tempef- 
^y^' tuous they brought to, and handed their topfails, 
which before had been clofe reeft. The weather 
continuing to blow a ftorm, they could fhow but very 
little fail, being obliged to lay to under the ftorm 
ftay-fails, which continued tiJl near noon on th^ 
Thurfday 7th ; the ftorm then abating, and the weather clear- 
^' ing up, they got an obfervation for the latitude, by 
which they found themfelves in 10'' 16' north. The 
. afternoon the wind was foutherly, with frefh gales, 
Friday 8. but dry, fo that they were able the following morn- 
ing 
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ing to clean between decks, and alfo to fumigate the 1783- 
ihip with gunpowder, , The cattle had all perifhed 
in the laft ftorm, except one bullock ; the flie-goat 
alfo, having kidded in this bad weather, died toge- 
ther with her young. In the afternoon the weather 
became more moderate, fo that they were able to 
make fail and to proceed on their voyage 4 and the 
next day the weather was fo fine they weie enabled Saturday 
to open their ports to air and dry the fhip below, as 9- 
alfo again to examine their provifions and flores, 
and get every thing into order* They were now 
proceeding cheerfiilly on their voyage, fondly flat- 
tering themfelves the adverfe weather, and the anxie- 
ties it had awakened, were all at an end, when they 
were fuddenly overwhelmed with thofe misfortunes 
which are related in the fallowing narrative. 



CHAPTER 
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11%. CHAPTER II. 



Lo/s of the Antelope, and the immediate Bijirejfes 
flrifing from the A cedent. 

funday -nr^ 
'^' 1 HE wind having frefhened after midnight, the 

fky became overcaft, with much lightning, thunder, 
and rain. The chief mate having the watch upon 
deck, had lowered the top-fails, and was going to reef 
them with the people upon duty, not thinking it 
neceffary to call the hands out or acquaint the Cap- 
tain, who had only quitted the deck at twelve o'clock ; 
Mr. Benger judging from the thunder that the wea^ 
ther would break and clear up, and only prove a 
flight fquall. The people being upon the yards reef- 
ing the fails, the man who was on the look-out called 
Breakers ! yet fo fhort w^as the notice, that the call of 
Breakers had fcarce reached theofficer upon deck be- 
fore the fliip flruck. The horror and difmay this 
unhappy event threw every body into was dreadful ; 
the Captain^ and 3II thofe who were below in their 
beds, fprang upon the deck in an inftant, anxious to 
know the caufe of this fudden (hock to the fhip, and 
, the confufion above ; a moment convinced them of 
their diftrefled fituation ; the breakers along-fide, 
through which the rocks made their appearance, pre- 

fented 
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fented themoft dreadful fcene, and left no room for 17^3- 
doubt. The (hip taking a heel, in lefs than an hour 
filled with water as high as the lower deck hatch- 
ways ; during this tremendous interval, the peo|)le 
thronged round the Captain, and earncflly requefted 
to be direfted what to do, befceching him to give or- 
ders and they would immediately execute them. — 
Orders were in confequence inftantly given to fecure 
the gunpowder, ammunition, and fmall arms, and 
that the bread, and fuch other provifion as would 
fpoil by wet, fhould be brought upon deck and fe- 
cured by feme cpvering from the rain ; while others 
were directed to cut away the mizen-mall, the main 
and foretop-maft, and lower yards, to eife the fhip 
and prevent her overfetting, of which they thought 
there was fome hazard, and that every thing Ihould 
be done to preferve her as long as pofllble (the fails 
having all been clev/ed up as foon as the fhip (truck). 
The boats were hoifted out, and filled with provifion 
and water, together with a compafs in each, fome 
fmall arms, and ammunition ; and two men were 
placed in each boat, with direftions to keep them un- 
der the lee of the fliip, and be careful they were not 
ftaved, and to be ready to receive their fhip- mates in 
cafe the veffel fhould break to pieces by the dafhing of 
the waves arid the violence of the wand, it then blow- 
ing a ftorm. Every thing that could be thought ex- 
pedient in fo diftrefsful . and trying an occafion was 
executed with a readinefs and obedience hardly ever 

exceeded 
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1783. exceeded. The people all now aflembled, aft, the 
"^" ' quarter-deck lying higheft out of the water, the 
quarter -boards afforded fome little fhelter from the 
fea and rain ; here, after contemplating a few mo- 
ments their wretched fituation, the Captain endea- 
voured to revive their drooping fpirits, which began 
to fmk through anxiety and fatigue, by reminding 
them that fliipwreck was a misfortune to which thofe 
who navigated the ocean were always liable ; that 
theirs indeed was more difficult, from happening in 
an unknown and unfrequented fea^ but that this con- 
fideration (hould roufe their moft aftive attention, as 
much muft depend on themfelves to be extricated 
from their diftrefs ; that when thefe misfortunes hap- 
pened, they were often rendered more dreadful than 
they otherwife would be by the defpair and difagree- 
ment of the crew ; to avoid which, it w as ftrongly 
recommended to every individual not to drink any 
fpirituous liquon A ready confent was given to this 
advice ; and, they being all wet and fatigued with 
exceffive labour, it was thought advifeable to take 
fome refrefliment, which to each perfon was a glafs 
of wine and fome bifcuit ; after eating, a fecond glafs 
of wine was given them, and they now waited with 
the utmoft anxiety the return of day, in hope of 
feeing land, for as yet they had not difcovered any ; 
the third mate and one of the quarter- mafters onlyy 
in the momentary interval of a dreadful flafli of 
lightning, imagined they had fecn the appearance of 

laud 
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land ahead of the fliip. During thefe anxious mo- i7^3' 

Auguft. 
ments, they endeavoured to confole and cheer one 

another, and each was advifed to clothe and prepare 
himfelf to quit the fliip when neceffity fhould make 
that ftep inevitable ; and herein the utmoft good or- 
der and regularity was obferved, not a man offering 
to take any thing but what truly belonged to himfelf, 
nor did any one of them either alkfor, or attempt to 
take a dram, or complain of negligence or mifcon- 
dud: againfl: the watch or any particular perfon. 
The dawn of day difcovered to their view a fmall 
ifland to the fouthward, about three or four leagues 
diftant, and foon after fome other iflands were feen 
to the eaftward. They now felt apprehenfive on ac- 
count of the inhabitants, of whofe difpofitions they 
were ftrangers ; however, after manning the boats, 
and loading them in the beft manner they could for 
the general good, they departed from the (hip under 
the care of Mr. Benger, "who, together with the peo- 
ple in them, were earneftly requefted to endeavour 
to obtain a friendly intercourfe with the inhabitants 
if they found any, and carefully to avoid any difa- 
greement*unlefs reduced to the laft neceffity, as the 
fete of all might depend upon the firft interview. 
As foon as the boats were gone, thofe who remained 
went immediately to work to get the booms over- 
board, in order to make a raft to fecure chemfelves, 
as the Antelope was hourly expedted to go to pieces, 
and the utmoft difquietude was entertained for the 

fafety 



14 ANACCOUNTOF- 

» 2^3' fefety of the boats, not only on account of the natives, 
AiigjufL 

but alfo of the weather, it continuing to blow very- 
hard. — But in the afternoon they perceived with 
inexpreflible joy the boats coming oflF; a fight the 
more welcome, as they were fearful from their long 
ftay, they might have met with fome difafter, either 
from the inhabitants, or the ftorm ; they were how^ 
ever happily relieved from this anxiety by their get- 
ting fafe to the (hip about four o'clock, having left 
the ftores and five men on (hore. They brought the 
welcome news that there was no appearance of ini;ia- 
bitants on the ifland where they had landed; that 
they had found a fecure harbour well flieltered fronx 
the weather, and alfo fome frefli water. Every one 
now purfued their labour with renovated fpirits to 
complete the raft, which was in great forwardnefs 
when the boats returned ; this being completed, they 
took a fecond refrefliment of bread and wine, each 
individual having ftriftly conformed to the promife 
made to Captain fr/^;?, not to drink any ftrong liquor. 
We muft not omit here mentioiiing a melancholy 
accident which happened among the events of this 
difallrous morning ; foon after day-break the mizen- 
maft being found near the fhip*s ftern, and fome of 
the rigging entangled in the mizen-chains, Godfry 
Minks went to cut it adrift, in doing which he un- 
fortunately flipped and fell overboard, and although 
the boats, which were not then gone, went inftantly 
to his afliftance, be was unfortunately drowned, ow- 
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ing, as was fuppofed, to having encumbered himfelf ^7^3 
With too many clothes, when he prepared himfelf, 
as before related, to be ready to quit the fliip. 

The raft being now completed, was loaded with 
as much provifion and flores as it could carry, con- 
fiftently with the fafety of the people who were to 
go on it. The pinnace and jolly-boat were likewife 
filled with provifion, ammunition, and fmall arms, 
in which was placed their greateft fecurity. The 
people being flill anxioufly employed in faving what- 
ever they could, and the fhip beginning to have a 
little motion from the rifmg of the tide, there was* 
great apprehenfion that the main-mafl: would fall 
over the fide, in which cafe it muft have dropt on the 
raft, and deftroyed it, and have rendered all their la- 
bours fruitlefs. The raft and pinnace being ready 
to depart, and the evening advancing, the boatfwain 
was defired to go into the fhip, and to wind his call, 
in order to alarm thofe who were bufily employed 
below (and whom Captain Wilfon had repeatedly en- 
treated to defill) to go into the boats and raft, that 
they might endeavour to get on fliore before night, 
and fecure what they had already got out of the (hip. 
And here it may be worth noticing, the great care 
and attention of the carpenter, who was fo intent on 
feving what tools and ftores he could, that he re- 
mained below after the pinnace and raft were de- 
parted, and Captain Wil/o7t was obliged to compel 
^ini to go into the jolly-boat, fo anxious wsls he to 

provide 
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AufuU P^^^'^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ wi^ h™ whatever he thought 
might contribute to their future relief. 

Thus with aching hearts, and deep melancholy, 
they quitted the Antelope^ totally ignorant of their 
future deftiny. The pinnace, with fome of the 
ftoutcfl: of the fhip's crew, took the raft in tow; the 
jolly-boat alfo aflifted, by towing the pinnace till they 
had cleared the reef; after which, being too heavily 
laden to be of much further aid, thofe in the pinnace 
call loofe their rope, and the jolly-boat proceeded 
alone to the fliore, where they arrived about eight 
o'clock at night, and found their companions who 
had been left in the morning. Thefe few men had 
not been idle, or unmindful of their fellow-fufferers ; 
. ' having employed themfelves in clearing away a fpot 
of ground, and had erefted a fmall tent with a fail, 
in readinefs for their reception. The fituation both 
of thofe on the raft, as well as thofe in the pinnace, 
was truly dreadful till they had cleared the reef 
(which was more than half an hour^ ; by the great 
furf and fpray of the fea, the pinnace and raft were 
often out of fight of each other ; thofe on the latter 
were obliged lo tie themfelves, and cling to it with 
all their ftrength, to prevent being waflied off; and 
the flirieks of the Chinc/e^ lefs inured to the perils of 
an element they were then conflifting with, did not 
a little aggravate the horror of the fcene. 

Having cleared the reef, and got into the chantiel 
which flows between that and the iflands, they found 

themfelves 
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themfelves in deep water, and a' lefs difturbed fea j JI^S- 

Augulh 
they hoifted the fails of the pinnace, and got on ; 

but as they approached the land, perceiving a ftrong 
current, which fet them much to leeward of the ifland 
where they had left the (lores and people in the morn- 
ing, they dropped their fails and rowed* They found 
the current ftill much ftronger as they got nearer 
the fhore, and though every man exerted his utmofl 
ftrength they ftill continued to drop to leeward. 
Feeling now their inability to refift the current, and 
the ftrength of the rowers being almoft exhaufted, 
it Wits judged for the fafety of all, that the pinnace 
fhould take the people from oflF the raft, and bring 
the raft to a grapnel during the night. Thefe addi- 
tional men from the raft double banked the oars of 
the pinnace, and relieved the rowers, but at the 
fame time they fo crowded her, that flie could barely 
keep herfelf above water, being then clofe under a 
rocky coaft, in about fixteen fathom water (as they 
afterwards better knew). ITiey were only able to 
advance flowly ; but as they drew nearer to the ifland 
whither the others were gone before, the jolly-boat 
having unladen her cargo, Captain Wilfon^ with four 
people, was returning in her, to lighten the raft and 
pinnace, and give them full afliftance, and it being 
dark, hailed the pinnace at a diftancQ. Whether it 
was from the great fatigue the people had fuftained 
while on the raft, or from their voice and fpirits be- 
ing exhaufted, or from the fudden joy of perceiving 

they 
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T 7<?^. they were fo nearagain to their comrades, but the hal- 
Aaguit* j^Q ^2ts anrwered in fo flirill and unaccuftomed a man- 
ner, that thofe who were in the jolly-boat, who had 
previoully hoard the paddling of oars, fuppofed they 
were natives ; as the people who had remained on 
fliore in the morning with the ftores, had difcovered^ 
after the boats had left them, traces of fome people 
having been lately upon the ifland, by feeing places 
where there had been fires, with fome fiili bones and 
pieces of cocoa nut diells fcattered about, that had 
not the appearance of having lain long there ; thefe 
circum fiances inducing the jolly-boat's crew to con- 
clude, that the return of the halloo came from a party 
of the natives, they precipitately returned back into 
the cove* The pinnace arriving foon after, all thefe 
alarms were diffipated, and an univerfal joy fpread 
itfelf over every countenance on feeing one another 
again on dry land* They fhook hiinds together with 
the utmoft cordiality, every one feeling thofe emoti- 
ons that could ill be exprefled by the mod forcible 
language. They got part of a cheefe, fome bifcuit, 
and a little water, for their fupper ; and by means of 
difcharging a piftot, loaded with powder, into fome 
match which they picked loofe to ferve as tinder, 
they kindled a fire in the cove, where they dried 
their clothes, which were thoroughly wet, and flept 
on the ground alternately, under the covering of the 
tent which had been raifed. The night proved very 
uncomfortable on many accounts ; the rain and wind 

were 
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Were heavy, and the diftrefs of fituation not a little 1783- 
increafed by the fear of the fhip going to pieces, 
from the tempeftuous weather, before they fhould be 
able to fave from her fuch neceflaries as might be 
ufefiil to them. Hey hauled their boats on fhore, 
and fet a watch, left they might happen to be fur- 
prized by any of the natives. 

The conftant perfpiration the people had been Monday 
in, added to theii" being perpetually wet with the fait 
water, had produced an irritation on their Iklns, 
which, with the added friftion of their clothes from 
fevere labour, had excoriated them in a manner to 
make them moft mifcrably fore. At dawn of day 
both the pinnace and jolly boat were fent to the raft, 
to try and bring it up ; but the wind blowing very 
kard, they were afraid to attempt moving it ; they 
were, however, fortunate enough to get the remain- 
der of the provifion and fails from it, and returned 
about noon. 

The weather proving more moderate in the after- 
noon were the boats fent to the wreck to bring away 
fome rice, and other provifion, as alfo to procure ..^^^ 

what neceflaries they could for the people, who, from 
what has been before faid, ftood in great need of them. 

Thofe who remained on (hore were employed iii ^^ 

drying their powder, aild cleaning and fitting their 
arms for ufe, in cafe of need ; and as the boats did 
not return till ten o'clock in the /tvening, it fpread 

D amongit 
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1 7 83* amongft iheir companions much alannfor their fefety, 
as the night came on with very heavy weather; nor 
indeed were their fpirits rendered tranquil by their 
arrival, for the chief mate and crew, who returned 
with the pinnace, brought the melancholy intelli- 
gence, that they did not conceive, from the badneis 
of the weather, that the (hip could hold together till 
morning, as fhe was beginning to part, the bends or 
wales being darted out of their places. The ideas 
which had been fondly nurfed, that when a calm 
fucceeded there was a poflibility Ihe might be floated 
and repaired, fo as to return to Macoa, or fome 
part of China, were by this account totally extin- 
guifted. The profped now darkened round them, 
fear pidured ftrongly every danger, and hope could 
hardly find an inlet through which o^e ray of confo- 
lation might fhoot. They knew nothing of the in- 
habitants of that country where fate had thrown 
them ; ignorant of their manners and difpofitions,. 
as well as of the hoftile fcenes they might have to 
' encounter for their fafety ; they found themfelves, by. 
this fudden accident, cut ofl:' at once, from the reft of 
the world,- with little probability of tlieir ever again 
getting away. Each individual threw back his re- 
membrance to fome dear objed that . afFedion had 
rivetted to bis heart, who might be in vain looking- 
out anxioufly for the return of the father, the huf- 
band, or the friend, whom there was fcarccly the 

moft 
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moftdiftant chance of their ever feeing any more. 1783. 
Thefe reflexions did not contribute to make the "^^* 
night comfortable ; the weather was far more tem- 
peftuous than in the preceding one ; but the clothes 
which the people had procured from the wreck proved 
a great comfort to them all, who were thereby enabled 
to have a change. 
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Auguft. 

Tirjl Appmrance of the' Natives. — The curious and 
, friendly Interview between them and the Englifli,—- ' 
Captain Wilfon's Brother fent to the King of Pelew, 
the King^s Brother remaining with our People^ 

12.^^ x\T day-break every one went fo work, to dry 
the (lores and pi^ovifions between the fhowers, as it 
blew exceedmgly hard, fo that the boats could not 
venture to fea-; and many were bufied to form bet- 
ter tents with fuch materials as they had faved. 
About eight o'clock in the morning Captain Wilfon 
and To?n Rofe being on the beach- coUefting water 
which dropped from the rocks, the people who were 
employed in clearing away the ground, in the wood 
behind rhem, gave notice that fome of the natives 
"^^re approaching, as they perceived a canoe coming: 
round the point into the bay ; this gave fo much 
alarm that the people all flew to the arms ; however, 
as there were only two canoes, and thofe having but 
few men in them, the people were defired to remain 
ftill, and out of fight, until they fhould perceive 
what reception the Captain and Tom Rofe met with, 
whom they were convinced iht natives had difco- 
vered, as they converfed together, and kept fted- 
fallly looking towards that part of the Ihore where 

they 
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jflieywere ; our people were defired to be prepared for ^7^3- 
theVorft, but by no means to appear for the prefent, 
or fliew any figns of diftruft when they did, unlefs 
die behaviour of the natives to them fliouJd render 
k abfoltttely fiecefl&try. In this fhor t intexi?;al of time 
the canoes had advanced cautioufly towards th« 
ihore, where they ftopd, when Captain Wil/tm defired 
Tm Roje to fpeak to them in the Malay language^ 
ivhich they did not feem to under ft and ^ b©t flopped 
jheir canoes ; yet foon after ocne of them fpoke \n 
the Malay tongue, and alked who they were ? and 
wheth^ they were friends or enemies ? To thefe 
<queftions Tom Rofe was directed to reply, ^^ That 
** they were imfortunate Englijhmen^ who had ioft 
** their (hip upon the reef, and had faved their lives^ 
-** and were their friends." Upon this they fpoke 
a few words together (which was fince fuppofed to 
have been the Malay man explaining to them what 
had been faid) ; and prefently they ftepped out of 
the canoes into the water, and came towards ths 
ihore, on which Captain Wilfon waded into the watej 
to meet them,*nd embracing them in a friendly man- 
ner, conducted them to the fhore, and introduced 
them to his officers and unfortunate companions; 
they were eight in number, two of whom it 
was afterwards known were brothers to the King. 
They left one man in each canoe; and, as they 
Were coming into the cove, feemed to look round 
with great watchfulnefs, as if fearful of being be- 
;trayed ; iior would they feat themfelves near the 

tents. 
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1 783' tents, but kept clofe to the beach, that in cafe of 
danger they might immediately regain their canoes. 
Our people now going to breakfaft, they were pre- 
fented with fome tea, and fome fweet bifcuits, made 
at C/jinaj of which two or three jars had been faved. 
Only Captain Wilfon, and one or two more, with 
Tom Rofe the interpreter, breakfafted with them; 
for, as they would probably have entertained doubts 
of our people, had the Engiijh furrounded them to 
gratify curiofity, they might, from their apprehen- 
fions, have haftily departed. In the little converfa- 
tion which during the breakfaft could be obtained, 
a wifh was exprefled to the Malay they brought 
with them, of knowing by what event he chanced 
to be there. This fellow, befide his own and the 
Pelew language, fpoke a little Dutch^ and fome 
words of EngliJIj : he gave the following account of 
himfelf, • viz. — That he commanded a tradmg veiTel 
belonging to a China man at Ternate, had been on 
a trading voyage to Amboyna and Bantam^ and had 
been caft away, about ten months before, upon an 
ifland to the fouthward, which was within fight of 
where he then was ; that he efcaped from thence to 
Pelew^ and had been kindly received by the king, 
who, he told them, was a very good man, and that 
his people alfo were courteous. 

♦ The future qondu6l and behaviour of this Malay gave reafon 
to fufpcft there M^as h'ttle truth in the account he gave of himfelf. 

He 
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He further acquainted them, that a canoe having '7^3; 
been out fifhing, had feen the fhip's mad lying 
flown; and that the king being informed of it, 
fent off thefe two canoes, at four o'clock that ^ 
morning, to enquire what was become of the peo- 
ple; that they knowing well this harbour, had 
come to it firft, being a place where the canoes, 
when fifliing, often flielter themfelves in hard wea- 
ther. — They fat about an hour with Captain WHforij 
tafted the tea, but feemed to like better the bif- 
cuits, and appeared now to feel themfelves reEeV" 
ed from every apprehenfion. They wifhed that 
t)ne of our people might be fent in their, canoes 
'to the Rttp'acky or King, that he might fee what 
fort of people they were ; which was agreed to by 
Captain Wilfon^ who, after breakfaft was ended, 
introduce4 to them feveral of his oiBcers ; thefe, 
as they came up, fhoofc hands with the natives, 
who being informed by the Malay that this was 
the mode of falutation amongft the Englijh^ they 
avent to every man prefent, and took him by the 
liand, nor ever after omitted this token of regard, 
as aften as they met our countrymen. 

It often pleafes Providence, in the mofl:^ trying 
hours of difficulty and dillrefs, to throw open 
fome unlooked-for fource of confolation to the 
fpirits of the unfortunate ! — It was a fmgular acci- 
dent, that Ca|)tain Rees of the Northumberhind 
^Quld, at Macoa^ have recommended to Captain 

Wilfqn^ 



a6 ANACCOUNTOF 

17^3- Wilfon^ Tom Rofe as a fervant, who fpoke tb^ Malay 
' language perfedly well. 

It was a ftill more fingular circumftance, that s^ 
temped fhould have thrown a Malay on thi$ fpot, 
who had as a ftranger been noticed and fayoure4 
by the kmg, and having been near a year on tha 
ifland previous to the lofs of the Antelope^ was be* 
come acquainted with the language of the country ; 
by this extraordinary event both the Englijh and tha 
inhabitants of Pelew had each ?in interpreter whcj 
could converfe freely together in the Malay tongue, 
and TomRofe fpeaking£;if /j^, an eafy intercourfe was 
immediately opened on both fides, and all tbofe inv- 
pediments removed ^t once, which would have 
arifen ampng people who had no means of con- 
veying their thoughts to one another by language, 
•: but muft have trufted to figns and geflprps, which, 
to thofe born in climates fo remotely feparated, 
might have given rife to a thoufand mifconcepti- 
ons.-r-The natives perceiving the boats preparing to 
be launched, imagined it was for departure^ but 
being told our men wer^ only gping off to the 
wreck to fetch moi'e ftores and neceffaries oo 
fliore, they f;^d they would fend one of their peo- 
ple with th^m, to prevent any canoes from nioleft- 
ing them. 

The natives were of a deep copper colour, perfedly 
naked, having no kind of covering whatfoever j 
their IHins very foft and gloffy, owing, as was knowiji 

after^^ 
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afterwards, to the external ufe of cocoa-nUt oil. ^*7^3; 
Each Chief had in his hand a baflcet of beetle-nuty 
ai^ a bamboo finely polifhed and inlaid at each 
end, in which they carry their Chinam; this is 
coral burnt to a lime, which they fhake out through 
one end of the bamboo where they carry it, on the 
leaf of the beetU-nut^ before they chew it, to ren- 
der it more ufeful, or palatablet It was ob&rved 
that all their teeth were black, and that the Beetle^ 
nut and Chinam^ of which they had always a quid 
in their mouths, rendered the faliva red, which, 
together with their black teeth, gave their mouths 
a very difgufting appearance.— They were of a 
middling ftature, very ftraight, and mufcular, their 
limbs well formed, and had a particular majeftic 
manner in walking; but their legs, from a little 
above their ancles to the middle of their thighs, 
were tatooed fo very thick, as to appear dyed of a 
far deeper colour than their (kin : their hair was of 
a fine black, long, and rolled up behind in a fimpl& 
manner clofe to the back of their heads, and ap^ 
peared both neat and becoming. — ^None of them, 
except the younger of the King's two brothers, had 
a beard ; and it was afterwards obferved, in the 
courfe of a longer acquaintance with them, that 
they in general plucked out their beards by the 
root i a very few only, who had ftrong thick beards, 
cheriihed them and let them grow. — As they now 
feemed to feel no longer any reftraint, they were con- 
duced 
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17^3* duded round the cove; the ground was as yet but 
* nightly and partially cleared, much broken fhells 
and rock, together >vith thorny plants and ffirubs 
remaining over it, nor could our people help being 
furprized at feeing them, barefooted as they were, 
walk over all this rough way as perfedly at eafe as 
if it had been the fmootheft ground. But if the 
uncommon appearance of the natives of Pelew ex- 
cited furprize in the Englijh^ their appearance, in 
return, awakened in their vifitors a far greater de- 
gree of aftoniftiment.— Our countrymen, during ^11 
the time they remanded in thefe iflands, were per* 
feftly convinced, that the inhabitants had never bei- 
fore feen a white man; it was therefore little to be 
. . wondered that thf^y viewed them a^ a new and 2^ 
very extraordinary race of beings : all they obferv* 
ed, and all they touched, made them exclaim weel! 
nveel! and fometimes weel a trecoy ! which the 
Malay informed them was a declaration of being 
well pleafed. — They began with ilroaking the bodies 
and arms of the Englijh^ or rather their waiftcoats 
and coat fleeves, as if they doubted whether the gar- 
ment and the man were nof of the fame fubft^ce j 
but were told by the Malay ^ that the Englifh in their 
:own climate being expofed to far greater cold, were 
accuftomed always to be covered, and had cover- 
ings of different kinds to put on as occafion requir- 
ed, fp that they couM be always dry and warm. 
Our people plainly perceived, by the geftures of 

th§ 
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the Malay and the natives, that this was what they 1783- 
were converfing about; nor could they avoid ob* 
ferving, by the countenances of the latter, the quick- 
nefs with which they feemed to comprehend , what- 
ever information the Malay gave them. The next 
thing they noticed was our people's hands, and the 
blue veins of their wrifts ; and they probably con- 
fidered the white fkin of the hands and face as arti- 
ficial, and th^ veins as the Englijh manner of tatoo- 
ing, for they immediately requefted, that the jacket- 
fleeves of the men might be drawn up, to fee if their 
arms were of the fame colour as their hands and 
iaces : fatisfied in this particular, they expreffed a 
further wi(h to fee their bodies ; upon which fome 
of the men opened their bofoms, and gave them to 
underftand that all the reft of their body was the 
fame. — ^They feemed much aftoniftied at finding hair 
on their breafts, it V^ing confidered with them as a 
great mark of indelicacy, infomuch that they eradi- 
cate it from every part of the body in both fexes. 

They afterwards walked about, teftifying great 
curibfity, but at the fame time expreffing a fear that 
they intruded too much. As they had come on fliore 
unarmed, this confideration induced Captain Wil/ofij 
before he (hewed them the tents, to order that all the 
fire-arms (hould be put out of fight, by covering them 
with a fail, that the mutual confidence, which had 
fo happily fprung up on both fides, might not be 
chilled or overfhadowed by the flighteft miftruft ; 

but 
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«7^S- but this well-conceived intention was fhiftrated 
by an accident.— As our people were condu^ng them 
to the tents, clofe by the ^itrance, pnc of the natives 
picked up a bullet, which had beea <9dually dropped 
on the ground, and immediately 4?xpriefled his fur^ 
prize, that a fiibftance fo foiall to the eye Ihould ba 
fo very ponderous to the touch ; he fh^wed it direftly 
to the Malay ^ who defcribed to him the«fe of it, and 
feemed to be expatiating on the Mture of fire-arms, 
for when he had done he wifhed that one of our muf* 
kets might be fhewn them, that they plight better 
comprehend their power and ufe. 

Our people had in the tents two dogs, who wer# 
confined clofe to the place where their arms were der 
pofited ; one of them was a hrge New/ound/ander^ who 
had been brought up at fea from a puppy, the other 
a fpaniel; the Newfoundland dog had been the far 
vourite of every one on board, being a mod excel- 
lent guard, and had been taught during the voyage 
an infinite number of tricks, by which he afforded fo 
much amufem^nt to the whole crew, that there was 
not a failor beloijging to the Antelope who would not 
have rifked his life for the dog. On entering the 
tent with their new friend?, one of our people went 
before to the dogs, to fee they were tied up, and to 
prevent any furprize to their vifitors ; no fooner ha4 
they entered the tent, than the tw;o dogs kt up a moft 
violent barking, and the natives a ndfe but little lefs 
loud J our people fcarcely at firft luiew whether Jt 
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arofe from fear, or was exprdEve of aftoniflunent ; ^T^s- 

AuguiL 
they ran in and out of tbe tent, and appeared to wifli 

they might be made to bark again ; but the Malay 
foon explained this to be the eflfeds of joy and fur-* 
prize, thefe animals being the firft of the kind they had 
ever feen, they having no quadrupeds of any fpeciea 
on thefe iflands, except a very few grey rats in the 
woods. — ^It was agreed on by Captain Wilfon and his 
people, that the wifti which the natives had exprefled 
tefpeding the fending one of them to Pelew^ that the 
liiig might fee what kind of Beings white men were^ 
ftould be complied with, and fome difpculty arifing 
who fliould be the perfon, the Captain requefted his ' 
brother, Mr. Matthias Wilfon^ to go, which requefl: 
he readily complied with, and agreed to depart with 
them in their canoes. 

The jolly-boat went out of the cove this forenoon, 
but the badnefs of the weather obliged her to put 
back, as did alfo the canoe that was returning to the ^ 
King, in which was Mr. M. Wilfon^ but about noon 
the canoe fet out again and proceeded on her voyage. 
Qiptain Wilfon was much affefted at his brother's de- 
parture, but hoped the embafTy might prove the 
means of alleviating their forlorn fituation. He in- 
ftrufted his brother to inform the King who they 
vere, to acquaint him with their misfortunes, and to 
folicit his friendfliip, as alfo his permiflion to build 
a veffel to carry them back to their ovm country. 
He fent by Mr. M. Wilfon a prefent to the King of a 

fmall 
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^7^3* fmall remnant ofblue broad cloth, acanifter of tea, 
a canifter of fugar-candy, and a jar of rufk. The 
laft article was added at the particular requeft of the 
King's two brothers, the younger of whom returned 
with Mr. M. Wil/on. 

The weather being rough, our people employed 
themfelves in drying their clothes, and making their 
' tents more commodious. The natives conduced our 
people to a well of frefli water ; the path leading to 
this well lying acrofs fteep and rugged rocks, render- 
ed the track hazardous and difficult. Richard Sharpy 
a midftiipman, a lad about fifteen, being on his duty, 
the natives took him in their arms when the path was 
rugged, and they were very careful in thefe places 
to afSft the men, who returned with two jars filled. 

One canoe and three men remained with our peo- 
ple, as did one of the King's brothers, czMed Raa 
Kookj commander in chief of the King's forces, and 
the Malay interpreter ; they eat of fome fowl ftew- 
ed with bread, which was prepared for dinner, but 
would not eat fome flices of ham which Captain WiU 
Jon had dreflfed for them, difliking the tafte of fait, 
of which they had no knowledge. It continuing to 
rain and blow exceffively hard all the afternoon, they 
could not go away, but pafled the night with our 
people, and appeared to be perfeftly eafy and con- 
tented with their reception. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV. '783. 

Auguft. 

The Pinnace goes to the Sbip^ and finds it bad been 
vifiied by fome of the Natives. — The Behaviour of ^ 
Raa Kook, the King's Brother^ on being informed 
of it. — The friendly Condud of this Chief whilji be 
remained alone with the Englifh, — A Council heldy 
and all the Cafks of Liquor remaining in the Ante- 
lope ordered to bejiaved. 



T. 



HE wind and rain this night proved £air heavier Wcdncf- 
than any fince the wreck ; but at day-break it be- ^^ *^* 
came more moderate, and the boatfwain called all 
hands out to work by winding his pipe, the found of 
which much pleafed and furprized the natives. Raa 
Kook informed Captain Wilfon^ that his brother would 
not be able to return, on account of the weather. — 
About ten o'clock the pinnace was fent off to 
the fhip ; the people who remained on ftiore em- 
ployed themfelves in clearing the ground and dry- 
ing their provifion. The pinnace did not get back 
till after dark; their long (lay awakened unea- 
finefs : they brought word that fome canoes had' 
been at the fhip, and had carried off fome iron and 
other things, and it was fufpefted that among thefe 
was the canoe and the three men that were left to 
attend the King*s brother, as they had put off foon 

after 
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17^3* after the pinnace, and, as our people thought^ tirefe 
"^ * only gone out to fifh. Thfcy alfo reported, that it 
being low-water, the pinnace could hot reach the 
fhip, but the men wete compelled to wade over part 
of the reef to get to her, and were now able 'to 
fee her fituation^ having difcovered that t, large part 
of the rock had made its way through her bottom, 
and in two of three places appeared dry infide her 
hold^ fo that fhe remained fixed on the reef. They 
difcoveted that the natives had found their way to the 
cockpit, had rummaged the medicine cheft, tafted 
feveral of the medicines, which being probably not 
very palatable, they had thrown out the contents, 
and had carried off the bottles, fo that nothing re- 
mained in the cheft that could be of any further ufe. 
However, it fortunately happened, that Mr, Sharps 
the furgeon, at the time he quitted the fhip, conceiv- 
ing he never (hould get back to her any more, "had 
providentially brought away fome of the moft ufeful 
medicines. 

When ihofe who returned with the pinnace brought 
this intelligence, and had informed our people that 
thefe canoes were gone up to Pelewj Captain Wi/fon 
made this tranfa^ion known to Raa Kooky not fo 
much as a matter of complaint, as to exprefs to him 
his uneafinefs for the confequences which might arife 
to the natives from their tafting or drinking fuch a 
variety of medicines. Raa Kook begged Captain 
Wilfon would entertain no uneafinefs whatever on 

their 
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their account ; that if they fuffered, it would be ow- 1783* 

ing entirely to their own mifcondud, for which he ^^ 

faid he felt himfelf truly concerned. This converfa- 

don pailing at fupper, where the General and linguifl: 

were eating with our people, feemed greatly to dif- 

turb Raa Kook ; his countenance fully defcribed the 

indignation he felt at the treacherous behaviour of 

his own men, and afked, why our people did not 

flioot them ? begging, that if they, or any others, 

fliould dare again to attempt plundering the veffel, 

they would, and he fhould take upon himfelf to juf- 

tify their condud to the King.— ^He this night flept 

in the fame tent with our people, who all redoubled 

their attention to him, perfeftly perfuaded from the 

generofity of his behaviour, that the difpleafure he 

had teftified at this injuftice done to the EngHjh^ did 

not arife from any apprehenfion he felt in being at 

that moment abfolutely in their pgwer, but that his 

nund poffeffed fo nice a fenfe of honour as to make 

him feel unhappy at what appeared to him to be a 

breach of hofpitality in his countrymen ; which he 

declaied ihould be fully dated to the King, who would 

prevent its happening in future, This amiabJe Chief 

(for amiable he feemed from firft fight j (hewed a 

perfeft fatisfaftion with what our people could do for 

him ; he endeavoured to accommodate himfelf to 

their manners, would fit at table as they did,in{lead 

offquattingon his hams ; and this pleafing difpofi- 

tion of his induced every one to refped him as a man 

E of 



36 AN ACCOtTNT or 

J 7^5- of an upright charafter, and filch they in truth found 
^ ' him to be m ©very tranfaSion they aftorwards had 
i^ith him* 

At their fird commg^ the Malay^ w^ot was quite 
naked, had reqUe/led a pair of trowfers and a jacket, 
which were giveh him j and a* pair of trowfers, toge- 
ther with an uniform coat, were at the fame time 
prefented to Raq Kookf wh^ dirc^ly put them on, 
not a little pleafed in s^pearing like his new friends, 
often looking at himfelf, and faying, " Raa Kook 
Englees ;" but it was fuppofed he found the heat and 
confinement of drefs very inconvenient, for after this^ 
vifit he never wore them j and when Captain Wilfon 
was at his houfe at Pelew^ he perceived he had put 
them up carefully atnong wh^ he deemed his va- 
luables. He poflefled naturally fo unbounded a 
curiofity, thlt not the fmaHcft circumftance which 
occurred efcaped his notice ; he wi(hed to have an 
explanation of every thing he faw, to^ unitate what- 
ever, our people did, and ta inquire into- the princi- 
ple and caufes of all he obferved brought about by 
diem, lending his perfonal affiftance in every thing 
that wa^ doing, and even defired to aid the cook in 
blowing the fire.' 

Our people find&tg themfelves now on a perfeft 
good imdefftanding with this fi-iendly Chief, did not 
hefitate to affc with freedom, by their interpreter, 
whatever their own curiofity fuggefted. Obferving 
that he wore round bis wrift a poliihed bone of fome 

creature, 
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fcrcature, in the form of a btacelet, and having no- 1783* 
ticed that his brother, who was returned to Peleiv "^^^^ 
with Mr. M. Wilfon^ had a fimiiar ornament, they 
wiflied to know on what account it was worn. The 
Mday explained this to the General, who, through 
him, informed our people that it was a mark of 
great diftindionj conferred by the King on his own 
family, and on officers of flate, and commanders^ 
and that he himfelf wore it, both as brother. to the 
King, and as Commander in chief of his army, 
bodi by fea and land. This new intelligence which 
our people had obtained, excited them flill more to 
cultivate the friendfhip of a Chi^f, who though fd 
high both in rank and office, had with fo much 
condefcenfion and attentive politenefs fhewed him- 
felf attached to therti^ 

The preceding evenings at (upper, a propofition 
had been made by Captain Wilfon to his officers^ 
whichj as it did not take place tijl this day, will more 
properly be introduced here ; a propofition found- 
ed in the higheft pf uderice and wifdom, and execut- 
ed with fuch refolution and firmnefs of mind, that 
it reflects the greateft credit on the Commander, as 
^ell as the officers and men who fefved under him, 
and hath a jufl claim to be faithfully recorded. The? 
day aftet the Antelope was wrecked, when the pin- 
ftace had been fent aboard her, io fecure whatever 
ftores could be faved, the men having for rnany 
hours endured the feverefl toil, the chief officer 
E 2 thought 
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i?^^- thought proper to ferve them out fome ftrong If- 
quor ; but as they were unable to find any thing to 
eat, their emptinefs and hard fatigue had made the 
liquor operate on their heads, fo that on their re- 
turn back they were very noify and elated ; Captain 
Wilfon therefore now fubmitted to his officers, whe- 
ther it would not be advifeable to (lave all the liquor 
that remained aboard the veflel, left our people^ be- 
coming inadvertently intoxicated, might be difpofed 
to quarrel among themfelves, or engage in difputea 
with the natives ; or from another motive, equally 
important to the common fafety, left the natives 
themfelves, having already found their way to the 
fliip, might dlfcover the ftrong Kquors, which they 
would be tempted to drink of too freely, and, from 
never having before tafted of fpirits^ might grow 
infuriated, arid induced to commit fome outrage 
with our people, and thereby draw on a general 
conteft and difunion. The officers univerfally ap- 
proved the propofition, and defired Captain Wilfon 
would the next morning make their wifhes on this 
matter known to all the (hip's company ; which wa^ I 
done very early, at the time the boatfwain called all 
•hands to work. The Captain ,told them he had 
fomething to lay before them, in which their future | 
welfare, nay perhaps their future prefervation, was 
moft materially involved j he then fubmitted to 
their judgment the meafure upon which he and hi^ 
officers had deliberated the preceding evening; 

urged 
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urg^d the propriety of it to them in very forcible i783, 
terms, as a ftep that would beft authorize the hope "^ 
of getting away from their pr^fent fituation, and 
feeing once more their own country, and thofe who 
were dear to them ; and endeavoured to cpnvince 
them, that however reludantly they might yield to 
the propofition, yet he was fatisfied that the under- 
ftanding of every individual among them muft, on 
refledion, perceive it was a meafure abfohjtely ne- 
ceffary to be adopted. Upon which all the failors, 
with the utmoft unanimity, and with one voice, de- 
clared, that however they might fuflfer from the de- 
privation of the accuftomed recruit of ftrong liquor, 
yet,, being fenfible that having accefe to it, they 
might not at all times ufe it with difcretion, they, 
to their lading honour as men, gave their full aflent 
to the Captain*5 propofal, and faid, they were ready- 
to go immediately to the (hip, and ftave every veflel 
of liquor on board ; which, on this day, they con- 
fcientioufly performed ; every calk was ftaved, and ' 

fo fcrupuloufly did they execute their truft, that 
there was not a fingle man amongft them who would 
take or tafte a farewell glafs of any liquor. — Cir- 
cumftanccd as thefe poor fellows were, nothing but 
a long and well-trained difcipline, and the real af- 
feftion they bore their Commander, could have 
produced the fortitude and fteady firmnefs which 
they teftified on this occafion ; and certainly nothing 
could more exhilarate the fpirits of their officers, or 

more 
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17^3- more endear the men to them, than this conquelt 
Aufi^ufL 

they {hewed over themfelves — rWhat indeed was; 

there not to be hoped from fuch a ban4 of brave 
fellows, whom unanimity, affedion, and inutual 
confidence, had united in one unremitting plan of 
exertion, for the prefervation of the whole !: — ^The 
intelligence of this bufmefs being fq faithfully per- 
formed, was brought this evening by the officer who 
attended the men, and who came back with the 
pinnace after dark, as before mentioned, and was 
confirmed by all the others who affifted j and if any 
thing could add to the fatis&dory manner in which 
it had been executed, it was to perceive, that, when 
they all fat down to fupper, the event did not pro? 
cluce a fmgle difcontented coynt^nan? e^ 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER y. 

1783^ 

ArraKooker, the King^s Brother^ returns from Pelew, 
and isfoon after foUawed by Mr. Matthias Wilfon, 
who gives a very favourable Account of the h/[anner 
in which he had been received.-rr-Regulations made 
hj the Engliih/^r ejiablijhing fL Nighfly Guard.— 
The General and Arra Kookef informed of it. — They 
approve the Scheme^ which is immediately put in Epcr 
ecution.y^Spmf Qhara£ler of Ari^ Kopker^ 

HE next morning two canoes arrived with IJTmrHay 
yams, ready boiled, and fome cocoa-nuts, which were 
prefented to Captain Wilfon. In one of thefe veffels 
Arra Kooker^ the King's brother, returned back, who 
brought with him one of the king's fons ; Raa Kook 
went immediately to receive his nephew, and much 
fonverfation feemed to pafs between- them, Arra 
Kooker informed his brother, that three men had died 
of the things they had taken and drank out of the 
medicine-cheft ; the General replied, that the Englifh 
)iad told him this might be the confequence, and he 
was gla4 they had fuffered for their bad conduft. 
The meflage which the King-s fon had brought fronn 
his father lyas delivered tp |:he General, and from him 
interpreted to our people, through the Malay ; — the 
purport of it was^ to bid the Englifh welcome into 

his 
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1785. his country, and to inform theta that they had his 
"^ ' full leave and permiflion to build a veffel on the 
ifland on which they then were, or that they mighf 
remove to, and build it on the ifland where he lived 
himfelf, and be under his own more immediate pro- 
teftion. This being communicated, he introduced 
the young Prince to all our people, and then walked 
about with him, and fl\pwed and explained to him 
every thing which he had made himfelf acquainted 
with relative to our manners. His nephew, who ap- 
peared to be about twenty-one, was as fiill of afto- 
nifhment at what he faw, as the uncle himfelf had 
been before ; and Raa Kook difcovered no fmall de" 
gree of plcafure in perceiving the eager delight with 
which his young relation noticed every thing which 
^ his attention was direfted to. 

Whilft this engaged the General and the Prince, 
our people were queftioning jlrra Kcroker^ with anxi- 
ous concern, about Mr. M. Wilfortj whom he had 
conveyed to Pelew^ and whom they did not fee re- 
turn with him ; Arra Kooker aflured them they would 
fee him very foon ; that he had only been detained 
by the wind, and was aftually on his way. He then 
defcribed by figns and geftures (for he had a very par- 
ticular turn for mimickry and humourj the apprehen- 
fions Mr. M. Wilfon had been under ^ when he was at 
PelewyVjhsch he endeavoured to convince diem he had 
very unneceffarily entertained. It was not long before 
our people were made happy by his fafe return j who 

had, 
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had, as he told them, undergone no fmall degree of /J^^ 
alarm,* though it turned out to be more founded in 
imaginary fear, than in any real danger. He made . 
a very favourable report^ of the people of Pelew^ 
that they feemed to be friendly in their difpofition, 
and had treated him with much civility and kind- 
nefs : — ^The account of his expedition, as related to 
me by himfelf, was as follows : 

** When the canoe in which I went away came 
*^ near the ifland where the King lived, a vaft con- 
** courfe of the natives ran out of their houfes to 
** fee me come on fhore j the King's brother, who 
*^ accompanied me, took me by the hand, and con- 
** dufted me from the landing-place up to the town, 
** where there was a mat fpread upon a fquare pave- 
** ment, on which he by figns direfted me to fit 
** down. I obeyed, and in a little time the King 
•* appeared, which being notified to me by his bro- 
** ther, I arofe, and made my obeifance after the 
** manner of eaftern nations, lifting up my hands to 
** my head, and inclining my body forward; to 
** which he did not feem to pay any attention. After 
** this ceremony, I offered the King the prefents my 
** brother had fent by me, which he received in a very 
** gracious manner.— His brother, Arra Kooker^ now 
** talked a good deal with him, which I conceived 
** was to acquaint him with our difafter, and our 
** numbers ; after which the King eat fome of the 
** fugar-candy, feemed to relifli it, and diftributed a 

« little 
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AuS. ■' ^^^^'^ ^^ ^* ^^ ^^^^^ ^f ^^^ ^^^> W^ *^ ^'^ 
^^ reded all the things to be taken away and carried 

. *^ to hij own houfe ; which being done, he ordered 

** refirefhments to be brought, which confided of a 

*^ cocoa-nut filled with warm water, and fweetened 

^* with moloffes ; after tafting it, he commanded a 

^^ little boy who was near him to climb a ^ocoa-treQ 

*^ and gather frefli nuts, he cleared one from thq 

f' hufks, and tafting the milk thereof, bade the lit* 

^' tie boy prefent it to me, making figns to me to 

^' fend it back when I had drank ; he afterwards 

^^ broke the nut in two, e^t a little, and returned it 

^* to me to eat of it. 

^* I now found myfelf furrounded by a vaft con? 

^* courfe of both fexes ; much converfation took 

** place between the King, his brother, and the 

^ Chiefs who were with himt As their eyes were 

^^ repeatedly direfted to me, I concluded I was the 

*^ fubjcft of it. Taking oSv^y h^it t>y accident, all 

*^ who were prefent feemed ftruck with aftpnifliment, 

** which I p^ceiving,^ unbuttoned my waift^ oat, and 

*^ took my fhoes from my feet, in order that they 

" might fee ^ey were no part of my body ; being 

" of opinion, that at firft fight of me, they enter- 

" tained a notion that my clothes conftiti^t^ c^ part 

*f of my perfon ; for^ whei^ undeceive4 ii^ this, they 

« came nearer to me, ftrpjted me, and put their 

^^ hands into my bpfom tp feel my fkin^ 
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" It being now grown rather dark, the King, his 1783- 
^ brother, fevered others, and myfelf, retired into a ^^^^ 
^' houfe, where there was a fupper brought in of 
'* yams boiled wholie, on a (land or ftool with a rim 
*^ or edge round it of three or four inches high ; in 
^' a difli or wooden bowl was a kind of' pudding 
*^ made alfo of yams boiled and beat together, juft 
*' as we mafli potatoes, of which they put three or 
** four in a bowl ol- diih. They had likewife fpme 
-* fliell-fifli, but of what kind I could not make out. 
^* The conduced me after fupper to another houfe at 
" fome diftsmce from the firft, where I found at leafl 
" forty or fifty men and women ; I was led thither 
** by a female, who, when. I had entered the houfe, 
^ made figns to me to fit, or lie down on a mat 
" that was fpread, as I underftood, on the floor for 
^* me to fleep on* After the reft of the coihpany 
^' had all fatisfied their curiofity by viewing me very 
^* accurately, they all went to fleep, and I laid myfelf 
" down on the mat, drawing another mat over me, 
•* which I fuppofed was placed there for that purpofe, 
" retting my head pn a block of wood, which ferves 
** the people here as a pillow. Unable to flumber, 
" I lay perfedly ftill j and fome confiderable time^ 
^* after, when all itemed quiet, about eight men 
" arofe, and began to make two great fires at each 
^ end of the houfe (which was* not divided by jj^r- 
" titions, but formed one large habitation). This 
<< operation of theirs, I cpnfefs^ alarmed me very 

^' much 
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1783* " much indeed ; I thought of nothing lefs than that 
"^" ' *' the natives were going to roaft me, and that they 
'* had only laid themfelves down that I might alfo > 
" drop afleep, and intended to feize me in that fitii* 
" ation — ^However, being furrounded by a danger, 
'' which there was no poffibility of efcaping, I coU 
'* leded all my fortitude, and, recommending my- 
" felf to the Supreme Difpofer of all events, I ex- 
*' peded every moment to meet my fate 5 when, to 
** my great furprize, after fitting a tittle while and 
** warming themfelves, I perceived they all retired 
** again to their mats, nor got up any more till day* 
*' break, when I arofe and walked about, encircled 
*' by great numbers of men, women, and children. 
" It was not long befort the King's brother joined 
** me, and went with me to feveral houfes, where I 
*' was entertained with yams, cocoa^-nutg, and fweet- 
*^ meats.— Being after this conduced to the King, 
^' I fignitied to him by geftures that I much wifhed 
** to go back to my brother ; he perfe^ly under- 
** flood me, and explained to me by figns that the 
** canoes could not go out, there being too much 
^* wind and fea. To defcribe the jfirft he pointed ^p 
*' to the trees, and blew ftrongly with hi3 mouth j 
*^ and, to mark the too great force of fea on the ca- 
*^ noes, he joined his two handjs together with the 
** palms upwards, then lifted them up, and turned 
" them the reverfe way, to exprefs to me that the 
** canoes \vould overfet. — ^The remainder of the day 

" I fpent 
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" I fpent in walking about the ifland and obferving 1783- 
" Its produce, I found it confided chiefly of yams ^ ' 
" and cocoa-nuts ; the former they cultivate with 
" great care in large plantations, in fwampy watery 
" ground, like the rice in India. The cocoa-nut 
" trees grow very near to their houfes, as does alfo 
" the beetle-nut, which they chew as tobacco/* The 
fevourable account brought by Mr. M. Wilforij and the * 

meffage iivhich the King had fo gracioufly fent to 
Captain Wilfon by his fon, could not fail of giving 
fpirits to all our people. 

Captain Wilfon drefled the King's fon in a filk coat 
and a pair of blue trowfers ; he was a young man 
extremely well made, but had loft his nofe. This 
might accidentally have been torn off by a fpear iu 
battle, or it might have been the efFefl: of a fcrophu- 
lous habit, which Mr. Sharp the furgeon found after- 
wards prevailed much among the natives. 

Before noon the two boats were fent off to the 
wreck, but the bad weather compelled Mr. Barker to 
come back with the jolly-boat. The pinnace return- 
ed before evening, with fomc iron, one bag of rice, 
and fundry other ftores ; our people brought intelli- 
gence that they found upwards of twenty canoes bu- 
fied about the veflel, and that fome of the natives had 
been very angry at having fome iron and a cutlafs, 
which they had got out of her, taken from them. 
Raa Kook immediately fent his brother and nephew 
off in a canoe, who returned at night with the infor- 

mation 
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»78^ taation that they had been totally driven away ; fo 
affured were our people now of Raa KooVs friend-- 
fhip and proteftion, though but three days acquaint- 
ed with him, that even when fepsw*atai from the reft, 
and on the reef at the wreck, they ventured to difpute 
with the natives, and obliged them to give up what 
they had taken. 

Finding the numbers of natives who vilited them 
at their ifland increafe, and having dried their pow- 
der and repaired their fire-arms^ our people thought 
their fafety required that they fhould appoint a re- 
gular guard every night, to be relieved every . two 
hours* The (hip's company was divided into five 
guards j each guard ^having an officer to give the 
tratch-word, which was called and anfwered from 
the different pofts every five minutes, there being 
nine men always upbn gtaard.— ^This arrangement 
being to take place for the firft time on the evening 
of this day^ Captain Wilfon judged it advifeable that 
his guefts fhould be apprized of his intention, left 
the turning out fuddenly with arms might awaken 
ferious apprehenfions in thcm^ 

The hour of eight having be^n appointed for fet- 
ting the guard, the Captain previoufly coftimunicated 
to them the refolution they had formed, explaining 
at the fame time that it was cuftomary for the £/ag- 
iijh to have a night-watch whenever they ^ere from 
home ; and that here it, might be particularly ufefuU 
as it would prevent the inhabitants of the other iflands 

from 
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from coming by night to attack them. This being 1785* 
explained. Captain Wilfon invited them, before fup- ^" * 
per, to fee the guard turn out ; they feemed highly 
delighted to obferve our men go through their exer- 
cife before they parted for their refpeftive pods, each 
man having a mufquet and cartouch-box, &c. ; and 
indeed all the men on board the Antelope^ from the 
time that the veflel quitted England^ were fo conftant^ 
ly kept in the exesfcife of fmall arms, that they were 
fufficiently expert to have m^de a refpedable appear- 
ance; and on the people befote whom they now 
ihewed themfelves^ their (kill and readine^ miifl: have 
made a formidable impreflion^ The novelty of the 
fight had forcibly worked on the imaginations of 
thdr new friends.— *-^rr/i Kooker having lent a moft 
fteady attention to the explanation that had been 
given of the life of thefe military weapons (about 
which he had probably been talking with his brother 
the General^ feemed as if fome fpdden thought had 
at the moment flatted in his mind, calling out eager- 
jy to Raa iCooky in thefe words, Englees mora (or go), 
Artingall^ PeVle^ Lew, pointing to the northward 
and fouthward ; then cried Pooj imitating the found 
which our guns had been reprefented to him to make 
when fired. They returned to the tents where they 
were to fleep, and appeared to be quite at eafe and 
contented.— They kept Converfing together a great 
part of the night j and the bufmefs of this evening 
proved a very favourable circumftance, as from that 

time 
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1783. time they feemed to confider the EngUJh as poffefling 
"^" ' fuch power and abilities as they could have no con- 
ception of before. 

Sentimeiits nearly fimilar have impreflfed the niinds 
of all people who live fecluded from an acquaintance 
with mankfad, whenever accident or curiofity has 
carried the inhabitants of remote parts of the giobe 
to vifit their unfrequented regions. But the natives 
of Pelewj who, as for as one is authorized to judge, 
not conceiving the globe as ex;tending beyond the 
horizon that bounded them, had none but the ideas 
of nature to guide them ; they had feen no other peo- 
ple ta difturb their fimplicity, whatever they were 
(hewn they confidered and examined as ufeful ; they 
looked up with admiration to the people who could 
with fo little trouble produce effeds, which they had 
never difcovered ; and to their admiration they ad- 
ded a reverential efteem, as poffefling talents they 
never could attain themfelves ; of which we fhall, in 
the courfe of this narrative, give fome extraordinary 
proofs. 

Arra Kooker could by no means relifli the wearing 
of trowfers, but he had conceived a paflion to have a 
white fhirt, and one was immediately given him, 
which he had no fooner put on than he began to 
dance and jump about with fo much joy, that all 
were diverted by his ridiculous geftures, and the con- 
traft which the linen formed with his Ikin. This 
Prince appeareid to be verging towards forty ; he was 

in 
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in ftature fhort, but fo plump and fat that he was i7^3- 

^ ^ Auguft. 

almofl as broad as he was long ; he poffefled an 
abundant fhare of good-humour, and a wonderful 
turn for mimickry ; and had befides a countenance 
fo lively and fo expreffive, that though out people 
were ftrangers at this time to almoft all he faid, yet 
tiis face and geftures made them pretty accurately 
comprehend whatever he was defcribing. In order 
to amufe them, he would frequently try to take off 
every one of our people in a^y particularity he had 
noticed, and this with fuch great good-humour, that 
every one who faw hini wa^ pleafed with his pleafan- 
try. Sometimes he would take up a hat, put it on 
his head, and imitate th^ inanner of our people walk- 
ing in their military e^cercife ; would recoiled every 
occurrence that happened, and nothing that 'he ob- 
fened done by the Englijh efqaped him ; ia fhort, oji 
every occafion his manner was lively and engaging to 
a degree. From the firft tinie of his having feen the 
great Newfoundland Aog^ as before mentionjsd, he felt 
delight in going to him frequently, and in carrying 
him viduals ; and by noticing him fc) much, the dog - 
naturally expreffed great joy whenever be went to 
him. When he was brought on board the Antelope^ 
in England^ the dog was named Sai/or, and now, fa- 
miliarized to Arra Kooker^ would, whenever he ap- 
peared, bark, jump, Jeap, arid play his tricks ; and 
his new acquaintance, whei^ he wiflied to be amufing, 
would imitate wonderfully well the barking, howl- 
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17^3' King's canoe then came forwtird between four 
Others, two on. each fide of it, the rowers of which 
fplafhed the water about with their paddles, and flou- 
rifhed them over their heads in a very dexterous 
manner ; and as the King pafled, the firft canoes that 
had lain to clofed his train, and followed him into the 
cove, founding their conch (hells,- When they had 
come in as far as the tide would permit, it was figni- 
fied tb C^pidLin Wi/fon that he fhould go out and meet 
the King ; en which two of his own men took him 
up in their arms and carried him through the (hal- 
low water to the canoe, where the King 'was fitting 
-on a ftage built in the middle of it. He defired Cap- 
tain Wilfon to come into the canoe, which he did, and 
embraced him, informing him, through the interpre- 
ters, that he and his friends were Englijhmen^ who 
had unfortunately loft their fhip, but having faVed 
their lives by landing on his territory, fupplicat^diiis 
permiffion to build a velTel to convey them back to 
their own country. : ' 

"After a little .paufe, and fpeaking with a Chief in 
^ canoe next to him fwho we Sfter learnt* was the 
Chief Mini/thr ) he replied, in the moft cMrteous 
manner, that he was welcome to build, either *at the 
place where he then was, or at his own iSand-; told 
Captain WUfmyXS\2X the ifland he was then on was 
thought to be unhealthy ; that he feared his people 
jnight be fickly if they flayed oa it before- another 
wind fet in, which he faid would be in two moons ; 

^n4 
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id that he might poffibly be molefted by the inha- i7^3- 
jtants of fome of the neighbouring iflands, who were 
I that time at war with him. 

I Captain Wil/on exprefled his acknowledgments for 
pe condefcenfion, the care, and goodnefs which the 
ig had teftified toward him and his people ; in- 
irming him at the fame time, that as the ifland he 
8 then on was fa* nearer to the wreck, from whence 
e had already got fome ftores on fhore, and hoped 
ill to get more, it would take much more time 
fcould he remove them farther ; therefore he would, 
with his permiffion, prefer remaining where he was, 
as his people could fear no enemies whilft they enjoy- 
ed his proteftion and friendfliip : — that he had a per- 
fon with him very fkilful in curing ficknefs, which 
made him very eafy on that account ; but in cafe any 
ofhis people, during their flay there, fhould happen 
to fall ill, he would then avail himfelf of his goodnefs, 
and convey them for recovery to the better air ofhis 
own ifland. With this anfwer the King feemed to 
be pleafed and fatisfied. Captain Wil/on then made 
him a prefent of a fcarlet coat ; and, after fome dif- 
courfe, he made figns to go on fhore ; the men again 
took the Captain up, as before, whilft the King ftep- 
ped into the water, and waded to land. 

The King was perfeftly naked, nor had he any 
bone on his wrift, or any ornament of diftindion. 
He bore a hatchet on his fhoulder, the head of which 
^ag made of iron, a circumftance which much fur- 

prized 
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1753- prized our people, as all the other hatchets th^y K^d 
' feen were of feell -^ the handle being formed in a fliarp 
angle, ftuck clofe to the fhoulder, lying before and 
behind, and wanted no tying to keep it fteady in 
walking. The King, on landing, fooked about with 
the fame kind of caution as his brothers, and thofe 
who came with them, had before done, on their firft 
vifit. Raa Kook met him on the fliore, and, as he 
declined going into the tents, the £;?^/j/2> fpread a 
fail for him to fit on, which he did, and clearly took 
and underftood it as a mark of refpeft ; the Chief 
'Mini/ier placing himfelf oppofite to him, at the ex- 
tremity of the canvafs, whilft his two brothers, Raa 
Kook and Arra Kooker^ fat on each fide, at the extent 
alfo of the fail, forming, when thus arranged, a 
fquare. The principal chiefs and officers* of ftate 
who accompanied him, feated themfelves near ; and 
behind thefe chiefs the large retinue of his own peo- 
ple, which filled his train, being about three hundred, 
formed a circle, not ftanding but fquatting, in a pofi- 
tlon ready to rife up in an infl:ant- — -Some tea was 
made, and offered him ; he drank one cup, but did 
not feem to relifli it. After fitting a little while, he 
was prefented with a remnant of fcarlet cloth, and 
half a piece of long-cloth ; and alfo had fome rib- 
bands of different colours given to him, to diftribute 
among his attendants ; which he did immediately, 
^nd they, on receiving them, rolled them up very 
hcindily, lor they had all been unrolled before to dry. 

During 
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During the time that they were rolling up the rib- ly^S- 
bands, our people obferved, by the geftures and 
looks of the natives, that each Chief fixed his at- 
tention upon fome particular perfon; this at the 
time alarmed them, apprehending that the indivi- 
dual each Chief had particularly noticed, was fm- 
gled out as his devoted prifoner; but they foon 
afterwards found the meaning to be quite contrary, 
and that the' individual fa felefled was to be that 
Chiefs particular friend of gueft. — Captain Wilfoft 
then introduced his Chief Mate to the King, as the 
firft ofEcer under him, whom Jbba Tbiflle lliled the 
• Kickaray Rupack^ conceiving at that time that 
Captain Wilfon was himfelf a prince of fome coun- 
try ; but being afterwards informed by the Malay y 
that he ferved under a far greater power at home, 
and was no fovereign, but a Captain^ he feized the 
diflinftion inftantly, and ever after addrefled him by 
the appellation of Captain^ and his Chief Mate, by 
that of Kickaray Captain, as fecond in command. 
The reft of the officers were next introduced, and 
Mr. Sharpy the furgeon, was pointed out as the gen- 
tleman of whom he had fpoken when in the King's i 
canoe, who cured the difeafes which any of his people 
were afflided with, at which the King feemed won- 
derfully furprized, and kept his eyes fixed on him. 
Laftly, all the private men were introduced in their 

turns, alfo- After prefenting the officers, &c. the 

* Kkkcrny means lUtle, — S^e the annexed Vocabulary. 

Kin^ 
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1783- King enquired for the mark of Captain PT/'/^/i's rank 

Augull. ° ^ nw c u 1 r u > 

or dignity as Lhier, who was at a lois how to anlwer; 

but recollefting that a ring was an ornamental mark 

of diftinftion, told him fo, and Mr. Benger^ the Firft 

Mate, having faved his, gave it to Captain Wilforiy 

who put it on ; they appeared pleafed with the idea 

that it was a kind of ornament which had a fimilai ity 

of meaning to their own. 

During the time that this bufinefs was tranfa&ing, 
Raa Kook was converfing with the King upon every 
thing he hadfeen and obferved during his ftay with 
our people ; this his countenance and geftures fully 
demonftratedj and they plainly noticed his defcrlp- 
tion of their fire-arms, and exercife, which the 
King feemed eagerly to attend to, and then expreffed 
a wifti to fee them himfelf; which Captain Wilfon 
faid (hould be done immediately. » 

He ordered every man to be under arms, and 
drawn, up on the beach (the tide then being low) 
before the King, \^ho was placed with all his retinue 
juft above the flow of the water, and that they fhould 
be exercifed by the Chief Mate, that he might not 
abfent himfelf from the King \ they, without lofs 
of time, prepared themfelves, marched on the fhore 
in the King*s prefencc, and fired three volHes fn dif- 
ferent pofitions. — ^I'he furprize of the natives, their 
hooting, hallooing, jumping, and chattering, pro- 
duced a noife almoft equal to the report of the mufr 
quets. 1 hough this exhibition was made at fome 

expenc^ 
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expence of their powder, yet our people having for- '783- 
tunately faved all they had 6a board, it was judged 
prudent on this occafion to let the natives witnefs 
fome difplay of the efFed of their arms, that they 
might be impreffed at the firft fight of thera with an 
enlarged idea of the power and ftrength of the Eng^ 
lijh'y and the more fo as they had perceived, the 
preceding night, how much higher they had rifen in 
the eftimation of the King's brothers, by the mere 
exhibition of their mufquetry, and giving an expla- 
nation of their ufe. 

After this, one of the fowls that had been faved 
among the little live ftock from the Antelope^ was 
purpofely driven acrofa the cove, where Mr. Benger 
was prepared with a fowling-piece, loaded with (hot, 
which he fired at the bird, to let the King fee the ef- 
fefl: of their mufquets ; . the bird inftantly dropped, 
having its wing and leg broken ; fome of the natives 
ran to it, took it up, and carried it to the King, , who 
examined it with great attention, unable to compre- 
hend how it could be wounded, not having feen any 
thing pafs out of the gun. This created a vaft mur- 
mur and furprize a>nongft them. 

Raa Kook exprefled much impatience to fhew the 
King whatever had impreffed his own mind, and 
takmg his brother by the hand, led him to a grind- 
flone, which was placed behind one of the tents, 
and fixed on a block. He put it in motion, which 
(having been (hewn thq method), he had frequently 

done 
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J 7^3- done before; the Kine: remained fixed in aftonifli- 

Auguft. ? . b 

ment at the rapidity of its motion, and at the ex- 
planation of the General, that it would immediately 
fharpen and polifli iron. Captain Wilfon ordered a 
hatchet to be brought, and ground, that they might 
more readily perceive its operation. Raa Kook eagerly 
laid hold of the handle of the ftone, and began 
turning it, appearing highly delighted himfelf to let 
his brother fee how well he underftood it ; he having 
the preceding day amufed himfelf for fome hours 
with this novelty, and had fliarpened feveral pieces 
of iron, which he had picked up about the tents. 
Thecircumftances which mod in this fight bewildered 
all their ideas, wxrc, how the fparks of fire could 
come, and how a (lone, fo well wetted, became fo 
foon dry. 

The King then vifited the di Jerent tents, and en- 
quired about every thing he faw ; all was novelty, 
and of courfe interefled his attention. . When he got 
to the tent where the Chinefe men were, Raa Kookj 
whofe retentive mind never loft a fingle trace of any 
thing he had been informed of during his (lay among 
them, acquainted the King, that thefe were a people 
quite different from the Englif!?^ and that they were 
China'?nen^ a word he had readily caught. — He begg- 
^ cd one of them would allow the King to examine his 
head, noticing the long fingle-braided lock of hair 



hanG:inp: almofl: down to the calves of their le^r?. 
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The King gave great attention to all that the Ge- 1783- 
neral faid, and feemed to be making many enquiries 
of him ; by Raa Kook's geftures it was evident that 
he was conveying to his brother an idea that there 
were many different nations in different parts of the 
world, fome of which were cdMtd French ^Mviih whom 
the EngUJh themfelves were then at war Cthis our 
people, in their many hours of converfation, had 
told the General of). He alfo informed him that the 
China-men were a different kind of men to the Eng^ 
lijh^ an idea which he had himfelf conceived, from 
obferving that the night before, when the EngVjh turn- 
ed out their night-watch for the firfl: time, the Chinefe 
had no mufquets, but only boarding-pikes, and 
having enquired the caufe, was told that they were 
not ufed to fight with guns as the EngUjh were, which 
induced him to hold them cheap. 

When the King heard his brother difcourfing about 
a variety of nations difperfed through the world, who 
all fpoke differently, and had before him an example 
in the Chinefe^ who did not fpeak in the fame tongue 
as the Englijh^ he appeared inftantly thoughtful and 
ferious, as if ft ruck with conceptions that had never 
croffed his mind before. He remained awhile pen- 
five arid bewildered ; and this circuihftance impreffed 
on every one, at the time, an idea, which -will pof- 
fibly now as forcibly imprefs the reader, that there 
was every caufe to fuppofe there had never been a 
communication between thefe people and any other 

nation j 
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I783* nation ; that they and their anceftry, through a line 
of ages too remote for human conjefture to fix a 
date, might have lived as fovereigns of the world, 
unconfcious that it extended beyond the horizon that 
bounded them ; unconfcious alfo that there were 
any more inhabitants in it than themfelves ; and in 
this cafe, what might not be the fentiments that 
might burft on a mind thus fuddenly awakened to a 
new and a more enlarged notion of nature and man* 
kind! * 

As the King was going toward our tents, of which 
there were three, with a centry ftationed at each, the 
day being fine, and the fun in full power, he noticed 
the bright glitter of the bayonet ; it of courfe aflo- 
niflied him, who had never feen any polifiied body, 
or the aftion of light on it. lie ftepped haftily to 
the centinel and wifhed to feel it, offering to take it 
out of the man's hand, who thereupon drew back ; 
Captain Wilfon then explained to him, that no Eng^ 
lijh centinel would, or dared fuffer any one to touch 
his arms. — Upon this the King feemed fatlsfied, and 
went (5n to view oth-er things in and about the cove. 
Raa Kook would now fiiow his brother the kitchen 
. which was in the hollow of a rock, a little above the 

* It IS not improbable but that, from feeing the Malay, fome 
notion of this kind might have been awakened before ; but now, 
having before him a'people of a different colour , and hearing of a va- 
riety of nations who were of \\\tfame complexion, tlie impreflioa 
would natuVally operate on his mind with redoubled ftrenzth. 

COVf. 
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cove. It was the time when the cook was preparing 1783. 
dinner ; the implements which furnifhed the kitchen "^ 
were fcanty indeed, and could in no other place but 
this have attracted any one's attention ; but here an 
iron pot, a tea-kettle, a tin faucepan, with a poker, a 
pair of tongs, and frying-pan, became, from their pe- 
culiar lituation of fufficient confequence to excite 
admiration ; nor were the bellows now forgotten by 
the General (of which fome mention has before been 
madej, who taking them up, as he explained their 
ufe to the King, feemed ambitious to let his bro* 
ther fee what an adept he was, and began to blow 
thefire. 'ITie bald cook, who was always clofe fliaved, 
and never wore any thing on his head, and was be- 
fide a little meagre fellow, was alfo pointed out by 
him for the King's notice; for the General's vein 
of humour, as well as his wifh of information, made 
him attentive even to the mofl trivial ^circumftances. 

He was alfo taken to fee the two dogs, which he 
was ftruck and delighted with in full as great a de- 
gree as his brother Arra Kooker hzA been before. 
But thefe animals, whofe novelty equally imprefled 
all the natives, excited them to take fo much pleafure 
in making them bark, that our people were after 
fome time. compelled to confine them out of fight. 

Near to the kitchen was another hollow rock, 
where were fufpended the hams which had been 
foy^d from the (hip, under which fires had been 

mad^ 
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17S5, made, in order ta frooke-dry them for future fea* 
"^" ilore. Raa Ktok was now fo familiarized to our 
people's methods,, that he informed the King this 
-yv^as fome of their provifion ; he wiflied that one of 
them fliould be offered his brother, which was im-i 
mediately prefented, and accepter), as was alfo a live 
goofe ; four or five (the remains of the live flock) 
juft.at that moment waddling in fight. 

The King being. now returned to his former feat, 
informed Captain Wllfon that he intended to go an4 
fleep at the back of:the iiland; and prefently a loud 
ihriek was given by one of the King's officers, who 
wore a thin narrow bone on his wrift, which was 
afterw^ards known to be an Order much inferior to 
what wx have fpoken of before. This, at the mo- 
ment it was heard, threw our people into fome 
nlarm, but the caufe of it was immediately evident, 
for all the Kinc^'s attendants, who it was conceived 
amounted at leaft to three hundred, though all dif- 
ferently difperfed, and engaged in looking about al 
every thing that attrafted them, as if inftantai^^oufly 
mtDved bfy th^ fiiriek, might be faid to have rather 
darted th^n to have ran- to their canoes. It was a 
fignal obeyed mare-fuddenly than cgqld liave been 
conceived, and no: word pf command was ever exe- 
ooted with more promptitude. The King departed, 
v^ appearance well pleafed with his \ufit, and fatif- 
fied with what he had feen, 

It 
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It hath been laid, in the beginning of this.:ch^p' '/Sj* 

Au'^ufL 
ter, that the canoes vyhich preceded the King, were 

flopped <i little before entering the ^oye, by his 
giving orders to the fquadron of thofe which were 
armed to detach themfelv^Sjj and go to the back of 
the ifland ; part of this manoeuvre was vifible from 
the fhore, and the reft was obtained by intelligence 
from fome of our people who had been fcnt over 
land to th^ watering-place, which lay at the back of 
the ifland, and who happened to be on the fpot when 
the armed canoes arrived, which fo alarmed them, 
that they came with all poffible fpeed to give infor* 
mation pf it, But the King being th^n with the 
Englijh^ they were perfeftly eafy, knowing that thefe 
canoes muft b^ part of his retinue. The King being 
then at war, would not choofe, in vifiting our peo- 
ple, to expofe himfelf to a.i\y infult from his enemies, 
the pafTage from Pelew to thi? ifland being aboijt 
feven leagues ; and qoming with all the fentiments 
of friendfliip, he judged it indelicate to alarm thofe 
who had fought his proteftion, by the formidable 
appearance of fuch numbers as accompanied him. 

The King's fon and Raa Kook flayed with the 
Englijhj having canoes and about twenty people re.- 
maining with them ; they flept in two tents by them-r 
felves, our people lying in the tent where their arms 
and ftores were, two tents having been crefted, for 
the accommodation of tjie Kii)g and his retinue. One 

was ■ 
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1783- was prepared for the King before he came, and the 
* other raifed cbfe to it, for his attendants, after his 
arrival, when they law the number of them. In 
the tent intended for the King, was Raa Koak^ the 
King*s fon, and feveral Chiefs ; Captain Wilfon re- 
mained with them after the guard was fet, and cen- 
tinels placed, to fhew them refped, as well as to teftify 
the confidence he placed in them. Soon after which 
the following circumftance happened, which occa- 
fioned much alarm. 

After the guard was fet, and the centlnels placed, 
our people were going to reft, when, on a fudden 
the natives began a fong, the Ihrillnefs and manner 
of which made them think it was their war* hoop, or 
the fignai for the King and his party from the back 
of the illand to come upon them; the EhgUJh in- 
ftantly took to their arms, and Mel&s. Barker and 
Sharp ran to the tent where Captain Wilfon was, to 
fee if he was fafe; judging, that if any harm was 
intended, the natives would fecure him, who was 
alone with them. — ^Seeing him fafe and qiiiet, they 
informed him of the apprehenfions of our people, 
who were all under arms 5 he requefted Mn Barker 
to return immediately to them, and defire them to 
make no fhew of being alarmed, but to keep upoii 
their guard until they fliould find what the meaning 
of this might be, adding, that he would come to 
them as foon as he could do \t without being no- 

tice4» 
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deed; he requefted Mr. %harp to fit down by the 1785- 
Kkig*8 foh, and enter into fome converfation with " 

him, by figns, whilft he went himfelf to their tent, 
where he found the people under arms ; after a little 
deliberation on what this noife might mean, it was 
thought beft to difeover no appearance of uneafinefs, 
but to remain quiet in the tent, with arms ready by 
them, and that he would return to the natives, and 
wait the event ; when he was foon delivered from 
every anxiety, by finding that they were only tuning 
their voices, in order to begin a fong } which as foon 
as they had in their manner properly pitched, Raa 
Kook gave out a line, or ftave, which was taken up 
by another Rupack, feated at a little diftance, who 
fang a verfe, accompanied by the reft of the natives 
prefent, except himfelf and the Prince. The laft 
Ime they fung twice over, which was taken up by 
the natives in the next tent, in chorus ; Raa Kook 
then gave out another line, which was fung in the 
feme manner j ind this continued for teii or twelve 
verfes. Th§y talked at times betw^ei^ the verfes, as 
if fetting fome of the fingers right who had not been 
properly in tune. Their fong ended, they requeft- 
ed to heap fqme Englijh fongs, which was readily 
{pmplied with ♦, and feveral fongs were fung by ouq 

* Our fongs were fca fong»j and of battles ; and the King 
was fo pleafcd at the account he afterwards heard of them, that 
whenever he met the young lad Cobbledick^ who fang them, he 
WouI4 ftpp him, and make him Aug one or two fopgs. 

G of 
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1 7^3* pf our peapk, with which they' wpre ^cpffdiffgly 
^ ' pleflifed; This put an agreeable end tp every- apprcr 
henlion, as the EngJiJkyit^e now.gpnvinced theif 
fde intent yizs to amufe th^m. Th? natives v^ent 
quietly to fleep, foon affer this, but there were few 
of the EngHjh able to cpmpofe tbemfelves thif nig|it j 
the alarm had awakened too pi^ny fufpicious ide^^^^ 
tP allow their minds to b^ fpeejiily copipofjfd* 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIL ^^8^ 

A Coolnefs arifes on the Part of the Natives^ which 
much alarms the EngUfli.-— TA// cleared up^ and 
Friendfhip reJiored^—The King requejis five of 
Captain Wilfon*$ Men to attend him to a War he 
n&as going h make againji a neighbouring Ifland.'^-^ 
This is affent^ to^ and he departs with *the M-en.-^ 
The Englifh plan their intended Vejfel^form a Dock 
Tardj imohimoii/ly choofe Captain Wilfon to he their 
Commander^ and each engages in tlje Department he 
is nominated ta^ in order to qffiji the Con/lrudion of 
thel^ ftture Veffel — The firfi Sunday after the 
Skipwreekdiily commemorated^ 



A 



S all' our countryriien's future hopes ifepeiided Saturday 
on tfidr being able to buifd a fhip with the few tools 
that had been faved from the Antelope^ fo, being in 
cxpedation of the King'is arrival, aud well aware 
how much thefe implements might be coveted by 
the natives, and the diffieultie? they might be re*- 
duced to, either to deprive themfelves of the jife of 
them, or ri(k the difpleafure of their new friends, 
by refufing their fqlicitations, it was thought expe-p 
dicnt to fecrete them from the public' view ; a con- 
venient place was found in a rock, and the tools 
coiicealed; and it was happily efFefted before the 
G z King 
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1783. King arrived, by which our people were relieved 
from thofe difficulties they would o^h^rwife have 
been under, ' 

The morning being fine and calm, pur people 
launched their boats, in order to go off to the fbip, 
but miffed the joUy-boat*$ rudder, which had been 
ftolen for the fak^ of the iron. Thofe on ftore 
were employed in getting ready the. blocks ^nd 
ways, in order to lay dpwn the intended veffel. They 
had alreiidy got ^ piece of wood for a ftem, and 
another for a ftprn-poft. About tqn o'clock the 
Chief Minijier c^uie over lau4> from the back of 
the ifland> which did not exceed the diftance of half 
a mile frpn^ th? cove, and after lopking for fpme 
time ^t th^ operations then beginning, h^ took 
Captain Wilfon by the hand, and led him tP the 
tent where the arms were kept ; after viewing wifli- 
fully a cutlafs^ he afked hi|ii for it. In the particu- 
lar fituation in which our people flood, Captaip 
WilfoTi thought a refufal might be imprudept, partt- 
cularly to a Chief of his rank, and th^r^for^ judged 
it wifer to make a virtue of neceffity. B"^^ ^^ 
coming out of the tent, Raa Jf^ook faw it- in bis 
hand, feemed difpleafed, and made him return it. 

The Malay fome tinie after coming pp (hpre fro?! 
a canoe, faid there w^s b^d new^ j that- h© hj^d 
heard " that a cutlafs had been given to one who 
*' was almofl a ftranger, whilft the King's brothers, 
*^ who h[ad been with the Englijh all thp time qn 
/ * ' «« the 
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^5 the ifland, had never had any thing of fuch con- 'T^S- 

n^ . Auguft# 
^* fequence given them, and that they mud make 

*' them foihe prrfents/' On this hint Captain 
Wil/on offered each of the King's brother^ a remnant 
of cidth, which they both received very cooly ; he 
|)refented them afterwards with White long cloth and 
fome ribbands^ but ftill not a fmile appeared on their 
feces ; by which the Captain perceived that this was 
not what they wanted.-— The event diftreffed our 
people milch ; they had dpubts whether this appa- 
rent coolnefs might arife from their having given 
the cutlafs to the Chief Minijier^ ot whether they 
had been put out of humour at the indelicacy of 
this perfoii, in having imprudently laid the EngliJJ) 
nnder the neceffity of gratifying him in a requeft^ 
which, fituated as they were, they muft have been 
under difficulties to refufe^ 

In the afternoon the Malay informed Captain 
Wil/on^ that the King' was come round into the bay,' 
being on his return to Pelewj and if he wanted to 
take leave of him he muft go off to his canoe. 
The Captain accordingly went in the jdly-boat, 
having \^^ith hifii Tom Rofe his linguift, and four 
other men. The meeting was, to hrs gteat fur- 
prize, very cool on the King's part, of courfe re- 
ferved on that of his own, faf unlike, indeed, that 
tiridifguifed opehnefs which marked the interview 
of the preceding day,^ — And I doubt not but by 
this time the reader will have fhared a portion of 

that • 
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T 785. that coricetn, for his unfiM-tuTiate countrymen, t^icft 
' ^^ * was awakened In their boibms by thi$ «nea^e£ted 
alteration m the behaviour of the natives. What 
will he think of the hearts of thefe y(i unkno'U^h in» 
habitants of PW^tt;^?--*He will have already loaded 
them With reproach, and jtidged, too hardly judged 
them to be an inconMefnt, fairhlefs people, on ^^om 
no reliance could be pJaced, whom no profeflion 
could bind.— His imagination may have ftarted a 
multitude of conjedures, yet at hft will probably 
fuppofe any thmg foouper than the real caafe which 
fpread this vifiblfe dejeftion over their trae charac- 
ter.— ^ever perhaps was exhibited a nobler ftruggle 
of native delicacy ; their hearts burnt withiii them 
lo alk a favour, which the generofity of their fleel- 
mgs would not allow them to men.tion.--*-The En^^ 
lijh had been and ftill were in their power j they had 
fought their proteftiort as unfortunate ftrangers.— 
The natives had already fhewn them, and ftill meant 
to Ihew them, every mark of hofpitality which 
their naked, unproduflive country conld affiDrd.— 
They conceived thajt what they wished to a&, as it 
might prove a temporary inconvenience, would look 
ungenerous;, and that which nM)ft checked their 
fpeaking was, that, circumftanced as- the Englifh 
were with refped to them, a requeft would have the 
appearance of a command j an idea this^, which 
fhocked their fenfibility. — 1l\\q matter they laboured 
with was, in their opinions, of the higheft imagina^ 

ble 
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Me confeqilence to them. The King had probably 1783- 
talked it over with his brothers the preceding day, 
had deliberated on it in the evening at the back of 
the ifland, and came to the cove this -day determine 
cd to propdfe it, but when there, wanted refolution 
to make it known ; yet the objeft being fo impor- 
tant^ he felt unwilling to leave it in filence, and 
perhaps conceived that he conld better difclofe it 
from his canoe, than when furrounded by fo many 
Englijh* — After much apparent ftruggle in the King's 
mind, the requeft with great difficulty was at lad 
roa4e^ and proved to be this : — that the King being 
in a few days going to battle againft an iOand that 
had done! him an injury^ he wiflied Captain Wilfon 
would permit four or five of his men to accompany 
him to war with their mufquets. Captain Wilfon 
iiribntly replied, that, the Englijh were as his own 
peqple, and that the enemies of the King were their 
•enemies* — The interpreter certainly very well tranf- 
latcd this declaration, for in an inftant every coun- 
tenance^ which was before overfbadowed, became 
brightened atnd gay* The Kitig fald he (liould want 
the men in five days, by which time his own people 
would be prepared for battle^ ahd that he wouW 
take them down to PeleiU with him the next day. 
Thus was harmony reftored between our people and 
the natives ; interrupted only for a few hours, from 
Ao othet caufe than that extreme delicacy of fenti- 

mcnt 



74 AN ACCOUNT Q^ 

1783. mcnt which no •one w6uld have expefted to haW 
"^" found in regions fo disjoined front the reft of the 
ivorld. 

The donrerfation being at an end, Cspt&in Wi^on 
taking leave returned to acquaint the officers and 
people on ihore with what had paffed at this confe- 
rence, which he hoped, would meet with their ap- 
probation. All uiiited in faying that he had afled 
with great propriety, and feemed happy to find that 
they were again on the fame good footing with the 
natives ; therefore, thar the King might fee they 
were ready, and wanted fto preparation, the: Captain 
went off once more to inform him, that the men 
would be at his orders whenever he pleafed. llii^ 
promptitude pleafed him much, and he in a very 
diftind pointed manner told Captain Wil/on that be 
was his brother Rupaeky and that he fhould regard 
the Englijh officers and people as his own people j 
and that the Captain muft fend his brother, Mr^.M. 
Wil/on^ again to Pelew^ to fee what things were thefc 
for Englijhjnen to eat, that they might be fent them j 
adding, that he would order fome of his carpenters 
to come and affifl them in building their veflfet j but 
this offer the Captain declined : and having finifhed 
what he had to fay, he then departed , with ' hi^ at- 
tendants to the back of the ifland, notifying that he 
Ihould return for the men the next morning. Cap- 
tain Wilfon^ as before, informed his officers and men 

of 
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44 all that had pafled with the king. — .In the .after- lySj. 
noon the ways were laid j the keel, ftem, and Item-" "^ 
pod fquared^ as alfo feme of the floor^-timbers. 

The King came in the forenoon of the following Sunday, 
day for the men he had been promifed; Captain '^* 
Wilfon^ on offering to make one of the number^ was 
refufed by his own people, who declared that he 
mud not expofe himfelf, as all their fafeties depend* 
ed on him. Every one of the Englijb expreffed a 
readinefs to go, but the five following being young 
me% and requefting their comrades with particu- 
lar eameftnefe to be the firft upon the lift, were 
thofe who were appointed, viz. Mr. Cumming, the 
third mate, Nicholas Tyacke^ James Bluett^ Madan 
Blarwhardj and Thomas Dulion ; they alfo took with 
them Tom Rofe as their interpreter ; the King and 
the Chiefs taking each one of them in their canoes ; 
our men being dreffe(f in blue jackets, cocked hats, 
with light blue cockades, and properly prepared 
with arms and ammunition. The King made but a 
Ihort ftay ; he faid he (hould leave four of his own 
men with our people, that they were fuch as might 
be trufted, that the expeditipn would be over in four 
days, and that all imaginable care Ihould be taken 
of the men whom he carried away. He went away 
in great friendfhip, fhaking all the Englifh by the 
hand. Our people accompanied their companions, 
ivhen they departed, to the water edge, and as they 

moved 
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^7^' iriovccJ from thd Ihore in the cdve, gave; tfcenitliMe 
cheers, the fit ft of which was only returned by the 
Englijh \ but the IJhguift giving Abba ThuUeXo un-^ 
derftand that this acdamsltion was ufed by the 
£nglijh as a fafewel, and wifli of fuccefs, the King 
made all his men ftiind np in theil* canoes and return 
the fecond and third; 

As foon as the natives were gOne^ the boats wef^ 
fertt to the wteck, but our people did hot think k lafe 
to go on boatd, as they perceived two canoes there 
of a larger conftrudion, and fevetal fmaller ones in 
fight, which they fuppofed to come from -the ifland 
which was then at war with the King j our boats 
were therefore obliged, very reluftantly^ to return 
empty. During this day our people felled feveral 
trees for at ftem, the one they before had proving 
rotten in the middle ; and their prefent leifure^ ad- 
ded to the little ptofpeft of being interrupted by the 
natives for feme days, induced them rof embrace this 
opportunity to form the plan of their intended veffeL 
Mr. Barker^ the fecond officer, who had, in the ear* 
lier part of life, been converfant in the bufinefs of a 
dock-yard, affifted Captain Wilfori and the catpenters 
in defigrliiig the veffel, which was now determined 
fhould be a Schooner, as eafier worked. The plant 
•Was fhewn to every body, and approved by stiL The 
petty officers and common men confideririg, that to 
purfue this interefting bufmefs, every individual muft 

do 
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do his part, and all concur in becoming obedient to /7^> 
the command of onefuperiof^ who fhould conduft 
and regulate the whole operaticm, the affedion eadl 
had born to their Captain, and dill bore him, thougli 
misfortune had fevered the tie between them, mad^ 
them unanimonlly requeft Captain Wilfm to be that 
onefuperiory and that he would take the command 
upon him, faithfully promifing that they would, iii 
all things, implicitly obey his orders, equally as when 
die Antelope was on float * j that (he now being a 
i»reck, they would form themfelves as a people of a 
dock-yard, and would coiufider Captain Wilfon (whc& 
former conduft they faid they Ihould ever remember 
widi the warmeft afie£lion) as the mafter, or mana^ 
ger df the yard, smd fubmit to fuch Jaws and regu- 
ladons as ulually govern pbces of that kind. No« 
thing could more affeft the fenfibility of fuch a cha- 
rader as Captain Wilfon? s^ than to fee all thofe who 
bad fetved under him, voluntarily again feek him as 
their Commander, to fhare ftill far feverer toils^ 
With a degree of joy, only exceeded by his gratitude, 
he accq)ted the flattering diftindion their generofity 
ofiered him, exprefiing at the fame time an earned 
wifli, that in cafe any cenfure or punifliment fliould 

* As every reader may wot be acquainted with r&aritimc pro-» 
cccdings, ta fuch it w3l not be improper to remark, that vvhen^ a: 
aerchant-fhip is wrecked, all authority immediately ceafes, ap<£ 
every individual \% at full liberty to (hift for himfel£* 

hereafter 
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lyBj* hereafter be found necefl^ry to be paffibd. on any m» 
^ dividual, that this unpleafant office rtiight not reft 
wit|;i him, but be decided by the majority of voices^ 
This alfo was affented to^ and all jcnned in acknow* 
Jiedgments to Mr. Barker^ whofe affiftance bad been 
fo effential in fornjing the plan of the vefel, which 
jheir own carpenter^, however affiduous arid ready^ 
would not have been ecjual to. The circumftance 
of the Antelope being fijied, ^nd ftuck to the coral 
reef, by the rock hayif^ pierced through her bdttcmi^ 
gave all our people the mod flattering hope^ that 
many ufeful and valoable materials for the purpofe 
of the new veffel might yet be faved fr6m her, be* 
fore any returning . hard gales fhould drive her to 
pieces. The fpitits of all our peopld were rettovat* 
ed, nothing prefented itfelf to them but the future 
veffel which was to convey them home ; defpondency 
w^s chaced from every mind, and each of the Englijb 
being appointed to his diftinft Action by their new 
mafter^ having dug up the tools which had been bu- 
ried previoufly to the King's vifit, as before mention- 
ed, they all went to work with the utmoft alacrity ; 
each determined Cunikilled however he might be) to 
exert his abilities and perfonal ftrength to promote 
and aid the general plan. — ^Thofe who were appoint- 
ed of the carpenter^s crew were defired by Captain 
Wilfon to regard Mr. Barker as their direftpr, and 
to receive from him fuch appointments and direc- 
tions 
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iiom in Aat department, ^ he ftiould judge mofl: 17^3- 

coavenieni:^ after he had exptn^Med thejr feparate "^ 

abaides^ : Mt, Sharps thef furgeon', and Mn M. Wii4 

y&«, were appointed to fewdcuwn trees. In wh}cb 

etnpbyment the Captain often worked himfetf. The 

boatfwain, who had formerly fer^ed part of an ap- 

prenticefliip to a blackfmith, now refumed his old 

avocation, aflifted by a mate* The gunner was to 

fee all the arms kept in good order, and occafionally 

to affift the carpenter's crew. The Chinefe were em» 

ployed as labourers, to bring the trees, when felledi 

out of the wood \ to provide water for prefent ufe> 

and fea ftore ; and two of them appointed to walh 

the linen, which though only rinfed in felt water; 

was a great refrefliment to our people at the.cloXc of 

a fultry day, and after fuch feverity of bodily toil 

as few of them before had ever experienced, 

Notwithftanding the above diftribution, they occa* 
fionally changed their employments as circumftances 
arofe. The getting things out of the fliip at the 
time flie ftruck, as well as the inattention every one 
had tohimfelf in that calamitous moment, as alfo the 
frequent vifiting and getting materials from her 
after, had expofed many of our people to great 
bruifes and wounds, on which account Mr. Sharp 
was occafionally taken off from his new employment 
pffawing trees, to his more natural one ofadmi^ 
i(uftering relief to thgfe who flood in need of it. 

All 
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1785. The boats again vifited the wreck very early, aiut 
J^. returne4 at three o'clock in the afternoon, bring* 

Tueiday . . 

19, ing two hawfers and fome boards. Some of our 
people employed in procuring water, which was 
found to be rather a fcarce article,— The barricade 
was alfo continued.-^There was this day little wind, 
the weather being overcaft, with fome loud claps of 
thunder.*— One of the natives having' ftolen a fmall 
hatchet, that was carried in the boat to the wreck, 
was getting off with it in his canoe ; but a mufquet 
being fir^d, charged only with pow(i^,' m order to 
frighten him, one oiF the people, whom the King 
left, went in the jolly-boat, and made him reftore it. 
Wedncf- Though' the morning was fho\)very, ~the boats 
i^j 20, returiied again to the -wreck. Thofe on land em- 
ploye4 tjiemfelves in carrying on the barricade on 
tlie (id6^ <^f the land, wher^ they were ftill affailable. 
The icarpetiters fitted the fcarfe of the item and 
ftern-poft* -About one o'clock the jolly-boat rer 
turned with the lower (hroud hawfer, fome plank, 
copper, and other ftores.^ - By her our people were 
informed, that the King*s fon had been on board 
the 'wreck, and had fixed a gre^n branch at each- 
maft-head* The Englijh were impatient for the re- 
turn of the pinnace, and about three o^clock k ar-. 
rived. Our people in the jolly-boat bad conceived,' 
by the fignals put ofn' the maft-heads^. that the King'&' 
expedition againft hfe enemies was Over ; but thofe in 
t^e pinnace rather fuppofed them to be placed thefe 

either 
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either to deter any of the canoes of the neighbouring 1783- 
iflands from coming abroad, or probably as a fignal 
which might be underftood by the canoes, that ought 
to have attended the King to battle, that he was de- 
parted, and that they fhould follow him (and this 
was afterwards found to be the cafe) j but their in- 
terpreter being at that time gone with the expedition, 
they had nothing but their own conjeftures to truft 
to. The afternoon was employed in laying the blocks 
for the keel ; having fixed upon the ground where 
the vefTel fhould be built, which was juft without the 
barricade, in front of the Cove. They had much 
rain and thunder this evening. 

The boats made one trip this day, and brought a Thurfday 
good quantity of plank, and fo'me junk for oakum. 
They alfo difcovered a cafk of Arrack belonging to 
Mr. Barker^ it was half a leaguer, and having been 
covered by the (lores, had not been perceived when 
the reft of the liquors were ftaved. This was brought 
on fliore, and given to Captain Wilfon^ to ufe at his 
difcertion j the people were apprehenfive it would be 
ordered to be ftaved, which the Captain perceiving 
by their whifperitig amongft themfelves, propofed 
it fliould be kept, and each perfon have a pint of 
grog ^very evening after work was over, until it 
fliould be expended. This diftribution was approved 
by all, and the caik immediately fecured in the tent. 

All hands (the morning being fine) were hard at Friday 
work in the dock-yard J and at ten o'clock they got 

H the 
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^7^3' the keel laid on the blocks, and the ftem and fterrt-' 
poft bolted. In the afternoon the boats, which had 
departed early, returned from the wreck, britiging 
with them a good deal more plank, two cafks of 
beef in calk, and more tfaan that q\iantity loofe, be- 
fides fome empty water-cafks, which our people were 
obliged to be attemive to, in order to fecufe enough 
for their future voyage, the natives having deftroyed 
feveral of them for the fake of the iron hoops. — Some 
Kttle murmuring having arofe among thofe who were 
ftationed to the carpenter's work, the heat of the 
weather and their new employment having terribly 
bliftered their hands, and their bodily fatigue added 
to this^ had given birth to the difcontent y in the 
evening, after fupper. Captain Wil/on took occafion 
to notice the uneafmefs he had difcovered, and how 
blameable it was in thofe, who were bed able to 
labour, to exprefs fuch diflatisfadion, when even 
the weakeft partook of their fliare in the general 
toil i and thus, by a proper and well-timed reafon- 
ing, every difquiet was fubdued, and perfeft har- 
mony and good-humour reftored. — It was propofed, 
that all fhould drink to the fuccefs of the Relief, 
which was the name intended to be given the veffel 
now begun ; and on this pleafant occafion the Cap" 
tain allotted every man a double allowance of grog. 
Saturday Squally weather ; yet the boats brought one of 
^^' the fix-pounders on fhore. Our people were bufied 
all day about the veffel. By fome canoes feen to- 
day, 



THE PELEW ISLANDS* 8^ 

day, it wa^ underftood, that the King was returned 17B3. 
to Pelew from the expedition. 

Our boats, in theit fevcral trips, having got as Sunday 
much plank and (lores as Was judged would be fuf- ^4* 
ficient for their prefent wants, all hands were cm- 
ployed about the veflel, and in felling timber. The 
gunner^ with other afliftants, got the fix-pounder 
mounted on a carriage, and fpunged and fcaled, fit 
for fervice, which was then fixed in the opening of 
the barricade prepared for it, fo as to command the 
entrance of the cove. This day a fmall fpring of 
water was difcovered in the harbour. 
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'78j. CHAPTER tt. 

Augult^ 

* 

The Five Men^ with the Interpreter^ who went ivith 

the King on his Expedition, return fafe, accompani' 
ed by Raa Kook, — The Account of the Succefs of 
that Expedition* — Raa Kook, in the King*s Name^ 
gives the JJland of Oroolong to the Englifli. — Cap- 
tain Wilfon invited by the King to Pelew i^^-^-^xcufes 
himfelffor the prefent, but fends Mr* Bcngcr, and 
Mr. M. Wilfon, his Brother , with the Linguiji^ 
to compliment Abba ThuUe on his late ViSlory. — 
Captain Wilfon goes in his Boat round the I/land.-'^ 
The Veffel continues to get advanced.-^MeJfrs. Ben^ 
ger and Wilfon return frorn Pelew. 

Monday T^ 

25. X HE whole attention of our people was beftowed 
on the variety of bufinefs neceflary to the advance- 
ment of the veffel. As the boats were going off this 
day to the (hip, they faw four canoes, full of men, 
coming towards the harbour from the fouthward j 
and as our people underftood thofe iflands were at 
variance with the King of Pelew j the boats return- 
ed, and foon after thefe canoes came alhore j thofc 
who were in them landed, with great marks of timi- 
dity and caution ; they feemed (as far as we could 
interpret their figns) to intimate a defire to 1 ok 
round the cove, and were probably induced to take 

a view 
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a view of the new-arrived creatures, whom accident 17^3* 
and misfortune had thrown upon this ifland. There 
was among them a Rupack^ who was judged, by the 
kind of bone on his arm, to be of am inferior order ; 
but the linguift b^ing abfent, it was impoflible to 
difcovef who they were. Captain Wilfon conduced 
them round the cove, and fhewed them the works 
which were begun. They remained on fhore little 
more than an hour, and appeared greatly fatisfied ; 
departing full of acknowledgments for the civilities 
which had been Ihewn them, neither they or their 
jittendants pilfering, or alking for any thing. 

Our people now opened a communication from 
one tent to the other, through which they might re- 
treat, or join, in cafe of an attack ; and they alfo fet- 
tled the plan of defence within the barricade, and 
each man had his poft afligned him. The reafon of 
making thefe preparations was, the long (lay the 
people made who were gone with the King to battle ; 
they underftood that they would be back in four or 
five days, and this was the ninth morning they had 
been abfent. In the afternoon four other canoes 
were perceived making into the harbour ; by the 
boatmen fplafliing and flourifliing their paddles, our 
people conceived the King was on board one of 
them, but to their great fatisfadion they foon faw 
they were their countrymen returned. — They were 
welcomed with every teftimony of joy; and it was 
no fmall pleafure to thofe left on the ifland, to fee 

them 
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178.^- them all come back in health and fpirits* They re- 
ported they had been very kindly treated ever iince 
their departure, the natives behaving to them in the 
moft friendly unreferved manner. The King's bro- 
ther, Raa Kooky came back with them. The canoes 
brought great quantities of yams and cocoarnuts, and 
the King had given to each of the men who went on 
this expedition a b^lket of fweetmeats, and alfo fent 
fome bafket? to the Captain ; this fweetmeat they 
diftributed very liberally amojigft their countrymen, 
but it was not much relifhed, being found dry and 
hard, infomuch that the failors gave it the name of 
Choak Dog. — But of this I fhall have bccafion to fpeak 
again, when I come tq defcribe the cuftqms and 
manners of the natives. 

The following was the account our people gave of 
their expedition, which was confirmed by Mr. Cuni' 
min*s journal, who went with them. 

Having departed the 17th, they went to one of 
the King's iflands, about fix leagues to the eaftward 
of the cove, where they were received with great 
kindnefs, and treated with much hofpitality j after 
remaining there all night, they fetoff the next morn- 
ing for Pelew^ the place of the King's xefidence, 
which was in an ifland about three Qr four mil^s dif- 
tant : here they remained till the 21ft, the King not 
being till then able tp g^t together all his canoes ; 
however, by day-light on the 21ft, they muftered 
before the King's houfe with their arms, which con- 

, filled 
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filled of bamboo darts from five to eight feet long^ i7^3- 
pointed with the wood of the beetle-nut tree and 
bearded ; thefe they ufe for clofe quarters, but they 
have fhort ones for diftance, which they throw with 
a fhort ftick of about two feet long, having a notch 
cut in it to receive the point of the dart, and place 
their hand at the other extremity of the dart, which, 
being made of bamboo, is elaftic ^nd comprefled into 
a curve, proportioned to the diftance they aim at, 
and being then fufFered to fpring, in general it comes 
down perpendicular on the objed to which it is di- 
refted. 

The Englijh embarked in five different canoes, 
and went away to the eaftward about ten or twelve 
leagues, calling as they went along at feveral of the 
King's villages to refrefh and reinforce ; at half an 
hour paft two in the afternoon, they got in fight of 
the ejiemy. The King had with him now a fleet of 
one hundred and fifty canoes, on board of whicji 
were confiderably above one thoufand men. Of the 
enemy's forces our people dould form no certainty. 
Before the adion, Raa Kook went in his canoe clofe 
to the town, and fpoke to the enemy for fome time, 
having Thomas Dulton in the boat with him, who had 
direftions not to fire till fuch time as the fignal agreed 
on fhould be given him. What the General faid, 
. bemg received by the enemy with great indifference, 
Raa Kook threw a fpear at them, which they almofl 
imr^ediately returned : this being the fignal for fir*. 
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1783' ng, was inftantly obeyed ; a man was.feen to fall 
^^" * direftly, and this threw the enemy into great con-* 
, fufion. Such as were on fliore ran away, and the 
greater part of thofe in the canoes jumped into the 
water and made for land ; a few more mufkets were 
fired, which difperfed the enemy intirely : and our 
friends feemed perfeftly fatisfied with their putting 
them to flight, and iii this mark of viftory, but made 
no other ufe of it than to land, ftrip fome cocoa-nut 
trees of their fruit, and carry off fome yams and other 
provifion. After this fight, or more properly this 
attack, the fleet returned homeward, the King being 
highly pleafed with his triumph. They flopped ^t 
feveral places in their way, where the women broughf 
out fweet liquor for the people to drink; and it 
being too far to get home that night, the fleet dif- 
, perfed up feveral fmall creeks, about eight o'clock 
in the evening, where they flept. The next morn^ 
ing feafls were prepared in all the neighbouring 
houfes, and at three in the afternoon th^ people re- 
embarked, and fet oiF for Pelew^ whete. they arrived 
fafe about feven the fame evening. — Here alfo they 
found the women ready to receive them, with cocoa- 
nut fliells filled with fweet liquor. On landing, the 
Englijh fired a volley, and gave three cheers, with 
which the King appeared greatly pleafed. Here our 
people flept, and were told that they mult ftay and 
reft themfelves the next day, and fet oflF for their 
ifland the day fuc^eeding. There was nothing but 
j-ejoicing and feftivity in the town the next morning, 

and 
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and the'reft of the day was pafled with hilarity, and t7^3- 
celebrated with forigs and dances made on the occa- 
Con, 

Before our people embarked, the King took them to 
his houfe, treated them with fome ftewed turtle, expref- 
fed great fatisfaftion in their behaviour, and promif- 
ed to fend to their ifland fupplies of yams ; afking 
them if they thought Captain Wil/on would again , 
fp^re him ten men to go againft the fame people, in- 
timating alfo a defign he had againft another ifland ; 
Mr, Cummin declined giving an anfwer to this quef- 
tion, faying he could undertake nothing without the 
Captain's orders. — After breakfaft the King went 
down to the water-fide with the Englijh, where he 
parted with them in a very kind manner, fending two 
large canoes laden with yapis for the reft ot their 
countrymen. They then paffed over to the fmall 
ifland where they had firft landed, and walked acrcrfs 
it with the General, who accompanied them, and 
who ordered the canoes to go round to the other fide ; 
they were now condudcd to their firft night's habi- 
tation, where their old friends received them (if pof- 
fible") more hofpitably than before ; both fexes flock- 
ing about them, and making figns to exprefs their 
knowledge of the defeat of the King's enemies. Here 
they ftaid the night, and after a paflage this morning 
of five hours, rejoined their fliipmates, to the mutual 
iatisfaftionof all. 

The Arrack having been found during the time 
Our countrymen had been abfem, at their return 

they 
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1783- they were ferved the liquor due to them, in the pxo* 
^ * portion that it had been ufed at the tents in their 
abfence, which they invited their comrades to par^ 
take of in the evening, and this, with the yams and 
cocoa-nuts they brought, made a fetft. — ^Thofe who 
had been abfent were exceedingly rejoiced to fee the 
harbour and tents put in a ftate of defence; but, 
above all, at the prpgrefs in the veflel, wherein all 
the future hopes of every individual were already 
in imagination embarked. 
Tuefday At day-break the boatfwain, as ufual, piped all 
^^' out to their feparate departments ; and thofe who 
Jiad been at the war, having depofited with the gun^ 
ner their military weapons, moft willingly joined iq 
the convention which had been made in their abr 
fence, and entered on their different talks. 

Raa Kook having informed Captain Wilfon the 
preceding night, that his brother, Abba Thulhy had 
given to him, for the Englijh^ the ifland he was theq 
on, the name of which they had not heard before, 
but now learnt it was called Or oolong; after breaki^ 
faft. Captain Wilfon^ in teftimony of the King's dona-r 
tion, hoifted the Britijh pendant, apd fired thre^ 
vollies of fmall arms, in token of their taking poA 
feffion of it for the Englijlo. — ^Our people faying, a^i 
they returned in the canoes from Pelew^ that th^ 
natives were conft^ntly pointing to the ifland, calling 
^ it Englifh^ and Englijbmen\ land, the King had fent 
his brother to make known (q Captain Wilfon this 

grant 



If 

THE PELEW ISLANDS, 93 

grant of the ifland, as alfo tQ give the Captain an '783- 
invitation to Pelew : be excufed birafelf for thfi pre^ 
fent, haying fo much to jittend to at Oroolong ; but 
f^nt Mr. Benger^ who had b^en Firft Mate of the 
Antelope^ and hi^ brother, Mr. M. Wilfon^ with the 
liuguift, Tom Rofe^ and one of the China-men^ \yho 
were accompanied by the General, Raa JCook^ to 
compliment the King upon his vidory, and to pre-r 
lent the refpedts of himfelf and all his countrymen 
on the occafion. The reafon of Captain Wilfon^s 
fending one of the China-men was this, that he might 
iiotice more particularly the produce of the country, 
and examine if there might not be vegetables good 
to eat which th^ natives overlooked, pr did not at- 
tend to ; he alfo gave him in charge tp be very accu-f 
rate in qbferving if they had not plants at Pelew 
fimilar to thofe in his own country. The Chinefe 
being all tolerable Botanijls^ and Jiving fo much oq 
vegetables, that turn a China m{in on any fpqt, be 
wpuld contrive to pick a meal for himfelf from il. 
The truth of this remark Captain Wilfon had exper 
rienced from repeated voyages he had made to China^ 
a3 well as from the general charader of thofe people, 
This afternoon, after feeing one of the frame tim- 
bers up, the Captain we;nt round bis new ifland in 
the jolly-boat, in order to obferve its fliores, and its 
external appearance. He found the fouth fide of it 
almoft a perpendicular rock, covered with wood, 
among which he pbferve4 abundance of tbe cabbage- 
tree. 
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1 783* tree, but growing in places inacceffible from the 
water. — ^I'he weft fide had a fair fandy bea(^h, and 
fome level ground between the fea and the hillsl— 
It was here where the well was, whence our people 
brought their water ; and many traces of antient 
plantations were found, fufficient to demohftrate 
that the ifland had formerly been inhabited.~-The 
. northern part is a fteep rock covered with trees. 
As the boat rowed along its fide they had often 
breezes from it, wafting a moft fweet and agreeable 
fmell. On the eaft fide was the bay and harbour, 
which lay eaft and weft ; it was judged the whole 
circumference of the ifland did not exceed three 
miles J the coming in from the coral reef is to keep 
right for a fmall opening which feparates the ifland 
of Oroolong froni an uninhabited ifland to the eaft- 
ward of it, until the bay opens, then haul up weft 
into the harbour ; the courfi? before will have been 
about fouth. 
Wednef. The morning being fine, the jolly-boat was dif* 

^^^ ^-^' patched to the watering-place to fetch fome timbers 
for futtocks, and to haul the feine ; but no fifli could 
be caught. Some hands were fent to try to procure 
' fome cabbages, in which they fucceeded ; they were 
drefled for fupper, and found to be very good.— • 
Some of our people, who had been cutting timber 
at the watering-place, inftead of coming back in 
the jolly-boat with their companions , chofe to return 
home over land, and the evening being far advanced, 

they 
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they narrowly efcaped with their li^nes.-^The jolly- iy^3* 
boat returning to the tents when it was dark, 
brought an account, that thefe men (who intend- 
ed to come over land) had fet out fome time be* 
fore the boat ; and it being then late, ^nd no tidings 
of them, much uneafinefs was entertained on their 
account. People were immediately fent out with 
lanthems to go in queft of them, who as they went 
on, every now and then hallooed. — ^The voices be- 
ing heard, and known, the benighted travellers very 
prudently halted till the lights they had difcovered 
at a diftance came up with them j and moft fortu* 
nate it was that they did fo, for when their fliip- 
mates arrived they found them on the edge of a 
dreadful precipice, where, had they advanced a few 
fteps further, they muft inevitably have plunged to the 
bottom. All were happy to fee them return after 
io great an efcape. — This evening jirra Kooker ar* 
rived, and paffed the night with our people; he 
brought with him all his fpirits and gaiety, and en- 
tertained them wonderfully with the pleafant de- 
fcription he gave of the late engagement, ading, 
with his accuftomed humour and geftures, the panic 
which feized the enemy the inftant tbey heard the 
report of the Englijh guns. 

The pinnace was fent off fo the wreck to feareh Thurfday 
if no further neceffaries could be ftill recovered. — ^^' 
Captain Wilfon went to the top of the hill above the 
tents, and had a fpot of ground cleared, in order 

to 
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17^5* to ufc It as a look-out or obfervatory, to fee if a pat 
lage could be diffcovered in the reef* On examina->^ 
tion, it was thought that there was apparently a 
good one, right out from the weft point of the ifland. 
— ^It had hitherto been a great doubt among our 
people, whether a veflel of the fize theirs muft be 
(though intended to be no larger than was neceffafy 
to convey themfelves and provifioiis in fafety to- 
China J would be able to find a paffage through the 
reef capable of allowing her to float over, Arra 
Kooker left the ifland this day, and another frame 
timber was got up. — ^I'he Chinefe were bufied in 
wafliing the few clothes that were faved. 

Friday The weather cloudy ; no canoes at the ifland.*— 
The boatfwain employed in making a main-fail for 
the veflel out of the remains of the fails that had 
been faved. — ^The^ jolly-boat made three trips for 
timber to-day, which being cut down at the back 
of the ifland and roughed oflf", they could eafily ma- 
nage to bring round.— It was found that the tides 
rofe about nine feet upon the fpring, and it was 
high-water about nine o'clock upon the full and 
change of the moon* About four P. M. Mr. Ben- 
gery Mr. Wil/on, and the China-man^ returned in a 
canoe, and foon after Raa Kook with the linguifl: 
in another. Mr. Benger brought an account, that 
they were received and treated by the King and his 
people with the nioft perfeft friendfliip and hofpita- 
lity J that they were conftantly praifmg the power 

and 
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and exploits of the Englijh^ to whom they ifcribed .^'^^* 
the fuccefs in the late battle ; repeating the word 
Englees inceflantly in their fongs, at their dances and 
rejoicings, which he faid were ndt then over ; and 
that they were meditating another expedition, more 
formidable than the laft, in which they meant to 
rely on the afliftance of the Englijh. — Mr. Benger 
faid their houfes were tolerably good, with planta-* 
tions of yams and cocoa-nuts about them ; that the 
foil appeai*ed to be rich and fertile j that they have 
neither com, or cattle of any kind, nor did he fee 
much fruit or produce of any great ufe or value. — 
The ChinarTnan alfo added, *' that this have very poor 
** place i and very poor people ; no got cloathsj no got 
" rice J no got hog^ no got nothings only yam^ little fjhy 
" and cocoa-nut ; no got nothing make trade ^ very little 
" make eatJ^ This fellow's defcription, which I 
have given in his own words, fufEciently fhewed that 
he viewed mankind with the eye of a Dutchman^ only 
calculating what was to be got from them. — The 
mind of a fpeculative reader is far otherwife engag- 
ed ; he, in the difperfed families of the world, traces 
the hand of Providence guiding all things with uner- 
ring wifdom. — ^He marks it balancing with equal 
fcale its bleffings to the children of men ; and con- 
fiders human nature, however unadorned, when 
dignified by virtuous fimplicity, as one of the no- 
hleft objeds of contemplation. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 

Auguft. 

A pqffage is dif covered through the Coral Reef^ /nff^^f"^ 
ent to carry out the Vefel when completed. — Captain 
Wilfon, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Devis, and Henry 
Wilfon, go to Pelew to vifit the King. — An Account 
ef the Hofpitality with which they were received. — 
Some Defcription of the Manners of the h'ati'uesj . 
and their Mode of Living. — Mr. Sharp is requejted 
to go into the Country to fee a fick Child of one of 
the Rupacks, which he does^ and returns to Pelew* 

Sabirday 1 HE motning proved fo wet that our people 
^ * could not (land out to work, but were employed in 
the tents. Raa Kook^ fent away fonie of the canoes 
which came with him, detaining only fuch as were 
to carry Captain Wilfon down to Pelew. — ^The Malay •^ 
who had been the interpreter to the natives, and 
whofe name was Soo^e^ being on fliore, took a 
compafs, and pointing to the S. S. W. faid, that 
five days fall from Oroolong^ on that point of the com- 

» pafs, was the place he/ came from, which he called 

Monado ; that there were about forty Dutch people 
there, abundance of pepper, and plenty of hogs and 
poultry. He faid Monado was three days fail froni 
Batavia; that when heleft Batavia they had three 
Yeflels or proas, that two of them parted company, 

and 
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and that the one he was on board of, going from 1783. 
Monado to Ternate^ was driven by a hard gale of 
wind hither, where they were wrecked. Our peo* 
plefiippofed there was much felfhood in this fellow'^ 
account, and, from converfations their own linguift 
had with him, they fufpefted thefe people had been 
Malay pirates ^ which they afterwards had confirmed, 
by one of them who was brought to England. — ^In the 
afternoon Mr. Cummin was fent in the jolly-boat, 
to try for the paffage through the reef which was 
thought to have been difcovered the day before, 
from the Jook'out above the tents. Captain Wfl/on 
took up fome men, and cleared ftill more the fpot 
intended for an obfervatory.--— -The, jolly-boat 
returned, after having been without the reef 
through a narrow paffage, in which they found 
at low-water three feet and a half of water, and, 
as it rofe eight or nine feet upon a fpring-tide, it was 
judged there muft be at thofe times twelve feet of 
water, which would be almoft double the draught of 
the Schooner when finiflied*— This was an informa- 
tion which revived every one's hopes and made all 
our people look forward with frefli fpirits. Intelli^ 
gcnce was alfo brought, that they had found feven 
fathom water immediately without the reef, and 
three fathom within in the flioaleft part, which was 
a narrow bank of fand that formed a bar. — Thefe 
obfervations were taken at low-water, or when very 
tittle ilood was made. 

I SB8989A 
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1783- The Captain having fixed this day for his going 
Sund ' ^^ "^^^^ ^^^ King at Pelew^ as foon as all had break- 
31. faftedyhe read prayers in the tent j Raa Kook^ with 
fuch of the natives as were waiting to aeeompany 
hiiB, attended divine ferviee, and were mod exceed-' 
ingly attentive, following cxaftly what they faw our 
people did, in rifmg or kneeling^ except that inftead 
of kneeling, they would fquat down on their hams^ 
After pi^ayers were ended. Captain Wil/on took leave 
©f his people, taking with him Mr. Sharp, Mr. Devis, 
and his fon Mr. Henry Wil/on ; they went in the jolly- 
boat ; the General accompanying, him in hi& Canoe.^ 
They left the tents about e^ht o'clock in the morn- 
ings At nooii' as they approached the little ifland 
which lies about three or four miles^ in the fea oflF 
Pelew } they obferved Raa KooVs canoe,, paddling 
away at a great rate to get a-head of them ; he juft 
ftept on fhore at a little town fituated by the water 
edge, and foon returned to meet them, diredUng 
their courfe to the leeward df the ifland, where they 
were met by another canoe, laden with yams, cocoa- 
nuts, and fweetmeats, to refrelh them on their paf- 
fage. This explained immediately the reafon of the 
General's quitting them fo fuddenly, which they now 
perceived was merely to indulge his holpitable difpo-* 
fition, and from his anxiety left our people fhould 
be fetigued for want of refrefhment* Every one 
partook of this entertamment, and then proceeded ;• 
and reached the ifland of Pelenx^ about one* ©clock 
in the afternoon. 
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As Pelew came in fight, the jolly-boat hoifted iT^S- 
En^li/h colours, arid fired three mufquets; which 
were anfwered, as they approached nearer the fhore, 
by a white flag ftuck on a pole j this was conceived 
to baVe been fiiggefted by the Malay ^ and proved to 
be feme of the white cloth that had been given to 
the King. Raa Kook having quitted his canoe^ 
came into the jolly-boat ; and our people, on land"- 
ing, fired three mufquets more, after having hoifted 
their colours, and fixed thetn in the ground oppofite 
a houfe clofe to the water-fide, at the end of the 
caufeway where they came on fhore j to which houfe 
oiir people were cbriduaed by Raa Kooky to wait the 
Eng's coming, be having difpatched a meffenger to 
notify the Captain's arrival. 

Before the King appeared, fome of the natives 
were fent down with refrefliments ; they firft brought 
a large tureen, made of wood, in the fliape of a bird, 
and inlaid with flielf , this was full of fweet drink ; 
they alfo brought a painted ftand, about two feet in 
height, inlaid in the fame riianner as the tureen, 
upon which were fweetmeats garni(hed with Seville 
oranges ) next came a balket of boiled yams, follow- 
ed by another of young coCoa-nuts ; thefe were all 
placed in a kind of order, preparatory to the King's 
coming*. On his arrival Captatin Wlfon rofe, aftd 
I 2 embraced 

* It wa« viery remarkable, that, thronged as the hotife was, 
aad every avenue to it, yet as foon as it was known that the King 

waa 
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1783* embraced him, as he had dcmc at their firfl iaterview^ 
Abba T^huUe fat down by him, and they were then 
ferved with the before-mentioned provifion*,; by a 
man who feemed to aft as a butler, and gave to each a 
portion, by the King's direOiions. After this' enters 
tainment was over. Captain Wilfon offered hkn die 
prefent he had brought, which conf^ed of fome 
iron-hx>ops, fome necklaces made of gold and filver 
lace, tied with ribband at eich end; to which be 
meant to have added a few files, but one of tlie 
natives purloined them from the perfon who had 
them in chaJ-gCw 

The King came down without any ftate, and feem- 
ed only attended by thofe whom curiofity to fee the 
Englijh had brought together ; the houfe, and every 
part about it, was thfongcd with the natives, to fee 
our Captain, who had dreffcd himflelf in the Comptin/s 
uniform. 

After the fepaft was ended, Mr. Devis^ who was 
a draughtfman, being ftruck with the appearjmce of 
a woman who was prefent, toc^ out a piece of paper, 
and was making a fketch of her figure ; which, be- 
fore he had completed, the lady noticing that he 
had repeatedly looked her earneftly in the face, and 
marked fomething down, was diftreffed at it, and 
rofe up to go avay, in appearance very much agi- 
tated J nor could (he be perfuaded to ftay, although 

was approaching the mofl profound and reverential filence was 
preftrved. 
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fome of the Rupacks prefent laughed heartily at her 1783* 
alarm : which fed our people to conceive that flie was 
the wife of one of them. A Rupack looking over 
Mr. Devises fhoulder, feemed pleafed at the repre* 
fentation, or likenefs, and wifhed to hand it up to 
the King ; who fo readily entered into a true idea of 
the art, that he immediately fent ^ mcffenger to 
order two of his women to come down to the houfe 
where he was : they arrived very foon, and placed 
themfelves at the window fronting where Mr. Devis 
was feated, at which thefe ladies could ftand without 
being fecn lower than the waift ; — ^perceiving, as 
they looked into the houfe, a fmile on every coun- 
tenance, they at firft appeared pleafed themfelves, 
and the King told them the reafon why he had fent 
for them ; but foon noticing Mr. Devis fixing his 
cyes^arncftly on them,^they did not know what to 
njake of the bufinefs, and began to look exceeding^ 
ly grave. The King then feemed to chide them, on 
which they ftopd quiet, and rather affumed an «afier 
3ir. Mr. Devis having finifhed his Iketches, prefented 
ihcm to the King, he fhewed them immediately to 
his women, who feemed pleafed in viewing on paper 
a fancied likencfs of themfelves, and appeared as if 
^ little afliamed athaving been fo fooliflily and un- 
neceffarily diftreffed^ 

The Kmg then defired Mr. Devis to lend him a 
piece of paper, and his pencil, on which he attempt- 
ed to delineate three or four figures, very rudely, 

without 
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17S3- without the leaft proportion ; their heads, inftead of 
' ^n oval, being in a pointed form like a fugar -loaf. 
Nor let any one conclude from this circumftancc, 
that the King was oftentatious to exhibit the little 
knowledge he poffefled of the art; I rather mention 
it as a proof of his opennefs of temper, to let Mr. 
Devis fee that h<^ wa§ not totally ignorant of what 
was meant by it ; nor was it Jefs a mark of his coji- 
defcen^pji, in (hewing he could very imperfeftly trace 
what the artift was able more happily to deline- 
ate. He approved in the llranger thofe talents he 
would himfelf have been ambitious to poffefs, and in 
his manner of teftifying hi§ approbation, exhibited in 
captivating colours that which no peiicil could dif- 
play— the urbanity of a no|)le inind^ 

The King now fignified to his guefts, that he 
would conduft them up to the town ; they expreffed 
their readinefs to attend him, and ordered their co- 
lours to be raifed and carried before them, wifliing 
to imprefs on the natives what little idea of ceremo- 
ny their forlorn fituatipn could admit of. Pelew is 
hardly more than a quarter of a mile from the ihore ; 
they afcended a bank into a wood, led by the King 
and Raa Kooky and followed by a great cpncourfe 
of people. Having paffed the wood, they found 
themfelves on a fine broad caufeway, or pavement, 
with rows of trees on each fide, forming a grove ; 
this caufeway was raifed about two feet above the 
level of the ground, and was about ten feet iq width, 

having 
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liaving a broad .flat ftone running along the middle, '7^3' 
for the greater conyeniency of walking; it was pav- 
^ on each fide Avith (tones of a fmaUer fize., and lefe 
worked j this caufeway led to the town, and then 
parted to the right and left ; the one conducing to 
where fome of their boat-houfes were erefted, tb? 
other to Aeir bathing-place. 

Having now reached Pelew^ they eame into a large 
^uare pavement, round which were feveral houfes ; 
pur people were condu£l;€4 to one that flood in the 
centre of one of the fides. Out of thi^ houfe iiTued 
9 number of women, who were waiting to fee thefe 
new Beings the Englijh^ and whom they foon under- 
ftood were the wives of fome of the Rupacks^ or great 
pfficers of ftate ; thefe were rather fairer than the reft 
of the women, had fon^e Jittle ornaments about them, 
and thw faces aijid br^afts w£re rubbed over witjk 
turmeric. 

The King, and his brother Raa Kookj led his gueft$ 
into this houfe, into which the women returned, and 
received them with much joy, pr-efenting their com- 
pany with coqoa-nuts, ^nd fweet drink, which all 
fat down and partook of. llie ladies alfo feated 
themfelv^s, and taking a parcel of leaves, began 
making mats j an einployinent in which they pafs a 
great part of their time. The King informed his 
guefts that this houfe was to be their abode as long 
js they remained at Pe/ewj and that there they were 
te ileep. After which he rofe up, and withdrew. 
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17^5- previoufly apologizing to Captain Wilfon for retiring^ 
faying he was going to bathe* Soon after a meffage 
came to Raa Kook, from the Queen, to requeft flic 
might fee the Englifh. at her dwelling ; they attend- 
ed the General ihither, through a pathway from the 
back of the houfc where they were, which led into 
^ grove of cocoa-nut trees ; having crofled the 
grov€5, they came to a fmall retired habitation, in 
the front of which was a fquare, formed with paved 
flone, furr^ounded alfo with cocoa nut trees. Imme- 
diately before this houfe was a rail, on which were 
fome tame pigeons, tied by the leg. This is a bird 
held in fuch eftimation in thefe iflands, that none 
but the Rupachy and their families^ are allowed to 
cat of them. As they approached, the Queen open* 
ed her window, and fpoke to R,aa Kook^ to defire thq 
Englijh would fit down on the pavement before her ; 
• which being complied with, a number of attendants 
brought out yams, cocoa- nuts, and fweet drink; 
and whilft they were partaking of thefe the Queen 
a&ed Raa Kook many queftions about our people, 
and then fent them one broiled pigeon f which they 
drels without drawing) that every pne might hav^ ^ 
bit to tafte ; giving them to underftand, that this 
was the greateft rarity that the country produced. 
She took very great notice of the Engiyh^ and wifli- 
ed fome of them vould come clofe to the window, 
and draw up their coat-fleeves, that fhe might fee 
the colour of their Ikin ; after Ihe had viewed them 

atten* 
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attentively, and afked, through the General, as many 1 7^3- 
circumftarices refpefting them as flie thought ihc ^^ 
could with propriety obtrude, (he fignified that ihc 
would not longer trefpafs on their time by detaining 
them ; fo they rofe and took leave of her *. 

The General now told them he wiihed to conduQ: 
them to his own houfe, which was a little diftantirom 
the firft fquare, where the King had allotted them 
their habitation. — At the houfe of this Chief they 
were received quite in a family way, without any 
form ; they were obliged juft to tafte of what was 
fet before them, though their appetites had been 
fufficiently taken away by partaking of fo many en- 
tertainments before. Raa Kook^s wife brought them 
in a broiled- pigeon, which they, out of compliment, 
eat a bit of, for the honour done them.— In this do- 
meftic fcene Raa Kaok appeared in a new and amia- 
ble light ; it wag a fituation which placed to their 
view that benevolent' heart of his they had themfelves 
before frequently noticed.— Here he was furround- 
fed by feveral of his children, two of whom were 
very young, and feemed almoft of the fame age ; they 
were climbing up his knees and careffing him, whilft 
he feemed to enjoy great pleafure in rolling and tof- 
fing them about, handing them to our people, that 
they might alfo notice and play with them. 

* This lady feemed to have a greater degree of refpeft and at- 
tention paid her than any other of the King's wives ; (he never 
went abroad, and her houfe was the King's general refidence. 

Whilft- 



,o8 AN ACCOUNT OF 

1 783.. Whilft the attention of Captain Wilfon and his com* 
"*^' panions had been engaged by this interefting fcene, 
the night had crept faft on them, and it being no w 
quite dark they requefled leave to retire ; Raa Koak 
apologized for not waiting on them home, but or^^ 
dered one of his pwn people and the Malay to con^- 
4u<5l them back* 

Being arrived atthejr allotted dwelling, they learnt 
that the King had been there after his bathing, but 
underftanding they were gone abroad with his bro- 
ther, he had retired to his own houfe, but had fent 
jhem fome fifh for fupper.-^After fupper Raa Kook 
, fent mats for them to fleep on, and called himfelf 
before he went to reft, to fee if they were fupplied 
with every thing they ftood in want of, and which it 
^as in his power to offer.r-^O^r people repofed on 
thefe mat3 at one end of the houfe, the King having 
ordered fome of his own men tg fleep at the other 
end, to protect thejn from any inconveniengy which 
jnight arifc from the curiofity of the natives, as well 
as to watch the fires, made to keep them from the 
dews and mofquitos. They all repofed very well, ii^ 
the ftiUeft degree fatisfied with the great attention 
and kindnefs of their new friends.-r^The night prov-r 
Tpd both windy and wet, but they found their habita- 
tion perfedly dry ; their houfes being fo well thatch-? 
ed, that the weather rarely is able to penetrate them. 
Scptem. Raa Kook called on them very early in the morn- 
Monday .^^ , j^ ^jj j^j^ ^^j^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ j^j^ CDuntenancQ 

fuch 
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fuch a look of good-humouT and co>ngrattilation as 17S5, 
more than told our people he rejoiced to fee them. ^ 
He never feated himfelf clofe, but at fome fmalj difi^ 
tance from them, which is regarded in thefe parts as 
a mark of refp^ft,— <-He told tbem he was going ta 
bathe, and they went down to tfce fhore to fee if theif 
boat and its iron-work was lafe. — On t|ieir return, 
the Captain and his companions received ^ meflage 
to breakfaft with the King. — ^They were condufted 
to the houfe where, the preceding evening, they had 
been to pay their refpefts to the Queen. It confift^ 
ed of one great room, not boarded on the floor, as 
is the ufual cuftom there, but covered with bam« 
boos laid and fattened down collaterally, with fcarce 
any fpace between. — rAt one end of Ais room was 
the kitchen, where the f^rvants were bufied in pre* 
paring breakfaft, but without any partition to fepa- 
pte the kitchen.-rrAt thjB opppfite end ran a high 
rail, with a large mat loofely laid over it.-f-Sorac 
attendants )vho were prefent, defired our people to 
feat themfelves ; which, when they had done, the 
King pulled down the niat, and d;fcovered himfelf -- 
^d the Queen feated bfghind it^ — As this trifling 
ceremony had fpmewhat of an air of ftat^ that had 
never been fhewn before, nor was on any future 
occafion exercifed, they fufpefted that this mode of 
the King's receiving the Englijh. was fomething the 
Malay had put into his head, and which the Kitig 
probably found fo clumfy and fooUfli that he never 

lidopte4 
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17^3' adopted 't again. — They had boiled fifli and yams 
cptcm. pj^^^ J before them ; and during breakfaft the King 
(hewed Captain Wilfon a large piece of chintz, which 
the Malay had faved when he was wrecked, and had 
given him. — ^He feemed to admire it much, and 
when it had been looked at, he folded it up again 
very nicely in a mat ; having only produced it as 
being to him a great curiofity. 

During the time of breakfaft the King talked 
much with the Malay ^ who after it was over told 
Mr. Sharp that Jibda Thulle wiflied he would go a 
little way into the country, without declaring for 
what purpofe. — Mr. Sharp hefitated, till Mr. Devis 
offered to accompany him ; the King faid a perfon 
would prefently b^ there to condufl: them, who, 
when he came, appeared to be one of the Rupgtcks 
who had been with them at Oroolong at the King's 
firft coming, when they individually fixed their no* . 
tiee on fome one of our people; a circumftance 
which then occafioned fome alarm, as has before 
been mentioned *. And this Chief proved to be 
the perfon who had particularly noticed Mr. Sharp 
as bis friend or Sucalic (a teim the natives gave it^. 

Mr. Sharp and Mr. Devisy accompanied by the 
interpreter, put themfelves cheerfully und^r the 
guidance of this Rupack^ whole name was Arra 
Zook ; they had not proceeded far, after getting off 
the caufeway, before they met with Captain Wil/on's 

* Siee page 57, 

fervant^ 
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fervant, who was draggling about with his gun to i?^?- 
kill feme fowl for dinner. The Rupack made figns ^ ^ 
to him to join company, which he did, on being' 
informed by Mr. Sharp that he was going where the 
King had fent him. As they went over the hills, 
diey paiTed feveral pleafant villages, and a valley 
beautifully cultivated with plantations of cocoa-nuts 
aad yams, forming from the fummit a rich and deli- 
cious profped. When they had got nearly three 
miles from PeJewj the heat was fo oppreffive, that 
Mr. Sbarp and his companions exprefled an inclina- 
tion to return back ; but the difappointment which 
appeared in the countenance of the Rupack who had 
condufted them, made both gentlemen judge it ad- 
vifeable not to crofs his wiflies.— They therefore 
proceeded about a mile and a half further, when they 
arrived at a plantation, at the end of which flood' 
his houfe. He folicited them to enter, when vari- 
ous refrefliments were placed before them. He 
then introduced his wife and his children; and 
flawed Mr. Sharp a child that was alHifted with 
fome bad ulcers, from a kind of boils, a diforder 
which he faid was common to the people there ; 
and informed Mr. Sharp what applications he had 
himfelf ufed to his child, which were chiefly fomen- 
tations, made with certain leaves; and that occa- 
fionally, after the inflammatory fymptoms were 
abated, he had put a little of their chinam into the 
wound to eat the proud flefli. — Mr. Sharp, who, 

fituated 
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17^3* fituated as he was, could not undertake to repeat 
his attendance, thought it bed to advife the Rupack 
to the continuance of the remedy the child had been 
accuftomed to ; and now perceiving the reafon why 
this vifit was folicited, after remaining there a pro- 
per time, he and Mr. Devis intimated their wiih to 
return back ; but the Rupack told them that his peo- 
ple were at work for them, and that they muft not 
depart till the bufmefs they were about was done. 
They now perceived the hdfpitality of Afra Zook was 
not confined to the tranfient entertainment he had 
already fpread before them. His people p-efently 
appeared^ loaded with yams and cocoa-nuts, packed 
op in large baikets ; and alfo bafkets of fweetmeats^ 
which they had made frefli iot them while they had 
been in his houfe. The Rupack told them that his 
people fhould carry all thefe bafkets to the King's 
town, that they might there be put into a boat to be 
given to their friends at Oroolong.-^ChzxmtA with 
the charafter of their liberal hoft, Mr. Sharp and 
his companions took their leave, teftifying their 
thankfulnefs for the kindnefs he had fhewn them ; 
whilft the good man ftood afluring them of the joy 
they had afforded him and his family in coming to 
his houfe, and how truly they had obliged him by 
looking at his poor fick child. As the Rupack ac- 
companied them to the door, oj^fite to it, on a 
rail Tas before defcribed at the QueenV houfe) was 
- hb tooft of tsme pigeons j not thinking he had fuf- 

ficiently 
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ficiendy gratified his liberal fpirit, he gave them at 1783. 



lifting a look of the warmeft benevolence, and told 
them, when their (hip was built, they Ihould have 
all his pigeons to carry with them. 

TTiefe geiltlemen returned to Pelewj followed by 
the fervants of Jrra Zook with the prefents of their 
toafter.^ — Captain Wilfon had in the mean time paid 
a vifit to Raa Kook, where he was (hewn three iron 
travellers, which fome of the natives had got from 
the wreck ; the General faid the Englijh fliould hive 
them again,, and the Captain in return promifed to 
give him 5 hatchet. 

Such are the little pleafurable barters of life, wten 
Efe is governed by fimplicity alone, and the eftr- 
matJon objefts are held in, is -only proportioned to 
their real utility! 



Septea 
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1783- CHAPTER U. 

Septcm* 

Further Account of the Natives of Pelew.— ^ Coun- 
cil rf State is heldj at the Breaking up of which tlje 
King requejis of Captain Wilfon ten Men to go mth 
him on a fecond Expedition againjl the fame Ene- 
my — which is agreed to. — Defcription of the Dance 
of the Warriors^ — Our People return to Oroolong, 
find their Countrymen welly and in great Unanimity 
advancing the Vejfel. — The ten Men fele£led who 
were to attend the King to Battk. 

Monday X HIS day a great council was held, in the fore- 
noon, in the open air, on the large fquare pavement 
near the houfe allotted the Englijh. It confifted of 
a number of Rupacks^ or Chiefs, feated. each on a 
fingle ftone, placed near the outer border of the 
pavement ; that for the King was more elevated than 
the reft ; and clofe to the fide of it was a ftone ftiU 
higher, on which he occafionally refted his arm: 
when in their places, they are encircled by officers 
of inferior rank. They debate from fide to fide, on 
whatever fubjeft happens to be under difcuffion, and 
It was underftood that the plurality of opinions de- 
termined the matter before them. In the prefent 
cafe it did not require the knowledge of their lan- 
guage to difcover the bufinefs they were on j as the 

houfe 
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houfe in which thef Captain and his companions ^783. 
were, looked full on their council ; and their gef* 
tures, as well as the frequent repetition of the words 
Englees and Artingall^ left our people no room to 
doubt but that they had been the lubjed of their 
deliberation, — After the council broke up, the 
King, attended by the linguift, came to the houfe 
where the EngUJJj were, and requefted Captain 
Wilfon would permit ten of his men to go with him 
to battle, againft the fame enemy as before. Captain 
Wilfon replied to the King nearly as he had done be- 
fore, " that the Englijh were his friends, and would 
" regard thofe who were his enemies, as being ene- 
" mies of their own." This reply greatly pleafed 
the King. The Captain defiring to know the caufe 
of the war, Abba ThuIIe informed him, through 
the linguift, that fome time back, at a feftival at 
Artingall^ one of his brothers, and two of his Chiefs, 
had been killed, and that the two iflands had been 
at War ever fince ; the people of Artingallj fo faf 
from making any fatis faction, had protefted the mur- 
derers. Captain Wilfon intreated that his people 
might not be detained at Pelew longer than was 
neceffary, as it would greatly retard the building 
of his vefTel. The King anfwered, " that ' he could 
" not in decency fend them back the moment he had had 
** their fervices^ but that he would keep them only two 
" or three days^ that they might be made gay^ and re^ 
*' ioice with his own people after fubduing his enemies^ 

K In 
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1 7^3' In the afternoon the Kins: took Captain Wilfon and 
his companions to lee fome canoes that were then 
building ; and (hewed them alfo fome of their boat- 
houfes, which were well conftrudted, nicely thatch- 
ed, and not unlike thofe that are made in England. 
From hence they were carried to fee fome other 
canoes, which were juit come in from an expedition 
they had been fent on by themfelves, and from 
which, after four days abfence, ihey had returned 
\iftorious, having brought in one canoe of the 
enemy, thoi^gh not a fingle prifoner. The obtain- 
ing a canoe, howeVer trifling it may appear to a 
reader, is equal to the capture of the largeft (hip of 
war in Europe ; as their battles are generally fought 
near fliore, and, when there is no appearance of 
fuccefs, they get to land and haftily haul up their 
canoes^ 

In the evening our people were entertained with 
. a dance of the warriors, who were juft then return- 

ed, which was performed in the following manner : 
—The dancers have a quantity of plantain leaves 
brought to them, which they fplit, an.d fhiver into 
the form of ribbands, thefe they then twine and fix 
round their heads, wrifts, w^aiils, ankles, and knees, 
and the leaves being of a yellowilh hue, fo prepared, 
have not an inelegant eiicft when applied to their 
dark copper Ikin. They make alfo bunches or taf- 
fels of the fame, which they hold in their hands. 
When drawn out, they form themfelves into circles 

of 
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of two or three deep, one within another. In gene- ^7^3* 
ral an elderly man amongft them begins fomething 
like a fong, or long fentence, in a very folemn tone, 
for our countrymen could not difcriminate which it 
was, and when he comes to a paufe, or what we 
fliould call the end of a ftanza, a chorus is ftruck 
up, and the dancers all join in concert, ftill conti- 
nuing their figure. Their dancing does not fo much 
confift in capering or agility, as in a particular me- 
thod they have of balancing themfelves, and this fre- 
quently very low fideways, finging together all the 
while ; during which, they will flatten their circles, 
fo as to bring themfelves face to face to each other, 
lifting up the taffels they hold in their hands, and 
giving them a clafliing or tremulous motion ; after 
this there will be a fudden paufe, and an exclama- 
tion from every voice, Weelf Then a new fentence 
or ftanza is repeated, and danced to as before, and 
the fame ceremony continued, till every man who is 
engaged in the dance has in his turn had his repeti- 
tion and chorus. 

During this feftivity two large tubs of fweet drink 
were brought in, which were ferved out, firft: to the 
Englijh and the principal people prefent, who juft 
tafted it, and then the tubs were carried to the war- 
riors ; and when the dance was ended, they all fat 
down upon the fquare, and the drink was ferved out 
to them by four perfons who feemed to be peopfe of 
note, having bones upon their wrifts ; the warriors 
K 2 then 



2. 



ii8 AN ACCOUNT OF 

^7^5' then removed to a houfe, at which a fupper was pre- 
pared for them, where they continued dancuig moft 
part of the night, but when it grew dirk the Englijh 
retired to their own habitation. 
Tuefday The night proved very wet and windy; our peo- 
ple the next morning breakfafted with the King, and 
after breakfaft Captain IVUfon acquainted him, that 
as foon as the weather would permit he intended to 
return to Oroolong ; to which he was pleafed to agree. 
The wind being unfavourable, Mr, Sharp took the 
Captain to fee the Ritpack^ whofe child he had vifited 
the preceding day. They paffcd many fine planta- 
tions of cocoa-nuts^, yams, and beetle nuts ; and 
alfo obferved a tree with a large fruit on It, which 
the natives call Ri^a^mall^ but the llnguift who was 
with them faid it was called by the Malays , Pan^gey ; 
our people thought it the bread-fruit. — ArraZook 
received them with great joy, brought them water 
to wafii their feet before they went into the houfe, 
gave them mats to fit down on, made them frefii 
fweetmeats, and fet before them a kind of {h:rbet. 
Our people's complexion as mach excited the fur- 
prize and admiration of this Rupack^s neighbours 
and houfehold, as it had before done their firft vifi- 
turs at Oroolong. 

After experiencing once more this good man's 
hofpitality, they returned to Pelcw^ where the war- 
riors had renewed their dances. In the afternoon 
Captain Wiyin and his friends took another ramble 

' into 
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into the country, but in a contrary dircftion to the ^7^3- 

• 11 1 Septcai. 

courie they had purfued in the morning. AU^ the 
way they went appeared to be equally well cultivated 
as what they had feen before, and rather fuller of 
inhabitants. Wherever they pafled they obferved 
the lower rank of women employed in looldng after 
the plantations of yams, which- are generally ia 
fwampy ground, They obferved the women were 
alfo employed in making mats and balkets, drcfiing 
visuals, and nurfing their children ; the men were 
found bufied in gathering cocoa-nuts, hewing trees, 
and making fpears and darts. 

The \yeather dill bad^ Captain IVUfon went down Wednef- 
to the wharf, before fun-rife, to look after his boat, ^^>' 3- 
and returned to breakfkfl: with Raa Kook. At noon 
he accompanied the King to his boat-builders, where 
Abba Tbulle wanted to givfe directions about fome 
work that was carrying on for him there ; he had 
taken down with him a defign of his own for orngi. 
menting fome canoes then building, and this defign 
was marked on a bo^ird with great accuracy, in differ- 
ent colours, to work after. At this place our peo- 
ple dined with the King upon pigeons. 

The rain fell in torrents all the night, accompani- 
ed with very loud thunder. The Englij}:i\i2A reAiov- 
ed to another of the King's houfes, in order to be 
retired, having been difturbed by the curiofity of th« 
natives, whilft they remained in the habitation which 
had beew firft affigned them. 

The 
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T7^3- The King and his brother Raa Kook made our 

Septem. 
Thurfday people a vifit at day-break ; the weather after break- 

•*" fad clearing up, they informed the King they wiflied 
to return to Oroolong^ to which he affented, though 
wifhing rather to detain them another day. They 
found the jolly-boat ready loaded for them with every 
kind of provifion the ifland afforded ; and about two 
o'clock in the afternoon they left Pelew^ highly fa* 
tisfied with the kindnefs of their new friends, giving 
them three cheers, as ufual, at parting ; which was 
returned by the King in perfon, who in this inftance 
put oft his gravity, and laughed very much, joining 
the men, women, and children in their cheers, (land- 
ing up, and apart in fuch a manner a^ to make him- 
felf confpicuous. 

Our people arrived fafe at the tents about nine 
o'clock, though the wind had been adverfe to them ; 
and had the pleafure of finding all their companions 
well. 
Friday 5. The next morning being fine, they put out their 
clothes, and the few neceffaries wjiich had been fav- 
ed from the wreck, to dry, having been much wetted 
by the late heavy rains. Captain Wl/fonj on coming 
back, had the fatisfaftion to fee that all his people, in 
his abfence, had been going on very afTiduoufly with 
the vefTel, and that the mofl perfeft harmony had 
^bfifted amongfl them. This was a circumftai>c« 
which could not fail to hold out the happieft prefages, 
that they fhould in the end accomplifh that point to 

which 
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which their moft fangulne wiflies were direded. i7^3« 
They underftood that no canoe had been at Oroolong 
during the time they had been at Pelew. 

At day-light the boats were fent again to the wreck, Saturday 
to fee if no other materials could be procured ; they ^' 
brought back in the evening more planks, nails, and 
many other neceflaries, which were of eflential fer- 
vice, particularly coals* Thofe who remained on 
fliore were bufied about the veflel. — A lift was made 
out of the number of men the King had wiflied to go 
on bis fecond expedition. On thi^, as well as on the 
former occafion, every individual exprefled a readi- 
nefe to be of the number ; and thofe who adually 
went, amicably fettled the matter among ^hemfelves, 
on which their names were wrote down, and ftuck 
againft a tree in the dock-yard ; and direftions given, 
that they fliould hold themfelves in readinefs againft 
the time the King fliould dtber fetch^ or fend for 
them. 



CHAPT'ER 
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sipfcm, CHAPTER XII. 



The King comes to Oroolong. — Is much Jlruck with 
the appearance of the Veffd^ which h^ had not f ecu 
before. — Is Jhe'j^n the Barricade and the Six-poun- 
der ; which is afterwards^ at his Dcftre^ fired off. 
— Views the different Artificers ewplcyed in the Dock 
Tard.'-^The impreffion all thefe new Sights make on^ 
him* — After paffingfcveral Hours with our People^ 
he goes to the Back of the I/land. — The King returns 
next Day — wifhes to take a Swivel Gun on the Ex- 
pedition. — This objeded to. — He departs for Pelew, 
carrying • with loim the t§n Mm allotted for the 
War, 



,.T 



Sunday;. X HE weather fettling fine, all hands were cm* 
ployed in felling timber, and getting the frames of 
the veffel forward. In the afternoon four canoes 
came into the harbour, and gave our people fome 
fifli ; who, in return, made them a prefent of fome 
iron. As they appeared to have a large provifion 
of fifli, by bartering a little more old iron, there was 
plenty for every man at fupper. In the evening, 
when the toil of the day was over, ^he Captain read 
prayers, as ufual. 

After breakfaft Captain Wilfon went out in the jolly- 
boat, to found and e?:amine the reef himfelf. He 

found 
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found a paffagc, in which there were three fathom ^1^3* 

Septcfll# 

at low-water, due weft from the IflancJ. Between 
the ifland and the reef he foui>cJ d- fl^t fand-bank, 
upon which there were ouly fey.e» fei?t at low-water ; 
it was clear fand, except a feiy coral fpots, which 
were eafily difcovered by the colpur of the water. 

In the afternoon the King pai4 our people a vifit, 
atteijd^d by his two brothers, the Chief Minijier^ 
and fgveral of his other Chiefs, and brought them 
fome fiae fifli., th.at his canoes had caught in nets, 
uhich they make very nicely. Thefe fifli differed 
much from any kind our people had hitherto fecn, 
they were rather more than three feet in length, 
and near a foot acrofs, having a very bony and thick 
head; the bone was fo uncommonly hard, as to 
ftrike fire when they fplit it with an axe, in order 
to ftevv it. The meat cut folid and firm, like a large 
cod; and the fcales-were round, near the fize of a 
^anijh dollar ; the natives prize it much, ana our 
people found it, when boiled, very good. They 
had only caught four, two of which were given to 
the Englijhy and by the fliip's fteward divided into 
meffes. The Cbinefe dreffed their portion different^ 
ly, making a mixture with rice, and other things, 
^hich they c;all Chow Chow. 

The King, who now for the firft time had feen 
theprogrefs made in the new veflel, appeared per- 
feSly amazed at perceiving how much had been 

done, . 
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1783- done, nor lefs fo at the magnitude of the objefl:. 
He minutely examined every thing with the moft 
eager attention, and impatiently called for his Tac- 
kalbys^ or artificers, to notice what had fo much 
excited his own aftonifliment. The Tackalbys^ 
feized with a furprize equal to that of their Prince,* 
after deliberately poring over its parts, pointed out 
to him the very Angular manner in which every 
thing was wedged and bolted together. — They were 
quite loft in wonder at the ufe and power of the iron^ 
work ; and the whole together feemed to have en- 
gaged their minds as fomewhat beyond their com- 
prehenfion. — The King crofTed frequently between 
the ribs of the veflel, and faid he was at a lofs to 
conceive how they could ever be made fo as to keep 
out the watery having no idea that they were to be 
planked. 

As moft of the frame-work of the veflel on the 
ftoqks had been made out of trees which our people 
bad cut down in the ifland, the King pointed out 
to them a fpecies of wood which they had ufed in 
fome parts of the veflel, and which he exprefled a 
concern at feeing ; faying, he deemed it an tmlucky 
wood, and that it might prove the caufe of their 
meeting with fome accident ; earneftly prefling them 
to take it out, and not lixffer any of it to remain. 
They acknowledged his great care and goodnefs for 
them J at the fame time iafoxming him, they were 

accuf- 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 125 

tomed to employ different kinds of timber in con- '783- 
ftrufting their Ihips, and from experience had dif- 
covered that nothing was to be apprehended on that 
fcore. This caution feemed to arife from fome 
fuperjiiiious idea which the natives entertained of 
this tree, of which there were feveral growing on 
the illand of Or oolong. 

The King this day, as well as the General, much 
noticed the barricade, as alfo the fix-pounder ; and 
after he had talked fome time with the Malay ^ he in- 
quired the ufe of the great giin. The Captain fhewed 
him the balls, and grape-fhot, and alfo explained to 
him their force and efficacy : informing him, that if 
a number of canoes frpm 'Artingallj or any other . 
ifland of his enemies, fliould approach the cove, 
this machine would blow them of the water, and 
Oliver them to atoms^ The King was alfo fliewn 
the fwivel guns, which were mounted on trees fawn 
down, as before mentioned ; and it was explained 
to him, that they could be pointed in any direftiou 
which fliould be mod defirable, or convenient, fo 
that fliould any of • his enemies come by furpri^e 
over land, thefe moveable guns would give pur peo- 
ple as gr^at advantage and power over them by land, 
as (he fix-pounder would by fea. 

The King, his brothers, and the Chiefs who were 
with him, on receiving this intelligence, feemed to 
look at our countrymen with frefli aftonifliment ; 

they 
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^1^3* they converfed much among one another, teftifying 

' by their anions every indication of furprize. — ^They 

walked round the barricade and examined it with 

much attention, noticing how ftrongly and clofe every 

part was intrenched and fortified. 

This little ifland of Oroolong having been rendered 
far more commodious to the EngUJh by the many 
neceffary eftablifliments they had made fince the 
King had paid them his former vifit, there was of 
courfe a good deal of additional. novelty for him to 
attend to. — After he had pointed out to his Tackalbys 
to notice with particular attention every thing about 
the barricade,'* he ftroUed inquifitively round the 
cove with his company. — ^The noife of the forge 
which our pjeople had fet up, and which was then 
at' work, foon drew his attention that way: it 
happened that the boatfwain was at that inftant 
beating out a piece of hot iron upon a pig of the 
fame metal, which he had made his anvil. This 
was a circumflance fo entirely new, and a difcovery 
fo interefting to them, that they all flood abforbed 
in admiration. — They could not be perfuaded to 
Keep at a diftance, but would get fo clofe to the an- 
vil as to receive occafionally a hot fpark on their 
naked bodies ; nor did this deter them from catching 
with their hands thg luminous particles that fiew 
from under the ftroke qf the hammer. — Every thing 
under fuch circumftances as the prefent, naturally 

excited 
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excited wonder. When the iron was beaten on the 'V^S- 
anvil till the rednefs was gone off, and it was become 
too cold to be malleable, they could not compre- 
hend why it was again put into the forge. — ^ITie 
throwing water on the fire to make it burn brifkef 
was alfo a new forrce of furprize; and it was with 
much difficulty they could be drawn away from a 
fcene that was fo new and interefting to them ; how- 
ever, the noife of the neighbouring Cooper, who 
was repairing the water-caiks for fea ftore, was at- 
traftrng enough to allure them to his hut.— The agi-^ 
lity with which they faw this liian work, the whirU 
ing of the caflcs, the knocking down of the hoops, 
the found from within, and the quicknefs with which 
they perceived a defeSive cafk was brought round 
iind perfeft, feemed altogether to impofe oh their 
minds a kind of magic influence. They |lood and 
flared at one another with looks equally expreffive of 
aftonifhment and pleafure. Captain Wilfon perceiv- 
ing that his vifitors were rivetted to whatever they 
faw, and that the workmen were very much impeded 
by their queftions, as well as by their defire of hand- 
ling every thing, now ordered a large canvafs to be 
fpread on one fide of the cove, where the King and 
his Chiefs might repofe and refrefh themfelves, and 
ftill have a view of our artificers at a diftance ; he 
was conducing them to this place, acrofs the cove^ 
when their eyes caught the carpenters, who were 

bufied 
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ly^s* bufied, fome in fawlng, others in dubbing, 8cC.; 
this was again frefh matter to detain them : the 
faw and its operations were marvellous ; and it was 
not without great difBcuIty that they were at laft 
feduced to the canvafs, where fiierbet was prepared 
for them* Captain Wilfon made the King a prefent 
of a China mat, which he appeared to admire, be- 
ing different from any they made at Pelewy and 
which he wifiied as a pattern for his people to en- 
deavour to imitate* 

When redemption is the obje6l, minutes appear 
as hours, and our men, with fuch a point in view, 
could ill afford the lofs of half a day ; yet no fooner 
were their guefts retired, but all their common at- 
tendants fwarmed in every part, fo that it was im- 
poffible to continue work ; Raa Kook was therefore 
petitioned to difperfe them, who, by ordering them 
down to the beach, gave the different artificers el- 
bow-room to proceed in their bufinefs. — ^The King, 
, after this, took his leave with much good humour, 
and, accompanied by all his retinue, went to fleep 
at the^ back of the ifland. 
Tuefday I^ confequence of what had the preceding day 
9- been explained relative to the fwivel-guns, the King's 
imagination had amply worked on the fubjed ; hs 
came over land with his train, and expreffed a wifb 
to have one of them to take with him on the next 

expedition j 
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expedition; this the Captain endeavoured to con- ^1^3* 

Septenr* 
vince him would be impoflible, as they had no 

boats conftrufted in a manner proper to receive 
it. — ^The King then requefted to have the fix- 
pounder fired. — If they were furprized (as we have 
already noticed) at , the difcharge of a mufquet, 
it may eafily be imagined in how great a pro- 
portion the report of this piece muft have afFeft- 
«d them. — ^During the time the gunner was load- 
ing it, not a circumftance of the whole procefs 
efcaped their notice; and when the lighted match 
was brought and put to the train, they perceived 
an inftantaneous blaze, which was fucceeded by a 
mod violent noife ; this they were puzzled in the 
extreme to comprehend, and the more {o^ as in 
the difcharge of a mufquet they had feen no ap- 
pearance of fire applied. — 'The report of the fix- 
pounder feemed to fl:un them all, as every one 
of the natives, for more than a quarter of an 
hour, kept his fingers in his ears, calling out 
Magull ! Magull! that is to fay. Very bad. — 
Pleafed and furprized as they were at the noife, 
it was evidently too violent for their organs ; for 
>vhenever founds uncommonly loud ftrike unex- 
peftedly on the drum of the ear, it is well known 
they will occafion temporary deafnefs, though the 
fame degree of found, when applied to thofe who 
are accuftomed to it, or prepared to receive it, " 

will 
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»7^5- will not vibrate on the fenfe witfc any pafticulaf 
inconvenience. — irie hooting and mouting or the 
natives^ on hearing the explofion, was hardly to 
be defer ibed, and this was incfeafed by the acci- 
dent of foine of the wad fetting fire ta the dry leaves 
of a tree which pyojefted acrofs the cove. — ^Having 
obferved the b^ll fall in the water at' a great dif- 
tance, they were unable to conceive how this effeS 
fould be produced ; ^hat they had feen ftimulate^ 
fn!l more their vi ilh of having one of the fwivels on 
their expedition, as it would prove not only de- 
ftrudive to- the perfons but to the property of 
theif enctnies. — Raa Kook accompanied the Cap- 
tain on tjie hill to the Look-out^ and was furpriz- 
ed to f^e hovf much the ground had been clear- 
edw — He informed him of the names of the prin-' 
cipal iflands, pointing out their fituatibn with his 
hand, though fome of them were not within view; 
he told him that to the fotlthward was PeMew^ 
to the N. E. EmiUcgue^ and to the S. E. the ifland 
they were going to war with, which he faid was 
called ArtingalL — ^ After they had .returned from 
the hill, the King was treated with (herbet, and 
he foon after went over land to dinncf, at the' 
place where his canoes were ftationed, faying^ 
when he left the tents, that he (hould return with 
his boats at high-water, by which it was fuppofed 
he meant at that time to take fuch of the Englijh 

as 
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as were to attend him* to the war, who all got i7^3* 
themfelves in readinefs accordingly. *^ 

hi the afternoon fome people came from Abba 
Thulle^ and renewed their folicitations on the fub- 
jeft of the fwivel-gun j every argument was ufed 
to make them fenfible of the impradicability of 
rendering it of any ufe in their canoe8.--Sooii 
after other of his men arrived, bringing a prefent 
of fome fine fifh and a turtle. — ^The King after 
came round himfelf, attended by ten or twelve 
' canoes.' — ^The requeft of the fwivel ,was again 
ftrongly urged by the Chief Minijler^ and our 
people thereby compelled to recur to all the argu- 
ments before made ufe of; and as our men were all 
drawn up with their arms, Mr. Benger^ willing to 
cut oflF all further entreaty on the fubjeft, order- 
ed them into the canoes. — One very material ob- 
jeftion againft complying with the^r defire was, 
the great confumption of powder it would oc- 
cafion ; befides which, the neceffity there would 
have been of the Gunner's attendance, who was 
too ufefiil a man to be fpared. 

Abba Thulle ajid his retinue now embarked, and 
there was reafon to fear that this refufal had not 
niade them depart in the good-humour that could 
have been wiflied. — Before the canoes were out 
of fight, the Gunner made a report of the arms 
and ammunition taken on the expedition, which 
L appearing 
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»783' appearing rather large (as Mr. Benger had taken 
piftols and cutlaffcs unknown to the Captain) 
occafioned fome uneafinefs, in the particular fitua- 
tion they at that time flood. — ^It was therefore 
thought advifable to keep every thing in a pofture 
of defence, left any further mifunderftanding fhould 
take place; the watch was well attended to, and 
no caution omitted which prudence could fuggeft. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XUI. 0^783. 

Tranfadions at Oroolong.— Ti^ ten Men return from 
the War, — A particular Account of the Second Bat^ 
tie of Axiin^W. — Progrefs of the new Vejfel^ ^c. 

c 

00 ME natives came from the watering-place, by Wcdncf- 
whom intelligence was brought, that the canoes were ^^Y ^o. 
gone down to Pelewj of which fome doubts had been 
entertained ; our people fuppofing that, as they went 
away late, they would only go to the back of the 
ifland. Thefe natives foon departed. — ^The feine 
was hauled to-day, without fuccefs, and the veffel 
was attended to with perfeverarrce. 

This day they had the higheft tide that had been Thurfday 
noticed at this place* It was high-water at half an "' 
hour paft feven. No natives were feen to-day. 

The jolly-boat was fent round to the watering-place, Friday 
in queft of timber; but there was fo high a furf *^* 
on the beach that they could take none in. Some 
of our people got fix kegs of water, and went with 
the boat to colled cabbages and periwinkles, all the 
unpacked beef being expended. They alfo this day Saturday 
examined and took an account of the ftore of pro? '^' 
vifion ; and, after confidering the time they might ' 
probably remain on the ifland, and the length of 
their paffage, they fet apart as much of the founded 
L 2 and 
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1 783* and beft of the provifion for the voyaere as was deem- 
ed neceuary ; which was on no account to be ex- 
pended. This evening there were hard fqualls, hea- 
vy rain, and much lightning. 

Sunday The weather this moiirrng would not^ permit a 
'"••• boat to go out of the harbour. — It was difcovercd 
that foHie of the hams had been cut the preceding 
night; a reward was ofFefed, of double allowance 
of grog for a week, to ahV perfon who would make 
the offender known, or would difcover any one guil- 
ty of wafting any kind of provifk>ns ; and that, in 
cafe the arrack fliouldbe out, that fuch perfon fhould 
receive ten dollars on the veflfcl^s arrival ^i Macoa. 
This advertifement was fixed to a tree in the dock- 
yard, having been pretioufly read to aU our people ; 
but no information was ever obtained of the offender. 

Monday After a night of wind and rain, thunder and light- 
ning, about ten o'clock in the morning two canoes 
came into the harbour, wherein were Mr. Benger^ 
William Harvey ^ William Steward, and William Ro- 
berfs : by them our people learnt that the battle was 
over, their companions all well, and that they would 
fdon follow them. Towards evening other canoes 
arrived, with Mr. M. Wil/on, John Duncan, Nicholas 
Tyacke, Madan Blancbard, Thomas Wilfon, and Tho- 
vkts Dttllon. The canoe which brought Mr. M. Wil- 
fon and John Duncan, had been overfet. This ac^ 
cident arofe from a fquall of wind coming on fo fud- 
denly, that the canoe could not get its lail down 

quick 
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quick enough to fave it ; there were four natites m o'^^i- 
. . ^ ^ ^ Septera. 

It, with Mr, Wil/on and Mr. Duncan. As the canoe 

was going over, two of the men fecured the two mqf. 
quets, and holding them in one hand, buoyed up 
Mr. Duncan and Mr. Wilfan with the other ; whilft 
the remaining two made a fmall raft with the bam- 
boos, ropes, paddles, and pieces of wood they could 
colled. During the time they were floating the ca- 
noe righted itfelf. The other canoes that were in 
company being driven to a diftance, with much dif- 
ficulty cfcaped to the neareft (hore ; but the inftant 
they had landed our people, they put off again, and 
took up Mr. Wi/fon and Duncan^ who could neither 
of them fwim ; by the time they were relieved they 
Were both almoft exhaufted^ having been floating 
and clinging to the raft for the greater part of two 
hours. Two bayonets and a cartouch-box were lofl: 
by this accident, but happily no life. Captain Wilfon 
inftantly rewarded the men who had faved them, by 
giving them fome files, and fome pieces of iron to 
make hatchets. 

They were all received with great joy by their 
countrymen at Oroalongy and flill more fo, from their 
bringing back with them the welcome news of the 
King^s fuccefs. But as this forms not only a new, 
but a very interefting fcene, that I may lay it in the 
moft circumftantial manner before the reader, I fhall 
liere paufe awhile, as the narrator of thefe events, and 
deliver the account of this expedition nearly in the 

words 
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1783- words in which I received it from Mr. M. Wilfoity 
' who was himfelf an aftor in the whole bufinefs. 

*• ITie night we quitted Oroolongvtt got to Pelew^ 
" and the King was'defirous of proceeding immedi- 
*• ately on his way to Artingall; but it proving very 
*' wet, we objefted to it, on account of the rain da- 
*' maging our arms, which he being made fenfible 
*' of, agreed to defer advancing till theenfuing even- 
*^ ing. We were conduced to the fame houfe 
*^ where my brother and Mr. Sharp had been before 
^' entertained, and where we were fupplied with 
" every accommodation that we could expefit, or 
*^ defire. 

'* On the evening of the next day we all affem- 
** bled on the caufeway, or wharf, where alfo were 
*^ the King, Raa Kook^ Arra Koohr^ and the other 
*^ jRtt/^z^)t^ and great officers ; and we all went on 
, *• board the canoes ftationed there to receive us. 
<< We were followed to the fhore by a number of 
^' old men, women, and children, who appeared io 
*' be drawn together both by curiofity and intereft. 
'' When the canoes were quitting the land, a conch- 
*' fhell was loudly founded, to notify our depar- 
*' ture; and other canoes difpatched to different 
^' parts of the ifland, to colled various detachments 
*^ which were lying pff in creeks and remoter places, 
*' and only waited the King's fignal to join him; 
** which, in confequence of receiving, they foon 
<' did. And thus reinfprced, being upwards of two 

^* hundred 
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** hundred canoes, we proceeded, during the night, iT^s- 
** towards Artingallj but flopped, fome hours be- 
^* fore day-light, at an ifland fubjefl: to Abba Thulle^ 
" where we went on ihore, upon a wharf, and flept 
" on the ground for about three hours ; then re- 
" embarked, and paffing through a labyrinth of 
*' narrow channels, arrived off Artingall a little 
*' before day -break; here they all halted till the 
" rifing of the fun, it being a maxim with the na- 
" tives of Pelew^ never to attack an enemy in the 
" dark, or take him by furprize. As the day came 
*' on, a finall canoe, light-built, containing only 
♦* four men, each man having in his hair a white 
*' feather, ftuck upright (and which were the long 
" feathers of the tail of the tropic-birdj fummoned 
" the enemy to a pirley ; the perfon wearing the 
*' white feather being regarded in the nature of a 
" herald, either bringing terms, or demanding to 
*' be heard, hoftilities in this interval remained 
** fufpended. 

" Abba Thulle had previoufly notified tp the King 
*^ of Artingall^ that he intended in a few days to 
" offer him battle ; fo the latter was not unprepared 
♦* for the event. The enemy, on feeing our fignal 
*^ of parley, difpatched a cano^ to Raa Kook ; who 
*^ demanded to know if they would fubmit to fuch 
" terms as the King his brother had propofed, by 
'^ way of atoning for the injuries he complained of. 
" The canoe went back to the King of Artingally 

'' and. 
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17B3. «« and, having communicated our propofition, re- 

ScptefA. 

«' turned neith a flat refiifal ; on which the Genera! 

^* informed his brother that the enemy was difpofed 

" for war. The King then ordered the conch to 

** be founded, and (landing up in his canoe, in the 

*' fcarlet coat my brother' had given him, waved 

^* his chinam-ftick in the air, as a fignal for th^ 

^* different fquadrons to arrange themfelves for 

** battle, 

•' Whilft this was doing, the enemy aflembled 
♦* their canoes clofe ^nder the land, and kept blow* 
*' ing their conch-fhell, as in defiance of us^ but 
<* did not feem difpofed to quit the fliore and attack 
** us. The ten Englijh were divided in ten different 
** canoes ; the King taking one in his canoe, the 
•• General another, and the refl going fingly with 
^^ one or other of the Rupacks^ each EhgHjhman 
^ having a mufquet, cutlafs, bayonet, and piftol. 
^* There were feveral light canoes, containing four 
** men each, every one having a white feather in 
" his hair, the fame as in the truce canoe ; thefe 
** were conftantly bufied in conveying orders from 
^ the King and th6 General to the other Chiefs. 
*' They flew from fquadron to fquadron, cutting 
*' through the water with aftonifhing velocity, to 
'' convey command ; and they were, for diftinftion 
*' fake, called by the Englijh j the Frigate canoes. 

" The King, perceiving a total unwillingnefs in 
^^ the enemy to quit their ftation under the ihore, 

" and 
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♦* and conceiving he could not attack them in that '7^3- 
*^ fituation with any advant^ge^ difpatched feme of 
" the Frigate canoes to order a fquadron to conceal 
^ themfeives behind fome high land. This ar- 
** rjmgement being made, they exchanged a few diC- 
" tant fpears '; — ^The conch then wj^s founded, and 
" the King of Pekw made a feint to run away, 
" (hewing the example in his o\;pi canoe, and being 
" immediately followed by the others, with much 
" apparent precipitancy. 

" This artful manoeuvre of Abba Tbulle gave inr 
" ftant courage to the enemy, who, induced to think 
** their antagonift had been feized with a fuddeu 
" panic, prepared in great hafte to quit the fhore, 
^* and began to give chace to the King, whom they 
" imagined was flying before them; upon feeing 
** this, the detached fquadron of canoes, that had 
" been pofted behind the high land, ruflied out 
** between the enemy and the ifland, to cut oflT their 
*^ retreat. When the King found his ftratagem had 
" taken eflfeft, he turned, and made a fignal for 
" the reft of his fleet to form themfelves into divi- 
" fions and engage; whereupon a general attack 
** took place. The fpears were mutually direfted 
" with much animofity^ and the Englijh kept up a 
" continual fire, which not only did great execu- 
** tion, but puzzled and bewildered the enemy in 
" the extreme, to comprehend how or why their 
^ people dropped, without receiving, any apparent 

** blow; 
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1783. « blow: they perceived they had holes in their 
^ ^ ' ** bodies, yet faw no , fpear fticking in them, nor 
" could they devife by what means they had thus in 
** a moment become deprived of motion and life. 

** There is not generally above one able fpear- 
*^ man in each canoe, the reft of thofe who are put 
" into it, being only to paddle, and guide its mo- 
*' tions ; no fooner therefore did the firing of the 
*' mufquets fpread difmay amongfl the people of 
'^ jirtmgall, than a different effefl: was produced in 
** thofe oi Pekw : the moment the report was made, 
^* they all rofe up in their canoes, and fet up fuch 
^* hallooing and Ihouting, that the whole air was 
** filled with their noife, which greatly added to the 
*^ terror of the enemy, who finding themfelves un- 
^* equal to fo powerful an attack, betook themfelves 
•* to flight* — ^The fquadron before mentioned being 
^' in their rear, in fome meafure impeded their re- 
^* treat, but not being in any degree equal to the 
^^ force of the enemy, the greater part of the people 
^ of Arfmgall were able to regain their own (hore. 
*' Six canoes only were taken, and nine prifoners, 
*' which they accounted a large number, it being 
** feldom that they capturiid their enemies, as the 
•' vanquiflied always endeavour to carry away their 
" killed and wounded, that the viftor^ may not have 
^ their bodies to expof^, 

" Our fleet now rode triumphant along the coaft of 
<' Jr/ing^Hy founding th^ congh in defiance of their 

*' adverfary, 
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** adverfary, and firing amongft them when any ^p- ^T^J- 
** peared near enough to be reached by the muf- 
** quets. The engagement from beginning to end 
** did not exceed three hours ; and, after parading 
*' along their fhore, and in vain provoking a frelh 
" combat, Abba Tbulle ordered the canoes to make 
^* a difpofition to return, which was foon done, and 
" we fet forward towards Pelew. 

'* All the nine prifoners had received wounds in 
♦* battle ; and, in fpite of whatever we could urge 
** againft the cruelty of putting them to death, yet 
" they would hear nothing in their behalf, and foou 
*' exterminated them. — ^In juftification of a pro- 
" ceeding which fo ftrongly contradifted the gene- 
" ral humanity of the natives of Pelew^ they al- 
*' ledged the neceflity of doing it for their own fecu- 
" rity, affuring us that they had formerly only de- 
" tained them prifouers, and kept them as menial 
^* fervants, but that they always found means to get 
" back to their own country, and having by living 
** amongft the Pelew people become well acquaint- 
" ed with the channels and creeks of the ifland, 
" they had afterwards made ufe of that knowledge 
** to land frequently by ftealth, and commit great 
*^ depredations; and, on this confideration, that 
^* ftcp which we fo much condemned had become 
" neceffary to them. 

" Among the prifoners was a Rupack^ who had a 
" bone on his wrift ; the Pel^w people, after he was 

*' captured. 
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»7^3* ^ captured, ftroMj all in their power to take from 

Septcnip . . 

*^ him this mark of dignity, the Chief defended it 

*' with fingular courage, and loft his life in endea^ 

** vouring to fave his Order. When brought to 

*^ Pelewy his head was cut off, and ftuck on a bam- 

*^ boo, fixed up before the King's houfe. 

'^ The canoe which brought me from the war had 

*' in it two prifonerg, one of whom had a broken 

' *^ thigh, and the other wounded in feveral parts by 

" a fpear. Their cuftom is, when they go to bat-f 

*' tie, to trefs their hair in a particular manner, and 

" to colled it in a great bunch at the top of their 

*' head ; but as foon as they are captured they unite 

** it, pull it ovei their feces, and wait with firmnefs 

** and intrepidity the exterminating blow, which 

** they are fure to receive from the hands of their 

" conquerors. When thefe two unfortunate men, 

** on coming into the canoe where I was, by the 

*' above-mentioned difpofition had teftified they 

^^ were prepared for their fete, the natives ordered 

^' them to fit down in the bottom of the <;anoe, to 

** which the one whqfe thigh was broken, fubmit- 

^' ted ; but the other being refraftory, refufed, and 

** feemed by refiftance to provoke his deftiny, upon 

*' which oi^e of the natives haftily fnatched my 

^' bayonet from my fide, and plunged into his 

* *' body : though the poor fellow was a confiderable 

" time bleeding to death, yet lie A^ver uttered ^ 

" fingle groan, or fight 
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'•^ Mu Berber alfo reported, that he had by his 1783. 
"' intreaties for two hours fevcd a wounded pnfoner, 
" when one of the King's people, who had been 
" himfelf woun^ded by the enemy, happening to fee 
" him, fnatch€d*S(?cij/^V Malay Creefe *, and ftabbcd 
*^ him inftantly, before Mr. Benger perceived the 
" bbw. This man, a native of Artingall^ who had 
" now for the firft time feen a white perfon, fub- 
" mitted undauntedly to hi^ fate ; whilft expiring, 
" he fixed his eyes on the Englijh^ and feemed to die 
" impreflGsd with nothing fo much as the colour of 
" his new enemy. 

" Abba Thulle in his return to Pelew (lopped, and 
** went on Ihore in feveral fmall iflands, which I un- 
" derftood were either fubjed to him, or his allies j 
*^ expofing publicly the dead bodies of his prifoners ; 
" and the people at all thefe places feemed to rejoice 
" much at his viftory, bringing out fweet drink, 
^' and other refreflmients.*— ^We could not learn 
" what number the enemy loft, but were confident 
" it muft have been confidetable. Not a fmgle 
" perfon of the King*^ party was killed, though 
" there were a few wounded. 

" It was dark before we reached Pelew ; on 
** coming near it, the conch was founded to notify 
" the King's approach. — When we landed at the 
" wharf from whence we had departed, a vaft con- 
" courfe of people were ready to receive us, bring- 

* A kl ad of d^igger ufed by the Malays . ^ 

'' ing 
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1753- ** ing with them a quantity of refreflwnents. Hetc 
" we flopped till all were landed and got together 
*' (having droj^ed great part of our fleet by the 
** way, who had filed oflf to their refpedive homes> 
" and then went up to Pelewy where there was 
•* finging and dancing moft pait of the night ; the 
*** natives attributing the fuccefs of the day to us, and 
** often in their fongs repeating the word Englees. 
** ITiey expofed the dead bodies of their prifoners 
** feveral days, till •hey became moft horribly oflfen- 
** five, and then they were either buried or thrown 
^ into the fea.'* 

Such were the particulars of the fecond battle of 
Jrtingally as brought by Mr. M. Witforiy and confirm- 
ed by all whp were with him on the expedition. 
By our returned countrymen information was alfo 
brought, that Abba Thulle propofed to pay the Eng' 
lijh a vifit in four or five days. By what our coun-' 
trymen could obferve, Artingall appeared the largeft 
of any of the iflands. 
Tuefda '^^^ pinnace was fent after breakfaft to the wreck, 
1^- to fee what other materials could be procured ; it 
returned in the afternoon, bringing fomegood plank, 
and a large quantity of fpike nails, things of the ut- 
, moft fervice in the bufinefs of conftrufting the veffel 
Thwrfday Encouraged by the fuccefs of the preceding day, 
*7' the pinnace again vifited the wreck, and brought 
back more of the fame kind of materials. 

After 
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After a ftormy night the day proving bad, little ij^s- 
could be done till afternoon, when the weather clear- Thurfdaj 
ing, every hand was bufied about the veffel. And the *^ ' 
next day the pinnace was fent round ft)r the timber Friday 
that had been cut, almoft a ftifficiency being now pro- 
cured, the fifame of the veffel being nearly complet- 
ed; this day a furnace was conftrufted to heat the 
plank, and the day following all weie employed in Sattirday 
dubbing the timbers, and getting the firft plank upon ^^ 
her bottom : more materials were alfo recovered 
from the wreck, together with five bags of rice. 

This day three more planks were got upon the Sunday 
bottom, and the boats brought fifteen bags of rice, 
which proved moft acceptable ; our people at this 
time, though undergoing very fevere daily labour, 
being at fliort allowance. The rice was greatly da- 
maged by having been long under water^ it would 
not boil to a grain, but to a jelly. Yet hunger and 
diftrefs give a relifli to many a dilh, which in the le& 
adverfe hours of life, the fancy appetite would look 
on with difdain ! 



CHAPTER 
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^^^ CHAPIER XIV. 



Pragrefs of the Veffil^ and othet Occurnnces.-^'^^z 
Kook comes f font Pelew iofolicit more Men^ and a 
Swivel GuHy to attend the King on a Grand Expedi^ 
Hon. — ^ After fome Explanation between Captain^Sfil- 
£on and the Generali the Requeft is granted ^ and the 
alloitted Men return with Raa Kook.-^Mr. Shaip 
goes fame Days after to Pelew, to fee the General's 
Sony who bad been wounded in thefetond Battle.-^ 
Arrives juji after his Countrymen had returned from 
the grand Expedition^ in which this young Man, 
whom be went to vifit, had been killed.^ — Attends 
Raa Kook to his Son^s Funeral^ of which an AccouiA 
is given. 

Monday T^ * * 

12. -I T was a great confolation to our Counti^ymen thftt 
the Antelope ftill remained unfeparated, as many ufe- 
ful things were occiafionally procured from her. 

In the afternoon Tom Rofe, who had been left after 
the engagement, by the King's defire, to give him 
more particular information concerning the Engltjh 
than he had hitherto obtained, came up from P^/w> 
•bringing with him a prefent from Abba Thulle of a 
quantity of yams, and a jar of moloffes j and at the 
fame time was charged to exprefs to Captain Wilfo^h 
and his officers, his hope that they would not take it 

amif$ 
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amifs that he hacd not as yet paid them his intended Jj^s* 
vifit, owing to his having been detained at Pelew by ^^ 
the great number of thofe who were come to pay 
their compliments to him from' the other iflands on 
-account of his late vidory, and that had he come, 
they would all have attended him. Some of them 
having expreffed a defire of srccompanying him to 
fee the Englijbj he had difluaded them from it, re- 
prefenting to them that the ifland being very fmall, 
it would not afford fufficient water for fo many, and 
that their vifit would neceifarily put the EngliJIo to 
great inconvenience. 

There appeals to be a fmgular attention paid by 
the King to our people, in this . as well as on every 
occafion. His mind feemed to be as confiderate as 
it was liberal. He had undoubtedly obferved how 
much the curiofity of his own attendants, whenever 
he went to Oroohng^ inevitably impeded our people's 
operations, and forefaw in how ftill greater a degree 
the crowding in of fo tnany ftrangers would add to 
their diftrefs; therefore, as the bufmefs of thefe 
ftrangers at this time was merely to pay their court 
to him, fo by remaining with them at Pelew he pre- 
cluded them from teftiiying any further wifh on this 
head. Yet whilft he managed this matter fo well 
for the fervice of the Englijl)^ his delicacy was hurt,' 
left, by not coming to exprefs his acknowledgments ^ 
for their late fervices fo foon as he had promifed, 
M they 
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1783- they might be inclined to impute to him a forget- 
' fiilnefs of thofe obligations he felt he had to them. 
The pinnace having been fent this day to the 
wreck, at her return in the evening brought fixteeii 
more bags of rice, and alfp information that the King 
had fent his canoes thither, ^d had carried away 
one of the fix-pounders, 
Tucfday About noon to-day there was a heavy fquall from 
^^' the northward, accompanied with hard rain and much 
lightning from the eaft ward. 
Wcdncf- The planking of the veffel was now forwarded 
^^ ^^' with great affiduity ; they brought from the wreck 
this day a quantity of nails and fome fheets of cop- 
per } it having been in contemplation to fheath the 
bottom of their new veffel, which was not above one 
fixth of the fize of thQ Antelope ; but this idea was 
very foon abandoned, for want of a fufficiency of 
copper nails to effed the purpofe. — ^No canoes were 
feen on board to-day, but a prodigious furf broke 
upon the reef. 
Thurfday Nothing occurred but the continued progrefs of 
.^^' the veffel. — ^The jolly-boat was fent to filh, but, with- 
out fuccefs. It was fmgular that this was always the 
cafe ; whether our countrymen knew not the pro- 
per places to go to, or the proper baif, but every 
attempt of this kind proved fruitlefs. 
Saturday Qne canoe came to the ifland to-day, and brought 
yams and cocoa-nuts ; more copper was got from the 
wreck, and a confxderable quantity of nails, 

Raa 
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Raa Kook arrived at Oroolong in the evenng, ac- 1783* 
companied by two ftrangers of rank, whom it was Sunday 
afterwards known were Chiefs of fome of the neigh* ^^' 
bouring iflands; they came in three canoes, and 
brought prcfents of yams, cocoa-nuts, and three jars 
of moloffes. — Our people had been all the day bufied 
about the veffel, and were jufi then going to prayers ; 
all the Pelew people attended the fovice, and behav- 
ed with the greateft decency : one or two of them 
happening to fpeak, Raa Kook checked them ; and 
they afterwards obferved ftri^ Tilence.— While at 
prayers, the Malay, Soogle, arrived from Pelew with 
a meflage to the General from Abba Thullej and com* 
ing into the tent was going to deliver it ; but Raa 
Kooky unwilling that the Englijh Ihould be interrupt* 
ed, made a motion with his hand to keep filence, 
till the Captain (to whom he pointed") had done read* 
ing. After prayers, having received the meffage, 
he and thje ftrangers entered into converfation with 
Captain Wilfon and his officers, and after fome time 
the General alked for fifteen mpn, and one of the 
fwivel-guns, to go with them on another expedi- 
tion. — ^The King, flufhed with the advantages he 
had already gained by the friendfliip of his new allies, 
feemed defirous to profit by th^ir aid, and avenge 
himfelf of all his enemies.— Captain Wilfon thought 
this a favourable opportunity to mention to the 
C^eral fuch things as he conceived he had a right 

Uz to 
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1783' to compkin of; firft, refoefting th€ coohiefe with 
which they had gone away on the lad expedition to 
Artingally and fhewed him an enxpty cartouch-box, 
to let him fee how moch he was in want of that 
paper which fome of the canoes had carried offfroiri 
the fliip. — -He alfo complained that it had been fug- 
jgefted to bis people when at PeUwy by the Malajf 
that whenever the King appeared, the lame exter- 
nal marks of homage were expected froni them as 
were paid him by his own fubjeds, and that Um 
was a matter which had much difturbed the Eng^ 
HJh ; he likcwife informed the General, that the 
Englijh could never confent to go again to war with 
his brother, if he meant to put their prifoners to 
death, as it was contrary to the nature and cuftom 
of th^ir nation to hurt any who had fubmitted to 
their power j and finiflied, by adding a word or two 
pn the fubjcdl of one of the fix-pounders having 
been carried away from^the fhip, and exjM^effipg an 
ftpprehenfiqn that fome jnifunderftjinding muft have 
arifen, by their fending our people home without 
any of the Chiefs or Rupach to accompany them, 
by which inattention his brother with another nian 
was near being drowned ; and fome arms alfo were 
loft, notwithftstnding the utmpft endeavours pf the 
boatmen. 

The General being come to make this requeft of 
the men and fwivel for this third expedition (which 

was 
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#as intended to be a very formidable one) aj^eared ij^s^ 
exceedingly hurt at hearing all thefe matters, efpe- 
daHy as there were two ftrangers of rank, who had 
accompanied him ; and being alfo perfuaded that the 
attachment of our people to him was in every refpcft 
as warm a» his own, he had not a doubt but that he 
odd prevail oh them to grant the fwivel, although 
it had bec?p reftifed before >*^what then nnift his dif* 
aj^intmem have been, when, iriftead of having his 
WJ& complied with as he expefted, he heard nothing 
but complaints ! His countenance, more cxpreffive 
Aan words, avowed what his feelings were, and the 
expreffive looks which he caft on Captain Wilfon and 
his officers, fo ftrongly dperated on their friendfliip, 
that they willingly iiftened to his explafiations* 

He broke (Uence, by aflbring the Cj^tain he would 
Hiafcehim and his people perfeftly eafy in every par- 
ticular ciircumftance,—*He began with the paper and 
cartouch-boxes^ (fearing probably they had not am- 
munition feady for the expedition) ; he affured them 
that every endeavour had been ufed to get the paper 
Aathad been carriefd away from the fhip, but there 
Was none to be found, as what had been taken on 
fhdre by the natives being thoroughly wet, dropped 
to pieces in their hands, and was therefore thrown 
away as ufelefs.— -He faid the white fluff (meaning 
the long cloth given to the King and himfelf, and to 
Arra KookerJ was neverthelefs whole, and fliouW be 

given 
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*7^3- given back to them to make cartridges.-*— That with 
regard to their going away abruptly, that was folely 
owing to Mr. Benger's hade to put the men into the 
canoes.— -As to their fending the Englijh back in bad 
weather, without any Chiefs, that alfo was occafion-; 
ed by Mr. Benger^s anxiety to return } that they had- 
ftrongly folicited hin^ to defer it till the weather be- 
came more fettled, and other canoes were got ready.^ 
—He faid it had not been always their ufage to put; 
their prifoners to death, but they had been lately 
obliged to do fo from neceffity, as fome of them had 
efcaped home, and returning had treacheroufly done 
them great mifchief ^ but affurqd the Captain that in 
future they fhould be all given up to the Englifb to 
do with them whatever they pleafed. — That refped* 
ing the great gun taken from the fhip, he had in 
commlffion from the King to tell them of it ;— that 
Abba Thulkj willing to keep the ftrangeis that were 
vifiting him from interrupting the Englijh^ had given 
them an account of the effeft produced by their fmall 
arms, but, ftill more to furprize them, wilhed to con- 
vey to them fome idea of the havock that might be 
made with one of our weapons ; that he had there- 
fore fent for one to Ihow them, and that the King 
had defired the General to fay it fhould now be fent 
back. — And laftly, as to his brother cxpedling any 
perfonal reverence from Captain Wilfon^s people, he 
abfolutely difavowed any fuch idea having ever been 

enter- 
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entertained by the Kiiig ; that it was a miftake, or ly^S- 
ft mifconception, nor ever could have been wiflied 
or defired ** 

Thefe matters being liow fatisfaftorily fettled. 
Captain Wilfon took his olBcers out, to conifult with 
them on the requeft ; when it was judged right to 
confent to their having the fwivel-gun and ten men, 
but no more. This being refolved on, he returned 
into the tent, arid acquainted Raa Kook with the 
determination ; which pleafed him much, and they 
all went to fupper with our people in great good* 
humour. 

After fupper the General informed Mr. Sharps 
that his fon had in the laft battle been wounded in 
the foot by it fpear, but that he would fpeak to him 
farther on this matter the next morning. — As his 

* This mifunderftanding iad been occafioned folely by the 
Malay, This artful fellow probably found, that the intcrefl he 
had with the King had declined in proportion as our people be- 
came more ncceflary to him, and therefore had fet his braing to y 
work to awaken diflruft amongft tjiem ; in confcquence of this, 
be had fuggefted this pretended requifition of the King, fup- 
pofing it would difplcafe the Englt/hy though in reality they never 
themfelves had the fraalleft reafon to fuppofe fuch a wifh in the 
King ; and from the low cunning they found this Malay guilty 
of, they readily gave him credit for a contrivance to make the 
King and oUr people mutually jealous of each other ; and there 
was caufe to believe he was under difgrace on account of this 
traoikdiion^ as he was not vifible for many days after. 

two 
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1783- ufual, broke into the tteneh, and had nearly waffled 
Septem* ' j 

away the blocks from under the veffel ; but the ac- 
cident was providentially difcovered in tin^e, and 
all hands inftantly went to work, with the ntmoft 
expedition, to fill up the trench, and fecure the 
Oaober. veffel from falling off the flocks, which kept them 
Wednei- employed until near morning, when they found the 
danger far greater than what even they had fup- 
pofed,'for feme of the blocks having been difplaced 
by the water, they were obliged to get wedges and 
fet her up, in order to reinftate them, and get her 
once more fecured ; which being accomplifliedj 
they contrived a bafik or dam to keep out the tide* 
This accident was the more unlucky, as three of 
their beft workmen were then ill, which, with the 
abfence of thofe goiie to the war, made^ the la- 
bour fall heavier on the reft.-— It inay not be un* 
neceffary, perhaps, to give an account how thii 
bank, to keep out the tide, wasform^d.^^-^The pin- 
nace was laid a- ground, direftly before the veffel, 
where they wiflied to ftop the tide ; two holes were 
bored in her bottom, and fhe was filled with ftones, 
in order to fink her ; at about a foot diftance, op- 
pofite t;he pinnace, was raifed a dry wall of large 
ftones, which was carried round each fide of the 
veffel beyond high-water mark ; it was lined on the 
infide with fmall branches and twigs, faftened with 
ftakes and ftones, to prevent their wafhing away^ 

land 
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fand was then thrown on thdJs branches, which, 17^5- 
all together, compofed a bank of four or five feet 
thick ; and was continued quite round the infide of 
the wall, and before the pinnace it was made ftrong- 
eft, as having the greateft weight of water to refill. 
When finifhed, it efFedually kept out tjie tide, and 
required no further trouble, than occafionall/ to 
throw a few baikets of fand upon fuch parts of the. 
wall as fettled by the wafh of the tide. By thefe Va- 
. rious employments, it was not till Thurfday the fe-. 
cond, in the afternoon, that they could get their dam 2. 
completed, in a manner to be perfedly fecure ; this 
accomplilhed, they again dug the trench, and the 
carpenter got one of the planks of the garboard ftr ake 
on. The jolly-boat, being fitted with fails, wa^ fent 
to Pelew for provifions ; and, the ; three fick m^n, 
being much recovered, the Captain defired Mn 
Sharp to take his inftruments, and go in her^ tq 
fee if he could render any fervice to Raa Kook^s 
fon. 

In the abfence of fo many people, the bufinefs of 
the dock-yard was much impeded j it was neverthe* 
lefs followed up with every poffible diligence by the 
few Englijhtnen remaining at Oroolong^ who, befide 
the fick, were only twelve in all : the Chinefe were 
employed in repairing th.e bank, bringing down tim- 
ber from the woods, and fuch other ufeful work as 
they were capable of. 
. . The 



is9 Ali Account Of 

1783. Hie weather was trery irariabk about tim time, 
Friday 3. vith much lightning from the eaftw^rd, aecompa- 
^^ ^ nicd with frequent fqtialls tod hard rwn. 

Since the laft new moon, the tides were obferved 
to be remarkably high. The morning tides were 
very low, and ebbed very little i whereas the eveii* 
kig tides wei'e high, and ebbed a kmg way oHt, 
kaying the harbour quite dry. 
iionday '^^ ^^ opened darfe and glooiifyj with miicb 
^* duinder, lightning, and continued fain^ fo that tbey 
could not go out of the tents to work before noon« 
They were very uneafy on account (rf the jolIy4^at 
being abfent fo m«K:h longer than ihey expeSed^ as 
alfo at not hearing of the fuccefs of the expedition j 
but were relieved from their anxiety about one 
o'clock^ by the arrival of the jony4[>oat j which had 
left Pelew on Saturday morning,, having been de- 
tained by the bad weather at the fmall ifland till this 
tnorning, from whence they came a^ay at day-light $ 
they brought the welcome intelligence, that all our 
people were well at Pelewy having returned from 
the expedition on the Wednefday night pre- 
ceding, in which they proved fiiccfefaful. They re- 
ported this to have been the fevereft aftion of any 
yet fought, it kfted near fix hours ; the people of 
Artingally afting on the defenfive, behaved with 
great refolution. The King detained our people, 
tod the Rupacks who accompanied him on the expe- 
dition. 
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itfitioB^ at Felewy in order to entertain them with i7S3. 
feaftii^ and dancing; and fent in the boat fbme 
ycuns ami provifioQ, as alfo the fti^ivel, which thq^ 
reported had done much executioi|. Abha Thulle 
Tf turned by Mr. Sharp the (hip's coppers } this was 
iadeed a great acquifition to out people, who were 
in great wsuit of them to boil their provifion, having 
hitherto beenr obliged to drefs it in fome little kettles 
aQd laucepans^ and defpaired of ever regaining the 
eoppers, which had been carried away by the natives 
^t their firft vifitipg the wreck. Complaint of their 
w^nt of them had been made to Raa Kook-i ^^^ ^c, 
no doubt, acquainted the King therewith, who gave 
orders for diligent enquiry to be made after them, 
and, difcovering where they were fecreted, had now 
teturned them to the Englijh by the jolly-boat ;— 
evincing by this, as well as by every other part of 
his Gonduft, the generofity of his difpofitlon, not 
allowing hi3 people to detain from our countrymeii 
any thing that had been once their property, however 
valuable it might be in the eftimation of the natives, 
Mr. Sharp gave the following account of his vifif 
to Pelew :— ^That he got there about noon on the 
day he left Oroolong, and landing, went immediately 
towards the General's houfe, who feeing him, came 
Out to meet him with a vifible concern on his coun- 
tenance. Mr. Sharp immediately told him the pur- 
port of his yifit, ihewing him the inftruments he 
tedbrQWght:^ which he tpld him h^ hoped might be . 

of 
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17^^- of much afMance to hid fon*s complaint ; he bowed, 

Odobcr 

' and alTumed a more placid look, as if fenfibly touch^ 

cd with this, mark of attention. He d^fired Mr» 
Sharp to follow him, and led him* to the Englifk 
houfe, around which he met all his countrymen, and 
where was alfo the King, the Chief Minijler^ toge- 
ther with feveral of the Rupacks^ fitting on the large 
pavement before the houfe allotted to our people, 
He went dire£lly to pay his refpecls to the King and 
the Rupacks. The purpofe of Mr. Sharp*s coming 
being known, he was informed by the Chief Minijier'^ 
that during the time Raa Kook was at Or oolongs the 
fomentatioQ b^d occafioned the fwelling to fubfide,. 
and that they had extrs^fted the fpear from the bet-, 
tom of the foot, by forcing it through ; and that the 
youth (who was ^bout eighteen, and inherited all 
the fpirit and intrepidity of the father) finding that 
though he could not walk, yet that he was able to 
ftand up in a canoe, and throw a fpear, infifted that 
he WQ jld go on this expedition, which they expeft^ 
ed would be fuccefsful, from the circumftance of 
their having the fwivel, wh^ch they had before fo 
much fet their hearts on ; but that very early in the 
engagement, this gallant youth, eagerly endeavour^ 
ing to get up clofe to the fhore, received a dart in 
his body, which entering between the throat and 
clavicle, he dropped and died inftantly^ 

After Mr. Sharps and thofe who came with him, 
had partoqk of fome refrelhuient, which w^s brought 

put 
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•ut for th^m, Raa Kook^ who was now returned, f <>83. 

. , Oaobov 

came up to Mr. Sharp and the boatfwain, who was 

a favourite of his, and defired they would follow 
him, which they did to the water-fide, where they 
iaw a very large canoe, with only two men in it. 
He then informed them, he waited for fome people, 
whom l>e expeded to have found there. Soon afr 
ter twenty»one Rupacks appeared, who were entire 
ftrangers to Mr. Sharps but who had affifted Abba 
ThuIIe in his laft expedition ; Raa Kook defired Mn 
Sharp and the boatfwain to go into the canoe firft, 
and a good deal of ceremony paffed among the /?a- 
packs^ to fettle who fhould go in the lafl:.-f-No kind 
of intimation was given whither they were going, 
however it was foon perceived that they were direft- 
ing their courfe to the little ifland oppofite to Pelew^ 
about three or four miles difl:ant from it, and where i. 
they had flopped when they firft accompanied the 
General from Oroolong. On landing, he took then; 
a little way up the country, where there was a fquare 
pavement, furrounded by four or five houfes, which 
appeared to be uninhabited, as np people were mov- 
ing about, and the grafs was growing between th^ 
ftones of the pavement. After being feated, Raa 
Kook difpatched one of his attends^nts on a meifage, 
Mr. Sharp and th^ boatfvyain reTnain}ng ftrangers to 
the purport of this invitation,-?— Our Surgeon, whp 
had before (hewn his watch to Raa Kook, and 
fully explained to him it? utility and defign, perceiv- 
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tj^S* ing they were all very filcnt and grave, and recoUect- 
* ing how much this link machine had entertained 
the General's curiofity, pulled it out again, and put it 
into his hands, that he might fhew it to the Rupacks^ 
and communicate to them how exaftly the Englijh 
were able, by it, to meafure the divifion and lapfe 
of time J they appeared to be all wonderfully afto- 
niilied at the account he gave them of its ufe and 
power, and not a little at hearing it tick. — ^It was 
near an hour before the meffenger returned, when 
the General eondufted them to the town, which was 
about half a mile diftant ; they arrived at another 
fquare pavement, furrounded by a number of houfes ; 
in the middle of this fquare were quantities of yams 
and cocoa-nuts, in piles, with fweet drink and (her- 
bet ; and on the outfide of the pavement was feated 
a great concourfe of people of both fexes* On Raa 
Kook and the Rupacks appearing, they all refpeftful- 
ly rofe up. The General and his friends being feat* 
cd, the attendants ferved out the provifions, firft to 
the General and his guefts, and then to the people 
who were placed round. It was obferved, that all 
the women who were in the crowd at the General's 
arrival, as foon as the refrefhments were handed 
^bout, withdrew ; and, what was very remarkable, 
all the cocoa-nuts which were brought on this occa- 
fion, were old nuts, whereas it had never been ufual 
at other entertainmentrto fee any but young ones j 
however they took away the old ones which were 

placed 
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placed before the Englijh, and fet young ones in their 13^3. 

06lober. 
room. 

When this repafl, which was eaten ^ in the mod 
profound filence, was nearly ended, there was heard 
ti fome diftance the lamentation of women ; Raa 
Kook touched Mr. Sharps who was fitting next to 
him, on the arm, and without fpeaking, made figns 
to him with his hand to go and fee what had occa- 
fioned this diftrefs ; he and the boatfwain both rofe 
up, and direftly went to the place whence thefe 
founds of forrow feemed to proceed, when they per- 
ceived a great number of women following a dead 
body, jwhich was tied up in a mat, and laid on a 
kind of bier formed of bamboos, in (hape not unlike 
a chairman's horfe, and fupported on the Iho^uldcrs 
of four men, no other males but the bearers attend- 
ing. Mr. Sharp and his companion were now per- 
feftly fatisfied that this mufl be the funeral of Raa 
Kook's fon, yet were much puzzled to know why it 
had been conduced fo filently, and that not a word 
or hint had been mentioned to them on the matter ; 
whether it was from that determined firmnefs of mind 
which was armed againft human weaknefs, or from 
whatever other motive, remained then, and flill rnuft ■ 

remain, uncertain. — Ihey arrived at the place of 
burial juft as the people were fetting down the bier, 
and laying the body in the grave prepared for it.— 5 

The corpfe was depofited without any ceremony; 
the men who had carried it began immediately, with 
N their 
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1 783* their hands and feet, to throw the earth over it and 
* fill up the grave, whilft the women knelt down, and 
with loud cries feemed as if they would tear it up 
again, unwilling to be deprived of the laft fight of a 
loved objed, which death had fnatched from them. 
- — A heavy rain coming on, drove fome of the people 
away, as it did our two countrymen, to the firfl; 
fhelter th^y could obtain. 

When it cleared up they returned to Raa Kook and 
the Rupacksy who had alfo flieltered themfelves from 
the weather. The evening advancing, aiid proving 
tempeftuous, they could not return to Pelew. — Mu 
Sharp and his companion, with fome of the Rupachy 
flept at the General's houfe ; the remainder of the 
company were provided for in other contiguous 
buildings. 

Previous to their departure, the next morning, for 
the King*s ifland, Raa Kook took Mr. Sharp and xht 
boatfwain to a houfe not far diftant from the place 
Vi^here his fon had been interred the preceding even- 
ing ; there was only an old woman in the houfe when 
they went in, who, on receiving fome order from 
the General, immediately difappeared, and foon af- 
ter returned with two old cocoa-nuts, and a bundle 
of beetle-nut with the leaves ; fhe alfo brought fome 
red ochre* — He took up one of the cocoa nuts, crof- 
fmg it with the ochre tranfverfely ; then placed it on 
the ground by his fide. — After fitting very penfive, 
he repeated fomething to himfelf, which our people 

conceived 
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concelred was s kind of prayer^ as he appeared a tjBj. 
good deal agitated ; fae then did the fame thing 
by the fecond (^ocoa-nut^ and afterwards crofled 
the buneh of beetle-nut, and fat penfivcly over 
It; this done, he called the old woman and deli* 
rered her the two nuts^, and the bundle of beetle- 
nut, accompanied with fome direftions. — ^Mr. Sharp 
and his companion, obferving hei* go towards 
the young man^s grave, their curiofity would have* 
induced them to follcfw her, in order to have obferv- 
ed the concluficm of Ais ceremony ; but peculiarly 
circumftanc^d as the diflreffed father then was, they 
felt an unwilliiignefs to trefpafs on his feelings, by 
teftifying any defire after further infotmatioii. 

At their returp to Pelew^ their counttymen much 
wondered what had occafioned their abfence, .of* 
tvhich being informed, they in return related that 
they had alfb been witnelTes of the funeral of another 
young man, who had fallen in the laft battle, — But 
this we need not notice here, referving it to that part 
.of the work which will defcribe the manners and 
cuftoms ofPelew. 

The General conduced Mr. Sharp to the Iting, 
Ivho was then feated in the fquare, and who defited 
to fee the inftruments which he had brought with 
him, in the kind intention to have alTifted his deceaf- 
ed nephew; our Surgeon fent fof them to Raa 
Kook'i houfe, in whofe care they had been depofited j 
they were foon produced, and Mr. Sharps by the in- 
N a terpreter, 
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1783- terpreter, explained to him fq>aratdy the ufc of 
every initrument. The lurprize and pleafure the 
fight afforded Abba Thulle was fo great, that he beg- 
ged Mr. Sharp vfowliii go with him, jufl by, to where 
feveral Rapacks were lodged (who were come to pafs 
a few days \^ith him on account of his late fuccefs) 
that they might alfo be indulged with a view of ihefe 
inftruments. A full explanation of the different 
purpofes to which they were appKcablcj was again 
given to thefe Chiefs, in whom it certainty produced 
great amazement. They examined the knives, and 
faws for amputation, with wonder; and probably 
had their imaginations half overfet by the ideas, 
which all thefe objefts, fo new and fo fmgular, muft 
have ftarted in their minds. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XV. '783. 

Oaober. 

The Men who had been on the third Expedition to 
Artingall return — an Account of it given. — Captain 
Wilfon invited by the King to viftt the Rupacks, 
who had attended as Allies in the lajl Battle. — 
Accompanies the King and his Brother to fome 
IJlands to the Northward^ where there was much 
Fejiivity on the Occafion.-^ls received with great 
Hofpitality^ and after fiv^ Days Abfence returns 
to Oroolong. 

xaBOUT eleven o'clock in the forenoon all Tucfday 
the warriors returned to Oroolong^ perfedly well, in ^* 
high fpirits, and . greatly pleafed with the treatment 
they had received from their Pelew friends. — Raa 
Kook accompanied them, with four canoes, bringing 
fome yams, and two jars of molofles. 

With refpeO: to the third expedition, I fliall pur^ 
fue the fame method as I did in the defcription of 
the fecond battle of Artingall^ and deliver the par-^ 
ticulari of it as I myfelf received them from Mr. M. 
Wilfon^ who was prefent at it, and which particu* 
lars w^re fully confirmed by every report of the 
tranfaQion to the Captain. 

** The outfet of this bufinefs v;ras nearly the fame 
*' ^ in tl^e fecond expedition, though the number 

<^ of 
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17^3- ** of canoes far exceeded thofe which accorapanIe4 

Odobcr. 

" the King before. — ^When we got to jlrtingall no 

^' canoes were feen, though the -ufual previous 

*' notice bad been feijt of our coming to attack 

** them. — ^The Pelew people being unable to pro- 

^' voke the appearance of the epemy, landed, and 

*^ went a little way up from the fea-(hore. Raa 

^' Kook now took the command, afid conduced the 

*' troops ; the King remaining in his canoe, occa- 

** fionally difpatching the Frigate canoes with orders 

, " to him and Arra Kooker, — We were entreate4 

'* not to land; we however, perpeiving that the 

'* enemy were beginning to defend themfelves, 

" jumped on fliore to affift our friends, and befieg- 

** ed fome houfes pofleffed by the pnemy.— The 

^' fwivel, which had been fixed Jn a canoe which 

" the natives had prepared for the purpofe, with 

*' great ingenuity and judgment, played conftantly 

** on the houfes which were filled with people 5 our 

^' mufqu^etry cpverii^g tlje Pelew people, foon dif- 

" lodged the enemy, and one of the houfes was 

*' by fome accident prefently in flames. — ^We were 

*' often gre;atly annoyed by the enemy, who rufted 

*' down on us with a fhower of fpears ; in return, 

** whenever we perceived them coming, a brilk fire 

" was kept up, which not only difperfed them im- 

*' mediately, but in alj probability pinft have killed 

** a confiderable number of them. — Arra Kooker^ 

*^ who had gone further than any other iapurfuit of 

*< the 
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" the enemy, afcending a hill in fight of the canoes, 1783- 
*' and obferving one of the Artingall people coming 
*' down, ftept unnoticed amongft fome buflies to let 
" him pafs, and then purfuing him down the declj-* 
" vity, ftunned him with a blow from his wooden 
'* fword *, and was dragging him a prifoner to his 
" canoe, when Thomas Wilfon^ feeing feveral of the 
" enemy rufhing down on Arra Kooker^ and that he 
" mud inevitably have j^een killed, ran immediately 
^' to his affiftance, and levelled his piece at the 
*' Artingall people, which they perceiving, inftantly 
" betook themfelves to flight ; this was a circum- 
^' ftance the more fortunate, as Thomas Wilfon had 
^' expended his whole flock of ammunition in co- 
" vering the landing, and had adually at the tim^ 
^* no charge in his mufquet. 

^' The natives of Artingall behaved with much 
" courage in this engagement; they defended the 
" houfe that took fire to the laft, nor quitted it till 
" it was ready to fall. — One of the Pdcw people 
" on this occafion diftinguiflied himfelf in a very 
" extraordinary manner; he ran to the houfe, while 
" it was in flames, tore off a burning brand, and 
" carrying it to another houfe, where many of the 
^' enemy had taken ftielter, fet it on fire, and (the 
" materials of their buildings being very combufti^ 
*' ble) it was quickly burnt down ; the man, after 

* The fame fort of weapon was prefented to Captain JVilfon 
zi Emutt^s, and is 6gured In plate 11. No i. 

^* accom- 
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Wednef, 
day 8. 



accomplifhing this bold atchievement, had the 
good fortune to return to his companions unhurt ; 
the King publicly rewarded him for his courage, 
by immediately placing with his own hands 2, 
firing of beads in his ear, and making him after- 
wards an inferior Rupack on his return to Pelew. 
'' In this aclio'n five canoes were deftroyed, which 
the enemy had hauled on fhore, and alfo their 
wharf or caufeway, which was much longer and 
broader than that at Pelew. Befide doing much 
other damage to the enemy, they brought away 
the flone on which tlie Kino^ o{ Artinzall{\X.^vMtXi 
in council ; this afforded occafion for great re* 
jolcing when they got back, but were not fo truly 
felt as after the fecond battle, the triumph of the 
day being overclouded by the death oi Raa Kook\ 
fon, and another youth of note, both killed in 
this engagement, as alfo from having thirty or 
forty of their people wounded, feveral of whom 
died in confequence thereof, in a few days after 
their return to Felcw *.** 
This morning Mr. Barker unfortunately fell 
backward from one of the ftages, and was much 
hurt. — Our men being now employed about the 
veffel, and Raa Kook waiting with two canoes at 
Oroolo?2g, Captain Wi/fon went, by the particular 

♦ The carrying off the regal (lone from Jrtlngall mi^ht add as 
much imaginary glory to the dny as our firfl Edivard^s bririging 
to Wejlmnjler the iHauguration (lone of the Kings ol Scotland, 

defir^ 






THE PELEW ISLANDS. 171 

defire of the Bans:, to pay 21 vifit to the Rupacks who 1783* 
attended him on the laft expedition. Ine Captain 
was accompanied by his fon Henry Wil/on^ Thomas 
Dulton his fervant, and the linguift. — After they had 
got out of the harbour they waited fome time for 
the canoes, which had been fifliing. — ^ITie General 
fent a turtle and fome fifli to the tents, and took the 
reft to Pelewj where they arrived about ten o^clock 
at night ; the King had been gone an hour before to 
the great ifland called Emungs, where thefe Rupacks 
lived, but had left his eldeft fon, ^ti. Bill, to receive 
Captain Wil/an and go forward with him. — Raa Kcok 
afked the Captain if he liked to follow his brother ; 
but he declined going any further till morning, 
feeling himfelf indifpofed. 

About feven o'clock the next morning they em- Thurfday 
baiked inRaa Kook^s canoe ; the General was accom- 9- 
panied by two of his wives, having eleven men to 
paddle, and taking with them provifion for the day ; 
they w^ent tp the northward about ten or twelve 
leagues, and about noon were off the mouth of a 
rivulet that ran up into the ifland of Emungs, where 
Abba Thulle then was. — Raa Kook here ornamented 
his canoe with (hells, and founded his conch, to give 
notice of his arrival. 

This rivulet was both narrow and fliallow, its 
fides full of mangrove trees, which in feveral places 
Were cut away to make a free paflage for the canoes 
to pafs up and down. — ^In their paflage to get into 

tht 
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»7^S' the rivulet or creek, they were frequently in 4an- 
ger of being a-ground, which the natives feemed 
much to fear, on account of the fharp coral-ftones 
ypon the banks ; it was neceffary for them to keep 
a good look-out, as they had frequently fudden tran- 
fitions from deep to {hallow water. — After advance 
ing near a mile up this creek (through part of which, 
it being low- water, the boatmen were obliged to get 
out and track the canoe) they came in fight of fome 
houfes; the conch fiiell was again founded, when 
three or four young men appeared, but returned 
back immediately, as if furprized ; Raa Kook^ ov^ 
feeing this, ordered two of his men to go up to the 
Jioufes, who returned with a piece of board, on 
which they feated Captain Wil/on^ and four of the 
men took him on fhore, Raa Kook walking by his 
fide, the panoe being a-ground. The bank of the 
river was by this time crowded with the natives ; 
through this throng they were conduced to a large 
houfe, wher^ the novelty of feeing men of a diffe- 
rent colour Jo themfelves h^d 4r?t^yn together a fre(h 
concourfe of people, whofe curioflty was ftill more 
raifed by what they had heard of them in tl^e }ate 
different expeditions.-— The Captain ^nd his cqn^pa- 
nions ftayed at this place about half an hour^ to reft 
themfelves, and gratify the natives, >vho appeared 
exceedingly defirous to touch them 5 they then 
walked about a quarter of a piile further, where 
^bba ThuUe with the Rupacks w,ere expefting th^ir 

arrival. 
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arrival. — ^I'hey found the Kins: and the Chiefs in a i7«3- 
large home or public building ; the former made 
figos to Captain Wil/on to fit down. — ^They remain- 
ed there about two hours, and then went to vifit the 
Rupack of the town, who was a very old man and 
unable jto walk-^being accompanied by ^aa Kook^ 
who iiitroduc^ themf A kind of ftooi or low tabl^ 
covered with boiled yams, a tub of fweet drink, and 
a fifh were fet before them,-r-They tailed them, an4 
remained about half an hour witji th.^? pjd Rupack^ 
and returned to the great houfe, whither t}ie proyi- 
fions were fent after them. — About five o^cjopfe ipi 
the evening a dancing began, after the manner of 
the country, at each end of the outfide of the great 
houfe, and another at a houfe a little diftant, wher<? 
another large company were with Arra Kooker an4 
the King's eldeft fon, ^i Bill. — Supper was fervcd 
by two butlers. It was obferved, in the houfe where 
Abba Thulle was, that though an allotted ibare, or 
}K)rtion of the entertainment was ferved to each 
Rupack^ \m family and guefts, yet none of them 
touched a bit till the King gave the word to eai ; 
neither did they at night lie down to fleep imtil he 
was covered with his mat. 

The dancing continued the whole night, wltl| 
fmging, the women joining in both, which altogcr 
ther made a terrible noife ; and our people having 
only rough uneven hoards to fleep on, with a boat- 
cloak Ipread under them, and a jack for a coverlid, 

they 
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1783. they may be rather fald to have lain down than reft- 
* ed. — Thefe diverfions did not ceafe till t^n o'clock- 
^Friday the next morning, and at three in the afternooa 
were renewed for an hour ; when tw^o partiei of the 
riatives came from a wopd that was clofe to the town 
and rufliing out by different ways, reprefented to 
the fpeftators a mock fight'j after which tliey joined 
in one band, and began a kind of dance, with therf ' 
fpears in their hands ; during which four large fpears 
were brought and pr^fented to Captain Wilfon by the . 
Chief of the band, one at a time, he making a fhort 
Speech at the delivery of each of them, and then re- 
turned to join^the dance ; he alfo prefented the Cap- 
tain with a fword, made of very hard wood, and cu- 
See Plate tioufly inlaid with fliell. — This dance lafted about an 
//. No. r. j^^yj. . ^^r\^^ j|. ^j^s ended. Captain WilfGU enquiry 

of the linguilt the meaning of fome human Ikulk ^^ 
faw placed over the outfide of the doors, at the exk^ ' 
of the great houfe ; he direQly went and alked Raa 
Kook^ who gave him the following account :— ^That 
the Rufach and principal men of Eniungs having 
gone on fome particular occafion to another illand, 
taking with them a confiderable number of the inha- 
bitants, a party of the j^rtigal! people lande4 ^^ their 
town, and killing many who could not efcape into 
the woods, fet their houfcs on fire ; the news of 
^ w^hich being brought to Jbl^a Thulle^ he irpmediate- 
ly affembled his canoes and warriors, and W^nt and 
attacked them before they Jiad quitted the place ; 

that 
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that being fo unexpeftedly befet, many were kil- 1785. 
led, and the reft fled, fome in their canoes, and 
oihei^s into the woods ; that the Rupacks and people 
of Emungs returning at this jundure, few of the 
Artingall people efcaped ; and that thofe were the 
heads of fome of the Chiefs. — ^l^his aflfair appeared 
not to have happened very long before, as the mate- 
rials of the houfes which had been deilroyed looked 
ftill rather frefli, nor were overgrown with weeds at 
that time. — In the evening they renewed their merri- 
ment, which continued till midnight, when they 
went to reft. 

The morning was ufhered in with -new dances. Saturday 
After breakfaft there was much heavy rain, with '*• 
thunder and lightning ; in the afternoon the weather 
clearing, the old Rupack of the place came down to 
the raifed fquare pavement, which was at one end 
of the great houfe where our people were ; he was 
brought on a board flung with a rope at each end, 
and carried by four men. — After he was feated, a 
meflenger came and fpoke to Abba ThuUe^ who im- 
mediately faid fomething to the R.upacks in the great 
houfe, and they all went out on the pavement, and 
feated themfelves with much refpeft ; Abba Thiille 
alfo quitted the houfe, leaving none but the EngUJh 
in it ; yet did not go to the old Rupack^ or take any 
notice of the ceremony carrying on, but fat down 
under a tree, where he could not be obfcrved, and 
amufed himfelf in making the handle of a hatchet, 

— ^Afte^ 
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178 J. -—After fome time fpent in eonverfation, Ihe old 
Rupack diftributed beads to the other Ri^packs^ in the 
foUonv\'}ng manner : — ^The old Rupack gave them to 
an ofEcer in waitings who advancing into (he middle 
of the fquare, and holding them up between his fore-- 
finger and thumb, made 2 (hort fpeee4i, and with a 
ioird voice called out the perfon's name for whom 
ihey were defigned, and immediately ran and gave 
Ihem to him, and then returned in a flow pace to 
the oi J Rupack for the next, V7bich -w as prefented in 
ihe f^me manner. — Captain ViUfon remained in the 
houfe obferving the ceremoiiy, till the linguift was 
fent to him, when he went out, and was direfted to 
a. feat near to his friend Rad Kook^ and feoa after 
Ser plite ^^ t^rtoife-Ihell fpoons, and a (tring of red beads, 
^-M* *• which were made from a coarfe fpecies of cbmeliart, 

A K I> ^ 

Plfj/r AY, were brought forward, which the before-mentioned 

•^' ^* officer holdihg up, called oxrt Engtces^ and rnftantly 

ran and prefented them to the Ciaptain. — Ahba 

ThuHe^s beaJs^ wiiicb were of glafs *, were given to 

Raa Kook^ who perfonated the King on this occafion. 

Ihere certainly appears, fromwhat has been laid, 

* Tli€ beads firft fpokeii of were of their own making, being 
2 kind of coloured cari'i baked ; they made them alfo at Peieiu^ 
&ut our people had ntver any opportunity of feeing how they were 
Kuittufa^ured,— They alfo cofifidei*ed as beads the glafa ones lafl 
mcntioficd, being only bits of broken glafs, which they had the 
jrrt of dnfling ; fomc bef»ds they faw of this kind were made of 
green and white glafs, being fmall pieces of brokea bottles which 
iiad been got out of the AntcUfe^ 

to 
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to have been fome eliqiiette, not property underftood '7^3- 
by our people, in Jbba Thul/e^s retiring whilft the 
old Rupack was diftributing his favours.-^There was 
reafon to fuppofe, that if their rank was the fame, 
yet the c^emonials of their perfonal interview might 
not be fufficiently fettled, fo as to admit of their 
meeting on terms of equal dignity on both fides* 
Therefore the King of Pelew, though adually pre- 
fent, was only ptefumed to be fo in the perfon of 
bis bfother the General ; who, as appears before, 
anfweted for him, and in his name received that tef* 
timony of refpeft with which one fovereign was 
pleafed to greet another. When the old Rupack had 
diftributed all his favours, ^ general converfation 
took place among th^ Chiefs, which continued for 
about an hour j after which the old Chief was put 
on his board, and carried back in the fame manner 
he had been brought to the fquare. Fifh, yams, and 
other refrefliments were then given to the attendants 
of Abba Thiille and the other Rupacks. — ^The even- 
ing was pafied in the great houfe, as before. 

In confcquehce of Captain Wilfon having requefled Sunday 
to return to Oroolong^ the conch -fliell was founded at '^* 
day-light, and the canoes got in readinefs for depar- 
ture. At eight o'clock they all went to the houfe 
where they firfl landed, and here, before they em- 
barked, Raa Kook exprefled a wifli to fire a mufket ; 
but having no idea of the fliock it would occafion, 
and holding it loofe, it (truck his fhoulder with fuch 

force 
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17S3. foice as threw him backwards, and it fell from his 

October. . 

hands. He expreffed much furprize that the Englijh 
could do this with fo much cafe, and that he was 
neither able to ftand or hold it when fired. They 
now went on board, and fell down the creek, it being 
near high-water. After they had got to the outlet 
of the creek, one of the Rupatks^ who was going to 
the northward, where he lived, parted company, 
carrying away in his fuite eight or nine canoes. This 
Rupacky whofe name was Maath, had two Bones oa 
his arm. Captain Wilfon had given Abba Thulle the 
fpaniel dog, which the King had with him at this 
time. When they were out of the creek, and Maaih 
was taking leave, Abba ThuIIe delivered to him the 
. xiog, and alfo the fcarlet coat j but they were after- 
wards returned to him, as our people faw him wear 
the coat when he went againft Pelelew^ and faw the 
dog frequently afterwards at Pelew ; which, fatisfied 
them that they Were only lent to Maaih to take to 
his iilaiid, that he might (hew them to his own peo- 
ple, Captain Wiifon having declined going to vifit 
them, though (Irongly folicited, excufmghimfelf on 
account of the long time it would occafion his being 
^ibfcnt from Oroo/o?7g, — Jbba TbiiUe and his train, 
which confifted of about forty canoes, returned ta 
the fouthwaid. About ten o'clock they were over- 
taken by a violent fquall of wmd, with much thun- 
' der, lightning, and rain, which obliged every canoe 

to Ihift for itfelf ; the boatmen, in that canoe where 

the 
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the Captain was, jumped overboard, to avoid being 1783. 
wetted witkthe fain *, holding by the canoe with one 
afrm, and keeping it as it were at an anchor ; but 
finding the rain continue after the thunder had ceaf- 
ed, they made for the Ihore, which having reached, 
the boatmen very expeditioufly kindled a fire, by 
rubbing two pieces of wood together. The Captain 
remarked, that at each flalh of lightning Raa Kook*s 
two wives, who were in the fame canoe with him, 
flickered under his boat-cloak, muttered fomething 
that feemed to be a prayer or ejaculation j Raa 
Kook covered Jiimfelf with his mat. About noon the 
weather cleared up, and they joined the King, who 
gave our people boiled fifli for dinner, fomewhat re- 
fembling mullet. About one o'clock all landed j 
and the King and his retinue, with our people, w alk- 
ed up the country about a mile, to a town called 
Arajnalorgooj where was exhibited a dance of fpear- 
raen ; after which the ufual fort of refreftiments were 
ferved to the company. They then returned to their 
canoes, and came to a place called Emillcguey which 
appeared to be a diftinft government,, as a formal in- 
vitation came off from the Rupack^ or Chief of that 
ifland, to foHcit the comp?iny to land. It was a large 
town, fituated about a mile from the fea-ftiore. The 

* Notwithftanding the natives bathed dally in frefh watef, yet 
they all appeared to have a great diflike at being wetted by rain ; 
it is probable the fpattering of It on their naked, bodies miglit 
•reate an unpleafant fenfation. 

O • Rupack 
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1783. Rupack was a fat, good-looking, friendly old man J 
* and, by every mark of external refped paid to him, 
feemed to be a perfon of confiderable confequence. 

Our people conceived the idea, that fome eti- 
quette here alfo operated on the King of Pelew^ as 
he would not himfelf go on (hore, but flayed in his 
canoe, though it was his wifli that all the reft of 
his company fliould land. They were here enter- 
tained with a dance, and treated with fome broiled 
pigeons, &c. They alfo were invited to, and moft 
kindly received at two or three private houfcs. It 
was night before they got back to the canoes, and 
being dark, the people were fo hofpitable that they 
would walk with them, and conduft them in fafety 
to the water-fide, bearing lighted torches in their 
hands, and taking them by the arm whenever the 
path was uneven or difficult. 

About ten o*clock Captain Wilfon and his party 
arrived at Pelew ; the King's canoe not being come 
' in, no perfon offered to go on fhore, the feme was 
obferved by all the other canoes ; nor till the King 
Went on fhore was any thing removed from the 
boats. And here I muft notice, that though thefe 
ceremonials were obferved by aH ranks to Abba 
Tbulle^ even by his brothers Raa Kook and Arra 
Kooker^ yet Captain Wilfon and the Englijh were 
exempt from them j and Raa Kook gave them to 
underftand the Englijh might land when they pleaf- 
ed y but the Captain finding this was an eftablifhed 

form, 
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form, chofe to remain in the canoe, out of refpeft ^7^3* 

; oaobcr. 
to the King, and in compliment to the General. — 

Our people ftayed all night at the houfe by the 
water-fide, Jbba Thulle remaining with them. A 
council was held, before they went to fleep, confift- 
ingofthe Kingj his brothers, and the chid Rupackr 
who had returned to Pelew ; the purport of which 
was made known next day at breakfaft^ by Abba 
Thulle's afking the Captain if he would go with ^""^^ 
him once more to battle ? — Who replied, that he 
muft confult his officers and people at Oroolong^ be- 
fore he could with propriety give an anfw^er ; that 
when he left the ifland many of them were fick, nor 
could he tell but that at his return he might find 
others ill alfo ; but fhould that not be the cafe, he 
would with pleafure comply with his wifhes. The 
King then afked, why the jolly-boat had never been 
once down at Pelew for yams, fmce the time the 
Captain had been with him at the iflands ? Captain 
Wilfon anfwered, that they had only one boat in ufe, 
the other being funk at the head of the new veflel, 
to make a bank to keep oflf the tide. — ^The wea- 
ther that had been fqually, being now clearing, 
and the wind getting to the N. E. our people left 
Pelew about eleven in the forenoon. They flop- 
ped an hour at the fmall ifland, and reached Oroo-- 
long about foiir in the afternoon \ Raa Kook return- 
ing with them. 

Oz Oa 
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1783- On arriving at Oroolong^ it was with great fids- 
* faction they found Mr. Barker fo well recovered 
from his accident as to be able to go about* The 
veflel alfo was much forwarded, all her beams laid, 
and mod of Aem fecured. — ^The General, ever at- 
tentive to the intereft and fcrvice of our country- 
men^ fent back immediately all the canoes (except 
his own, in whom he could confide) that they might 
not piifa*^ or be guilty of any mifikmeanor. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVL ,783, 

Odobcr. 

Proceedings at Oroolong. — The General remains with 
the Englifli, — Intelligence is brought to him that the 
Feople of Artingall were come to fue for Peace.^^ 
The King arrives the next Day^ and for the firjk 
Time brings one of his Wivesy his favourite Daugh* 
ter^ and feveral of their 'Female Attendant s.-^He 
continues ai th^ Back of the IJland three or four Days^ 
durinx^ which Tim the General^ who went ibith him^ 
was much inJifpofed. — Mr. Sharp vifits bim^ and 
relieves his Complaint. — The King^ with Raa Kook, 
and his Retinue, return to VtXt^.'-^He /ends the 
Englifli fome Colours to paint their VeffeL'^Mr, 
Sharp goes to Pelcw to enquire after R^a ICook*^ 
Uealth^ whom h^ finds getting welU 

X HE jolly -bo^t went this morning for water, but Tucfday 
found the well dry, there being feven canoes already ^^' 
there. It was "underftood from Tom Rofe, that they 
preceded the King, who was coming with men and 
boats to bring on fliore all the fliip's guns. In the 
courfe of the day our people got fome water, and a 
fmall canoe brought a few fiih, and a fine fea craw-fifti. 
The cook having been very negligent in his bufi- 
nefs, fpoiling often the lice, and being fufpeSed, in 
i;oiicert with one of the China-men^ his affiftant, of 

appro- 
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1783* appropriating to themfelves part of the very fmaU 
Wednef- quantity of meat they could afford to boil with it j 
^y ^S' he was ordered to be punifhed with a Cobbing . In 
confequence of the regulations before mentioned to 
have been made amongft themfelves, this was carried 
by a majority. The Cobbing was performed by ftrip- 
ping him to the waift, and tying his hands againft a 
tree, to keep him extended ; when one man, with a 
thin flat piece of wood, like a battledore, impofed the 
number of ftripes he was ordered to receive. The 
cook's afliftant was alfo punifhed in like manner ; 
and another China-man for wounding one of his 
countrymen on the head with a flone. Raa Kook^ 
feeing thefe fellows tied up, appeared concerned, 
and applied to Captain Wilfon to beg them off; but 
the fafety of this little community abfolutely requir- 
ed that regularity and obedience fhould be preferv- 
ed ; and this was fully explained to the General, as 
an apology for his requefl not being complied with. 
He flood by, however, whilfl the punifhment was in-r 
flifted ; and not finding it was of a ferious nature, 
feemed convinced our people were right ; and when 
the China-nten came to receive the fame difcipline, 
they fet up fo lamentable a cry, that he was even 
divertfsd by their pufillanimity. 

This afternoon three canoes came to the watering- 
place, in one of which was a. woman, the firft that 
had been feen at Oroolong by the Englijh ; they after- 
wards came round to the harbour, when the woman 

came 
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came oij (hore; who, after viewing the veffel, went 17^3- 
up to the fmith's-fhop, and from thence to the cook's 
habitation,. After looking about with much atten- 
tion, fhe came back to the veffel ; which (he exa- 
mined again for a few minutes, and then returned 
to her canoe. She was not accompanied by any one 
of the men from the canoes. Our people never 
could learn who {he was, as Raa Kook was gone off 
at that time to the wreck. She appeared to ftep 
cautioufly, but ftill was excited by her curiofity to 
peep about every wher^. It w^s judged they came 
from Emilleguey no one recoUeding any Pelew coun^ 
tenance among them. The bottom qf the veffel was 
this day begun to b^ caulked, as alfo her deck tQ 
]be laid. 

The jolly-boat ftill continued her vifits to the Thurfdaj 
wreck, from whence fhe generally brought fome- ^^* 
thing that was of fervice. A canoe came into the 
harbour with fifli, and a turtle of about two hundred 
pounds weight. Raa Kook fent the turtle to the King, 
but gave our people moft of the fifh. In the after- 
noon a canoe came from Pele%v^ to notify to the Ge-^ 
neral the arrival pf the Chief Miniji^r of Artingall at 
that place, who bad brGught with him offers of peace. 
Notice of it was alfo fent to Captain WH/on* 

Raa iir^c?4'2ippeared much pleafed with the news, 
and told the Captain that he fuppofed this was the 
feafon why his brother Abba Tbulle was npt come up 
tefore, but that he wQuld be ^tOrqolon^ the next day. 

rr^A CWQQ 
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1 783. — A canoe wanting to enter the harbour in the night, 
Friday' the watch fired to keep it ofFj but it came in the 
*7- next morning, and brought fome fifh. The General 
gave our people three, which ferved every one for a 
dinner, and was the faving of two hams ; the reft 
of the fifli being kept for the King, who arrived 
about ten o'clock in the harbour, attended by nine 
canoes. With him came his youngeft daughter, 
Erre Befs^ and eight or nine women, who, except 
the fingle woman juft before mentioned, were th(? 
firft who had vifited Or(?^/ow^. Before Jbba Thulle 
came on fliore, the General, who went out to medt 
him, had given him an account of every thing that 
was going on. The King ordered a prefent of yams, 
cocoaruuts, and fweetmeats, to be given to our peo- 
ple; after which he landed. He le4 his daughter by 
^he hand' on fhore^ who feeraed to be about nine 
years of age ; and of whom then, as well as on all 
future occafions, he feemed to be immoderately fond. 
The Creneral took care of all the other females, and 
fhewed them about the cove. The King, after apo- 
logizing to Captain WH/on for not having been able 
to come to Oroolong earlier to tlTank him for his fer- 
vices, feemed impatient to vr^w the works carrying 
\on. He took the Tackelbys^ or artificer$ who came 
with him, to fee the yeflTel, and appeared much de- 
lighted to obferve the form it had taken fmce heha4 
' lad been on the ifland, and was quite aftonifhed at 
the conveniencies he found it had. Then going 

withifl 
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within the barricade, he was attrafted by the boys 1783- 
fpinning fpun-yarn, which much pleafed him, His 
brother then took him into the China-men^s tents, 
who were all employed in picking oakum.-^ Among 
the women whom Raa Kook conducted about the 
cove, there was one who (truck all our countrymen 
as being fuperior in elegance and beauty, as well as 
in her graceful manner of walking, to any female 
they had noticed at Pelew ; (he was very young, and 
they could not help making fome enquiries about 
her of the General, who informed them that (he was 
one of the King's wives, and was called Ludce ; — 
diis lady, as well as all her female companions, teHi* 
(led that degree of furprize, which the firft fight of 
our di(Ferent works had excited in all the oti .r 
natives. 

After they had amufed themfelves in feeing every 
thing that was going forward, a cstnvafs was fpread 
in the cove for the King, the General, and the la- 
dies ; the Captain entertained them with fi(h, and 
boiled rice mixed with molo(res to fweeten it ; which 
never having tafted before, they feemed to reliih 
very much. 

The King, in converfing with the Captain, want- 
ed to know where he kept his powder, and how 
much he had ; he anfwered, that the gunner, who 
had the care of it, was abfent, but when he came 
home in the evening he would enquire. Abba Tbnh 
ieeming to recoiled that there might be fome im- 

propriety 
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«7S3- propriety in the queftion, changed the difcourfe in* 
' fliantly, nor rigfumed it any mor^. He faid h^ 
was come to get the gr^at guns op fhore, and alked 
if he fhould bring them to Oroolong^ pr take them to 
Pe/ew f Captain Wil/in went out and confulted the 
Chief Mate, when it was thought bell to pay him 
jhe compliment of faying he might tak(2 them al} 
(to Pe/ew except one, which would be wanted to go 
^ith the veffel^ 

Jbba Thulle informed the Captain that he was 
now at peace with moft of his neighbours, but tha^ 
he believed he was indebted for this peace to their 
mufquets; Jie therefore hoped the Englifh woul4 
give him fome when they went away ; adding, that 
they did not requeft iron, as of that they had now 
received a fufEciency j the only thing they wiflied 
for was powder and mufquets, and defired he might 
have ten.-T-In anfwer to all this the Captain told 
him that the Englijh would always continue to be 
his friends ; but that it would be impoffible to fpare 
ten of them, as the Englijh were at that moment at 
war with different nations, whofe fhips they might 
have to contend with in their paflage hom^ ; how^ 
ever, that when they quitted his country, they would 
at all events give him five ; he feemed much pleafed 
with the Captain's anfwer ; who added, that fhould 
his neighbours again makp war with him, he might 
ffrom the kind treatment he had fhewn the Englifh) 
declare that they would return in a much larger 

ftip, 
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fliip, with a number of men, and would avenge any 'T^s- 
infult the]'^ Ihpuld offer to him in their abfence. 

In the afternoon he took his canoes and people to 
the watering-place. — ^This amiable Prince was per- 
petually giving new proofs of his attention to the 
Englijh : as he commonly came with a confiderable 
retinue, he obferved that when he arrived, our peo- 
ple left off working, and tl^ence conceived it was for 
fear the natives fhould pilfer their tools, which he 
toew they fometimes could not refrain from ; there- 
fore, as foon as be had dined, he made them all retire 
with him to the back of the ifland, that he might lefs 
impede that bufinefs, which he faw pur countrymen 
had fo much at heart. 

He had not been at the watering-place long be- 
fore he fent for Captain Wilfon to come over to him : 
Mr. ^harp and Mr. Devis accompanied him. His 
canoes had juft come in from filhing, a large quaur 
tity which they had caught lay on the ground near 
where the King was fitting, divided into two parcels ; 
and the reafon why the Captain had been fent for, was 
to give him one of the portions, which confided often 
large fifli. The Captain faid, four would be as many 
as would feaft all his men, and the reft, he feared, 
Would fpoil before the next day. The King gave or- 
ders to have the other fix cleaned and drefled fqr 
keeping, after their own manner, and faid he would 
fend them over in the morning. — It now advancing 
tpwards fun-fet, the King wiflbed the three geatleme;^ 

to 
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17S3. to move homewards before it ffrew dark, as part of 
Cdober. . 

* their way over land was rugged and hazardous ; they 

therefore took leave of him, wiih many expreffions 
of thanks for the repeated marks of Bis attention.-- 
In the night theie was a very hard fquall. 
SatTtrday Some boiled rice was lent for the King's breakfaft* 
*^' Soon after, Raa Kook came over land, followed by 
fix men, bearing the fifh ; they were finging all the 
way through the woods, and were heard long brforo 
they were feen. The fifh were quite fweet and good, 
and, as the great heat of this climate taints all theif 
fifh in a few hours, it may be worth while to mention 
the method they take to preferve them.-— *The fifh 
being well cleaned, wafhed, and fcaled, two flat 
fticks are placed lengthways of the fifh, to fupport 
and keep it ilraight, much in the fam€ manner as 
me^^t is laid in a cradle fpit ; around it are bound 
fome broad leaves. They then make a kind of flagc 
or trivet, placed about two feet from the ground, 
^landing on four legs, upon which the fifh is laid, 
and a flow fire made underneath, over which it re- 
mains for feveral hours, till it becomes fmoke-dried, 
and then it is fit for eating without any further dreff- 
ing, and would keep a couple of days, though cer- 
tainly not fo well-flavoured as when eaten frefh.-^ • 
By a good obfervation at noon, the latitude of the 
watering-place was 7*" 18' north, and the northern 
extremity of Orookng was 70 19^ north. The King 
}eft five or fix canoes with the womeaat the watering 
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place, and went to the wreck ; the Captain fent fomc ' l^S- 

0£Lobcf* 
tea againll he came on (hore, and afterwards went 

over himfelf, to complain to him of the lofs of a 

caulking-iron and an adze; which he promifed 

fljould be enquired after and returned. Three <^ 

the Arfingall people being with the King, they were 

I pointed out to Captain Wilfon^ who gave them an 
iQvftation to breakfad. 

^ Arra Kooker came to fpeak about the things that Sunday 
liad been purloined. He had recovered the caulk* *^ 
ing-iron, but the adze had been carried to Pelew.-^^ 

I He told them the King requefted ten of our people 
to aflift in getting out the guns, his own having no 
tackle equal to the effefting it ; they were accord-* 
ingly fent oflf to the wreck, where Abba Thulk mtt 
them, and was not a little amazed when he faw the 
cafe with which the bufinefs was managed. — ^The 
General, accompanied by the Artingall people, camc^ 
as invited, to breakfaft with the ^ngfijh. They 
fliewed them their tents, and the work that was 
going forward, with which they feemed aftonifhed, 
and particularly with the fwivel and fix-pounder^ 
When they were (hewn the fmall arms, they by 
forcible geftures feemed to defcribe that thofe were 
the inftruments which had killed fo many of their 
countrymen at Artingall. They did not appear to 
entertain the flighteft animofity, but ihook hands 
with the jE/h^/j^ in much amity, and received the ' 
civilities offered them with great thankfulnefs. — At 

noon 
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1 7^3- noon there were fqualls, accompanied with heavy 
* rain. Captain Wil/an had plenty of filh fent himy 
and fome large Kima Cocklesy which are well known 
in the Eaft, as alfo in Europe, from the number of 
their fhells which are brought over to adorn grottos 
and fountains. 
Mondafy The King fent again more fifli to the Englifh, with 
a large balket of yams, and another of plantains.—^ 
Raa Kook beiiig indifpofed, did not come to break- 
faft^ but fent to defire Captain Wilfon and the Sur-i 
geon would come over to fee him. When they got 
there the King was gone to the wf eck. They found 
the General very feverilh, from the pain of a large 
boil on his arm^ which Mr. Sharp fomented and 
drefled ; he had feveral people about him, among 
whom were two women, who Jtppeared much fcratch* 
ed about the breaft and ftomach, a§ if with pins; 
they enquii-ed the caufe, but not having the linguift 
with them, could Only learn that it was done with a 
prickly kind of long leaf ; and from the apparent 
concern of thefe women, it was conceived, that the 
wounding themfelves was an external mark of for- 
Tow for the General's indifpofition. In the evening 
they returned to fee him, and found him much bet- 
ter. The King was then come on fhore, and feem- 
ed much pleafed with the attention flie\yn his bror 
ther ; he appeared on this occafion to be particularly 
anxious on his account, and indeed our people had 
repeated opportunities to difcover, that Abba Thulk 

teftified 
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teftified to every part of his family a moft affedioliate 1783- ^ 
and tender difpofition^ 

When the fifliing canoes came in^ a large portion 
of what they had taken was given to the Englijhi 
Whilft they were fitting with the King, a flying fox 
fettled on a tree near where they were. Captain 
Wilfon^s fervant, who had been (hooting pigeons in 
that part of the ifland, juft then coming up, and hav- 
ing his piece loaded, (hot it. This is an animal that 
has fome fimilitude to our bat, but is five or fix times 
larger ; it refembles a fox in its head, and hath much 
fuch a fmell. The natives call it OleeL It runs 
along the ground, and up trees like, a cat; it has 
hefides wings, which extend pretty wide, by which 
it flies like a bird. The Pelew people broil and eat 
them whenever they can knock them down, efteem- 
ing them a great delicacy j on which account the 
Englijh^ whenever they faw any^ ufed to flioot them 
for the King, being, like the tame pigeon, a privi- 
leged difli for thofe of a certain rank. The Artin- 
^all people who were prefent, feeing the animal drop 
from the top of a lofty tree, without any thing ap- 
parently pafling to it, one of them ran to take 
it up, and on examining it, perceived the holes 
which the fhot had pierced, and remarked, that fuch 
of their own countrymen as loft their lives in the 
late battles, fell down with holes in their bodies juft 
like this animal, and died. 

Whilll 
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x^^i* Whilft thefe men teftified their natural furprlze, 
* Abba ThuUe and the General, who were now be-r 
come mafters of the power and effed of the muf- 
quet, could not forbear fmiling at finding their 
Afiingall vifitors had at lafl: difcovered what had fo 
completely defeated their force, as well as over- 
powered their comprehenfion. 

Tacfday In the morning our people received their fifh^ 
cured as ufual. — About nine o'clock the I^ing came 
round with his canoes and attendants, in his way to 
Pelew. — He landed, examined the works, and ob- 
ferved, on looking at the pinnace, that it wanted re- 
pairing. — Before he went away, he alked the Captain 
if the EngUjh would go and fight for him once more, 
though he did not explain againft whom he was 
going to war; he was anfwered that they readily 
would. — ^He then went on board his- canoe, firft: de* 
firing Tom Rofe and another of our people might go 
back with him to Pelew. This was agreed to, and 
Mr. Devh expreffed a wifti to accompany the linguift. 
—In the converfation Captain Wilfon had with the 
King this day, he appeared extremely anxious that 
our people would not leave his country without 
making him previoufly acquainted of the time they 
intended going, faying he would fend two men witfi 
them to England^ and promifed to give them coloiS^ 
to paint their veffel. — Raa Kook was much preflfed 
to remain at Oroolong till his arm was quite well, 
but he faid he could not then conveniently (lay, but 

would 
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would very foon retutn.-r-Our people conjeSured 1783. 
his prcfence was neceflary at the council which was 
to be held on the expedition they were then pro- 
)c&ing»^— When the jolly-boat returned from the 
wreck, Ihe was fent down to Pelew for the paint.— 
After dinner every man received a file, to give to his 
Sucalic or friend ; Captain Wilfon having taken into 
cuftody all the tools and pieces of iron, that our 
people might difpofe of them judicioufly. 

Frefh gales from the N. E. and fair weather. — ^The Wedncf- 
^)rovifions were overhauled, to dry and air them. ^^ ^^* 
The joUy-boat, that had followed the King to Pelewy 
returned with the paint he had promifed, confiding 
of red and yellow ochre*, ofwhichhcfent a quanti- 
ty fufficient to colour jthe veffel three or four times ; 
he charged the men who brought it to be particular- 
ly careful to keep the bafkets in which the colours 
were packed from being wet, and defired them to ac-^- 
quaint the Captain, that when he came up to go 
againft Felelew Cthe place to which he was direfting ^ 

his expedition^ he would bring men with him to paint 
the veffel. — ^In the afternoon there were hard fqualls 
of wind from the northward, with heavy rain. — ^The 
jolly-boat, in the evening, returning from the water- 
ing-place, was followed by two canoes to the mouth 

• Thcfe were the only natural colours they had, though they 
occafionally aj^lied black and white in fome of their ornaments^ 
the former made from burat cocoa-nut (hells, the latter from 
burnt conl. 

P of 
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1783- of the harbour. — ^It was thought, by their not cook 
' ing in, that they were people from Pelekw. 

Tuefday The caulkers this day finiflied caulking the bot- 
^3- torn of the veffel, and alfo completed the planking 
of the top fides, and in the evening banded water into 
her to try for leaks. 

Friday Next day all were bufied in eaulkinig her upper 
works, ahd fixing the fteps for the mads. The jolly- 
boat was difpatched to Pe/ew to fetch Mr. Devis and 
Tom Rofe ; Mrr Sbarp was fent down in her to vifit 
Raa Kooky and fee if he could be of further ufe to his 
arm ; and foon after his departure a canoe came in 
from the King, loaded with raw yams, having receiv- 
ed none after the firft ten days but what were fent 
ready drejl^ 

Saturday '^^ caulking of the outfide of the veffet was finifh- 
^^' ed this day, — ^The jolly-boat brought back the fur- 
geon ; the King and all his people at Pelew being 
Wonderfully pleafed at this mark of attention paid to 
their favourite the General. Mr. ^Sharpj on going, 
found Raa Kook much better ; one of the Pelew fur- 
geons had cut out the core of the boil, and the flelh 
about it% with one of the fame ordinary knives which 
had been applied to the foot of his fon. Mr. Sharp 
drefled the wound, and left him feveral other dref- 
fmgs, with neceffary direftions, and he foon got per- 
feftly well. 

When one confiders that thefe medical gentlemen 
at Pelew never purfued any other method but cutting 

out 
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but the part aflfeaed; and that till the prefent aera^ ^7^3' . 
when accident had thrown in their way a few two- 
penny knives, their operations were performed by 
fliells ground to an edge ; one muft wonder at the bold- . 
nefe of the praftice ; and, living ourfelves in countries 
where the anatomy of the huhian' frame and the art 
of furgery are fo well underftood and perfeftioned, 
aided too by fuch admiratble inftruments, one cannot 
avoid feeling for the corporal fufferings of thofe whom 
difeafe or accident fubjeded to be pradifed on by a 
Pelew furgeon* 

When the jolly-boat returned with Mr. Sharp and 
Tom Ro/e (Mr. Devis choofmg to remain till the King 
went againft PelelewJ it brought plenty of yams and 
fweetmeats, and alfo five young wild ducks juftfledg. 
ed, the only bird of the duck kind our people faw in 
thefe pditts.— Tom Rdfe informed the Captain, that 
what Abba Thulle wanted hini for, was to make more 
enquiries of him concerning the Englifh^ and to give 
him fome account of the different people they were 
at war with; 

This morning the veffers bottom was breamed • ^undajr 
the outfide caulking being completed, to the great 
joy of all.— They now filled up the trench under the 
veffel, and broke down the dam, which was a work 
of fome labour, as the bank had become as folid and 
firm as if formed by nature ; they alfo cleared and 
floated the pinnae. — While employed about this 
work, ten canoes were obferved coming into the har- 

P a bour ; 
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n^3' hour ; thefe came from the land to the fouthward ; 
* they were at firft thought to be from Pelelewy but 
afterwards difcovered to be ftrangers going to join 
Abba Thulle. — ^They gave our peopk fome yams of 
a different kind to any they had feen before, bemg 
of a ftraw colour, tinged with a giitty red. Thefe 
ftrangers were treated with (herbet, and carried round 
all the places where the works were going on ; Ihewn 
the veffel, and every thing that was judged might 
pleafe or entertain them. They viewed every objcft 
with that degree of furprize which might naturally 
be expefted j but by the little diffidence they expref- 
fed in coming on fhore, and from being lefs flruck 
with the colour of our people than the other natives 
of thefe regions had been before, it was fuppofed they 
had come with minds fully prepared to. meet with 
thofe objefts which their vifit to Oroohng difplayed 
to them. There was an old Rupack with them, who 
afterwards went into the Captain's tent, and amufed 
himfelf in counting the leaves of a book, that was ly- 
ing there ; which trying two or three times to do, 
after getting to fifty or fixty, he gave up the point, 
faying there were too many. They ftayed about two 
hours on fhore, and on going away the Captain pre- 
. fented the Rupack with fome pieces of iron. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVII. j^gj, 

Oftober. 

fhe King comes for the ten Men who were to go with 
him again/i Pelelew. — A great Storm at Oroolong. 
^^--Intelligence arrives that the Expedition to Pelelew 
had ended peaceably. "^The Englifli return^ and give 
an Account of the Manner of its Progrefs and Ter* 
mination. — Rejoicings on the Occajion at Pelew.^ 
The King notifies an intended vifit to the Englilh 
before their Departure f 



T, 



HE morning was cloudy, with light winds from Monday 
the northward ; the boats employed in getting fome 
more ft ores from the fhip. In the afternoon a great 
number of canoes came from Pelew^ they were 
mod of them from the iflands to the northward ; 
in one of thefe Mr. Devis returned j he brought 
intelligence that almoft every ifland in alliance with 
Mba Thulle had fent fome forces, and that he really 
thought there were upwards of three hundred ca- 
noes aflembled at Pelew to go on this expedition ; 
that when they left that place they feparated in three 
divifions, making a very fine appearance ; that two 
of them went towards Pelelew ; and the third divi- 
Con, in which was the King and Raa Kook^ were 
coming to Oroolong for the Englijh ; that he had de- 
clined accompanying the King, in order to have 

an 
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1783- an opportunity of viewing the fleet. About fouf 
' o'clock in the afternoon the King and Raa Kook 
arrived, and the pinnace (that had undergone re- [ 
pair) having juft before returned from the wreck, 1 
the following men made themfelves ready to go, \ 
viz. Thonias Wil/on, Nicholas Tyackcj Madan Blan- 
chard^ James Swift^ Thomas Whitfield, John Duncan^ \ 
Thovias Dulton, William Steward, William Roberts, \ 
and Mr. M. Wilfon ; before night they were all em- \ 
barked and out of the harbour, the Englijb giving 
them three cheers at their putting off from the fliore^ 
which was returned by the whole fleet ; our people i 
devoutly wifliing this expedition might be the laft. | 
— In the night the weather became pvercaft, and 
Tucfday there was fome rain j which before Tnorning became 
very heavy, accompanied with flrong gales of wind ! 
and fqualls, which carried away all the awnings ^ 
that were laid over the veffel, though the dock-yard 
Wednef- was in a manner flieltered by the hills. Nor was | 
' ^^ ^^' the next day more favourable, the morning being 
cloudy, with a frefli gale of wind from the northward, 
and frequent Ihowers ; in the afternoon they alfo 
had hard fqualls^ accompanied with thunder, ligto- 
ning, .and rain ; towards evening the lightning to 
the eaftward was flroag, with difl^ant thunder. After 
the bad clofe of day, the night wa5 rendered truly 
tremendous by the dreadful conflift of the agitated 
^lements. Situated as the Englijh were under the 

ftelter 
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flielter of protefting hills, they apprehended all ^1^* 
their tents would have been blown down; and 
much feared their veflel might be ftiook off its 
blocks ; much difquietude was alfo felt for the fafety 
of their abfent countrymen: which all together ren- 
dered the night extremely uncomfortable. TheThurfday 
morning was however dry though cloudy, with a frefli •^ * 
breeze from the 8. E. ; in the afternoon a fmall ca- 
noe, with two men and a boy, came to the watering-- 
place, feeming to be looking about for the canoes, 
but not finding them, they paddled up to the wind- 
ward part of the ifland, then fct their fail and flood 
over towards Peklsw. About midnight, the weather 
being fine, a canoe was feen coming towards the 
harbour, which being hailed by the guard, the peo*. 
pie in it calling out the word Engleesj it was permit- 
ted to enter the cove ; in her was the Rupack named 
Arra Zook, Mr. Sharp^s Sucalic^ or friend, whom 
the reader will recoiled: treated that gentleman and 
Captain Wilfm with fo much hofpitality when they 
went to fee his fick child ; his arrival awakened all 
the Englijhj and brought them together, anxious to 
hear fome account of their friends. This Chief gave 
them to underftand, that there had been no engage- . 
Hient a^ Feklew ; the inhabitants, on the King's . 
approach, laid down their fpears, and came and 
fiipplicated Abba Thulky for peace, prefenting him 
with beads, and delivering up to him two men who 

bad 
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1783- had belonged to the Malay wreck.— r-^rr^ Zooivnf; 
welcomed with every teftimony of gratitude, both 
in remembrance of bis former kindiiefs, as alfp for 
his prefent good news. 
Friday Soon after day-light anpther canoe arrived, which 
3 ^ • brought information that the fleet was returning from 
the expedition. About ten o'clock in the forenoon 
two more came into the harbour, in one of which 
was John Duncan^ who gave the following account 
of this expedition againft Pelelew^ which account 
was fully confirmed by the others who had been 
with him, at their return. — ^In the evening that they 
left On?oA?wf (which was the 27th) they got to the 
, fmall ifland to the fouthward of that place ; hauled 
up their canoes, and laid under fome rocks all m'ght. 
—In the mornipg, at day-break, they went to an 
ifland four or five leagues further to the fouthward, 
which was uninhabited, and lay about four or 
five miles diflant from Pelelew ; here they built 
huts, or wigwam§5 and encamped, the weather 
being very bad ; when it became a little more 
moderate, a party of the Pelew people went to 
another ifland, not far difl:ant from the firft, which 
belonged to Pelelew^ 2^nd deftroyed the plantations 
of yams, burnt the houfes, and cut down the cocoa- 
nut trees, of which there was a great number. The 
inhabitants had quitted the ifland before the people 
of Pelew landed. Only two of the Englijh were 
fent on this party j who having demoliflied as much 

as 
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^ they could, returned to the encampment before J^^^ 
fun-fet, — ^Tbe next morning the weather ^iras very 
bad, but the afternoon being moder^ite, a party was 
fent to the fame ifland again, to deftroy whatever 
might have efcaped the ravage of the preceding day ; 
three of che Englijh went on this fervice.^ — In the 
evening all the party returned, as before, to the 
camp. — I'he fecond morning two Rupacks came 
from Pelelew to the camp, and foon after returned 
back, accompanied by .the linguifts; who in the 
evening rejoined the King's forces, attended by three 
of the Pelelew Chiefs.-:— A council was held by the 
King foon after their arrival j and the fucceeding 
morning Arra Kooker went to Pelefew, and conclud- 
ed the peace.-T-After his return, which was early in 
the forenoon, the King fent to the Englijh^ to ac^ 
quaint them that peace was made with the Pelelew 
people, and defired to know if they wiflied to fee 
the town, in which cafe his brother, Arra Kooker^ 
would accompany them ; himfelf and Raa Kook not 
meaning to go on (hore. This meffage a little fur*- 
prized the Englijh^ until it was explained to them 
by the linguift ; who informed them, that ho Riu 
pack of higher rank than Arra Kooker could, in the 
prefent fituation of the Pelelew people, go thither ; 
as it would be too great an honour and condefcen- 
fion in the King, either to go himfelf, or fend the 
perfon next in rank to him, — ^This being explained, 
the Englijh accepted the King's offer to vifit Pelelew^ 

but 
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J^^3' but agreed amojigft thcmfelves to take their armi, 
and keep together when on fhore, left any mifunder^ 
, ftandmg taking place (as the peace was but juft 
made") they might be furprized. They were accom- 
panied by a great number of the Pelew people, and 
received in a very friendly manner by the inhabit 
tants, who entertained them according to the cuftotn 
of the country, with the ufual refrelhments- They 
reported, that the town was defended by a ftone 
wall thrown up acrols the caufeway which leads up 
to it ; that this wall was ten or twelve feet high, with 
a foot-bank of ftone raifed behind, upon which they 
could ftand and throw fpears at their enemies. That 
the watpr near the town was fo very fhallow, that 
canoes^ould' only go in at high-water. This cir* 
Gumftance, of the difficulty of accefs, might be a 
reafon why they faw fo few canoes belonging to 
Peleiefiv^ though it appeared to be a populous ifland ; 
^nd their, manner of fortifying the entrance of their 
town by a ftrong and high wall, afforded juft reafon 
to . apprehend, that whenever they were at war with 
the neighbouring iflands, they confided more in their 
internal ftrength than in their naval force.— ^After 
the pacification had taken place, and Abba Thulle^s 
party had fliared the hpfpitality of that enemy they 
had armed thepifelves tp combat, they returned to 
Peleu\ The King of Pelelew accompanying his bro^ 
ther King, though in one of his own canoes, car-^ 

rying 
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I7ing ten women in his train ; whether this was a q^^^ 
mark of humiliation fliewn to Abba T/mlkj or a 
public teftimony of friendfhip and confidence being 
re-eftabliftied between them, our people could not 
underftand ; but certain it was, that all the women 
did not return again to PeleUw with their King, a$ 
two of them came forwards to Oroolong with jibba 
Tbulle^ but whether they remained on a vlfit, or as 
hoftages, they were not certain*-— The two Malays 
were unqueftionably given up to the King ; and it 
is not improbable but that he might have been inftir 
gated by Soogle^ the Malay favourite, to demaiid his 
^o countrymen, and that the King of Pelelew re- 
fufing to give them iip, might increafe whatever 
mifunderftanding fubfifted before, and fo excite the 
Pelew people to go on this hoftile expedition, in 
which they appear to have exercifed a rancour un- 
difcovered in their other .contentions; which the 
King of Pelelew^ by his well-timed fubmiffion to 
terms, happily faved his people from more fuHy ex- 
periencing. — Before noon, Raa Kook came to Oroo^ 
long with a number of canoes, bringing with him all 
our countrymen ; who commended much the plea- 
fantnefs of the ifland oi Pelelew ^ faid it appeared fer- 
tile, the land more level than hilly, and thj^t the 
houfes were rather larger and better byilt than thofe 
at Pelewy having abundance of cocoa-nut and other 
^rees about them. 'Fhe inhabitants feemed to be 

cour-i 
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oa^b ^^^^^o^Sj friendly, and well-difpofed ; and fhewed 
particular attention to the Englijh^ although they 
had come there as a formidable ally to their enemy^ 
Abba Thulky accompanied by the Pelelew King, 
went immediately to his own ifland, whiqh the Eng-^ 
HJh now, for the firft time, learnt, was called Coa^ 
ro&raa^ P^lew being only the capital, or refidence 
t& the King. — Captain Wilfon^ converfing with Raa 
K^ok on the fubjeft of the late expedition, enquired 
where all the fleet of canoes came from that had at^ 
tended the King ^t this time ; the General, in an^ 
fwer, enumerated the places jn the following order, 
beginning at the northward ; Emungs^ Aramcdorgooj 
Emilleguey Arraguy^ Coorooraa^ Caragaba, Pethoullj 
the fmall ifland fo often n^entioned, and whofe name 
was not till now known, and Orodlong, or Englifh-^ 
i7/^w^j Ifland. Raa Kook feemed very defirous to be 
at Pelewy and made this vifit the fliortefl: he had 
ever favoured the Englijh with, leaving them imme- 
diately after dinner, and all the canoes going with 
him. He defired the Captain to fend his boat for 
fome moloffes and torches, of which they were in 
want, our people being defirous of referving their 
fugar-candy and candles for the voyage. 

In the evening, the jolly boat was got ready, and 
Mr* Sharp, with four of the men, went to Pelew, to 
congratulate the King on his eftablifliing peace, and 

to 
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to bring the things promlfed by Raa Kook.^-^Tht 1783, 
morning being fair, and the deck laid, they began Sa^rday 
to caulk it ; when a difficulty arofe with what they '• 
were to pay it, having neither pitch , rofin^ or dam^ 
mer : and here Providence direOied them to a re- 
fource in the produce of the ifland ; for, confulting 
together how to fupply this want, putty was propot 
cd J but they having no chalk to make it, fome of 
them recollected that the feams of veflels in Indla^ 
and efpecially iri China^ were payed with Chinam ; 
the Chinefe were immediately called, and queftioned 
about the mode of preparing it ; whichj after the 
bell information they could colled, they endeavour- 
ed to imitate in the following manner :--They took 
thecoral-ftone, and making a large pile or kiln with 
it, and the branches of trees they had cut down,, 
they burnt it well into lime ; which being pounded 
fine, was fifted through bunting, after which it was 
mixed with fuch greafe as had been faved 5 and dii« 
made a molt excellent putty. 

The weather being cloudy, with light northerly Stindajr 
breezes, all our people were employed about the 
veffel, when their attention was fomewhat taken off 
by two canoes coming into the harbour to fifh for 
bait ; their method of doing it ftriking all our fea* 
men as uncommon, may, without impropriety, be 
mentioned : — ^The boatmen look about for a flioal 
of that fort of filh which they bait with, which is 

not 
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^1^3* not much unlike our fprat ; thefe they drive intd 
* fhallow water, and having covered their canoes and 
outriggers with matting, they then make a great 
ihouting and noife, fplafliing the water with their 
paddles on each fide the ftioal, which fo frightens 
the fifh, that they fpring out of the water, and num- 
bers of them falling upon the matting, are immedi- 
ately fecured in the ends of the canoes, which aro 
left open to receive them. 

Mr. Sharp returned in the evening from Pe/eWj 
whilft our people were at prayers, bringing with him 
the things promifed by Raa Kook, together with a 
large quantity of the fweetmeats called WooUIl*^ 
He reported that there was great rejoicing at Pelew ; 
that the Rupack of Peklcw was ftill there, though 
probably not much difpofed to enjoy the feftivity 
his fubmiflion had given birth to. — ^The feafting 
was much in the fame manner as what on other 
occafions has already been defcribed j diftinguiflied 
only by a fong, apparently compofed fince our peo- 
ple have been at Pelewj and in which the greater 
part of the natives always joined. Though Mr. 
Sharp could not underftand the whole fenfe of it, 
yet he readily comprehended that the Englijh were 
the fubjeft, by the frequent repetition of the words 

* This is the fweetmeat which the failors called choak-dog^ and 
which now their ftomachs found pretty good, however contemp- 
luoufly they had thought of it at firft. 
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Ehglees^^Weel a Trecoy-^^nA Tom Rofe.-^This man «78> 

. , Novembu 

going with the Englijh upon every expedition, as 

interpreter, and pofleffing a great fund of plea- 
fantry and humour, hit the fancy of all the native?, 
with whom he became a wonderful favourite. — So 
fmgular were the talents of this truly faithful fellow, 
that wherever he went he made himfelf not only 
ufeful, but beloved ; and, from his great utility to • 
Captain Wilfon in his voyage, well merited the re- 
commendation that had been given him at Macoa. 
— ^The furgeon further reported the King of PeUlew 
to be a man much advanced in years, of a rough 
inanner and appearance ; his hair was grey, and his 
beard tapering to a narrow point, in the manner 
the Jews frequently wear thtirs. He was Melgothd^ 
or tatooed, quite up to the navel ; the Pelew peo- 
ple only tatooing up to the middle of their thighs, 
as already noticed. 

It was not in the power of our people to obtain 
any account, which could be depended on, of the 
number of this chain of iflands ; nor could any 
eminences they ever afcended, allow them to fee 
the extent of them, either to the northward or 
fouthward. — ^The new veffel being now in a ftate 
of great forwardnefs, and the time of their depar- 
ture drawing near. Captain Wilfon this evening 
expreffed to his officers and people a defire, be- 
fore they failed for China^ to endeavour to ex- 

plore 
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»783. plore thefe Hlands, upon, which Providence htA 
' thrown them, and that ten or twelve days might 
effeft the defign ; that they had a quantity of pro- 
vificm fufficient to authorize the attempt ; and that 
he would apply to the King for three or four canoes^ 
imxh men, to accompany thenl through the iflands, 
and to affift them in afcertaining their number, 
fituation, and extent.— That he did not mean to 
tnake a furvey of them ; but that it would be a 
great fatisfaftion, both td themfdvcs and their Eii>- 
ployers, to have a general account of thefe iflands, 
on which no European had ever been before ; as 
alfo to know whether there tras any aj^arent differ 
rence in the inhabitants^ their manners, or cuftoms, 
' — ^He was liftened to with a great deal of attention ; 
but the near profpeft before every man's eyes, of 
being liberated from a place whence, a fliort time 
before, hone had any juft hope of ever departing ; 
the fear of its proving a much longer bufinefs than 
apprehended ; the uncertainty of what difBculties 
they might meet with, fhduld they have hoftiiities 
to encounter, which was more than probable might 
be the cafe, from the inhabitants of fome of the re- 
mote iflands; thefe combined confidcrations pre- 
fented themfelves to moft of them as rifques not 
advifeable to be run, after the hardfhips they had 
already fuftained ; whicTi, added to the natural wi(h 
of every individual to return to his native country 

whilft 
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Hrhilft opportunity offered, they defired the Captain 1785- 
to give up all thoughts of fuch an attempt, and not 
to make any mention thereof to the King, left it 
might be the means of detaining them. And thus 
was ftifled the defire of all further inquiry, more 
efpecially when Mr. Sharp acquainted them, that he 
was eommiffibned by Abba Thulle to inform them, 
that he i^ould in about four days pay them a vifit, 
and ftay with them till their departure, and that he 
Would then paint their veffel. — ^This meffage awak- 
toed fufpidons in feVerstl minds of the King's 
defigns, which, becaufe they breathed on. every 
6ccafion fuch perfefl: good-will towards our people, 
Irere judged by many of them to be infincere, or 
treacherous } unwilling to give credit to human 
nature for the exercife of all the noble fentiments of 
liberality, uncontrouled, dr uncontaminated by art 
^r intereil. 



CHAPTER 
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1783- . CHAPTER XVIII. 

NoTcmb* 

Preparations made for the Completion of the Veffel^ and 
fecuring her being fafely launched. — Great Sufpici^ 
ons entertained on the Kin^s Meffage, which Captain. 

^ Wilfon endeavours to quiet. — Steps taken by our 
People to make Rejijiance^ in cafe their Departure 
fhould be impeded.^-^The Captain fends Mr* Sharp 
and Mr. M, Wilfon to Pelew, wit^j all the Tools 
and Iron they could f pare ^ with AJiirances of the 
refiy as foon as the Vejel was launched ; and to 
notify to the King that he purpofed to fail in fix or 
feven Days\*^They meet the King and his Retinue 
on their Way to Oroo\ong.^-^o back wit A him to 
the I/land of Pethoull, where they pafs the Night. 
•—Abba Thulle receives the Prefents gracioufly.*^ 
A great Supper of the King*s defcribed. — They all 
come next Day to Oroolong. — Madan Blanchard 
informs Captain Wilfon of a Refolution he had taken 
to remain behind with the Natives ; — after Argu- 
ments ufed in vain to diffuade him, he is propofed to 
the King to be left at Pelew, who^ pleafed with the 
Circumfiance^ takes him under his ProteSlion. 

1 HE weather being now fair and fettled, with 

on ay ^^^^^ ^^j^^ ^^ y^lnd, from the N. £• the carpenters 

.were employed in making the rudder, and Albert 

Pierfon 
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Piirfm the quarter-maftef, in making the mafts out 1783* 
of fome of the fmall fpars faved from the wreck ; 
fome bulled in caulking the deck, and others in 
painting the fides, which, in addition to the coat 
that the King's people intended to give her, would 
be fufEcient to keep out the weather. In the even* 
ing they held a confultation about the method of 
launching thdr veflel, which they had now nearly 
completed, when it was agreed to lay ways, though, 
it had been propofed by fome to do it by large 
rollers, as they fometimes launch cutters. — ^This 
was a matter of ferious^moment, for had any accident 
happened to the veffel during this operation, their tools 
being nearly worn out,and theirformer refources from 
Ae wreck at an end, their deftiny muft, in all human 
probability, have been to have paffed the remainder 
of their days, exiled from the reft of the world, in 
thcfe remote iflands. , 

This morning many hands went to work in cut- Tuefday 
ting down trees to make blocks, and launching ways, ^ 
others in giving the bottom of the veffel another 
coat of Chinam* Two canoes being feen near the 
harbour, before night, and neither of them coming 
in, was a circumftance which contributed not a 
little to increafe the fufpicions entertained by our 
people, thefe canoes being conjeftured to be fpies 
watching their motions ; they having entertained an 
idea that the natives intended to prevent their, de- 
parture. At dark they went to a quarter watch, 
loaded the Xwivei and fix-pounder with grape-fhot, 
Q^a and 
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1783*. and kept a good look out to prevent furprize.— The 
* alarm our people felt^ was, that being near leav- 
Wcdncf.i^g ^b^ iflands, the natives (who had experi- 
^y 5* enced the great utility the Englijh were of to them) 
might endeavour to detain them, by attempting to 
feize their arms, and poflefs themfelves of their 
veffel. — It was in vain that Captain Wilfon flrove to 
remove thefe apprehenfions, by recalling to their 
remembrance the generofity the King and all his peo- 
ple had (hewn them^ on every occafion^ firice they 
had been thrown upon his territories \ that his 
behaviour had been always to them humane, unre- 
ferved, and unfufpicious ; that therefore there could 
be no room how to doubt the fincerity of a people, 
who had, in dl the time they had been under their 
protedion, never given them any real -caufe for mif- 
truft ; that it materially behoved them, in their pre- 
fent (ituation, not to let the natives fee they enter- 
tained any ; ths^ by doing otherwife they might put 
ideas into their minds, which, but for their own in- 
difct-e;tion, might never have occurred. Nor did^ 
he fail to fet before them the little avail of all ^e 
force of the Eriglijh^ if the natives were refolved 
. upon any fuch enterprizc as tbey fufpefted ; he re- 
prefented to them, that their ammunition muft be 
foon expended, in cafe of hoftilities ; that the natives 
could hinder their embarking, even if their veffel 
was launched } that it was in their power, without 
coming to extremities, to make them fubmit to any 

terms, 
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terms, by depriving them of the fpring of frefli 1785. 
w^er,^ fhould th^y chufe to come to the ifland iij 
any number. 

All thefe arguments were ineffe^ual to fubdue the 
general ^pprehenfioii, not more than two or three 
uniting in fentiment with the Captain j it was thercr 
fore concluded, after a long confultation on the mat* 
ter, that ev^y one fhould be ftridly on his guard ; 
that the fwivels and fix-poundcr fliould continue to 
b^ kept loaded with grape-fliotj the fmall arms reg^dy 
charged with ball, arid the c^rtouch-boxes filled with 
loaded cartridges ; but that every one fhould care* 
fully avoid all appearance of fufpicion, unlefs any 
Uncommon number of canoes fhould pour into the 
bay, or thofe who were in them appear armed with 
fpears, ar approach with any hoflile parade, in which 
cafe every method fhould be taken to defend them- 
felves ; and, as their numbers were inadequate to 
^efift fuch a multitude as might attack them, that 
they mufl then ufe their abilities in fmgling out the 
Chiefs, and by fuch a meafure throw confufion and 
difmay among the refl. 

As the faithful hiflonap of thefe tranf^dions, it is ' 
my duty to record every material occurrence; ^ 
though I mufl confefs th?^t my hand fhrinks from the , 
paper, whilft, impreffed with horror and pity, I am 
compelled to relate, that the lives firfl intended to be 
devoted were, thofe of the humane, liberal King, th<? 
RMmly a^d benevolent General, the facetious and in-^ 

. cffei;iflv^ 
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1 783* offenfive -^rr^ Kookcr. But, however this rcfolution 
may Ihock the reader, yet he will candidly afaibe this 
daring conception, not to a want of that generofity 
which is one of the charaderiftics of my country, 
men, nor to a forgetfulnefs of the bonds of hofpita- 
lity ; but to its real caufe, the weaknefs of human 
nature, operating on two confliding paffions, the 
hope of immediate delivery, and the dread of per* 
petuai detention ; the agitated mind.faw no alterna- 
tive, and in its perturbation threw down the barrier 
of every nice fentiment. 

After the defpcrate refolution juft recorded to have 
been taken, it is with particular fatisfaftion that I 
refume my pen, wd have it in my power to inform 
the reader, that this fren?:y of the. Engli/hj fuggefted 
by anxiety and defpair, was but of fhort duration ; 
the cool refleftions of the night weakened their ap^ 
{)rehenfions, by convincing them fo fully of the force 
of the Captain's arguments, that with the morning, 
Thurfday their wonted good- will towards the natives returned, 
^* infomuch, th^t after breakfaft he found no diiEcuIty 
in getting the pinnace maimed to go to Pel€w with 
all the iron and tools they could fpare, having made 
the King fuch apromife, whenever their veffel Ihould 
be completed, Mr. Sharp and Mr, M. Wilfon went 
down in the boat, with orders to inform the Kmg, 
that the Englijh would be ready to fail in fix or feven 
days ; that the remainder of th? tools, and the muf- 
quets which he wifhed to have, fliould be given him, 

but 



THE PELEW .ISLANDS- 217 

but that they could not be parted with till fuch time 1783. 
as the veflel was launched ; thefe gentlemen had alfo 
orders to fay, that the Engli/h wiflied to fee the King 
and his Chiefs before their departure, that they might 
make them their perfonal acknowledgments, and 
afiure them, that when they returned to their own 
country, they would publicly declare the kind fer- 
vices and protedion they had received from them. 
This was conveyed in the form of a letter, which 
Mr. SAarp was direded to read to the King in the 
prefence of the two linguifts, who were to explain 
it to him, as coming immediately from the Captain. 
While Mr. Sbarp and Mr. Af. Wil/oriy togethei: 
with Tom Rofe^ the interpreter, were receiving the 
above inftrudions, Madan Blanchard^ one of the 
feamen, came into the tent for fome tools that he 
wanted, and hearing the Captain explaining his let- 
ter to Tom Rofe^ defired him alfo to tell the King, 
that when his countrymen went away, he intended 
to ftay behind, and remain with him at Felew ; Cap- 
■tain Wilfon defired him not to fend any fuch idle 
meffage, and to go about his bufinefs, and forbad 
Tom Rofe to deliver it ; upon whjph Blanchard very 
ferioufly defired it might be delivered, affuring the 
Captain, that it was Jiis fettled determination to re* 
main at Pelew^ if the King would permit him. 
Finding he had taken up fuch a ftrange refolution, 
the Captain endeavoured all in his power to diffuade 
him from it, letting before him the many difficulties 

and 
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^7^$. and difad vantages he would have to combat^ wbed 
^^"° his friends and companions were gone, particularly 
as he had no trade, like that of a carpenter or a imith, 
by which he might make hhnfelf of ufe and confe* 
quence to the natives* The Captain, perceiving all 
his arguments inefFeftual, defired his men would try 
to divert him from fd Angular an intention } in which 
if he ftill perfifted, the Captain might know how to 
aft when the King fhould come next to Oroolong* — 
The pinnace was difpatched about ten o'clock^ with 
^orders to take no notice of Blanchard^s meflage to 
the King, but to leave that to be mentioned aftei?- 
wards, (hpuld there be occafion, when he and his 
Chiefs came up to Oroelong. — Sqpn after the pinnace 
failed, the weather became fqvally, accompanied 
with hard rain, which continued mpft part of the 
day ; this however did not entirely hinder the work, 
thqy being epiployed in ft^ng the pumps and laying 
the ways preparatory to launching their veflfel.— la 
the evening, aft^r the people had left off work, fome 
of them acquainted the Captain, that they had en- 
deavoured, ^ough in vain, to perfuade Blanchard to 
alter his refolutipn ; as he was determined tp fpeak to 
the King himfelf, the firft opportunity, about it, find- 
ing his meffage had not been fcnt \ therefpre, tq ayoid 
any difp\ite with him,^ or mifund^rftjmding with the 
'King, it wp judged beft to l^t him follow his own 
inclination ; and, in order to engage the natives as 
jnwch ^ poffible in his intereft, as well a$ to xnake a 

pierit 
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pxait of wbat dould not be avoided, it was deters ^^n«3- 
mined to make it appear as a favour to the King, 
the letting one of the Englijh remain behind with 
him.— There was fomething in thefe people, or the 
manners of the country, which had fo forcibly work- 
ed on Blanchard*^ imagination, the firft time he went 
with them to fight againft Ariingall^ that on his re^ 
turn, while in the canoes, he declared to his com.- 
panions that he would moft willingly partake of all 
their labour, would lend them every afliftance in his 
power towards building and fitting out their new 
vefTel ; but that when they departed he would re- 
main behind, and end his days among the natives of 
Peleiv. — ^This was at the time looked on as a jeft ; 
but he never varied from thefe fentiments, and now 
J)roved his refolution was unalterable. 

About eleven o*clock in the forenoon of this day Friday 7. 
the pinnace returned, bringing the King, his young 
fevourite daughter, Raa Kooky and feveral of the 
Chiefs, in her. Our people gave the following ac^ 
count of the commiffion they were charged with : — . 
In their paflage to Pelew^ the preceding day, they 
faw a confiderable number of canoes, which went in 
fliorc tQ avoid the bad weather ; on coming nearly 
ftbreail of them, one appeared to be making tbwards 
the pinnace, which thereupon flood to meet it ; in 
this was the Chi^ Miniji^rj who gave thofe in the 
pinnace fome cocoa-nuts and boiled yams ; he in- 
formed our peopte that the King bad flieltered himfelf 

from 
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17^3- from the weather under the fhore, beinfr on his war 
to Orotdong. After tsdung ibme of the refreshments 
offered, the pmnace went to the King, who was ia 
his canoe, furrounded by feveral Rupofisl The 
pinnace being brought alongfide die King, Mr. 
Sharp read the letter, which Tom Rofe esq^ained to 
Soogle the Hnguift, who communicated its purport 
to Abba^ Thulle. The intention of this vifit being 
made known, and the tools and iron fliewn to the 
Xing, he defired they might remain in the pinnace $ 
when, after entering into fome converfation with 
his Chiefs, he acquainted the jgentlem^i that he 
would return to the fmall ifland of Pethoullj inviting 
the Englijh to accompany him in the pinnace, smd 
that the next morning he would attend them to Oroth 
long. As they were returning to the ifland, they met 
Raa Kook in a large canoe, with the wives belonging 
to the Rupacks^ whom he was conducing to Oroolong 
to fee the laimching of the Englijh veffel ; the ladies 
feemed much difeppointed at being obliged to re* 
turn, and on finding their jaunt was put off till the 
next day ; they, in confequence, joined the King.-—' 
On landing at Pethotdl^ they were all condufted to a 
large houfq by the water-fide, where being feated, the 
prefents were brought and laid before the King, when 
the ufe of the tools, and the method of wording with 
them, were fhewn to him, and his Chiefs, with which 
they appeared very much pleafed ; and a converfa- 
tion took place between the King and them, but 

parti- 
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particularly with Raa Kook ; towards the cloTc of 178.^- 

-which, the Malay^ Soogle^ remarked to them, tb^a 

the Englifli had fent no mufquets ; for thig imperti* 

nent obfcrvation he received a fevere rebuke from 

the General, who, with a look, and in a tone which 

teftified great indignation, replied, /A^ Englifli had 

faithfully kept their word^ in fending the things ihey 

hadfent, and in acquainting them of the time of their 

departure ; that they had not fpoken with two tongues, 

as he^ 'worthlefs Malay ! had dared tofuggefi ; and 

that he had brought Jhame upon them all^ by his advif 

ing the King to fend only boiled yams to the Englifli, 

teji^ in fending them raw, they Jhould thereby Jioek 

ihemfelves^ and leave the iftands without notice^ or ivitb^ 

9ut prefenting them thofe things they had promifed.-^ 

This pointed rebuke of Raa Kook affefted the King 

and Chiefs very much, who by their looks teftified 

their difpleafure at the Malay ^ ia fuch a manner, 

that he thought it prudent to retire ; after which 

the company recovered their good-humour, and 

Abba Thulle diftributed fome of the tools and iron 

among the Rupacks^ every one having fomething 

given him. Supper was then brought in, and plac-. 

ed on fl:ools in the middle of the houfe ; abundance 

was alfo fet out before the houfe, and difliributed to 

the King's attendants,— The company were ferved 

with fea craw-fifli, together with fome other fifli, 

brought in, and divided by the butlers, who cut it 

in pieces with a kj(ufe made of a fplit bamboo (with 

which 
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1783. which they carve as handily a$ we do with owl 
' Jmives') and ferved up to the King's company* No- 
body offered to touch a morfel till Jbba Tfjmlh ^gaflf 
and gave the word Munga ; when the Rvpacis an^ 
the company followed his example, and notice waf 
given to the people without that the King was a$ 
fuppef, which was their fignal tp begin. It now 
growing dMlJdfli, the torches were lighted^ and plac- 
ed between the boards, or cracks in the floor, 
rows^ one before each family, or fep;u^te mefs> 
(at behind th^ lights, which were ranged in 
^nes lengthways pf the hoiife ; fo that the c< 
part, from on^ end of the building to the pth^^i 
kept dear an4 lighted, which^ bad a very pic; 
effeft, none fitting fac? to face i^ their pwn part^ 
A little fpac^ was preferved between one Chief and 
another, each Chief keeping with.his dill ind family. 
As to our people, they, as flrangers, were welqomc 
to all ; they alternately fat with the King, with 
Kook^ and with the other Rupacks. When the 
was portioned out, each family's ftiare was laid 
a plantain-leaf ; and this leaf, in general, ferved th 
as a plate, though on occaiions ot a pai ocular 
mony, when, at home, the great people have fr 

- Ajj,/^ plates or diflies of tortoife-fhell, and alip pthers m; 

JF^Jir I. of wood and earthen ware» 

Having indulged an hour's cpnverfation after fup» 
per, each party cleared aw^y the litter of the meal^ 
by fweeping it down between the boards of the floor } 

the 
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die attendants then of *€ach femily brought in to i^^l- 
their refpedive makers their mats, iXrhicb they 
always carry with them in their canoes whenever they 
are to fleep from home ; they are made thin and 
light, laying one under and another over them : the 
King fent mats for the Englijh ; ^nd every one's bed 
being quickly made, they all laid themfelves down> 
the torches were extinguiflied, a total filence prevail* 
cd, and every individual compofed himfelf to reft ; a 
fire being firft lighted to keep off the mofquitos. 

Between the hours of two and three, a meifengef 
from anjfland to the northward arriving, the King 
was thereupon awakened by one of his attendants, 
who brought in a lighted torch ; he inftantly arofe^ 
and ordered the meffenger to be introduced ; after 
holding feme converfation*with him, the King deli- 
vered to him a piece of cord, on which he had tied 
as many knpts as there would be days before our peo* 
pie purpofed to fail ; this they were afterwards ac- 
quainted with, and alfo informed the above meffage 
was occafipned by a defire which fome of the nor- 
thern Chiefs, who were the friends of Abba Thulle^ 
felt to know the time when the Englijh intended to 
depart — ^not to gratify idle curiofity, not to increafc 
the unjuft and ungenerous apprehenfions entertained 
by our people of the natives of thefe unknown regi- 
ons ; but to throw in, towards their fea-ftore, what- 
ever their country produced, which thefe benevolent 
4)^i]idren of nature thought might be of ufe, or ac- 
ceptable 
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tyS}- teptable to the dq>aitiiig ilrangers^ and to thofe 
* ftrangers they might never more iec!— The meffenger 
bemg difpatched, the King'reth-ed again to his mat. 

Early in the morning Jbba Thulle and his Rupach 
vent to bathe, and returned to breakfafl:^ vihtn be 
prepared to proce^ to Oroolong.-^Mt. Sharp and Mr# 
Af. Wilfon invited the General to go with them inthd 
jnnnace, which he accepted^ ordering his canoes to 
attend the King.— When they had got about two or 
three miles from the iiland^ it began to blow frefli, fo 
that the canoes were obliged to make their way along 
the ihore for Ihelter j Raa Kook^ delighted to fee the 
pinnace fail fo well, and feel fo little the effeft of the 
bad weather, requefted his two friends to go in fhorc 
to the King, and aft him on board ; which they im- 
mediately complied with.— ^Wa Thulle^ with his 
young daughter, and the Chief Mintfttr^ came into 
the pinnace ; the wind ftill frelhening, they made great 
way^ the boat rolling much, going before the wind 
' and fea.— The King and his company exprefled great 
fatisfadi^pn in finding they fat there fo dry and com- 
fortable to what they could have done in a canoe, 
which is only fit for fmooth water ; our people per- 
ceiving he was fo pleafed with the pinnace, informed 
him, that the Captain intended to prefent him with 
that boat when they went away ; on which he defired 
his brother Raa Kook to be very particular in obferv- 
ing in what manner the fails were managed. 

They 
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They brought with them many things for pre- ^'7^3* 
fents; and icon after Abba TbuUe and the General^ 
agreeable to their promife, fet their people about 
painting the ^eflel, as alfo the mafts^ booms, bow* 
^rit, &c. — About three o'clock in the afternoon the 
veffel was lowered off the blocks down upon the 
ways ; but being too much over to one fide, was 
fwept with a rope, and a tackle got upon it, to boufe 
her over.— The King, attentive to all he faw, under« 
ftood what was doing, and fetching- a long pole, was 
going to apply it as a lever to heave her over, bat 
was requefted to defift, for fear of draining her; 
flie Was with eafe got fair upon the ways, and alt 
things made ready for launching in the momii^.-— 
Abba Thulle lat down near the veffel, talking with 
Raa Kook and the other Chiefs ; then calling to Tom 
Roje^ bade him inform the Captain, who was at fome 
diftance, that they wilhed to fpeak to him ; who 
being come, the King ordered the linguift to 
acquaint him, that they wiflied the veffel to have a 
fdew name, as they fuppofed it was then called by 
fome Englijb one, which they defired might be chang-^ 
cd to Oroolongy in remembrance of its having been 
built there ; the Captain affured them it (hould im- 
mediately be done — fent for his officers and people, 
and communicated to them the King's requeft ; they 
were pleafed with his idea, which the King perceiv- 
ing, expreffed himfelf greatly fatisfied. — Soon after- 
wards Abba ThulUy with his attendants, went over 

to 
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^783* tathe watering-place, and defifed Captain Wilfori to 
go with him ; when they arrived there, fome canoes 
were juft come in from fifhing, and he ordered what 
had been caught to be divided, and the beft portion 
to be given to the Englijh ; this feemed to be the pur- 
port of the invitation. But a bufinefs of more con* 
fi^^ttehce took place at this vifit : the third mate, the 
gimner, and fliip's fteward, came over, and informed 
the Captain, that Blanchard was coming himfelf to 
fpeak to the King concerning his intention of remain* 
ing at Pelew ; after a fhort confultation, it was agreed 
to abide by their former determination. Hie Captain^ 
uf confequence, talking with Abha Tbulle about their 
departiire, told him he would, in return for the hoft 
pitable kindnefs that both he and his people had 
fliewn them, leave one of his men with them, to take 
care of the guns and other things they intended to 
give him when they went away ; which appearing to 
the King as a tellimony of confidence and efteem, 
could not fail to be-very acceptable.— Evening coming 
' on, our people returned to the tents, having firft in- 
formed Blanchard that the matter he wifhed was fet- 
tled, and introduced him to their Pelew friends as 
the perfon whom they intended Ihould- remain wifh 
them. 

In the night the weather was exceedingly bad, 
blowing a hurricane, with fo much rain that no work 
could be done at low-water, toward getting ready for 
the launch in the moraing.— At day-light the wea- 
ther 
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ther was cloudy, with little wind : but from the very ^} lH\ 

^ f. . / Novemb. 

high wind in the night it was thought beft to defer Saturday 
launching the veffel, as it was* judged the next tide 
would not rife fufEciently high for that purpofe.— 
The King with his attendants (but unaccompanied 
by any women) came over land to the tents very 
early, and immediately fet his men to work to make 
good the places where the tempeft of the night had 
waflied away the paint. — Abha Thulle^ converfmg 
with the Captain, gave him to underftand, that they 
would have bad weather until the moon quartered, 
and, left he fhould not be fully explicit, he took up 
a lai-ge leaf, and with his fingers tore it till it became 
round, to figure the full moon, that being the then 
ftate of that planet ; which when he had Ihewn, he 
altered the rotundity into the form of a crefcent, in- 
timating by this, that the weather would continue 
unfettled, until that alteration took place in the 
moon's appearance : but, as the remaining fuch 
a length of time would have been very irk- 
fome to all, who now felt an increafed impatience 
to get away. Captain Wilfon afligned, as a reafon 
againft any longer delay, that by it, they might arrive 
in all probability, at China (whither he knew they 
were bound) after all the fliips of his country were 
failed for Europe^ which would detain them there till 
the fubfequent feafon. 

While painting the veflel this morning, the ftem 

Was particularly decorated by Rw Kooky under the 

R immediate 
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17^3? immediate direftion of the King; our people took 
notice that he made on each fide of the ftern two 
circles, one within another, in black and white, with, 
fome little zig-zag ornaments hanging from them j 
thefe were not the eflfeft of chance, but defign, as, 
during the time that the General was making them, 
the King was talking to him, and appeared to be 
giving direftions, not ferioufly, but in a pleafant and 
rather jocofe way. The painting being fihilhed, the 
General and Arra Kooker joined the King and the 
Captain, who was fitting with him ; after Ibme con- 
vcrfation, feveral balkets of old cocoa-nuts in a ftate 
of vegetation, and fome other feeds, were brought ; 
and the linguift acquainted the Captain that they 
were brought to Oroolong to be planted for the Englijh. 
— Raa Kook then defired Captain Wilfon would ac- 
company him and Arra Kooker^ and fhew them where 
he would like to have them planted, and that fome 
of our people, with tools, would affift them, by 
digging the holes ; which being done, the General 
and hi^ brother planted feveral cocoa-nut and other 
fruit-trees round the cove where the Englijh lived; 
and it was obferved, that in covering each nut, or 
feed with earth, they faid fomething gently to them- 
felves. When they had completed this work, they 
told the Captain thefe would be future fruits for him, 
and the 'EngUjh^ whenever they returned ; and that, 
fliould any inhabitants of the other ifiands ?icciden- 
tally come on fhore at Qroolovig^ and e^t thereof, they 

\vould 
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would thank (he Englijhior their refrefhment.— In 1783- 
the evening they tried to launch the veffel, but to 
their great difappointment could not move her, until 
the tide began to fall ; they therefore let every thing 
remain until the next tide, hoping in that time to 
difcover and remove the obftruftion. 

Blanchard having come over with the King in the 
morning, gave an account to bis comrades of his 
treatment after the Captain and his companions had 
left him ; the King, he faid, was very much pleafed 
in the thought of bis being to remain at Pelew^ and 
with his readinefs to ftay with them, and had pro* 
mifed to make him a Rupack^ and to give him two 
wives, together with a houfe and plantations ; afliir- 
ing him, that he v^ould do every thing to make him 
happy and contented, and that he fliould always be 
with himfelf or Raa KooL — Madan Blanchard was 
a man of a Angular charafter, about twenty years of 
age, of rather a grave turn of mind, at the fame time 
poffefling a confiderable degree of dry humour ; and 
what rendered the circumftance of his determination 
the more remarkable is, that it was well known he 
bad formed no particular attachment on the ifland. 
His good-tempered, inoffenfive behaviour during the 
voyage had gained him the regard of all hi;5 fhip- 
mates ; and, feeing the ex . ^ordinary refolution he 
had taken of remaining behind, every one was anxi- 
ous to intereft the natives in his favour. As he per- 
fcvered in his refolution to the laft^ every reader will 
R ^ naturally 
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J 7^5- naturally feel a wifli to learn fomewhat of thefubfe- 
* quern fortune of a man voluntarily cutting himfelf 
off from the reft of the world— dubious as the event 
may be, whether this knowledge may hereafter ever 
reach our ears; It is by no means improbable, if 
he has conduced himfelf wdl, that by this time he 
may have became a charader of confiderable confe- 
quence : courage he pofleffed in an eminent degree, 
a virtae held In high cftimation by the natives. 
Unfoftunately, his fituation in life having denied 
him any advantage of education, be was unable 
either to write or read, otberwife his memoirs, lincc 
the year 1783, well digefted, might, to all the in- 
veffrgators of fimple nature, be infinitely more inte- 
refting than thofe of half the minifters and flatef- 
men of Europe^ who have only bequeathed to poftc- 
rity a remembrance of all thofe dark counfels, fecret 
devices, and profligate intrigues, which diftuibed 
th« tranquillity of the age they lived in. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIX. ,^8^ 

Noveiiib. 



fThe Vejel fuccefsfully launched. — The greai Sathfac-^ 
iion expreffed by the Natives .on the Occqfion. — Our 
People give the King the Remainder of the Tools. -^-^ 
Captain VJ'iMonfintfor by thfi King to the Waterings, 
plac^^ whopropofes to make him a Rupack ofthejirjl 
Rank.-r^InveJis him with the highejl Order of the 
JBone..— ^^ Defcription of the Ceremony,. 

X HE night proving fine, every hand had fufGci* Sunday 9., 
ent employment in preparing things for launching 
the veffd j they fwept her with a lower-fliroud haw- 
fer, and carried an anchor axid hawfer a^head, and 
got a runner and tackle purchafe upon it; they 
likcwife got a poft with wedges fet againft the ftern- 
poll, and every thing ready before day-light. The 
tide ebbed extraordinary low this night, infomuch 
that fome of them walked dry to the flower-pot 
ifland, which had never been done at any other 
time before fince their coming to this place ; it was 
low-water rather before • two* o'clock this morning. 
At day-light they began to try their work, to fee if 
their preparations would anfwer their wifhes, and 
jot th^ veffel down about fix feet ; they then flopped 

till 
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^/7^3- till high-water, and fent to the Kinc;, who with ^U 
his attendants came over to be prefent at the launch. 
About feven- o'clock, our people happily got their 
veflel afloat, to the general joy of every fpedator, 
all appearing deeply interefted in the fuccefs of this 
event, — ^ITie Englijh gav# three loud huzzas at hei" 
going off, in which they were joined by the natives, 
whofe friendly hearts feemed on this occafion to 
feel a fatisfaftion little inferior to that of -our own 
people, which may be fuppofed to have been great 
indeed, — The Englijh fliook hands with each other, 
with a cordiality but feldom experienced j and the 
mutual look of congratulation, exchanged from 
eye to feye, conveyed to each other's feelings, wdth 
energy and ardour, thofe fentiments of tranfport 
which words would not with equal force have com- 
municated. The long-wi{hed-for moment of deli- 
verance was now almoft arrived j every one faw 
• • • • • • ^ 

again, in imagmation, thofe ftbjeSs of his affeftion, 

, from whoni, but a few weeks part, he thought he 

had been feparated for ever. And the part the 
inhabitants of Pelew appeared to take in the com- 
fort of the day, extinguiflied for the prefent every 
• alarni that had been unjuftly entertained. — Indeed 
the condud of the lattier now exhibited, in lovelieft 
colours, the triumph of native benevolence. — They 
faw thofe ftrangers ready to depart, from whofe aid 
they had benefited, and from whofe talents and 

art 
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art they had received a knowledge and infoTmation 17^3- 
which had never hitherto reached them ; they faw 
them exhilarated with the profped of, returning once 
more (after ail their dangers^ to their own country, 
vrhither they were bearing back thofe envied facul- 
ties which they might never witnefs again. And 
jet we behold thofe virtuous natives, glowing with 
Ae fpirit of true philanthropy, in the general tranC 
port forgetting theqifelves, and rejoiciwg with thofe 
that rqoiced ! 

The yeflel was immediately hauled into a dock 
that had b^n dug for her, and fafely moored, when 
all weat to breakfaft — ^the King and the Rupads 
with the Captain, the attendants with the people : 
this was indeed the happiell and moft comfortable 
meal they had paten fmce the lofs of the Antelope, 
When breakfaft was over, they got up (hears, and 
took in the mafts, the water^calks, and the two 
fix-pounders. They now made the King a prefeiit 
of all the other tools they could fpare ; and took 
up the ways, on. account of the n^ils, of which 
they were in want. The veflel having flopped two 
or three times in the launching, which had caufed 
them fome trouble, and more uneafinefs, in taking 
up the ways they perceived that it had been occafi- 
oned by a nail in the bottom not being drove home, 
the head of which had grooved the plank all the 
Jea^ of the ways*— r When jhe flood-ti^e came in 

the 
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1783- the afternoon, they hauled the veffel into thebafon^ 
whkh was a deep place of four or five fethom 
water, in the middle of the level fandy flat of the 
harbour, large enough to hold three veflTels of the 
fame magnitude^ where they could lie afloat at low 
water. In the night they got on board all their 
provifion, (lores, ammunition, and arms, except 
fuch as were intended to be given to Abba Thulle ; 

Monday and renewed their labour in the morning, taking on 
board their anchors, cables, and other neceflaries, 
making bitts, and fitting a rail acrofs the fl:em of 
the veflel. In the morning the King fent a meflage 
to Captain Wil/oriy defiring him to come to him at 
the watering-place ; and on his arrival acquainted 
him, that it was his intention to inveft: him with the 
order of the Bone^ and make him in form a Rupack 
of the firft rank. The Captain exprefled his ac- 
knowledgments for the honour he purpefed to con* 
fer on him, and the pleafure he felt at being admit- 
ed a Chief of Pelew. — ^The King, and all the Ru^ 
packs y then went ;and fat down under the fhade of 
fome large trees, and Captain Wilfon was defired to 
fit at a little diftance ; when Raa Kook receiving 
the Boniy prcfented it, as from his brother Abba 
Thulle^ and wanted to know which hand he ufed in 
common ; this the General wiflied to afcertain, by 
putting a fl:one in his hand, which he defired him 
ito throw at a diftance; finding it was the right 
hand he naturally ufed, he was again re^quefted to 

■fit 



THE PELfew ISLANDS. 235 

fit down, and the Bone was applied to his left hand ^,'7^3- 
to fee if it was large enough for his hand to flip 
through ; being not found fufEciently fo, it was 
rafped away, till judged to be wide enough, whea 
Raa Kooky the Chief Mint/ler^ and all the Rupacks^ 
proceeded to the inveftment, in the following man* 
ijer :— ^The General made a firing fafl to each of the 
fingers of the Captain's left hand, and then lubri- 
cating the hand with oil, the Chief Minijier placed 
himfclf behind the Captain, holding him faft by the 
fcoulders ; Raa Kook then paffed the different ftrings 
through the Bone^ and giving them to another Ru- 
pack, they endeavoured to draw his hand through ; 
Raa Kook at the fame time, with his own hand» 
comprefiing that bf the Captain into the fmalleft 
compafs he poflibly could, fo that the Botic might 
pafe over the joints. During this the moft profound 
filence was preferved, both by the Rupacks who 
affifted, and the people who attended as fpeflators, 
except by the King, who occafionally fuggefted in 
what manner they might facilitate the operation. 
The point being at laft obtained, and the hand fair- 
ly paffed through, the whole affembly expreffed great 
joy. 4bba Thulle then addrefling Captain Wilfon^ 
told him, that the Bonefhould be rubbed bright every 
day, and preferved as a tejiimony of the rank he held 
amongfi them ; that this mark of dignity mvji, on every 
9ccaJiony be defended valiantly, nor ftiffered to be torn 
from his arm but with the lofs of life. 

The 
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1783- The ceremony ended, all the Rufacks congratu- 
* I^ted Captain WUfon on his being one of their or- 
der ; and the inferior natives flocked round to look 
ajt the Bone^ and appeared highly pleafed to fee his. 
arm adorned with it, calling him Englees RupacL 

Thofe who may have been witnelTes of the con- 
ferring the more fplendid orders of diftinftion, be- 
(lowed by fovereigns of powerful and polifted king- 
doms, where the Gothic hall is decorated with wav- 
ing banners — where mitred prelates alTifl the cere- 
mony — ^where the pomp of regal (late impofes on 
the fenfe — and the blaze of fuperb ornaments, beam- 
ing from female beauty, gracing the ceremony, over- 
powers the fpeftator with a vafl dilplay of magnifi- 
cence — fuch may, with a fmile of contumely read 
the conceptions of thef? children of nature, or be 
difpofed to ridicule the fimplicity with \yhich the 
unadorned natives of Pelew hold a chapter of their 
higheil Order of the Bone. But it will be recol- 
lefted, that the obje6l and the end are every where 
the fame. — ^This mark of diftinftion is given and 
received in thofe regions as a reward of valour and 
fidelity, and held out as the prize of mer;t. — In 
this light fuch public honours were originally con- 
fidered, and (till ought to be fo, in every ftate from 
Pelew to Britain. — -And while they continue to be 
thus regarded, they will operate on the human paf- 
fion5, excite emulation, iiifpire courage, promote 

virtue 
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virtue, and challenge refpeft. — ^The decoration in* 1783. 
deed derives all its fplendor from the combined ideas 
of the mind whilft viewing it ; and" the imagination 
is equally impreffed with the fame fentiment, whe- 
ther the badge pf honour be a ftrip of velvet tied 
round the knee, a tuft of ribband and crofs dang-* 
ling. at the button-hgle, a ftar embroidered on th^ 
coat, or a Bone upon the arn^ 



CHAPTER 
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J783. CHAPTER XX. 

The good Condud of the Nativay not to difiurb or im- 
pede the Operations of our People. — The King in^ 
forms Captain Wilfon of his Intention to fend bis 
fecond Son^ Lee Boo, under his Care^ to England, 
— ^Raa Kook having alfo folicited Abba ThuUe*s 
Permi/Jion to accompany the Englift, is refufed by 
' bis Brother^ on ^uery prudential Motives^-^^A ftn^ 
gular Occurrence refpe£ling one of the King*s Ne» 
phews.-^Tbe Time of the Veffel's Departure noticed 
^"•-^nd^ preparatory to itj an Infcription^ cut on a 
Plate of Copper^ is fixed to a l^rg^ Tree^ to record 
the Lofs of the Antelope, 

Monday 1 N the evening the tents were all cleared, and every 
'^* thing carried on board from the 0I4 habitations at 
, the Cove. — Our people being much hindered by the 
natives wifhing to come on board the veffel to fee and 
admire her, it was obferved by Raa Kooky ai;4 jpen^ 
tioned by him to the King, who immediately gave 
direftions that none but the Chiefe fliould go, mi 
that the others fhould only paddle along-fide, and 
look at her from their canoes. When all the ftore« 
were on board, and the fails bent, the Captain in- 
vited Abba Thulle to accompany him in her round 
to the watering-place, which he declined^ and went 

with 
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with his attendants over land ; the invitation was »78j. 
however accepted by the General and Arra Kooker^ 
who were highly delighted at every manoeuvre; 
their canoes, with many others, full of the natives, 
attended them, ihouting, hallooing, and rejoicing, 
Raa Kook calling out continually to his people to ob- . 
ferve every motion and adion of the Englijh in con- 
ducing their veflel. They carried her to the weft 
fide of the ifland, and moored her in fix fathom wa- 
ter, abreaft of the well of frelh water. Captain WiU 
yjn then went on ihore to the King, accompanied by 
Raa Kook and Arra Kvoker^ who related to their bro- 
ther every circumftance they had noticed, defcribing 
particularly the man heaving the lead, and the man- 
ner of anchoring. — Some canoes, as ufual, had been 
out a fifhing, and caught a great quantity, of which 
they had made no diftribution, waiting for the -E/2^- 
lifb to come and fhare with them ; this friendly at- 
tention could not be accepted, as all our people were 
on board, and they had no convenience as yet made 
for a fire-place in their little veflel. The King then 
aiked the Captain to flay and eat fome of the fifli with 
him, which be complied with, the interpreter re- 
maining with him. 

Abba Thuile had, in his vifits to Oroolong^ been 
always a very attentive obferver of whatever he faw 
the Englijh were employed in, ftanding by them fre- 
quently whilft at work for a confiderable time^ and 
noticing every occurrence, — ^He had already, as will 

be 
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T7S5. be tecollefted, hinted an intention of fending two 
* of his people, to jE^-^^r:*!^, "itrhencver the veffel was 
ready to depart ; and this evening, after fupper, re- 
verting to what he had formerly mentioned, he ex- 
plained himfelf more fully on the fubjeft ; he told 
the Captain, that though his fubjefts looked up to 
him withrefpeft, and regarded him as not only fppe- 
rior in rank but in knowledge, yet, that after being 
with the Eriglijh^ and contemplating their ingenuity, 
he hsd often felt his own infignificance, in feeing the 
lowed man, whom the Captain had under his com* 
mand, exercife talents that he had ever been a (Iran- ' 
ger to ; he had therefore refolved to intruft his fe- 
Cond fbn, whofe name was Lee Boo, to Captain fT//- 
fon^s care, that he might have the advantage of im- 
proving himfelf by accompanying the £72^///&, and of 
learning many things, that might at his return great- 
ly benefit his own country. — He added, that one of 
the Ma/ays from Pelelew Ihould alfo go to attend on 
him.— He defcribed his fon as a young man of an 
amiable and gentle difpofition ; that he was fenfible, 
and of a mild temper, and fpoke much in his com- 
mendation ; faid he had fent for him from a diftant 
place, where he had been under the care of an old 
man ; that he was then at Pekzo^ taking leave of his 
friends, and would be with him at Oroohng the next 
morning ; Raa Kook alfo joined, with his brother 
Arra Kooker^ in giving the fame- good charafter of 
their nephew. 

Captain 
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Czptdin Wa/on replied, that he was exceedingly 1783. 
obliged and honoured by this Angular mark of his 
confidence and efteem ; that he Ihould have thought 
himfelf bound in gratitude to take care of any per- 
fon belonging to Pelew^ whom the King might fend ; 
but in this cafe, he wiflied to aflure him, that, he 
Ihould endeavour to merit the high truft repofed in 
him, by treating the young prince with the fame 
tendernefs and affeftion as his own fon.^— This an- 
fwer gave vifible fatisfaftioii ; and then the conver- 
fation changing, the King exprefTed a wifh that the 
veflel might go down to Pelew before her departure ; 
the reafon he affigned for making this requeft was, 
that many of the men had enjoyed various oppor- 
tunities, at Oroolong^ of feeing the veffel and her 
conftrudion ; but that this had not been the cafe 
with the aged, the women, and the children; that, 
if they went down to Pelew, thefe latter would then 
have the pleafure of gratifying their curiofity ; that 
the mothers would hereafter talk over to their chil- 
dren arid families the Angularity of the fight, recall 
the circumftance to their memories, and by. this 
means the name of the Englijh, and of their build- 
ing fuch a veflel on the ifland of Oroolong, would 
be preferved by his people, which was what he much 
'wifhed. — Captain Wilfon, who well knew the difpo- 
fition of his own people, and was in his mind fully 
perfuaded that their former fufpicions would revive, 
and induce them to doubt whether fome treachery 

was 
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>78s< was not Qoaceakd under this requeft ; fearing alfo, 
that the eagerads of the natives to come on board 
and view her interior, as well as her exterior fonn> 
might caufe confufion and delay, oppofed the King's 
propofal, by fuggefting fuch well- conceived objec* 
tions to it, thait be acquiefced, and nothing more 
was ever faid on the fubjedt. 

It may not be improper in this place to notice, that 
from the time Raa Kook was bufied with the King 
in painting the veflel, it was obferved, that there was 
a penfive gloom about him, which they had never 
before feen cloud his countenance, naturally open 
and cheerful.— ITie Captain found it had been oc- 
cafioned by a difappointment he had met with. — ^His 
great attachment to the Englijh had induced him to 
aflc his brother's permiffion to accompany them to 
England^ to which the King had refufed his confent } 
afligning the neceffity he was under to obje£l to it, 
from the circumftance of his being the next heir, 
and the inconvenience that would arife in cafe of his 
own ^leath when he (hould be abfent ; the fucceffion 
of the fovereignty of Pelew firft devolving to the 
brothers of the King, in fuccefllon, and after their 
deaths reverting to the eldefl fon of the firft branch^ 
of the family ; the fecond fon becoming, of courfe, 
hereditary General of the forces. And though the 
good underftanding which Raa Kook poffeffed, Slew- 
ed him the impropriety of what he had defired, 
ai^d the prudent ground of his brother's refufal,' yet 

it 
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it was evident it had much depreffed him; indeed, 1 783* 
the very ftroiig- partiality he had from the firft tefti- 
fied for our countrymen, the pleafure he always 
fcemed to enjoy in their fociety, and the intereft he 
certainly felt in their welfare, would naturally touch 
his fenfibility, m^e him fee with regret the fails of 
his departing friends unfurled, and accelerate the 
pang of a farewel look ! 

At day-light every body was bufied, in filling wa- Tucfday 
ter, bending the fails, completing the fire place, and 
getting the veffel ready for fea. 

Early this forenoon a circumftance arofe of a na- 
ture too Angular to be omitted, — ^There was a young 
man frequently with our people, who had taken a 
pleafure to affimilate himfelf to all their ways and 
manners, and who now applied to Captain Wilfon^ 
to folicit him to take him in his veffel to England -y 
he was anfwered by the Captain, that it would be . 
irapoflible to do it without the direftion and confent 
of the King, who had already fpoken to him of tak- 
ing his fon and another man ; but, that as he wifhed 
it, he would fpcak to the King, and know his plea- 
fure.^ — The young man above alluded to, was the . 
King's nephew, and fon of that brother who had 
been killed at Artingall^ and whofe death had occa- 
fioned the war which had fo lately been terminated 
between his uncle and thofe people. — Captain Wilfon 
accordingly mentioned the affair to the King, who 
appeared much difplcafed at the application ; faid 

S his 
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1785. his nephew was a bad man, and negleded his family : 
ovem . ^j^^^ j^^ j^^j himfelf, two or three times, fince the 

deceafe of his father, changed his houfe and plan- 
tation for him, in order to cure his rambling difpo- 
fition, but that nothing feemed to affeft, or alter 
him. — The nephew now prefented himfelf to urge 
his own fuit, probably thinking, that the Captain, 
being prefent, would fecond his requeft. — ^The King 
gave him an abfolute denial, faying, " Tou are 
" undutifuly and negleSlful of your mother ; you have 
*' deferving and good women for your wives y to 
** whom^ as well as to all your relations^ you behave * 
** ///, for which you have beeri juftly expofed through* 
*^ out' the whole i/land. — Tou are afhamed of your 
*^ conduct y and would now fly from your family ; you 
** fhall not have my confenty and I defire the Captain 
*' not to countenance you ; Jlay at home^ and let your 
** fenfe of Jhame amend your life J* 

The Captain intimated to Abba Thulle^ thaft the 
veflel being completed, and the weather and wind 
fair, they intended to fail the next day : this circum- 
ftance feemed to give him great concern ; he faid 
he had, by the return of the meffenger who came 
to him at the ifland of Pethoully fent word to the 
Rupacks of the different iflands in friendfhip with 
him, that the day after the day that the Captain now 
mentioned would be the time of departure, they 
all wishing to bring the Englifh fome prefents for 
their voyage, as memorials of their regard ; and 
would in confequence come up the evening of the 

next 
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next day, in full hope of feeing them before they 1783. 
quitted Oroolong^ a fatisfaAion they Would now be 
deprived of.— Captain Wilfon told Abba Thulle^ they 
had been fo amply flocked with provifions by what 
his goodnefs had prepared for them, that they had 
fufficient ftore for all 'their voyage, and that the 
wind and weather befriending them, they muft re- 
queft to take leave of him the next day. The dif- 
appointment the Chiefs would feel, fenfibly affefted 
the King, as well as the recolleflicn that he had 
himfelf been made the innocent inftrument of de- 
ceiving them. The Captain was alfo much hurt at 
finding the uneafinefs this circumftance had occafi- 
oned, and the more fo, when he perceived that the 
generofity of the King's mind foon overcame it ; for 
he almoft direftly told him, that, as it muji be the 
lajl day, he requefted himfdf and his officers would 
dine with him on fliore ; which they all accordingly 
did. — ^The true caufe which induced the Englijh to 
thing of going a day earlier than they had given 
out, was to avoid the \ aft concourfe of ftrangers, 
who they knew were coming, and who, they fear- 
ed, would impede their operations by the number 
of their canoes, and their curiofity to examine the 
velTel; the buftle and confafion that this would 
neceflarily have occafioned, muft have unavoidably 
incommoded our men, and prevented them from 
going away with that calmnefs and recolledion their 
departure, and paflage over the reef, required. — 
After dinner, Arra Kooker^ who had, from the firft * 
S3 day 
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1 7^3* day of his. feeing the Newfmndlafid Dog^ fet his heart 
on the animal, and had often expreifed a longing 
deiire to poffefs it when our people went away, now 
renewed hig folicitations : from the earneftnefs with 
which he begged it, and the care he affured them h^ 
would take of it, they were induced to make him 
happy, and relinquifh all right in poor, Saihr. 

Raa Kooky whofe thoughts were of a different 
turn, and whofe ideas were wholly intent on bene- 
fitting his country by every information he could 
obtain from the Englijh^ made many enquiries about 
the method of building a veffel in their way ; Mr. 
Barker drew him a plan to work by, recommending 
the jolly-boat as a model, rather than the pinnace, 
file being broader, and not of fo deep a form. He 
expreffed a wifh to have the launehing-ways left, and 
faid, if he was able to compafs fuch a purpofe, that 
he would do it on the fame fpot, efteeming it to^be 
fortunate.— -/^/^^^^ Thulle^ who had been diverted by 
Arra Kaoker^s requeft, appeared to lend a very feri- 
ous attention to the fubjefl: which had fo much en- 
gaged Raa Kook ; obferving that with the iron and 
tools they had now in their poffeffion, they could do 
more work in a few days, than they could before in 
as many months. — While the Captain was on Ihore, 
fome words had arifen between two of his men on^ 
board, which had produced a blow, and a bloody 
nofe ; this paffing on the deck, and being feen by 
many of the natives, who were alongfide in their ca- 
noes, 
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Hoes, the account of it foon reached the fhore; the 1783- 
Captain went immediately on board to enquire the 
caufe. After reprimanding the parties, he returned 
to the King, who being apprized of the bufmefs, was 
told that it was a trifling difpute, and the effe£l of 
paffion } on hearing which, he faid, " there were in 
** all twntries bad men^ who he fuppofed cotdd not be 
-" kept in order,** Some of the Rupacks^ however, 
afked if fuch an accident might happen to the young 
man who was to go with him (meaning the King's 
fon); Captain Wiyhn aflqred them no fuch thing 
could^ as Lee Boo would be as his own fon, and en- 
tirely under his own care : with which anfwer they 
all appeared fatisfied. 

Before our people quitted the Cove, they left an 
Engiyh pendant hoifted on a large tree, which grew 
clofe to where their tent§ had flood j and cut upon 
a plate of copper the following infcription, which, 
after being nailed to a thick board, was affixed to a 
tree near the fpqt where they had built their little 
veffel : 



The 
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J'J^K The Honourable 

Englifh Eaft India Company's Ship 

The Antelope, 

Henry Wilson, Commander, 

Was loft upon the reef north of this ifland 

In the night between the 9th and loth of 

Auguft ; 

Who here built a veffel. 

And failed from hence 

The 1 2th day of November 1783* 

The meaning of this infcription was explained to 
the King, and that it was put up as a memorial of 
the Englijh having been there. — ^He was pleafed with 
the idea, and explained it himfelf to his own people, 
promifmg that it fhould never be taken down, and 
if by any accident it fhould happen to fall, he would 
take care of it, and have it preferved at Pelew. 

The difcourfe of the day turned much on the fub^ 
jeft of their departure ; whilft they fat together, 
Abba Thulle, addreffing Captain V/ilfon^ faid. " You 
^' are going; and when gone ^ I fear the inhabitants 
*' of Artingall will conie down in great numbers aid 
" molefi me^ as they have done frequently before ; andy 
^' having lo/i the aid of the Englifli, I Jhall be unable 

« io 
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*' to reft/i thenij unlefs you will leave me a few of 1783- 

Novembi 
^* your mufquetSj which you have already taught me 

" to hope you w^/i/*— Captain fT/^n fpoke to his 
officers on the propriety of doing this inftantly; 
they feemed fomewhat unwilling to put the arms 
they aftually meant to give them, into their hands 
till the laft moment ; — that miftruft which had pof- 
feffed their minds, ftill kept its hold, and appeared 
too ftrongly imprefled on their countenances to 
efcape the quick difcernment of the King ; who, 
willing perhaps that they fhould know he ha'd no- 
ticed their apprehenfions, with that calm reflefting 
temper which marked his charafter, a&ed if they 
were afraid to trufl him with a few arms ? " What 
*' is there (faid he) can make you harbour doubts of 
*' me ? I never tejlified any fear of you, but indea- 
" voured to convince you that I wijhed your friend-^ 
" Jhip. Had I been difpofed to have harmed you^ I 
" might have done it long ago ; I have at all times 
" had you in niy power — but have only exercifed 
'^ that power in making it ufeful to yoU'-^and can 
^^ you not confide in me at the lafi f" 

When the foregoing pages are attentively con- 
fidered, the hofpitality with which our people had 
been treated, both by Abba Thulle and the natives, 
from the firft friendly interview to the prefent mo- 
ment — ^who had fpread before them whatever they 
had to give, or their country produced, an^ who, 
added to all this, as an unequivocal proof of the 

higl^ 
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1785. high opinion he entertained of the Englj/bj was 
going to confign his own fon to their care— is there 
a reader who, recalling all thefe circumftances, can 
wonder they affefted the fcnfibility of jibba Thullef 
—Or rather, will there be found a reader who will 
not he ready with myfelf to alk. Under what fun was 
ever tempered the (led that could cut fuch a pallage 
to the heart as this jud reproach of the King's ? 
Kvery individual felt its force, and its truth ; every 
individual alfo felt how much his mind had injured 
the Virtues of this excellent man. — ^Nor was the 
wound of this reproach rendered lefs acute by the 
confcioulhefs each manliad, of having been fo lately 
induced, by his unjuft fears, to join in fuch deftfuc- 
tive counfel againft him and his family. 

Bijjt the eye of philofophy will candidly view and 
difcriminate between the two parties ; the people of 
Pelewy tutored in the fchool of Nature, afted from 
her impulfe alone, they were open and undifgttifed ; 
unconfcious of deceit themfelves, they neither fear- 
ed nor looked for it in others. — Our countrymen — 
born anc^ brought up in a civilized nation, where 
Art affumes every form and colouring of life, and 
is even perfedioned into a fcience, were fafliioned 
by education to fufpicion and diftruft, and awake 
to all their bufy fuggeftions.-— Such is the fatal 
knowledge the world teaches mankind, fencing too 
often the human heart againft the inlets of its own 

bappinefs, 
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happinefs, by weakening confidence, the moft valua» '753; 

^ Novemb. 

hie bond of fociety ! 

The King'§ rebuke was too powerful for our peo- 
ple to refift ; they inftantly defired the Captain to 
affur^ him, that whatever had been proniifed Ihould 
be faithfully fulfilled, and, to convince him they 
could have no fufpicions, the af ms fliould be imme- 
diately given to him ; they accordingly fent on board 
for the quantity of arms they could with convenien- 
cy fpare, and on the boat's return prefented him with 
five mufquets, five cutlafles, near a barrel of gun- 
powder, with gun-flints and ball in proportion. 
Captain Wil/on alfo made him a prefent of his own 
fowling-piece, with which he feemed to be particu- 
larly pleafed, having often feen its eflfeft on the 
fowb ajid other birds at Pelew* 

And now the gentle fpirit of the King appeared 
to forget the trace of all that had happened ;— but 
the fcene enabled every one prefent to tranfmit to 
pofterity a moft captivating pidure of t&e forcible, 
yet mild triumph of virtue ! 



CHAPTER 
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No^Sk CHAPTER XXI. 



Lee Boo arrives ^ and is introduced io Captain Wilfon} 
who^ at the King*s Defire^ remains all Night on 
Shore. — The inierejling Manner in which he deli- 
vers his Son to his Care. — The Captain gives Blaiif 
chard Advice how to condu^ himfelf. — In the Morn- 
ing Signals for failing reared. — A Boatfent to bring 
the Captain on board. The King and his Brothers 
accompany them to the Reef. — Multitudes oftheNa^ 
tivesy in their Canoesy furround the Veffel to teftify 
their Regard. — The King takes an ctffedionate Leave 
of the YsigW^.'—Charaaer o/* Abba ThuUe.— Raa 
Kook croffes the Reef and goes a good Way to Sea 
before he quits them — His Chara£ler.'-^The Englifb 
proceed on their Voyage io China. 



In 



Tucfday 1 N the evening arrived the King's fecond fon, Lee 
Boo ; he was brought from Pelew by his elder bro- 
ther, .%/ Billy to accompany our people to England. 
His father introduced him to Captain Wilfony and 
then to the officers who were on Ihore \ he approach- 
ed them all in fo eafy and fo affable a manner, and 
had fo much good-humour and fenfibility in his 
countenance, that every one was immediately impref- 
fed in his favour, and felt that intereft for him which 
his amiable manners dally increafed. — Before dark 

the 
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the officers took their leave of the King, and went on ^7^3* 
board the Oroolong^ leaving the Captain behind, 
whom Abba Thidle had requefted to pafs the night 
on (hore. The King now (^having Lee Boo clofe at 
his fide^ difcourfed much with him, giving him in- 
ftruftions how to conduft himfelf, and what he was 
to attend to ; telling him be was henceforward to 
look upon Captain Wilfon as another father, and win 
his affedion by obferving his advice.— ;Then, addref- 
fing the Captain, faid, " When Lee Boo got to Eng-^ 
^' landj he would have fuch fine things to fee, 
** that he might chance to flip away from him, to 
** run after novelty ; but that he hoped the Captain 
*' would keep him as much as he could under his 
^' eye, and endeavour to moderate the eagernefs of 
** his youth/' 

After further converfation relative to the confi- 
dence repofed in Captain Wilfoity Abba Thulle con- 
cluded his recommendation in nearly thefe expref- 
fions: — ^^ I would wijh you to inform Lee Boo of all 
^ things which he ought to know^ and make him an 
" Englifliman — The fubjeEl of parting with my fon 
" I have frequently revolved f"-^! am well aware that 
*' the dijlant countries he mufl go through^ differing , 
** much from his own^ may expofe him to dangers^ as 
" well as to difeafes that are unknown to us here^ in 
" confequence of which he may die ; — / have prepared 
•* my thoughts to this ;— »/ know thai death is to all 
** men inevitable^ and whether my fon meets this event 

" at 
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> J^S* *^ at Pelcw, or elfewhere^ is immaterial. — / am fatiu 
** fi^d^ from '^hat I have ^ferved of the humanity of 
" your tbaraSler^ that if be isftck^ you will be kind 
*' to him ; and^fhould thai happen j which your utmj 
•^ care cannot prevent^ let it not hinder you^ or your 
*^ brother y or your fon^ or any of your countrymen^ re- 
. " turning here ; I fhall receive you^ or any of your 
*^ people^ in friendjhip^ and rejoice to fee you again J* 
Captain Wilfon repeated his aflurance, that ht, 
Ivould have the fame care for Lee Boo as for hi$ own 
child, and that nothing fhould be .wanting on his 
part to teftify, in his attention to the fon^ the gra- 
titude and regard he (hould ever feel for the father. 
The thoughts of the King, as wey as thofe of the 
Captain, were too much engaged, to devote much 
of the night to fleep ; Abba Tbulle paffed a confid^r* 
able part of it, as did alfo the Rupacks^ in difcouif- 
ing with their young countryman, who was now 
launching into a new and untried world, and on the 
point of being feparated by an immenfe dift toce from 
every former conneftion. — Being now fo near to 
their departure, Captain Wilfofi took this opportunity 
to talk again with Blanchardy and to give him 
advice how he fhould condud himfelf towards 
the natives, and in what things he could be inftrnc- 
tive and beneficial to them ; particularly in working 
fuch iron as had been given to them, and what more 
they might hereaftef obtaiii from the wreck ; and 
alfo in taking care of the armg and ammunition they 

had 
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had left them, which would be of* the utmoft con- '7^3' 
Jfequencej requefting he would never go naiked, 
like the natives, as, by prcferving the foim of ^refs 
his countrymen had appeared in, he would always 
fupport a fuperiprity of charader^ and, that he 
might be better enabled to follow this advice, he 
was fumifhed with all the clothes they could fpare ; 
and direQ:ed, when tbefe were worn out, to make 
himfelf trowfers with a mat, which he could always 
procure from the natives, and thereby prefervc that 
decency he had always been accuftomed to.— Nor 
in the inftruclions delivered to him, were forgot- ' 
ten an attention to hisi religion ; he was earneftly 
exhorted not to negled thofe aSs of devotion which 
he had been taught to praftife ; and to keep a Sab* 
bath or Sunday, and follow thofe Chriftian duties in 
which he had been educated.— He was laftly defired 
to alk for any thing that he might think would be 
of ufe and comfort to him : — when he requefted to 
have one of the fhip's compaffts ; and, as the pin- 
nace was to be left, that they might have the mafts, 
lails, oars, and every thing belonging to her ; which 
were all given, as foon as they had towed the veffel 
over the reef- 
In the morning, at day-light, an Englijh Jack wdcs Wednef- 
hoilled at the maft-head of the veffel, and one of the ^^^ ^^• 
fwivcls fired, as a fignal for failing ; this being ex- 
plained to the King, he ordered boats immediately 
to take on board yams, cocoa-nuts, fweetmeats, and 

other 
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1783- other things provided for the voyage ; befide which, 
* many canoes of the natives, loaded with a profufion 
of provifion, lay alongfide the Or oolong ; fo that, had 
all the expeded northern Rupacks added their intend- 
ed prefents, it would have fupplied a fhip of five 
times the fize* 

As foon as the veffel was loaded with every thing 
they could take on board, and ready for fea, the 
boat was fent on fliore for the Captain ; who ac- 
quainting the King therewith, he fignified that he 
and his fon would come on board prefently in his 
^ canoe* — Captain Wtlfon then took Blanchard^ as alfo 
the five men who had come on fhore for him, into 
a temporary houfe that had been erefted for the ac- 
commodation of the Rupack Maath^ who was ex- 
pelled from the northward, and being entered, he 
once more requefted Blanchard to imprefs on his 
memory all that advice which he had before given 
him, and particularly to be obfervant of his duty, 
that the people of Pelew might thereby fee that he 
retained that faith and fenfe of religion in which he 
had been trained. He then made the feamen prefent 
kneel down with him, and unite in thankfgiving to 
that Supreme Being, who had not only fupported 
their fpirits in the midft of fevere toils and dangers, 
but had now opened to them the means of delive- 
rance. — During this ad of devotion, the King and 
his Chiefs remained near the entrance of the houfe, 

obferved 
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obferved and well knew what our people were about, 1733. 

Novcmh* 
and pr^ferved a profound fdence. 

It muft alfo be noticed, that when Lee Boo came 
up, a bafket, with fome dozens of a fruit refembling 
an apple, was brought from Pelew ; they were of 
an oblong Ihape, and in colour of a deep crimfon, 
not unlike what are called in England The Duicb 
Paradife Apple *. — ^They fpoke of them as a fruit 
that was very rare, and faid they were juft coming 
, in feafon. The Captain gave one to each of his of- 
ficers, being a fruit they had not feen before ; and 
the reft he carefully referved for his young paflenger, 
to treat him with during his voyage. 

About eight o'clock in the morning the Captain 
went on board in his boat j the King, with his fon 
Lee BiDOy and his Rupacks, followed him very [oon * 

in their canoes, accompanied by Blanchard ; their 
little veflel was fo deeply loaded with their fea ftores, 
that a doubt arofe whether (he might be able .to get 
over the Reef, it was therefore agreed to land the 
two fix-pounders, and leave the jolly7boat behind, '■ 
they having no materials wherewith to repair her, 
and without it fhe could not much longer fwim. 
This being made known to the King, and that they 
were in want of a boat, he immediately offered to 
fupply them with a canoe, and pointed to feveral then 

* Of thi8 fruit there are different forts, io many of the South 
Sea iilands ; it is the Jamboo Apple, the Eugenia Malaccenfis of 
Ldtin^us. 

along- 
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17^3- alongfide; all which being too large to hoift on board 
the veffel, the King difpatched his eldeft fon ^i Bill^ 
on fliore, who foon returned with one of a proper fize. 
Mr. Sharp had been defired to take the King*s fon 
under his particular care, till the Oroolong fliould ar* 
rive at China ; and jibba Thulle now pointed out Mr. 
Sharp to him, whom he faid was to be his Sucalic; 
and from that moment Lee Boo attached himfclf to 
him, keeping clofe at his fide in whatever part of the 
veffel he went. In putting every thing to order be* 
fore the Orookng moved, there was a fmall fail be- 
longing to the pinnace, which could not be found. 
Blanchard was now got into the pinnace, in order to 
take the veffel in tow ; be had, with the moft umirea- 
ried affiduity, lent his countrymen every afliftance fli 
his power to the laft, and, having laid up carefully 
the foil enquired after, came on board to fliew where 
be bad ftowed it ; which having done, he wiflied them 
all a profperous voyage, and without teftifying the 
fmalleft degree of regret, took leave of all his old 
ihip-mates, with as much eafe as if they were only 
falling from London to Grave/end^ and were to re* 
turn with the next tide. 

The Or oolong now proceeded towards the reef; 
and, loaded as fhe had been by Abba Thulle" % bounty, 
even to fuperfiuity, with whatever he conceived might 
be ufeful or pleafant to his departing friends, yet oU 
either fide of her were a multitude of canoes, filled 
with the common natives, who had all brought our 

people 
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people prefents from themfelves, intreating they might ^/ 7^3* 

" " NoYcmb» 

be accepted. — ^It was in vam they were told that 

the veffel was fo full there was no room to receive 

any thing more ; each held up a little fomething^ 

" Only this from me*' — " Only this from me^' was 

the general cry ;— the repetition of which was urged 

with fuch fupplicating countenances, and watery eyes, 

that this bewitching teftimony of affedion and gene* 

rofity almoft overcame every one on board.— From 

fome of thofe who were neareft, a few yams or 

cocoa-nuts were accepted ; and the poor creiatures, 

whofe intreaties could not be attended to, unable to 

bear the difappointment, paddled ahead, and threw 

the little prefents they had brought into the pinnace, 

\ totally ignorant that fhe was to return back with 

: Blanchard. 

Several canoes preceded the pinnace, to mark 

the fafeft track for the veffel ; and others were ftati- 

I oned at the reef, by the King's command, to point 

i out the deepeft water for her paflage over it : by all 

I the previous examinations, as well as by the prefent 

precautions, the Oroolong cleared the reef without 

the leaft difficulty. 

The King accompanied the Englijh in their veffel, 

altnoft to the reef, before he made a fignal for 

his canoe to come alongfide ; he gave Lee Boo his 

bleffing, wiftiing him ha.^py and profperous, which 

his fon received with great refpect.— Seeing Captain 

^tlfon bufied in giving diredions to his people, he 

T ftopt 



n 
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1783. ftopt till he found him quite at liberty, aind then 
* went up to him and embraced him with great ten- 
dernefs, (hewing, by his looks and voice, how 
much he was diftreffed to bid him farewell ; he 
fhook all the officers by the hand, in a mdft cordial 
manner ; faying, ** Tou are happy becaufe you are 
^* going home /— -/ am happy to find you are happy-^^ 
*' butjiill very unhappy my/elf to fee you going away** 
—Then, affuring our people of his affeftionate 
wiihes for their fuccefsful voyage, he went over the 
fide of the vreffel into his canoe.— -Mod of the Chiefs 
on board left them at the fame time, except Raa 
Kooky and a few men who attended him, who would 
fee the Englijh clear of danger to the outfide of the 
reef. As the canoes drew clofe and furrounded 
that of the King, the natives all looked up eager- 
ly, as to take leave, whilft their countenances ex- 
preffed all their benevolent hearts felt, in looks more 
expreffive than language. Our countrymen might 
with truth fay, they left a whole people in tears ; 
and fo fenfibly were they imprefled themfelves by 
this interefting fcene, that when Abba Thulle and 
bis train turned back to Oroolongy they were hardly 
able to give them three cheers, and their eyes pur- 
fued them to catch the lateft look, whilft every man 
on board, with the warraeft emotions of gratitude, 
felt the efficacy of his fervices, which in a great 
meafure had brought about their deliverance — ^and 
the fteadinefs of his friendlhip, which, though from 

imaginary 
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imaginary alarmis at times doubted, they had found ^l^S* 
^ Novexnb* 

firm and unihaken to the lad* 

Having now bid adieu to this good and amiable 
prince, it may not be improper to give an outline 
of his general charader.— It is more than probable^ 
that the curtain is for ever dropped between him 
and the world ! — He is entered into his own unno* 
I noticed domains, where he and his Anceftry have 
' paffed a long fucceflion of ages in oblivious lilence, 
j unknowing and unknown to their cotemporaries in* 
I habiting the reft of the globe.— An accident, wholly 
* uncxpefted, hath given us at laft a tranfient fight 
of thefe people ; nor is it likely that they will again 
be fought or looked after, as they poffefs nothing 
I but good fenfe and virtue, and live in a country 
which fupplies no materials that may tempt the ava- 
rice of mankind to difturb their tranquillity. — If they 
have not, nor yet know the comforts of civilized 
nations, the advantages of arts, or the blandifli- 
ments of luxury — they have, in counterpoife, been 
ignorant of the anxieties they awaken, the paffions 
which they inflame, and the crimes they give birth 
to! — ^Even in their ftate of native fimplicity, as pic- 
tured in the foregoing pages, there is, I fliould 
I conceive, fuflicient matter to intereft, and ftill far 
wiore to admire. With regard to the excellent man, 
who ruled over thefe fons of Nature, he ceirainly, 
in every part of his conduft, fhewed himfelf firm, 
noble, gracioys, and benevolent; there was a dig- 
nity in all liis deportment, a gentlenefs in all his man- 
T 2 xiers. 
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1783- ners, and a warmth and fenfibility about his heart, 
* that won the love of all who approached him. — Na- 
ture nad beftowed on him a contemplative mind, 
which he had himfelf improved by thofe refleftions 
that good fenfe diftated, and obfervation confirmed. 
His remarks on the affair of the mufquets was as 
pointed, and at the fame time as delicate a reproof 
as perhaps was ever thrown out. — ^His converfation 
with Captain Wilfon^ refpefting his fon, whilft it 
Ihewed an unbounded confidence on the part of the 
King, marked alfo the force of great fentiment and 
reafoning; and his rebuke, when refufing his ne- 
phew's folicitation, difcovered a heart tutored in the 
fentiments of refined honour. 

The happinefs of his people feemed to be always 
in Abba Thulle^s thoughts. — In order more efiectu- 
ally to ftimulate them to ufeful labour, he had him- 
felf learnt all the few arts they poflefTed, and was 
looked on, in fome of them, to be the beft workman 
in his dominions. — ^His requefting from Captain WiU 
fon the Cblnefe mat, was only to give his people a 
better pattern than their own to follow ; and, in 
fending his fon to England^ and in the long inftruc- 
tions given him before his departure, he had not, 
nor could have, any other objeft in view, but that 
of benefiting his fubjefts by the future improve- 
ments hq would bring back to his country ; ideas, 
which the intercoufe he had with the Englijh mvA 
have folely excited. — In fhort, had his lot been 
thrown to rule over a great nation, connefted with 

mankind, 
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mankind, one is at liberty to conjefture, that his 1783. 
talents and natural difpofition might have niade him 
the Peter of the fouthern world ! 

Placed as he was by Providence in its obfcurer 
fcenes, he lived beloved by his Chiefs^ and revered 
by his people ; over whom, whilfl: he preferved a 
dignity that diftinguiflied his fuperior ftation, he 
r.eigned more as the father than the fovcreign. — ^Xhe 
eyes of his fubjefts beheld their naked prince with 
as much awe and refpeft, as thofe are_ viewed with 
who govern polifhed nations, and are decorated with 
all the dazzling parade and ornaments of royalty ; 
nor was the purple robe, or the fplendid diadem ne- 
ceffaiy to point out a charafter, which the mafterly 
hand of Nature had rendered fo perfed ! 

Having paffed the reef, and being clear of prefent 
danger, every one would have been in great fpirits, 
had not the pain of quitting thefe friendly people 
overfliadowed their \o^.^^Raa Kook remained very 
penfive, and fuffered the veflel to proceed a confider- 
able way from the reef before he recoUefted himfelf, 
and fummoned his canoes to return back. — As this 
Chief had been their firft and trAly valuable friend, 
they prefented him with a brace of piftols, and a car- 
toHch-box loaded with the proper cartridges. — ^The 
pinnace being now at the fide of the veflel, the Cap- 
tain and officers were prepared to take leave of the 
General ; but, when the moment pf feparation arriv- 
ed, he was fo affefted, that be was at firft unable to 
fpcak ; he took them cordially by the hand, and point- 
ing 
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1 783* ing with the other to his heart, faid, it was there hi 
' ' felt the pain of bidding them farewell ; nor were there 
any on board who faw his departure without fliaring 
nearly the fame-diftrefs. — ^He addreffed Lee Boo by 
bis name, and fpoke a few words to him ; but, being 
unable to proceed, he went into the boat, when, im- 
mediately quitting the rope, he gave our people a lad 
affeftionate look, then dropped aftern. 

This excellent man appeared to be fomewhat up-» 
wards of forty years of age, was of a middling ftature, 
rather inclinable to be lufty ; he had a great expref- 
fion of fenfibility in his countenance, tempered with 
abundant good-nature. His charafter was firm and 
determined, yet full of humanity j in whatever he 
undertook he was fteady and perfevering ; he deli- 
vered bis orders to the people with the utmoft leni- 
ty, but would be obeyed ; ami they, on every occa* 
fion, feemed to ferve him with ardour and alacrity, 
s^s if mingling affedion with duty. The reader muft 
have qbf^rved, that from his firft interview with our 
people, he had (hewn an attachment to them, which 
was never after Icffened or cooled. He was not of 
fo ferious a caft a* the King, nor had he that turn for 
humour and jnimickry which Jrra Kooker fo ftrong- 
ly poffefled ; but he was always pleafant and lively, 
had abundant good-humour, and well-difpofed to 
laughter, when it was occafionally excited. He had 
?in eager fpirit of enquiry, and a defire to examine 
th^ caufes and reafons of every ^ffe^ which he few 

produced* 
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produced, and was wonderfully quick in comprc- 17S3. 
hending whatever was defcribed to him; his* mind 
Was ftrongand aftive, his behaviour manly and cour- 
teous, and accompanied with fo nice a fenfe of ho* 
nour, that he felt it wounded whenever any of the 
natives had, by their little trifling thefts, violated, 
as he judged, the laws of hofpitality, which he held 
mojB: facred, and always difcovered an impatience till 
he could make them reftore what they had taken 
away. This he carried fo far as even to (hew his dif- 
pleafure at the Chief Minijier^ for requefting a cutlafs 
of Captain Wilfon (at the firft interview) thinking it a 
breach of this virtue, to folicit a favour of thofe who 
were fo fituated, as not to be at liberty to refufe the 
requeft, though the grantiijg it might be inconvenient. 
He was much amvifed by the peculiar manner of the 
Chin^fe^ and their way of talking ; would frequently 
fit down to pick oakum with them, on purpofe to 
fep more of them, without feeming to intrude. Our 
people were pro)t)ably partly indebted to his good 
offices for tlje fte^dy friendfhip the King bad for 
them ; at leaft, on their firft coming, he certainly in- 
terefted his brother in their fevour. He beheld all, 
duplicity with indignation, and publicly, before the 
King, fliewed his contempt of Soogle^iht Malay ^ who 
had dared tq throw QUt infinuations prejudicial to 
the Englijh^ He w?is communicative to our people 
on every occafion, and at all times willing to explain 
?tfiy thing to them \ ^d, had they always had the 

linguifl 
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1783- linguift at their elbow, or a language in which they 
* could have eafier converfed with him, many things 
might have been cleared up, which muft now remain 
undetermined. — With all thefe excellent qualities, he 
appeared in his domeftic charafter equally refpefta- 
ble ; as the reader will recoiled, who has had a view 
of his pleafant deportment in his own family, and 
has feen him in all the filent majefty of grief attend- 
ing \he obfequies of a valiant fon who had been flain 
in fighting for his country* — ^To all thefe circum- 
ftances I muft add, that the concern he difcovered in 
taking leave of his nephew, and our countrymen, 
evidently proved there was no fmall portion of fenfi- 
bility lodged about his heart. 

Whilft I am clofing this laft remark on the cha- 
radler of Raa Rook^ I cannot avoid making a genera! 
obfervation on the people of Pelew, who, though 
they appeared to be Philofophers in adverfity. Stoics 
in pain, and Heroes in death, yet, in many of the 
more delicate feelings of the human breaft, they pof- 
fefled all the amiable tendernefe of a woman! 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXn. »783- 

The Englifli, in tJbe Oroolong, quit the Pelew I/land^* 
— An Account of their Pajfage from thence to Macoau 
— Their Arrival there. — They difpofe of their Vejfelj 
and proceed to Canton, ix^here they embark for 
England. 

VjUR countrymen being now in a fair way of get- Wednrf. 

, day i2m 

ting to China, after parting with their humane friends 

of Pelew, hauled up along the back of the reef, N. 

W. by N. having the end of the outer breakers on their , 

lee-beam. — At noon the ifland of Oroolong bore S. E* 

by E. i E. diftant about four leagues, from whence 

they took their departure; its latitude being 7° 19' 

north, and longitude 134° "40' ezH of Greenwich. 

The two firft days after leaving the Pelew iflands, Thurfday 

our people had tolerable weather, with light fqualls ^S*^^^ 

and ram, the wind variable from* E. to S. E. with 

which they fleered to the northward. — Lee Boo, the 

firft night he flept on board, ordered Boyam, his fer- 

vant Cwho was one of the two Malays from Pelew J 

to bring his mat upon deck ; a warmer covering was 

ordered for him, to defend him from the cold. — ^Hc 

'Was the next morning much furprized at not feeing 

land. — Captain Wilfon now clothed him in a fhirt, 

^aiftcoat, and a pair of trowfers j he appeared to 

feel 
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1783. feel himfelf uneafy in wearing the two firft articlefi 
* and foon took them off and folded them up, ufing 
them only as a pillow ; but, being impreffed with an 
idea of the indelicacy of having' no clothing, he ne- 
ver appeared without his trowfers ;, and as the veffel, 
proceeding northward, advanced into a climate gra- 
dually growing colder, he felt lefs inconvenience in 
putting on ^in his jacket and fbirt; to which, 
when he had been a little time accuftomed, his new- 
taught fenfe of propriety was fo great, that he would 
never change his drefs, or any part of it, in the pre- 
fence of another perfon, always retiring for that pur- 
pofe tp fome dark comer where no one could fee 
Jii?pf-T-The motion of the veffel at firft made, him 
very fea-fick, and obliged him frequently to lie 
down J this ficknefs abating, he had one of the ap- 
ples given him which had been brought from Pelew; 
he expreffed a doubt about eating it ; but, being told 
it was the Captain's defire, and that Abba Thulle had 
fent them for him, he obferved to Boyani^ that he 
was much indulged, none but a few great people 
having his father's permiffion to eat of this fruit *. 
This young man was remarkably clean in his 
perfon, washing himfelf feveral times n day ; and 2^ 
foon as he was perfedly recovered from his fea-fickt 
nefs appeared to. be ^afy ^nd contei^ted. The latit 

♦ This remark of Lee Boo^s agrees with the King's telling 
Captain WHfon^ when he gave him thofe apples^ tlia^ they were 
R great rarity, 

tade, 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 269 

fude, on the fourteenth at noon, was 9"* 38' north 1785* 
bj obfervation. — ^The day following was cloudy but Saturday 
good weather, with a fwell from the N. E. — ^They *5- 
law a few fea^birds and flying-filh ; and, having an 
obfervation at noon, found they were in latitude 
10" 45' north; the weather continued moderate, 
though cloudy, and their little veflel (excepting a 
fmall leak) was found in every refpeft equal to their 
hopes, — They had this forenoon prayers read upon Sunday 
deck, all our people having, in this happy delive- *^ 
ranee, too ftrong a recolledion of the mercies of 
Providence not to offer them publicly, with hearts 
full of gratitude. The latitude at noon was iz^ i' 
north. — Lee Boo was now fo well recovered as to eat 
a flying-fifli that was caught upon deck, and fome 
yam, having till this time eat very little. — He this 
afternoon told Boyam, that he was fenftble' his father 
and family had been very unhappy from knowing that 
he had been ftch 

The weather continuing fair, with the wind from 
the N. E. and eaft, they endeavoured this morning Monday 
to make more room, by re-ftowing their provifiqn *7* 
and ftores; in doing which they difcovered that 
the leak was under the end of one of the floor-tim- 
, bers : it was propofed to cut it away, in order to 
come at and flop it from within, but on more ma- 
ture confideration this was thought to be too dan se- 
rous an attempt, as it might occafion the flaning of 
^ plank, which would expole the veffel to the almofl: 

certainty 
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»7S3* certainty of finking ; the idea was therefore imme« 
* diately given up, as the water made was eafily clear- 
ed by two men at the pump*— The latitude at noon, by 
obfervation,was 13° 1 9' north.— rin the night they had 
ftrong fqualls, variable to the northward, with rain, 
and at times had very hot puffs of wind, as if from 
land ; they kept under an eafy fail and a good look- 
- out until day-light, but faw no appearance of land ; 
Tucfday the weather being very unfettled, with fqualls and 
Friday ^^^9 ^^^ ^^e wind varying at times to the eaftward, 
^ * • fouthward, and S. W. with lightning and dark clouds. 
—On the twenty-firft they found, by obfervation, 
Saturday their latitude to be 17'' 47' north, and the next day 
^^* were in 1 8; 29' north : the weather continuing very 
unfettled, with frequent fqualls, the wind remaining 
Sunday in the E. and S. E. quarters until the twenty-third, 
^^* when it veered round to the N. E. with rain, till the 
Monday next morning, the weather becoming then moderate 
^^' "and fair ; the latitude at noon was 20" 43' north, by 
obfervation ; in the night they had fome light fqualls, 
Tucfday and kept' a good look-out for the land. — ^In the 
^^ morning, about three o'clock, having great ripplings 
in the water, they hauled up to the northward till 
day-light, when they faw the Bajhee iflands bearing 
W. N. W. diftant about three leagues. This cir- 
cumftance much pleafed Lee Boo. He was eager to 
learn their names, which being told him repeatedly, 
until he could pronounce them ; he took a piece of 
line, which he had brought wirh him for the purpofe 

of 
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of making remarks, and tied a knot thereon, as a 1785. 
remembrance of the circumftance. — At feven o'clock 
the wind changing to the northward, they bore away 
through a paflage between the iflands, and at noon 
were in the China fea, their latitude 21® 5' north, by 
obfervation ; they had now fair weather with fmooth 
water, and by four o'clock in the afternoon had loft 
fight of the Bajhee iflands • 

The next morning about nine o'clocl^ they faw Wednrf- 
land upon their quarter, bearing from N. E. i N. to ^^ ^^' 
5. N. E. being part of the ifland of Formofa ; at noon 
their latitude was 21° 49' north. The fair weather ThuHTday 
continued next day, but with a fwell from the north- ^^* 
ward, which wet them a little ; their latitude at noon 
being 22* 17' north. The wind increafmg in the 
afternoon to a frefli gale, they now felt a material 
change to cold, of which they were the more fenfiblc 
from the hot weather they had before experienced. 
The next morning they faw feveral Chinefe fifhing- Friday 
boats, and a fmall China junk *• At eight o'clock ^^' 
they faw land, being a fmall hill, bearing N. by W. ; 
at noon they were in latitude 22' 20' north. The Saturday 
wind blowing brifkly, at one o'clock in the morn- ^9« 
ing they got foundings at twenty-five fathom, foft 
ground ; they kept founding during the night, and 
at feven o'clock in the morning they faw the land, 

* jfunh is tlic name given by Europeans to the Chlnefe-hmXt 
▼eflHs employed in their home or coafting trade ; fomc of them 
are very large, and trade to Batavla and Malacca. 

bearing 
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17^3- bearing from N. by E. to W. S- W. : they ftood ill 
Novcmb. n . . 

amonglt the iflands, as the wind would permit, and 

at noon were in latitude 22^ 8' north, the high land 
called the Jfes Ears then bearing S. S. W. They 
fteered to the weftward amongfl: the iflands until fix 
o'clock in the evening, when they anchored in ten 
fathom water, a foft clay bottom, amongfl fome fmall 
Chinefe veflels. — Lee Boo appeared quite delighted at 
the fight of land, and the number of boats on the 
water. 
Sonday The next morning Captain Wilfon procured a pilot 
^°' to conduft their veflel between the iflands to Macoa ; 
, and when they came in fight of it, an Englijh jack 
was hoifted at the maft-head, which being feen by 
the officers, of the Portuguefe fhips at anchor in the 
Typa^ they immediately fent their boats to meet our 
. people, bringing with them fruit and provifions, as 
alfo men to affift them, judging, from the fize of their 
little veffel, that they mufl be part of fome Englijh 
(hip's crew that had been wrecked ; and one of the 
officers was fo obliging as to wait with his boat to 
take the Captain on fhore to the Governor ; who, 
being at that time engaged on particular bufmefs, 
defired to be excufed from feeing the Captain, but 
acquainted him, by the officer on duty, that they 
were welcome to the port of Macoa. This gentle- 
man ipformed Captain Wilfon^ that the Honourable 
Comp2iny*s /upracargoes were all up at Canton^ and 
that there was no Englijh gentleman then at MacoUy 

but 
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but Mr. M'Intyre J to whom Captain Wi/fon imme- '^^s- 
diately went on taking leave of this officer, having, 
when before at Macoa, in the Antelopey received 
many teftimonies of this gentleman's friendfhip ; 
who, when he heard of Captain Wilfonh misfortunes, 
with his wonted humanity and attention ordered pro- 
\ifions to be fent on board the veflel to the officers 
and people, and fuch other neceflaries as they might 
Hand in need of ; whilft the Captain wrote to the 
Company's fupracargoes^ to acquaint them with the 
fate of the Antelope^ as alfo of his arrival and fitua- 
tion ; which letters Mr. M'Intyre immediately for- 
warded to Canton. — They now leaint that Peace wa$ 
eftablifhed in Europe^ and that there were a number 
oi Englijh ?ind other fhips at Whampoa ; thatfomeof 
the Company's fhips were loaded and ready to fail, 
which was moft welcome intelligence. — ^Before Cap- 
tain Wilfon went on fhore, Lee Boo^ on feeing the 
large Portuguefe Ihips at anchor in the Typa^ appeared 
to be greatly aftonifhed, exclaiming, as he looked at 
ihem, Clow, clow, muc clow! that is, Large, large, 
very large ! He gave our people an early opportunity 
^f feeing the natural benevolence of his mind ; for 
feme of the Chinefe boats, that are rowed by poor 
T^artar women, with their little children tied to their 
!>acks (and who live in families on the water) fur- 
•ounded the veflel, t€) petition for fragments of 
nftuals — the young Prince, on noticing their fup- 
pUcations, gave, them oranges, and fuch other 

things 
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1783- • things a$ he had, being particularly attentive to 

' offer them thofe things which he liked beft him- 

felf. 

f/^^j The next morning Mr. M^Intyre^ with a Portu-^ 

*• ff^fi gentleman of Macoay accompanied the Captain 

on board the Oroolong^ taking with tliem all kinds of 

refreflimerits and'provifions ready dreffed. In the 

evening they took Lee Boo and all the officers 01 

fhore, except the Chief Mate, who remamed witl 

the people to take care of the veffel, till they {houlc 

receive orders from the Coxnip2Lny\ fupracargoes* 

The Portuguefe gentleman, who paid Captain Wil- 
fon this vifit, exprefled much pleafure in feeing the 
Pelew Prince, and on going on fhore, requefted that 
the New Man (as he called Lee Boo) might be per- 
mitted to vifit his family. — ^This being the firft houfe 
our young traveller had ever feen, he was apparentl) 
loft in filent admiration ; what ftruck moft his ima- 
gination at firft, was, the upright walls and the flat 
ceilings of the rooms ; he feemed as if puzzling 
hinifelf to comprehend how they could be formed 
and the decorations of the rooms were alfo nc 
fmall fubjeft of aftonifliment. When he was in 
troduced to the ladies of the family, his deport 
ment was fo eafy and polite, that it was exceed 
ed only by his abundant good-nature ; fo far fron 
^ being embarraffed, he permitted the company to exa 
mine his hands, which were tatooed, and appearet 
pleafed with the attention fliewn him* When hi 

retirei 
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retired with Captain Wil/onj his behaviour left on the 1785- 
mind of every one prefent the impreffion, that how- 
ever great the furprize might be, which the fcenes of 
a new world had awakened in him, it could hardly 
be exceeded by that which his own amiable manners 
and native polifli would excite in others* 
Macoa being the firfl land our people had fet foot 

' on fince they left the Pelew iflands, they congratu-^ 
lated one another very cordially, Lee Boo feeming t0 
join in the congratulation as warmly as any one* 
Mr. M^Intyre conduded them to his own houfe, 
where they were introduced into a large hall lighted 
up, with a table in the middle covered for fupper, 

■ and a fideboard handfomdy decorated. — Here a new 
fcene burft at once on Lee Boo's mind, he was all eye, 
all admiration. The veffels.of glafs appeared to be 

! the objeds which riveted moft his attention. — Mr. 
M^Infyre (hewed him whatever he conceived would 
amufe him ; but every thing that furrounded him 
was attrafting.-i— his eye was like his mind, loft and 
bewildered. — ^It was in truth to him a fcene of magic, 
a fairy tale. — Amongft the things that folicited his 
notice, was a large mirror at the upper end of the 
hall, which reflefted almoft his whole perfon. Here 
Lee Boo flood in perfed amazement at feeing him- 
felf J — ^he laughed— he drew back, and returned to 
look again, quite abforbed in wonder. — ^He made an 
effort to look behind, as if conceiving fomebody was 
there, but found the glafs fixed clofe to the wall. 

U Mr. 
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17^5* Mr. M'Intyrey obferving the idea that had crofled 
' him, ordered a fmall glafs to be brought into the 
roorn, wherein having viewed his face, he looked be- 
hind, to difcover the perfon who looked at him ; to- 
tally unable to make out how all this was produced. 
Nor did Lee Boo*s furprize at feeing himfelf in the 
mirror, much exceed that of each of our own peo- 
ple, though the caufe was different, not one of them 
having ever got a glinipfe of their own face fix)m the 
time of the wreck, each having only noticed the hol- 
low-eyed and lank look of his companions; but 
when they now flood before the mirror, every one 
individ^ually perceived that hard labour, hard living, 
fpare diet, and anxiety of mind, had wrought a change 
in every countenance far greater than they could have 
imagined. 

After pafling an evening, which had been render- 
ed pleafant and chearful from the hofpitality of their 
hofl, and the fimplictty of Lee Boo, our people re- 
tired for the night : whether Lee Boo paffed it in fleep, 
or in reflefting on the occurrences of the day, is un- 
certain ; but it is more than probable they were in 
the morning recolleded by him in the confufed man- 
ner in which we recall the traces of a dream. 
• The next day he had more leifure to examine 
the houfe in which they had flept ; the upright walls 
and flat cielings flill continued to be the objefts of 
his furprize j he was perpetually feeling the firft, as 
if he thought he could thereby gain an idea of their 

con- 
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conftrufliion ; but the latter feeming felf-fupported, 1783* 
was beyond what his mind <;ould at that time com- Tucfday 
prchend, ^' 

As our people were too numerous to remain with 
Mr. M^Intyre^ without trefpaffing on him, Captain 
WlJfon requefted his affiftance to form an eftablifti- 
ment of their own j in which he complied, by ac- 
commodating them with a houfe belonging to an 
Englljh gentleman then at Canton ; and having pro- 
vided them with fervants and neceffaries for their 
table, they fent for the crew of the Oroolong on fliore, 
leaving one officer and a few men on board, who 
were alternately relieved. 

Soon after our people came on (hore, fome of 
them went to purchafe things they were in want of, 
in doing which they did not forget Lee Boo, who 
was a favourite with them all j they bought him 
fome little trinkets, fuch as they thought would from 
their novelty pleafe him. — Amongft them, was a ftring 
of large glafs beads, the firft fight of which almofl: 
threw him into an ecftafy ; he hugged them with 
atranfport that, could not be exceeded by the inte- 
refted pofTeffor of a ftring of pearls of equal magni- 
tude. — ^His imagination told him he had in his hands 
all the wealth the world could afford him.^ — He ran 
with eagernefs to Captain Wiljon, to fhew him his 
riches, and, enraptured with the idea that his fami- 
ly fliould fhare them with him, he, in the utmoft 
agitation, intreated Captain Wil/on would immedi- 
U 2 ately 
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1783. ately get him a Chtnefe veffel, to carry his treafurei 
^ * to Pelewy and deliver them to the King, that he 
might diftribute them as fie thought beft, and there* 
by fee what a country the Englijh had conveyed him 
to ; adding, that the people who carried them ihouM 
tell the King, that Lei Boo would foon fend him 
other prefents. He alfo told Captain Wilfon^ that if 
the people faithfully executed their charge, he would 
(independent of what Abba Thulle wouM give them) 
prefent them at their return with one or two beads, 
as a reward for their fidelity.'— Happy ftate of fim- 
plicity and innocence, whofe pleafures can be pur- 
chafed on fuch eafy terms, and whofe felicity arifcs 
from an ignorance ctf fhofe objefts which difquiet 
the human race, aiid agitate their paffions ! But one 
grievjBS to think this fentiment cannot be indulged, 
without refleding how foon a knowledge of the 
World deftroys the illufion of this enviable enchant- 
ment! 

In a few days Captain Wilfon received letters from 
Xh^ fupra-cargoes^ expreffing their concern for his 
misfortunes, and the fatisfaftion they received in his 
fafe return, with his (hip's company, after fo many 
perils ; accompanying the letters with a variety of 
neceflaries, and warm clothes, and advifmg the dif- 
pofal of the veffel and (lores, as the Chtnefe govern- 
ment would not admit of her coming up to Whofn- 
poa^ without paying duty and port charges to a con- 
fiderable amount* 

Mr. 
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Mr. M'Intyre alfo received letters, defiring him 1783- 
to fiiraifti them with money, and every thing elfe they 
anight be in want of*— They alfo received congratu- 
latory letters from their particular friends, on their 
arrival at Macoa^ after the hardfliips they had fuf- 
tained ; and thefe were accompanied by other letters 
from the commanders of feveral of the Company's 
flrips, kindly offering to accommodate them with a * 
paflage to England. — And it would be an injuftice 
to the gratitude and feelings of Captain Wilfon and 
his officers, fhould the recorder of thefe events omit 
to mention the kind treatment they experienced from 
the Company's fupra-cargoes / from feveral PortU" 
ptefe gentlemen, inhabitants of Macoay and alfo from 
the Conamodore of their fhips, who being almoft 
ready to fail for Europe^ offered Captain Wilfon^ with 
piany kind expreflions, ^ paffage in his fliip, for him- 
felf, aiid fuch other perfons as he might wi(h to 
take with him. 

Whilft Lee Boo remained at Macoa^ he had fre- 
quent opportunities of feeing people of different na* 
tions} and alfo was fliewn three Englijh women, 
who having loft their hufbands in India^ had been 
fent from Madras thither, and were waiting there 
\o retun^ to Europe, to whom the new man^ as he was 
called, gave the preference to any other of the fair 
fcx he had feen. — ^This early decifion made in favour 
^f our <;ountry-women, and made by one who could 

feel 
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'783* feel no prejudices, but judged by hk eye — had this 
amiable youth lived to have been much known ia 
Englandy muft have infured him the countenance 
and favour of all the ladies. 

Having no quadrupeds at Pelew, the two dogs 
left there were the only kind he had feen ; there- 
fore the flieep, goats, and other cattle which he met 
with whilft at Macoa^ were viewed with wonder. The 
^Newfoundland dogj which had been given to his 
uncle Arra Kookerj being called Sailor ^ he applied 
the word Sailor to every animal that had four legs. 
—Seeing fome horfes in a liable, he called them' 
Clow Sailor y that is. Great Sailor ; but the next day 
feeing a man pafs the houfe on horfeback, he was 
himfelf fo wonderfully altoniflied, that he wanted 
every one to go and fee the ftrange fight. He went 
afterwards to the ftables where the horfes were ; he 
felt, he ftroaked them, and was inquifitive to know 
what their food was, having found, by offering them 
fome oranges he had in his pocket, that they would 
not eat them. He was eafily perfuaded to get on 
one of their backs; and when he was informed 
what a noble, docile, and ufefiil animal it was, he 
with much earneftnefs befought the Captain to get 
one fent to his uncle Raa Kooky to whom he iaid 
he was fure it would be of great fervice. 

They were now waiting for a permit and boats to 
take them to Canton^ when Captain Churchill oU^^ 

Walpolc, 
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Walpole^ having made his paffage to China againft the ^1^- 
MonjQon^ arriving at Macoa at this time, was fo 
obliging as to accommodate them with a pafTage to 
Whampoa ; only Mr. Benger^ with five or fix of the 
men, remaining at Macoa with the Oroolong^ till (he 
ihould be difpofed of. 

During the time Lee Bpo was in the Walpde^ he 
had fufficient matter to keep all his faculties awake ; 
the furniture, tables, chairs, lamps, and the upright 
bulk4ieads, with the deck over head, were all fur- 
prifing J after his eye had in filence run over thefe 
objefts, he whifpered to Captain Wilfcn^ that Clow 
Ship was Hou/e. It is more than probable that no- 
thing, on board the Walpole efcaped his notice, as it 
was evident nothing on fliore did. — At Canton^ the 
number of houfes, the variety of Ihops, and the mul- 
titude of artificers, induced him to fey, there was a 
Tackalby for every thing. — Being at the Company's 
table, at the factory, the veffels of glafs, of various 
fliapes and fizes, particularly the glafs chandeliers, 
attra£ted his notice, — When, on looking round, he 
liirveyed the number of attendants (landing behind 
the gentlemen's chairs, he qbferved to Captain WiU 
forij that the King, his father, lived in a manner very 
different, having only a little fifli, a yam, or a cocoa- 
nut, which he eat from off a leaf, and drank out of . 
the (hell of the nut ; ^nd when his meal was finilhed, 
wiped his mouth and his fingers with a bit of cocoa- 
.nut hulk J whereas the company prefent eat a bit of 

one 
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1783- one thing, and then a bit of another, the fervant« 
' always fupplying them with a different plate, and 
different forts of veffek to drink out of. — ^He feemed 
from the firft to relifli tea ; coffee he difliked the fmell 
of, and therefore refufed h, at the fame time telling 
Captain Wilfon he would drink if if he ordered him.' — 
On their arrival at Macoa^ one of the feamen being 
much intoxicated, Lee Boo expreffed great concern, 
thinking him very ill, and applied to Mr. Sharp, the 
-furgeon, to go and fee him ; being told nothing ma- 
terial ailed him, that it was only the effefl: of liquor, 
that common people were apt to indulge in, and that 
he would foon be well, he appeared fatisfied ; but 
would never after even tafte fpirits, if any were of- 
fered him, faying, it was not drink Jit for gentlemen^ 
—As to bis eating and drinking, he was in both tem- 
perate to a degree. 

After they had been about five or fix days at Can^ 
ion, Mr. Benger, and the men who remained with 
him at M^?^e?^, accompanied by Mr. M^Intyre, came 
up in one of the country, boats to Canton. — The win- 
dow where Lee Boo was then at breakfaft looked to- 
wards the water ; the moment he got a diftant view 
of them, without faying a wprd to the Captain, or 
other perfon, he fprang from his feat, and was at the 
edge of the river before the boat* reiaehed the fliore ; 
he received them with fuch joy and eagernefs, and 
fhook their hands with fuch expreffions of affec- 
tion. 
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tion, as won their warmed regard ; he feemed impa- 17^3- 
tient till he could get them into the houfe, fearing 
that by flaying behind they had not fiared fa well as 
himfelf. 

When our people went onboard the Walpole^ Mr* 
M^Intyre had kindly undertaken to manage the bu- 
finefs of difpofing of the Oroolong ; ftie was accor- 
dingly put up to auftion, and fold for feven hundred 
Spanijh dollars. — ^It having been judged that the two 
time-pieces wonld fetch more money at Canton^ they 
were brought up there for fale, as were alfo the fur- 
geon's inftruments, they being intended as a prefent 
to^Mr. Sharp ; but the carpenter's mate objeftingto 
relinquifli his fhare in them, in confequence of his 
tools having been difpofed of, Mr. Sharp declined 
the offer ; they were therefore put up to fale at Can-* 
/o», with the time-piece, and bought by Captain W7/- 
fon^ whoprefented them to Mr. Sharps as an acknow-^v 
ledgment for his attention to, and care of, thq {hip's 
company, of whom not a fingle man had died, 
or been unable to do duty for any length of time^ 
fmce their leaving England. 

Whilft at Canton^ feveral gentlemen, who had been 
at Madagafcar^ and other places, where the throwing 
of the fpear is pradifed, and who thenifelves were in 
feme degree fkillled in the art, having exprefled z, 
wifti to fee Lee Boo perform this exercife j they at 
fembled at the hall of the factory for that purpofe.-^ 

Lee 
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»7fi3* Lee Boo did not at firft point his fpear to any parti* 

* cular objeft, but only fliook and poifed it, as is ufu- 

iilly done before the weapon is thrown from the 

hand ; this they were alfo able to do : but propofing 

to aim at fome particular point, they fixed this point 

to be a gauze cage which hung up in the hall, and 

Jiad a bird painted in the middle ; Lee Boo took up 

. his fpear with great apparent indifference, and, level* 

licfg at the little bird, ftruck it through the head, 

aftonifliing all his competitors, who, at the great dif* 

tance from whence they flung, with much difBculty 

even hit the cage. 

He was greatly pleafed with the ftone buildings 
^^d fpacious rooms in the houfes at Canton ; but th^ 
flat ceilings ftill continued to excite his wonder ; he 
often compared them with the floping thatched roofs 
at Pelewj and faid, by the time he went back he 
ihould have learnt how it was done, and would then 
tell the people there in what manner they ought to 
build, — The benefiting his country by whatever he 
faw, feemed to be the poiat to which all his obfervap 
tions were direfted. 

Being at the houfe of Mr. Freeman^ one of the 

fupracargoesj amongft the things brought in for tea 

was a fugar-difh of blue glafs, which much ftruck 

Lee Boo\ fancy. . The jqy with which he viewed it, 

induced that gentlem^i^, after tea, to .carry him into 

. another room, where there were two barrels of the 

fame 
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fame kind of blue glafs (which held about two quarts 1783* 
each) placed on brackets : his eye was again caught 
by the fame alluring colour, he looked *at them ea- 
gerly, then went away, and returned to them with 
new delight : the gentleman obferving the pleafure 
they gave him, told him he would make him a pre- 
fent of them, and that he fiiould carry them to Per 
lew ; this threw him into fuch a tranfport of joy he 
could hardly contain himfelf ; he declared them to 
be a great treafure, and that when he returned, his 
lather, Abba Thulle^ Ihoiild have them : he wilhed 
his relations at Pelew could but fee them, as he w^s 
fure they would be loft in aftoniflimentt 

As there w^re fome of the Company's fhips that 
were foon^tp fail for England ^ Captain Wilfon de- 
clined two advantageous offers of the command of 
country fliips, thinking it his duty tp embrace 
the earlieft opportunity of acquainting^ in perfon, 
the India Company, with the fate of thg Antelope^ 
and the particular circumftances attending it. 

It ftill remained for him to lay before the compa- 
nions of his adverfe fortune, a ftatement of the dif- 
ferent fales, and give to every man.an.fqual (hare 
of what they had produced j which being fettled. 
Captain Wil/on acqujainted his officers and n;ien, that 
they were now at liberty to provide for. themfelves 
as opportunity ftiould offer, at the fame time recom- 
mending to them all, but particulady his officers, to 

return 
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17^5- return to. Englandy where, he had ao doubt, but 
that the Honourable Company would recompenfe, 
in feme meafure, every individual for the bardfliips 
they had fuftained ; declaring that he felt himfelf in 
the higheft degree obliged to them for the good 
order, the unanimity, and the exc^ent condud 
they had fo cheerfully perfevered in, during the try- 
ing fcenes they had experienced together, and which 
had afforded them an opportunity of teftifying their 
zeal for the general fervice ; which it fhould he bis 
bufmefs to reprefent in fuch terms aa their whole 
behaviour truly merited. 

Mr. Sharpy who, from the time of leaving th^ 
Pelew iflands, had taken Lee Boo under his immc^ 
diate care, now refigned his charge to Captaia 
Wilfony and came home in the LafceUsy Captain 
Wakefield; the other officers and people engaged in 
diff(5rent fliips, as vacancies offered, but moft of 
the men embarked in the Tork^ Captain Blancbard; 
nor did any of them feparate without fome emo- 
tions of concern in quitting thofe companions with 
whom they had fliared fo many difficulties. 

Lee Boo embarked with Captain Wilfoh in the 
Morfej Captain yofeph Elliott ^ who, in the moft 
friendly manner, accommodated them to England. 
And, as we have now difpofed of, and difperfed all 
thofe who fof-merly compofed the complement of 
the- 4^telopey I fhall, for the prcfent, leave their 

refpefted 
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refpe£led Commander purfuing, with our young j^^^h 
Prince, his voyage to England. — Being inclined to 
hope that the charadter and conduft of thefe hither- 
to unknown people, whom I have introduced in 
die foregoing narrative, have intcrefted the reader^ 
I fliall now give fome account of the Government, 
Cuftoms, Manners, and Arts, of the Natives of 
Pe/ewj as far as I have beeii able to collect them,, 
from the different reports of the Captain, and fuch 
of his officers who have favoured me with theii? 
iommuoicationf • >, 
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C H A P T E R XXm- 

General Idea of the IJlands. — Of the King. — Of the ■ 
General.— Cy the Chief Minifter.— Cy the Ru- 
packs. — Of the Nature of Property at Pelew. • , 

X HE Pahs or Pelew iflands zte a chain of finall 
iflands, fituated between the 5th and 9th degree of 
north latitude, and between 130"* and 136® degrees 
of eaft longitude from Greenwich^ and lie in a N. E. 
and S. W. direftion : they are long but narrow, of 
a moderate, height, well covered with wood, at leaft J 
f\ich of the iflands as our people had an opportunity^ 
of feeing. They are circled on the weft fide by a 
reef of coral, of Which no end could be feen from 
any eminences they were on ; this reef in fome places 
extends five or fix leagues from the fhore, and in no 
parts that were vifited lefs than two or three. 

The reader will bear in mind that the Antelope 
was not a Ihip particularly fent out to explore undif- 
covered regions, or prepared to inveftigate the man- 
ners of mankind ; it had not on board philofophers, 
botanifts, draughtfmen, or gentlemen experienced 
in fuch fcientific purfuits as might enable them to 
examine with judgment objefts which prefcnted 
themfelves, or trace nature through all her laby- 
rinths. — ^Diftrefs threw them on thefe iflands, and 

when 
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•when there, every thought was folely occupied on 
the means of getting away, and liberating them- 
felves from a fituation of all others the mod horri- 
ble to the imagination, that of being cut off for ever 
from the fociety of the reft of the world. 

Forlorn and melancholy as their lot at firft ap- 
peared, the gloom it caft over them was foon dif- 
pelled, by finding themfelves amongft an humane 
race of men, who were fuperior to the wiffi of 
taking any advantage of their diftrefs ; who had 
hearts to feel for what our peopled fuffered ; bene- 
volence to relieve their immediate wants ; and gene- 
rofity to co-operate with them in every effort to work 
out their deliverance. — The Englijh pofleffed what 
was in their eftimation of the higheft value — iron 
and arms. The Malay wreck had, for the firft time, 
thrown in their way a few pieces of the former; 
the ufe and power of the latter had only been dif- 
covered to them by the ill fortune of our country- 
men. — ^Thefe objefts, fo defirable to them, they 
might unqueftionably have pofleffed themfelves of, 
the number of our people, capable of bearing arm«, 
being only twenty-feven, the Captain and Surgeon 
included ; but their notions of moral redtitude lay 
as a barrier againft the intrufion of fuch a thought ; 
—renouncing every advantage of power, they ap- 
proached them only with the fmiles of benevolence. 

All the varied courtefies offered to the Englijh by 
Ae natives, from whom a very different line of 

condu 
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amdu& had been apprehended, operated forcibly 
on their roinds ; and their misfortune happening at 
a moment \?hen their afliftance was very material 
for Abba TbulU?s fervice againft his enemies, this 
drcumftance foon formed a connedton, and pio-^ 
duced an unreferved intercourfe and fteady friend- 
fliip between the natives and our countryman, 
which, during the thirteen weeks they remained 
there, afforded them opportunity of obferving the 
manners ^d difpofitions of the inhabitants, and 
thereby to form fome notion of their government 
and cuftoms. — If they were not enabled to trace the 
current of power through all its various channels, 
their obfervations could purfue it to the fountain- 
head, from whence the whole feemed to take its 
rife \ and it appeared beyond a doubt that the chief 
authority was lodged in the perfon of 

ABBA THULLE, THE KING. 

At Felew the King was the firft perfon in tbc 
government. He appeared to be confidered as the 
father of his people ; and, though ^ivefted of all 
external decorations of royalty, had every mark of 
diftindion paid to his perfon. — His Rupacks or 
Chiefs approached him with the greateft refpeft} 
and his common fubjeds, whenever they paffed near 
him, or had occafion to addrefs him, put their hand« 
behind them, and crouched towards the ground j . 
•—even if they were pafling any houfe or place 

where 
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where the King was fuppofed to bCj they humiliated 
themfelves in the fame manner, till they had got 
beyond his probable prefence, when they refum- 
ed their ufual mode of walking. On all occafions 
the behaviour of Jbba Thulle appeared gentle and 
gracious, yet always full of dignity ; he heard what- 
ever his fubjedts had to fay to him, and, by his 
affability and condefcenfion, never fuffered them to 
go away diffatisfied. — ^This perfonage, however great 
he was held at Pelew^ was not underftood by our 
people to poffefs a fovereignty over all the iflands 
which came within their knowledge. — ^The Rupacks 
oiEmungSj Emillegue, and Artingall^ and the Rupack 
Maath^ were independent in their own territories'.— 
Yet Abba Thulle had feveral iflands over which he 
ruled ; and all the obfervations that follow are folely 
confined to his government, though it is not impro- 
bable that the other iflands might have much fimili- 
tude in their fyftcm. 

Upon all occurrences of moment, he convened 
the Rupacks ?Lnd officers of fliate ; their councils were 
always held in the open air, upon the fquare pave- 
ments which have fa frequently been mentioned in 
the foregoing narrative, where the King firft ftated 
the bufinefs upon which he had aflembled them, and 
fubmitted it to their confideration ; each Rupack 
prefent delivered his opinion, but without rifing 
from his feat : when the matter before them was fet- 
tled, the King, ftanding up, put an end to the coun- 

X cil.~ 



ay a. 



AN ACCOUNT OF 

cil.— After which they often entered into lamiliat 
converfation, and fometimes chatted together for 
an hour after their bulinefs was difpatched. 

When any mellage was brought to the King, 
whether in council or elfewhere, if it came by one 
of the common people, it was delivered at fomc 
diftance, in a low voice, to one of the inferior i?tf- 
packs ; who, bending in an humble manner, at the 
King's fide, delivered the meffage in a low tone of 
voice, with bis face turned afide. — ^His commands 
appeared to be abfolute; though he afted in no 
important bufinefs without the advice of his Chiefs. 
In council there was a particular flone on which the 
King fat ; the other Rupacks did not always take the 
fame place, feating themfelves fometimes on his 
right hand and fometimes on bis left. 

Every day in the afternoon the King, whether 
he was at Felew^ or with the Englijh at Oroolong^ 
went to fit in public, for the purpofe of hearing any 
requefts, or of adjufting any difference or difpute 
which might have arifen among his fubjefts» 

As thefe people had but little property to create 
diffenfion, and no lawyers to foment animofity, it 
is probable that the immutable boundaries of right 
and wrong were perfeftly underflood, and not often 
violated ; whenever they were, the offending party 
received the King's cenfure, which expofed them to 
general fliame ; a fentence, to uncorrupted minds, 
far more fevere than any penal inftitution. — ^They 

could 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. a^j 

could not recur to the dubious conftruftion of five 
hundred laws, vaguely conceived, and worfe un- 
derftood j under the obfcurity of which, in civi- 
lized countries, the artful villain too often takes 
fhelter, and the injured fit down more oppreffed, 
— ^Happy for them, they were ignorant of that 
cafuiftry and refinement which can argue vice 
into virtue! nor were acquainted with the lau- 
danum of rhetoric, whofe property will occafionally 
benumb and lay dormant the power of common 
underftandings!— They had no conception that 
there exifted poliflied nations, where it was infi- 
nitely more expenfive to fue for juftice than to 
fubmit to fraud and oppreflion! — nations where 
men^s oaths only, not men's words ^ were credited! 
and where there were found wretches who dared 
attack the properties and lives of their fellow- 
ciuzens, by affertions of fal/hood, whilft they fo- 
lemnly and impioufly invoked the God of Heaven 
to atteft their truth ! — Born the children of Na- 
ture, and fecluded from the corruption of ihe 
world, her laws were their general guide. — ^Their 
Teal wants were few, and they faw nothing to ex- 
cite artificial ones. — Ev^ry one feemed to be oc- 
cupied with their own humble purfuits; and, as 
far as our people, in a ftay of three months with 
the natives, could decide, appeared to condu£^ 
themfclves toward each other with great civility* 
and benevolence J for they never obferved any 
X 2 wrangling 
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wrangling or open paffion. — ^Even when children 
were difputing or fighting, they ftrongly marked 
their difpleafure, by ftifiing with rebuke their little 
impetuofities. 

THE GENERAL. 

The next in power was the King's brother, Ran 
Kookj officially General of all his forces. — It was his 
duty to fummon the Rupacks to attend the King, 
on whatever expedition or purpofe they were called ; 
but though Raa Kook aded as Commander in Chief, 
yet all the executive orders came from the King, 
whenever he attended in perfon, as fully appeared 
when they went on the fecond expedition to Artiri' 
gaily where the canoes attendant on the King convey- 
ed to the General all the refolutions which he thought 
advifeable to adopt. — The General, as the King's 
-next brother, was his prefumptive heir ; the fuccef- 
fion of Pelew not going to the King's children, till 
it had paffed through the King's brothers j fo that 
after th<i demife of Abba Thulle^ the fovereignty 
would have defcended to Raa Kook^ on his demife 
to Jrra Kookcr, and, on the death of this laft bro- 
ther, it would have reverted to the eldeft fon of 
Abba T/julle ; on which contingency, ^i J5/7/ being 
the prefumptive heir, would, during, the reign of 
his laft furviving uncle, have become of courfe the 
hi^reditary General; as Lee Boo would when the 
fovereignty had fallen to his elder brother. 

THE 
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THE MINISTER. " 

The King was always attended by a particular 
Chief, or Rupack^ who did not appear to poffefs 
any hereditary office, but only a delegated au- % 
thority. — He was always near the King's perfon, 
and the Chief who was firft confulted : but whe- 
ther his office was religious or civil, or both, our • 
people could not learn with any • certainty. — He 
was not confidered as a warrior, nor ever here 
arms; and had only one wife, whereas the other 
Rupacks: had two. — The Englijh were never in- 
vited to his houfe, or introduced into it, although 
they were condufted to almoft all thofe of the 
Pther Chiefs, 

THE RUPACKS. 

This clafs, though confiderable in number, coul4 
only be regarded as Chiefs, or, to defcribe them 
by European notions, might be denominated the 
nobles : they were not all of the fame degree, as- 
was diftingqifhable hw a difference in the Bone 
they wore; fome wei^ created whilft our peo- 
ple were there, after the fecond engagement at 
^rtingal/.-^^Thcfe marks of honour were conferred 
fplely by the King, in the manner already defcrib- 
(?d, vhen Captain Wilfon was invefted with the 
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higheji Order of the Bone •. — ^The principal RupaAi 
generally attended the King, and were always ready 
at bis command, to accompany him on any expedi- 
tion, with a number of canoes, properly manned, 
and armed with darts and fpears, who were to re- 
main with hini till they had his permiffion to return 
home with their dependants. — Though in this part 
of their government we trace an outline of the 
feudal fyftem, yet, from the very few opportunities 
9ur people could have of inveftigating points of 
internal government, it appeared to them that the 
titles of Rupacks were perfonal badges of rankand 
diftindion, nor did they apprehend they were here- 
ditary honours, unlefs in the reigning family, who 
muft of neceffity be of this clafs ; therefore, as to 
the extent of the power or privileges ol^^Rupcuk'i 
I conceive it far better to leave thefe matters to fu- 
ture difcoveries (fhould any hereafter be made) than 
to obtrude opinions on a fubjefk that might turn out 
to be fallacious. — ^Thus much feemed certain, that 
all thofe of the firft order were fummoned to Alh 
Thulle^s councils, paid him on every occafion a vifi- 
ble obedience, and were thcmfelves much refpefted 
by the reft of the people. 

* The form of the Bone of the hlgheft Order is fi j^cd in jJata 
IV. fig. 3. Our people never knew what animal this was a bone 
of; but, by fubmitting the infpedion of it to the beft authority 
in this country, it is fuppofed to be part of the bone of a whale, 
or fcjne animal of that fpecles. 

PROPERTY. 
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PROPERTY. 

Confidering that during the time our people re- 
mained on thefe iflands, their minds were principally 
engaged by their own concerns, it will hardly be fup» 
pofed they had much leifure to inveftigate a fubje£b 
of this nature.— As far as they could obtain intelli- 
gence on this point, they underftood that the natives 
only poffeffed a property in their work and labour, 
but no abfolute one in the foil, of which the King 
appeared to be general proprietor* — A man*s houfe, 
furniture, or canoe, was confidered as his private 
property ; as was alfo the land allotted him, as long 
as he occupied and cultivated it ; but whenever he 
removed with his family to another place, the ground 
he held reverted to the King, who gave it to whom 
he pleafed, or to thofe who folicited to cultivate it* 
Every family occupied fome land for' their mainte- 
liance, neceffity impofed this labour on them j and 
the portion of time which they could fpare from 
providing for their natural wants, pafled in the 
exercife of fuch little arts, as, while they kept them 
Jnduftrioujs and aftive, adminiftered to their conve* 
pjence and comfort. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Of the Produce of Pelew, and of the Way of Life if 
tire Natives. 

PRODUCE. 

HvERY part of the ifland called Coorooraa, of 
which Pelew was the Capital (as far as our people 
had opportunities of making obfervationsj fcemedto 
bear the marks of induftry and good cultivation.— 
All the iflands which our people faw were well cover- 
ed with trees of various kinds and fize, fome of 
them being very large, as may eafily be conceived 
by their canoes made out of trunks, which, when 
of the largeft dimenfions, were C2q)able of carrying 
twenty-eight or thirty men. — They had a great va- 
riety of timber-trees, among which was noticed the 
Ebony, and a tree, that, being pierced or wounded 
by a gimblet, there ran from it a thick white liquid, 
of the confiftence of cream. — ^They had alfo a fpe- 
cies of the Mancbineel tree, in cutting down of 
which our people ufed to get bliftered and fwelled ; 
the inhabitants pointed out the caufe, faying, that 
it was owing to their being fprinkled by the fap of 
this tree, — This they reckoned among the unlucky 

trees, 
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trees, and advife4 our people ^gainft the ufe of it. 
-—But the moft fingular tree noticed at Pelewy was 
onej in fize and in its manner of branching, not 
vinlike our Cherry-tYce^ but in its leaves i-efembling 
the Myrtle, Its peculiarity was, that it had no 
bark, having only an outward coat of about the 
thicknefs of a card, darker than the infide, though 
equally clofe in texture ; the colour of the interior 
part being nearly that of mahogany, and fo extreme- 
ly hard, that few of the tools which the Englifh had 
could work it, the wood breaking their edge> almoft 
every moment \ a circumftance which, very early 
in the conftruftion of their veffel, determined our 
people againft the ufe of it.— They had alfo the 
Cabbage-tree ; and a tree whofe fruit nearly refem- 
bled an almond * ; the Carambola ; and the wild 
Bread fruit, called by the natives RiamalL — ^Yams f 
and cocoa-nuts being the chief article of fuftenance, 
were attended to with the utmoft care ; the former 
were of the grey mottled kind ; the latter were in 
large plantations, affording both food and (hade,— r- 
The beetle-nut they had in abundance, and made 
great ufe of it, though only when green ; contrary 
to the praftice of the people of fndiaj who never 
ufe it but when dry. — ^They pofleffed Plantains and 
Bananas^ Seville oranges and lemons; neither of 
thefe were in any confiderable quantity ; therefore 

* terminalia catappa ofLiNNJEUS, 
f Arum efcukntum of L i n n ^e u s • 

only 



30O AN ACCOUNT OF 

only produced on vifits, or occafions of more than 
common ceremony, — ^To thefe. may b^ added, the 
jamboo-apple, mentioned in page 257, as brought 
when Lee Boo firft appeared. — ^This country pro- 
duced fome fugar-cane, and great abundance of the 
bamboo ; likewife the Turmeric^ which the natives 
ufed as a dye, and with which the women ftained 
their fkins. — They have ochre, both red and yellow, 
with which they paint their houfes and canoes. 

None of the iflands the Englijh vifited had any 
kind of grain j nor any quadruped whatever, ex* 
cept fome brownifh grey rats, which ran wild in 
the woods, and three or four meagre cats, which 
were feen in fome houfes at Pelew^ probably brought 
on fome drift or part of a canoe of other iflands, 
wrecked on the reef. — This might excite them to 
admire fo much the two dogs our people left with 
them, which unluckily were both males. 

As to birds, they had plenty of common cocks 
and hens, which, though they were not domefti- 
cated, but ran about the woods, yet loved to get 
near their houfes and plantations ; and, what will 
appear Angular (confidering their little variety of 
food) they had never made ^ny ufe of them, till our 
people faw them, and told the natives they were 
excellent to eat. — ^The Englijh^ at the defir^ oiAbba 
'J'huUe^ killed fomcj^ and boiled them ; the King was 
the firft who tafted them ; he thought them good, 
and frequently partook of them afterwards^ fo that 

our 
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Our people put tbem in poffeffion of a new difti ; the 
men appeared pleafed at feeing them killed, and 
would go out on purpofe to drive them in their way. 
Though the natives had not till now made thefe 
birds an article of food, yet, when they went into 
the woods, they frequently eat their eggs ; but they 
did not admire them for being newly laid ; the lux- 
ury to them was, when they could fwallow an im* 
perfeft chicken in the bargain* — ^Pigeons they had 
alfo in the woods. — At the time of breeding, they 
took the young from the neft, and brought them up 
near their houfes, keeping them on a perch tied by 
one leg, and feeding them on yams ; this bird was 
accounted a great dainty, as we have had occafion 
to fee, by its being fo fparingly ufed, and none, but 
thofe of a certain dignity, permitted to eat thereof. 
*— The people of Pelev> were wonderfully aftive and 
expert in climbing up trees in queft of thefe nefts, 
or any thing elfe that was ?in objeft of their purfuit. 
Thefe which I have mentioned, were the only birds 
they ufed to eat. — Our people left them two geefe, 
the only remains of their live ftock. 

Several birds were feen flying about, whofe plu- 
mage appeared to be extremely beautiful, ' but they 
probably might be of the fame kinds as are found in 
different countries between the tropics.— The iflands 
had alfo feveral fmall birds, whofe notes were very 
melodious, particularly one which ufed to fing every 
morning and evening, and had a pipe fweet as a fla- 

gelet ; 
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gclet ; our people often thought they were uader 
the "Very tree whence the notes of this little bird 
came, yet none of them were ever certain they had 
feen it. 

They had a variety of fifh, befide the fort I hayc 
already defcribed (page 123); and feveral finaller 
kinds, of very beautiful colours and a variety of 
fhapes, particularly one to which the Englijh gave the 
name of the Unicorn^ from a horn growing out of its 
forehead ; its Ikin was rough, like a fmall ihark or 
dog'fijh^ which it alfo refembled in fhape and colouTt 
, They had the grey mullet, which they crimped, and 
frequently eat raw. They kill the fhark, whentbey 
chance to come within the coral reef; this they do 
by fpearing them, and afterwards getting ropes round 
them, then, dragging them on fliore ; the flefh of the 
fiiark was efteemed by them as very delicate. They 
had alfo feveral kinds of fhell-filh ; fuch as the fe^ 
cray-fi{h, of the fame fort as in the Mediterraman 
and other European coafts : — ^and turtle, which the 
natives boiled, and feemed to admire. They had 
befide oyfters, mufcles, and a variety of cockles, pa^ 
ticularly the Kima cockle * ; this they freauently got 
by diving, at which the natives were amazingly ex- 
pert ; they would fometimes dive down in fix oy 
feven fathom water, and if the fhell was very large, 
two of them would contrive to bring it up between 
them* This fifli they commonly eat raw, 

* Chama G'tgoi of Linnjcus« 

The 
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The iflands of Pelew, when viewed from the fea', 
exhibited high rugged land, well covered with wood. 
The interior part was in many places mountainous, 
b"ut the vallies were extenfive and beautiful, fpread- 
ing before the eye many delicious profpefts. The 
foil was in general rich j they had a great deal of 
grafs, which, having no cattle whatever to eat down, 
grew high, and was fcorched and burnt up by the 
heat of the fun. Our people faw no river at Pelew j 
their fupplies of frefli water being from fmall flre^ms 
and ponds, of which there were many. The chief 
fource at Oroolongj was the well at the back of the 
ifland, which afforded the Englijh fufficient for their 
ufe whilft they remained there, and enough to wa- 
ter their veffel for their voyage, by collefting it daily 
in cafks till they had obtained as much as they flood 
in need of. 

OF THEIR WAY OF LIVING. 

From the above actount of the fcanty produce 
of thefe iflands, it mufl be evident that no luxury 
reigned in them. To their ufual mode of living, 
on particular occafions they added fome fweetmeats, 
which they obtained by the aid of a fyrup extrafted 
cither from the palm-tree, or the fugar-cane (which 
grows fpontaneous) and with which alfo they made 
their fweet-drink. Their fweetmeats were of three 
forts ; — the firfl, and the one that was mofl plenti- 
ful, was made of the kernels of old cocoa nuts, 

fcraped 
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fcraped into a coarfe kind of flour, then mixed with 
the fyrup, and fimmered over a flow fire till it be- 
came of a proper confiflience, and whilfl: warm was 
put up in leaves ; it acquired fuch hardnefs by keep- 
ing, that a knife would hardly cut it ; the natives 
called it Woolell^ and was the fame our failors deno- 
minated Choak Dog. — The fecond fort was made of 
the fruit already mentioned as refembling the almond, 
not bruifed, but whole, boiled in the fame manner, 
and put in leaves. — ^The third was a wee fweetmeat, 
clear and tranfparent ; this was uncommon, but was 
made at Captain WilforCs Coming away, and prefent- 
ed to him in the fame large tureen of wood which 
"was brought out on his firft viflt to the King. A}h 
ha Thulle^ when he prefented it, faid, that he gave 
him the tureen * , but that his wives had pre- 
pared the fweetmeat on purpofe for him. On the 
Captain's noticing that it appeared different from 
any of the forts he had feen before, and wifliing to 
know of what it was made, ^Raa Kook difpatched 
a man, who in an hour returned with two frefli- 
gathered plants ; from the root of them this fweet- 
meat was made, which in fliape, fize, and colour, 
refembled a common turnip ; its leaves were three 
feet and upwards in length, but narrow and green fj 

♦ Our people could never learn the name by wjiich the natives 
called this velTel, of which one only was feen, and therefore have 
termed it a tureen, as refembling it in form. 

f It was probably the Tacca p'mnatlfida of Linnjeus. 

Captaitt 
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Captain Wilfon was going to tafte a bit of the root 
raw, but they would not fu£Fer him, fignifying that 
it was not good, by fpitting, as if they had fome* 
thing unpleafant in their mouth. This fweetmeat 
did not keep fo well as the other two forts, grow- 
ing foon four. — ^They had alfo a method of fcraping 
the kernel of the cocoa-nut into a pulp, which 
when mixed with fome of their fweet drink, and , 

the juice of the four orange, had the appearance 
of curds and whey. 

Their mode of preferving fifh, when there was 
plenty, fo that it would keep a day or two, has 
been fully explained in page 190. Some of the 
other forts of fifh they boiled in falt-water, and 
eat without any kind of fauce ; they alfo boiled 
the fea cray-fifli ; but the fmaller fort of (hcll-filh, 
and the Kima Cockle^ they ufually eat raw, fqueez- 
ing only a little orange or lemon juice over it; 
and the grey mullet (though they fometimes boiled 
it) yet was more commonly eaten raw : as foon as 
caught, they cleaned and crimped it, then laid it 
about an' hour in the fun to harden, by which time ^ 
it was fully dreft to their tafte. 

They had no fait, nor did they make ufe of fauce 
or feafoning in any thing they eat, 'Their drink 
was as fimple as their diet : at their meals, the milk 
of the cocoa-nut was their ufual beverage; they 
very feldom drank water, and indeed fo very little 
of any thing, that it was a matter of furprize to 

our 
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our people, who conftantly obferved it ; yet on vifits, 
or occafional rejoicings, they appeared to relilh their 
fweet drink, and fherbet, which latter had only the 
addition of fome juice of orange. 

They rofe in general at day-light, and as foon as 
ihey were up, both men and women went to bathe in 
frefli water : they had feparate bathing-places ; and 
every man whofe bufmefs led him near thofe appro- 
priated to the women, was obliged to make fome 
particular halloo, which, if anfwered by a female 
voice, he could not go on, but either turned ano- 
ther way, or waited till the women who were bath- 
ing had left the water. 

About eight o'clock was their hour of breakfaft- 
ing ; after which, if there was ^ny couilcil to be 
held, the King met his Chiefs, and the common 
people went to their different occupations ; at noon 
they dined ; and fupped foon after funfet, ufualty 
retiring to reft two hours after. Though this was 
their common way of living, yet on occafions of 
pubKc rejoicing or feftivity, they would dance the 
great eft part of the night. 

They had no method, that was obferved, of 
meafuring time but by the height of the fun. — ^^Iheir 
feafons were divided into the wet and dry, as in 
other tropical countries. They had fome knowledge 
of the ftars, having names for fever al of them, 
which they pointed out to our people. 

Every 
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Every part of the Pelew iflands, that the Englijh 
vifited, appeared populous, though to what extent 
of population they could never afcertain ; but pro- 
bable conjeOiure might be formed, from Abba ThuU 
le and his allies having fent out, in the laft expedi- 
tion againft Pelelew^ near four thoufand men j nor 
had our people reafon to fuppofe but that there were 
many more left behind equally fit for fervice : even 
had the occafion required it, perhaps their number 
of canoes might not have been adequate to carry 
to battle near their full ftrength. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Of their Hou/es. — Their domejiic Implements. — Tbeif 
Weapons of War, — Their Canoes, 



THEIR HOUSES. 



t> 



HEIR houfes were raifed about three feet from 
the ground, placed on large ftones, which appeared 
as if cut from the qiiany, being thick and oblong ; 
on thefe pedeftals the foundation beams were laid, 
from whence fprang the upright fupports of their 
fides, which were crofled by other timbers grooved 
together, and faftened by wooden pins ; the inter-* 
mediate fpaces clofely filled up with bamboos sflid 
palm-leaves, which they platted fa clofely and artifi-< 
cially as ta ke^p their habitations warm and ex- 
clude all wet ; and their being raifed from the ground 
preferved them from any humidity. The floors 
were in general made of very thick plank, a fpaci^ 
of an mch ot two being left between many of them^r 
But in fome of the houfes they were compofed o^ 
large bamboos fplit, which being perpetually trod*-? 
den over, rendered them very flippery.-— The interior 
part of the houfe was without any divifion, the whole 
forming one great room. — la general, the fire-place 

iiood 
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ftood about the middle of it, funk lower than th^ 
floor, with no timber below it, the whole fpace be- 
ing filled up with hard rubbifh. Theii* fires werd 
in common but fmall, being moftly ufed to boil 
their yams, and to keep up a little flame at night to 
clear away the dews, and fmoke the mofquitoes.— 
iTheir windows came to the level of the floor, and 
ferved both for doors and windows, having flepping- 
ftones at all of them to enter by ; to prevent any 
inconvenience ffom wind or rain, which fo many 
aperttire^ might bccafion, each of them had a bam^ 
boo frame or fhutter, interwoven as the fides of the 
houfes were, which Aiding on balmboo rods^ were 
eafily |[ipt on one fide when any body wanted to go 
in of out.— ^On the top of the upright fides beams 
^ere laid acrofs, from whence fprang the roof, 
which jK^as pointed like otlr barns, the whole infide 
being clear ; ^ this made their houfes within very 
lofty and airy; the outfideof the roof was thatched 
very thick and clofe with bamboos or palm-leaves. 
—This was the general form of their houfes,; fome 
of which were from fixty to eighty feet in length, 
but thefe were appropriated to public tifes, fuch as 
meetings of bufmefs, or feftivity ; at other times 
they ferved the natives to aflemble and chat toge* 
ther, when the women ufually brought their work, 
and joined in the converfation. Thofe which were 
tnore properly domeftic habitations, were the fame 
Y a bo*^ 
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both in ihape and texture, though lefs in dimenfion. 
— It was remarked, that the family kept on one fide 
of the central fire-place, and the fervants on the 
other. 

OF THEIR DOMESTIC IMPLEMENTS. 

IN a country where no aid could be obtained 
from the affi fiance of iron tools, and where every 
thing which was convenient and ufeful could only 
be produced by much time, labour, and patience, 
and at lafl: fafliioned by fuch poor means as necef- 
fity, ftimulating invention, by flow degrees brought 
about, it will not be expeded that their domeftic 
implements would be numerous. 

Among the things moft effential to their idea of 
. comfort, were little balke.ts, which they ajw^ys car- 
^^^'fg* ried about with them ; they had different fprts^ fcflC 
' ^ 'of them were of very nice texture, woven- "ito® 
flips of the plantain leaf. In thefe they ufua|% car- 
ried their beetle nut, their comb, and their ):nife 
nor did they omit having a little twinq iii it, to tifl 
up any thing they might want to kef^ t»3gethei 
See plate They had alfo wooden baflcets- with c'^vers, ver] 
^. ^'- 3- nicely carved, and inlaid with ihells.* The^ the] 

hung up in their houfes, for ufe and decor^ti^. 

See phte Their beft: kilives were formed of a piece, fl^ tb< 

Ill'fg^^ large mother of pearl oyfter-fliell, ground. WtJTO^ 

and the outward ftde a little poliflied.-^t%e fo^ 
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more common was made of a piece of fome mufcle- 
fliell, or. of a fplit bamboo, which they Iharpen to an 
edge, and render exceedingly ferviceable. 

Their combs were formed of the orange-tree ; the ^^^ p^^te 
handle and teeth fafhioned from the folid wood, and 
not in feparate pieces clofely connefted together 
like thofe brought from mod of the late-difcovered 
iflands* 

No man ftirred abroad without his bafket of bee- 
tle-nuL — ^The common order o/ people had a fhort 
piece of bamboo, in which they carried the powder- 
ed chinam, to ftrew over the beetle-nut before they 
put it in their mouths* The Riipacks or great people 
had their chinam in a long flender bamboo, nicely 
poliflied, and inlaid with pieces of fhells at each 
end ; and thefe were often not inelegantly fancied. 

Their fiihing-hooks were of tortoife-fliell. Their See plate 
twines, their cords, and all their fi(hing-nets, were ^^* -fi^' ^' 
Well manufadured, and made from the huiks of 
the cocoa-nut. The mats on which they flept, and 
threw over them when at reft, were formed of the 
plantain leaf. 

At their meals they generally ufed a plantain-leaf 
inftead of a plate ; the (hell of the cocoa-nut ferving 
as a cup to drink out of, which they fometimes 
polifhed very nicely. They made alfo veffels of a 
kind of earthen-ware, of a reddifli brown colour, 
and moftly of an oval fhape. In thefe they heated 

their ^ 



3ifl AN ACCOUNT OP 

their water, and boiled their fifb, yams, &c.— Our 
people obferved the natives were particularly care- 
ful of this pottery, never permitting any of it to ap^ 
proach the fire unlefs gradually, and always moving 
it with great caution ; from which circumftances it 
is probable they have not yet been able to difcover a 
method of burning it fufliciently. 

A bundle of cocoa-nut hulks, tied together, form^ 
ed a broom, to duft or fweep their habitations. — 
The only conveniency they had of keeping water 
in their houfes, or bringing it from th^r fprings, 
was ix\, thick bamboos, that had a bore of five or fix 
inches diameter; thefe they placed upright, and 
ftooped them when they wanted to pour any out, 
being at the upper end lipped fo as to form a kind of 
fpout. 

Their hatchets were not unlike thofe of the South 
Sea ifland?, of which fo many have been feen in Eng- 
land } the blade part being made of the ftrongell 
part qf the large Kima Cockle^ ground to a fharp 
II. J^- 2. edge.^-But they \yere happy to adopt iron, when it 
had been given to them. 

They had alfo another kind of hatchet, which was 
fprmed in a manner to move rpund in a groove, that 
the edge might aft longitudinally or tranfverfely, 
by which it would ferye ^s a hatchet or an adze, as 
occafion required.-7Un<;outh as their hatchets might 
appear to our people, it was a matter of furprize, to 
pbferve in Jiow little a time the natives were a.ble to 

fell 
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fell a tree with them, though not without breaking 
"fereral. 

The things which I have above mentioned were 
fuch as their natural wants required ; when thefe had 
been provided againft, ingenuity thereto fuperadded 
a few articles, which might in thefe iflands be deemr 
ed luxuries. The fhell of the tortoife was there re- 
markably beautiful, and the natives of Pelew had 
^fcovered the art of moulding it into little trays or 
difixes, and into fpoons, with which, on particular See plate 
; #«cafion8, they cat their fifli and yams. — Some of^^'-^^'^' 
^J|he great ladies had alfo bracelets of the fame manu- 

^'^ ° . See plate 

urc, and ear-nngs mlaid with (hells. ^/-A- 2. 

How they conceived this art of working the tor- pj^/^/rt 
ife-fhell^ or the idea of improving^on a natural ad- 'Jg- 3- 




tage, or what procefs they made ufe of to effeft 
, our people had no opportunity of difcovering. ' 
On days /of public feftivity, there was ufually 
^ brought out the veflTel mentioned in, page 101, and 
there figured as reprefenting a bird, the top of which 
lifted off, forming its back. It contained about 
thirty-fix Englijh quarts ; and was filled with fweet 
drink for the King and his Rupacks. This was 
Abba Thulle*s property ; and when one confiders it 
as the "work of fo much time and patience (and the 
more eftimable, as being the only veflel of the kind 
in their country) the King's giving it to Captain 
W^lfon at his departure, as already mentioned, was 
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an additional proof of the liberality of thefe people, 
who were ready to dived themfelves even of what 
they moft valued, to give to their friends. 

THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR. 

I 

The principal weapons ufed in their batdes were 
fpears ; they were commonly about twelve feet long, 
formed of the bamboo, with the pointed end made 
of fome wood exceedingly hard ; they were barbed 
tranfverfely, fo that, having once entered the body, 
it was difficult to draw them out without lacerat- 
ing the flefli, and widening to a great degree the 
wound. 

Another war-weapon was the dart and fling. — 
The fling was a piece of wood about two feet in 
length, with a notch made in it, wherein the head 
of the dart was fixed. — ^I'he dart was of bamboo, 
pointed with an extreme hard and heavy kind of 
wood, like the fpear, which they comprefled with 
their hand, till the elafticity of the bamboo had 
formed fuch a curve as experience told them would 
reach the objeft aimed at j then letting it flip from 
the notch, it flew forth, and fell by its gravitation 
i^ith the point downward, fo as to effed the purpofe 
of being defl:ru£live if it fell upon the enemy. — It is 
hardly to be conceived with what addrefs they di- 
refted this weapon, or the diftance at which it would 
prove mortal. Their fpears were only calculated 

for 



^ 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 315 

for a certain diftance, not being in general miffible 
beyond fifty or fixty feet. — ^They had other fpears 
about eighteen feet long, which were only ufed 
when they came to clofe quarters with the enemy. 

,When they went to battle, feme of the Rupacks 
carried in their canoes a kind of fword, made of 
very hard wood, and inlaid with, parts of fhells ; 
this they only made ufe of in perfonal engagement ; fl^ f^^^ 
they were of fufficient weight to cleave a man's Ikull. 

' Our people faw a very few daggers, made of the 
ftingof the Ray-jijh^ which is jagged all- upwards 
from the point ; they Iheathed them in a bamboo, 
and their handles were of wood, formed into fome 
" grotefque fliape ; the whole length of the weapon See phtt 
uot exceeding thirteen inches. r ^fg- i- 

THEIR CANOES, 

As their battles were generally fought in canoes, 
tbefe may with propriety follow the account of their 
warlike implements. 

They were, like mod other canoes, made from ' 
the trunk of a tree dubbed out ; but our people, 
who had often feen veflels of this fort in many other 
countries, thought thofe of Pelew furpafled in neat- 
nefs and beauty any they had ever met with elfe.- 
where ; the tree out of which they were formed grew 
to a very confiderable height, and refembled much 
thtEngliJh A(h. — ^They were painted red, both within 

an4 
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and without*, and inlaid with fbells in different 
forms. — When they went out in ftate, the heads and 
(lems were adorned with a variety of (hells ftning 
on a cord, and hung in feftoons. — ^The fmalleft 
veflel that they built could hold four or five people, 
the largeft were able to contain from twenty-five to 
thirty. — ^They carried an outrigger, but only on one 
fide; and ufed latine fails made of matting. — ^As 
they were not calculated to refift a very rough fea, 
they rarely went without the coral reef, and feldom, 
within it, had any violent fea to encounter, when- 
ever it blew hard the natives always kept clofe un- 
der fliore. — ^In vifits of ceremony, when the King or 
the great Rupacks approached the place where they 
intended to land, the rowers flourifhed their paddles 
with wonderful addrefs, and the canoes advanced 
with a ftately movement ; at other times they got oq 
with an amazing velocity. — ^When they went againft 
Artingallj the little c^tnoes, which our people term-! 

* As their mode of applying their paint was uncommon, It 
may merit being particularly defcribed : — The colours arc ctubv 
bled with the hand into water, whilft it is warming over a gentle 
lire in earthen pots ; they carefully ikim from the fur^e what- 
ever dry leaves or dirt may float on the top. \ when they find It 
fufficiently thick, they apply it warm, and let it dry upon the 
wood: the next day they rub it well over with cocoa-nut oil j 
and, with the dry hufk of the cocoa-nut, give it, by repeated 
riibbing, a polifh and liability that the waves cannot wa(h off. 
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tA frigates^ as carrying orders from the King to his 
officers, flew about like arrows, and fcarceiy feem- 
ed to touch the water. — ^In the grand expedition to 
Pelelewy where a fleet of upwards of three hundred 
c^oes, of different fizes, were collefted together, 
they formed a mpfl: befiutiful and fplendid appear-? 
?^Rce. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXVL 

Of the People and their Cufloms. — Of their Marria-^ 
ges. — 0/ their Funerals, — Of their Religion. — Ge- 
neral Charader of the Natives. 

A H E natives of thefe iflands are a fltout, well- 
made people, rather above the middle ftature ; their 
complexions are of a far deeper colour than what is 
underftood by the Indian copper, but not black.— 
Their hair is long and flowing, rather difpofed to 
curl, which they moftly form into one large loofe 
curl round their heads ; fome of the women, who 
have remarkably long hair, let it fall loofe down 
their backs. — It has already been obferved, that the 
men were entirely naked ; the women wore only 
two little aprons, or rather thick fringes, one before 
and one behind, about ten inches deep and feven 
wide ; thefe were made of the hufks of the cocoa- 
nut dripped into narrow flips, which they dyed with 
^ ^, diflferent fhades of yellow: this, their only drefs, 
V.fg. 4. they tied round their waifts, commonly with apiece 
of line, though fuch as were of higher rank ufeda 
firing of fome kind of beads ; the one figured in 
plate VLfg. i^ was of a coarfe fort of cornelian, 
and was worn by Erre Befs ; who underftanding 
that Captain Wilfon had a daughter, gave it to Mr. 

H.Wilfoh 
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JI. WilfoTiy before his departure, as a prefent for his 
fifter. ^ ■ 

Both men and women were tatooed, or, as they 
call it, melgothed ; this operation took place, as our 
people conceived^ at a certain period of youth, they 
having never feen any children of either fex marked 
by it. — The men had their left ear bored, and the 
women bpth ; a few of the firfl: wore beads in the 
perforated ear, the latter put either fome leaf 
through, or an ear-ring of tortoife-fhell inlaid. The 
cartilage between the noftrils was alfo bored, in 
both fexe;^, through which they frequently put a 
little fprig or bloflbm of fome plant or (hrub that 
accidentally caught their fancy *. 

When the men and women grew up, their teeth 
wer^ blacked ; this was done by the means of fome 
dye ; our people, whilft they remained at Pelewy 
had no opportunity of feeing how the effect was pro- 
duced, underftaiiding only it was an operation that 
was both tedious and painful; but it was after- 
wards fully explained by Lee Boo to Captain Wilfon^ 
on his paffage to England. — At Saint Helena^ Lee 
Boo appeared much delighted at finding fome ground- 

* Perhaps it Is owing to the defire of having the fcent of 
fiowers, without the Inconvenience of holding them, that the 
Eajlern people bore the cartilage between the noftrils. The com- 
mon people in Italy alfo v/ear fweet-fmelling flowers ftuck behind 
the ear, in fuch a manner as to fall on the face, that they may 
enjoy their fragrance when working or walking. 

fd. 
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fel, and chewing it, rubbed his teeth with it—* 
Captain Wil/on telling him it wajj not good to eatj 
he gave him to underftand that they had it at Pelew, 
and ufed it, with four other herbs, bniifed together 
and mixed with a little chinam into a pafte, which 
was applied to the teeth every morning, in order to 
dye them black ; the patients lying with their heads 
upon the floor, and letting the faliva run out of their 
mouths.— At night, he faid, the pafte was taken 
away, and they were permitted to eat a little.— The 
fame procefs was repeated the day following, and 
five days were neceflary to complete the operation^ 
•— Ltf^ Boo defcribed it as a thing which gave them 
a great ^deal of trouble, and made them extremely 
fick. 

Both fexes were very expert at fwimming, and 
appeared to be as perfeftly at eafe in the water as on 
land. — ^The men were admirable divers } if they faw 
any thing at the bottom of the fea which attrafted 
their notice, they would jump overboard inftantly 
and bring it up. 

THEIR MARRIAGES. 

Thefe were probably no more than a civil con- 
trad, but at the fame time that kind of contraft 
which was regarded as inviolable.— They allowed a 
plurality of wives, but in general had not .more than 
two ; Ran Kook had three ; the King five, though 

not 
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not living together. — ^They did not appear to be in 
any degree jealous of them, permitting them to par- 
take of all their diverfiong, 

When a woman was pregnant, although fhe ac- 
companied her hufband, yet (he never flept with him, 
but always feparated at night j and this was uniform- 
ly pradtifed by all the fex, even among the lowed 
clafs of the inhabitants i and it was remarked, that 
during that period the utmoft attention was obferved 
to women In that fituation. — ^When any Chief ap- 
peared with his two wives, they ufually fat on either 
fide of the hufband, and the people feemed to pay 
them no other attention, but what is ufual in an in- 
tercourfe of the fexes, where the gteateft good man- 
tiers prevail. — One of our people, endeavouring to 
make himfelf agreeable to a lady belonging to one of 
the Rupacksy by what we fhould term a marked affi- 
(luity, jirra Kookery with the greateft civility, gave 
him te underftand it was not right to do fo. 

They name the children very foon after they are 
born ; this is moft probably done without any cere- 
mony. — One of Abba Thulle^s wives lay-in of a fon, 
at Pelewy during the time our people were at Oroo- 
long ; the King, out of his regard for Captain WiU 
forty named the little boy Capiaittj and afterwards in- 
formed Captain Wilfon of the circumftance. 
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THEIR FUNERALS. 

In the foregoing narrative an account hath been 
^ given of the ceremony obferved by Mr. Sharps at 
the interment of Raa Kcok's fon, in the ifland of 
Pethoulle. Mr. M. Wilfon^ at that time at Pelewj was 
prefent at another funeral, of a young man who had 
died of the wounds he had received in the fame bat- 
tle in which the King's nephew had loll his life. — 
The account he gave me of it was as follows : — ^That 
accidentally noticing a number of the natives going 
towards a fmall village, about two miles from the 
capital, and hearing that the King was gone thither, 
curiofity induced him to join the throng. When he 
got to the place, he found a great crowd, furround- 
ing a pavement on which Abba Thulle was feated^ 
The dead body was brought from a houfe not far 
diftant. The proceffion flopped as it pafled before 
the King, who, without rifmg from his feat, fpoke 
very audibly, for a fliort time, and then the procef- 
fion went on. — Whether what he faid was an eulo* 
gium on the departed youth, who had fallen in his 
country's fervice, neither of the linguifts being pre- 
fent, could not be afcertained ; but from the folemn 
manner in which the King delivered his fpeech, and 
the refpeftful filence with which the people liftened 
to him, it is by no m.eans improbable but that this 
was the purport of it. 

Mr. 
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Mr. M. Wilfon followed the body to the place of 
interment ; he obferved an elderly woman getting 
out of the new-made grave, whom he conceived 
might be the mother, or fome near relation, whom 
affection had drawn to the melancholy fcene, to be 
fatisfied that every thing was duly prepared.-^When 
the corpfe was laid in the earth, the lamentation of 
the women attending was very great. — It appeared, 
on this occafion, as well as at the funeral of Raa 
Kook*s fon, that no men, but thofe who conveyed 
the body, were prefent j thefe laft lad offices were 
left to the tendernefs of the weaker fex : the men 
only affembled round the body, before it was car- 
ried to the grave, where they preferved a folemn 
filence ; their minds, from principles of fortitude 
or philofophy, being armed to meet the events of 
mortality with manly fubmiffion, diverted from the ' 
external teftimony of human weaknefs. 

They had places appropriated to fepulture. Their 
graves were made as ours are in country church- 
yards ; having the mould raifed up in a ridge, over 
where the body was depofited. — Some had ftones 
raifed above them, with a flat one laid horizontally 
over, and furrounded by a kind of hurdle-work, to 
prevent any one from treading over them. 
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THEIR RELIGION. 

Tlicre are few people, I believe, among the lacc 
of men, %\hom navigation hath brought to our 
knowledge, uho have not fhewn, in fome inibnce 
or other, a feufe of fomething like religion, however 
it might be mixed with idolatry or fuperftition ; and 
yet cur people, during their continuance with the 
natives of PcUwy never favv any p irticul^ ceiemo- 
nies, or obftrrved any tl:ing that had the appearance 
of public worfliip. — Indeed, circumllanced as the 
En^!'.jh were, they had not enough of the language 
to enter on topics of this nature; and it might alfo 
have been indlfcreet to have done it, as fuch enqui- 
ries might have been mifconceiyed or mifconftrued 
by the natives. Added to this, their thoughts were 
naturally all bent on getting away, and preferving, 
whilfl they remained there, the happy intercourfe 
that fubfilled between them. 

Though there was not found, on any of the iflands 
they vifited, any place appropriated for religious rites, 
it wcuKI perhaps be going too far to declare, that 
the people of Pelew had abfolutely no idea of reli- 
gion. — Independant of • external ceremony, there 
m:iy be fuch a thing as the religion of the heart, by 
which the mind may, in awful filence, be turned io 
contemplate the God cf Nature ; and though un- 
blfcffcd by thofc lights which have pointed to the 
. Chriflian world an unerring path to happinefs and 

peace, 
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Dcace, yet they might, from the light of reafon only, 
lave difcovered the efficacy of virtue, and the tem- 
poral advantages arifing from moral reftitude. — -The 
reader will, by this time, have met with fufficient 
Dccurrences to convince him, that the inhabitants 
3f thefe new-difcovered regions had a fixed and 
rooted fenfe of the great moral duties ; this appear- 
ed to govern their conduft, glow in all their adions, 
and grace their lives.— Ariiing from fuch principles, 
we fee them laborious, induftrious, benevolent. In 
moments of danger firm, and prodigal of life ; und&r 
misfortunes patient; in death refigned — And if, 
under all thefe circumftances, he can conceive that 
the natives of Pelew paffed their extftence away, 
without Ibme degree of Confidence^ fome degree of 
Uope^ I have only to fay, his idea of mankind muft 
widely differ from my own. 

Superftition is a word of great latitude, and 
Vaguely defined; though it hath, in enlightened 
ages, been called the offspring of ignorance, yet in 
no times hadi it exifled without having fome con- 
nexion with religion. — ^Now the people of Pelew 
liad, beyond all doubt, fome portion of it, as ap- 
peared in the wifb expreffed by the King, when he 
few the fhip building, that the En^IiJh would take 
Out of it fome particular wood, which he perceived 
*hey had made ufe of, Imd which he obferved to 
Aem was deemed to be of ill-omen^ or unpropiticus. 
Z a They 
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They had alfo an idea of an evil fpirit, that often 
countera£ted human affairs; a very particular in- 
(lance of this was feen when Mr. Barker (a moft va- 
luable member in the EngUJh fociety) fell backward 
from the fide of the veffel, then on the ftocks; 
Raa Rook, who happened to be prefent, ob^ened 
thereupon, that it was owing to the unlucky wood 
our people had fuffered to remain in the veffel, that 
the evil fpirit had occafioned this mifchief to Mr. 
Barker. 

In the palTage from Pe/e%a to China, foniewhat 
was difcovercd in Prince Lee Boo, pretty fimilar to 
what is commonly ozWtA fecond Jight ; — at the time 
when he was fas before mentioned) very fea-fick, he 
faid how much he was concerned at the diftrefs his 
father and friends were feeling, who knew what he 
was then fuffering. — ^The fame anxiety operated on 
liim, on their account, when he perceived his dif- 
folution drawing near, as we fhall have occafion to 
mention hereafter. 

They certainly entertained fo ftrong an idea of 
Divination, that whenever anv matter of moment 
was going to be undertaken, they conceived they 
could, by fplitting the leaves of a particular plant 
that was not unlike our bull rufli, and meafuring the 
drips of this long narrow leaf on the back of their 
middle finger, form a judgment whether it would or 
would not turn out profperous : this was obferved 
by Mr. Af- Wilfon^ in hU firft vifit to the King at 

Pekw; 
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Telew ; and on enquiry was afterwards explained to 
the Englijh^ by the linguift, as being done to difco- 
ver if tUeir arrival foreboded good or ill fortune.^- 
It was noticed by feveral of our people, that the King 
recurred to this fuppofed oracle on different occafi- 
ons, particularly at the time they went on the fecond 
expedition againft Artingall^ when he appeared to 
be very unwilling to go on board his canoe, and kept 
all his attendants waiting, till he had tumbled and 
twifted his leaves into a form that fatisfied his mind, 
and predidled fuccefs. — Our people never obferved 
any perfon but the King apply to this Divination. 

It is hardly probable but the fond anxiety of a 
parent, on giving up a fon into the hands of ftrangers, 
who were to convey him to remote regions, of which 
he could form to himfelf but very imperfed notions, 
would, on fo interefting a point, induce him to 
examine his oracle with uncommon attention ; and 
it is as little to be doubted but that every thing wore, 
to his imagination, a profperous appearance. — Yet, 
to evince the fallacy of fiis prophetic leaves, they cer- 
tainly argued not the truth, nor prefented to the fa- 
ther's mind even a fufpicion, that the fon he parted 
^th he fhould fee no more ! 

On this fubje6l, I would further wifh to bring back 
to the reader's recoUeftion a few occurrences already 

noticed : As Raa Kook^ and others of the na- 

tives, were two or three times prefent when Captain 
^ilfon^ on a Sunday evening, affembled his people to 

read 
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read prayers to them, they exprefled no furprize at 
what was doing, but appeared clearly to underftand 
that it was ihe mode in which the EngHjh addieffed 
that invifihlc GoJ, whom they looked up to for pro- 
teSion ; an J, however d liferent their own notions 
might be, th^y attended the EngllJIo on thefe occafi.' 
ons \\ith great refpect, feeming delirous to join in it, 
and conilantly preferving the moft profound filence 
— the General never allowing the natives to fpeak a 
finglc word, and refufmg even to receive a meffage 
from the King, which arrived at the tents during 
divine fervice. 

The ceremony ufed by Raa Kook, after the ftine- 
ral of his fon, when he repeated fomething to hipi- 
felf whilft he was marking the cocoa-nuts, and the 
bujidle of beetle-leaves, which the old woman was 
to place on the young ifian's grave, had every ap- 
pearance of a pious office ; — and when he planted 
the cocoa-nuts, and fome other fruit-trees, on the 
ifland oi Or oolongs what he uttered in a low voice, 
as each feed was depofited in the earth, imprefled 
thofe prefent as the giving a benediftion to the future 
tree that was to fpring from it. — The King alfo, 
when he took leave of bis fon, faid a few words, 
which, by the folemnity they were delivered with, 
and the refpedful manner in which Lee Boo received 
them, induced all our countrymen to conceive it was 
a kind of blefTmg, 

I muft, 
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I muft, in this place, add a circumftance that pafled 
in converfation with Captain Wi/fon and Lee Boo^ after 
he had been fome time in England ; the former telling 
him, that faying prayers at church was to make men 
good, that when they died, and were buried, they 
might live again above (pointing to the fcy ) ; Lee 
Boo^ with great earneftnefs, TQ-^Yitd-^-^All fanie Pelew 
-"^Bad menjiay in earth — gQodmen go intojky — become 
very beautiful^ holding his hand in the air, and giv- 
ing a fluttering motion to his finger$. — ^This furely 
conveyed a ftrong idea, that th^y believed the fpirit 
exifted when the body was no more. 

After combining all thefe fads, and uniting them 
with the moral charaders of the people, the reader 
is left in a fituatjon to judge for himfelf findepen- 
dent of Lee Boo*s declaration) whether it is proba- 
ble that their lives could be conduced with that dcr 
cency we have feen, and their minds trained to fo 
ftrong a fenfe of juftice, propriety, and delicacy, 
without having fome guiding principle of religion. — r 
Thus much, at leaft, I think we may be authorized 
to aflfert — ^If all this was efFefted without it, it proves 
that the natives of Pelew had been happy enough 
not only to difcover, but to be perfedly convinced^ 
that Virtue was its own reward f 

GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE NATIVES. 

I fliall clofe this account of the Pelcw i^^nd^ with 
a few general remarks on the difpofition an4 charac- 
t-er of the natives. 

The 
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The condud of thefe people towards the EngRjh 
ivas, from the firfl to the laft, uniformly courteous 
and attentive, accompanied with a politenefs that 
furprized thofe on whom it was beftowed. At all 
times they feen^d io cautious of intruding, that on 
many occafions they facrificed their natural curiofity 
to that refpeft, which natiiral good manners appear- 
ed to them to exack. 1 heir liberality to the EngUjh 
at their departure, when individuals poured in all 
the bed th , had to give, and that of articles too 
of which thty had far from plenty themfelves, ftrong- 
ly demonftrated that thefe teftimonies of friendfliip 
were the efFufion of hearts that glowed with the flame 
of philant-iropy ; and when our countrymen, from 
want of llowage, were compelled to refufe liie fur- 
ther marks of kindnefs which were offered them, 
the intreating eyes and fupplicating geftures with 
which they folicited their acceptance of what they^ 
had brought, mod forcibly exprelfed how much their 
minds were wounded, to think they had not arrived 
early enough to have their little tributes of affeftiofl 
received. 

Nor was this conduft of theirs an oftentatious 
civility exercifed towards flrangers. — Separated as 
they were from the reft of the world, the charafter 
of a ftranger had never entered their imagination. 
—-They felt our people were diftrefled, and in con- 
fequence wifhed they fhould fhare whatever they 
had to give. It was not that worldly munificence, 

that 
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that beflows and fpreads its favours with a diftaiit 
eye to retribtttion — Their bofoms had neva: har- 
boured fo contaminating a thought — ^No; it was 
the pure emotions of native benevolence — ^It was 
the love of man to man. — It was a fcene tkit pic- 
tured human nature in triumphant colouring — And, 
whilft their liberality gratified the fenfe, their virtue 
ftruck the heart ! 

Our people had alfo many occafions to obfervc, 
that this fpirit of urbanity operated in all the inter-* 
courfe the natives had among themfelves. The atten- 
tion and tendernefs fhewn to the women was remark- 
able, and the deportment of the men to each other 
mild and affable; infomuch that, in various fcenes 
of which they were fpeftators, during their (lay oa 
thcfe iflands, the Englijhj never faw any thing that 
had the appearance of conteft, or paffion: every 
one feemed to attend to his own concerns, without 
interfering with the bufmefs of their neighbour, — 
The men were occupied in their plantations, or in 
cutting wood, making hatchets, line, or fmall cords : 
fome in building houfes or canoes : others in mak« 
ing nets and fifhing-tackle. The forming of darts, 
fpears, and other warlike weapons, engroffed the at- 
tention of many more ; as alfo the making of pad- 
dles for their boats, the faftiioning of domeftic uten- 
fik, and the preparing and burning the chinam. — 
Such as had abilities to conduft any ufefiil employ- 
ment were called by the natives Tackdbp j of this 

clafi 
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clafs were reckoned the people who built, or inlaid 
the canoes ; fucb alfo were thofe who manufa^hired 
the tortoife-fhell, or made the pottery. 

As induftry, however zealous, muft be flow in pro- 
ducing its purpofe, unaided by proper implements, 
and labour rendered exttemely tedious from this 
deficiency, yet, in regions where fuch advantages 
are denied, we do not find that the ardour of attempt 
ing is abated. A fteady perfcverance, to a certaifib 
degree, accompliflies the end aimed at ; and Euroj^ 
hath not, without reafon, been aftoniflied at the 
many fingular productions imported from the 
fouthen difcoveries, fo neatly and curioufly wrought 
by artlefs hands, unafliftcd but by fuch fimple tools as 
ferve only to increafe our furprize, when we fee how 
much they have eftetted. — Every man, by his daily 
labour, gained his daily fuftenance : neceflity impof- 
ing this exertion, no idle or indolent people were 
feen, not even among thofe whom fuperior rank 
might have exempted ; on the contrary, thqfe excflr' 
ed their inferiors to toil and aftivity by their own,- 
examples. The King himfelf was the beft maker of 
hatchets in the iflaftd, and was ufually at workwken« 
ever difengaged from matters of importance. — ^Eyei^ 
the women fharcd in the common toil ; they labouj-. 
ed in the plantations of yams, and it was their prOnJJi 
vince to pluck out all the weeds that fhot up from 
between the ftones of > the paved caufeways. They 
manufattured the mats and bafkets, as well as at- 
tended 
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tended to their domeftlc concerns. The bufinefs of 
tatooing was alfo carried on by them ; thofe who 
entered on this employment were denominated 
Tackelbys arthcilj or female artifts* — Their man- 
ners were courteous, though they were far from be- 
ing of loofe or vicious difpofitions ; — they in gene- 
ral rejeded conneftious with our people, and refent- 
edany indelicate or unbecoming freedom with a pro- 
per fenfe of modefty. 

In fuch fcenes of patiejit induftry, the years of 
fleeting life pafled on ; and the cheerful difpofition 
of the natives fully authorized our people to fuppofe, 
that there were few hours of it either irkfome or op- 
preflive. They were ftrangers to thofe paflions which 
ambition excites — to thofe caies '^ which affluence 
awakens. — Their exiftence appeared to glide along 
like a fmooth undifturbed ftream; and when the 
natural occurrences of life ruffled the furface, they 
pofleffed a fufficient portion of fortitude to recover 
foon its wonted calm. — ^l^heir happinefs feemed to 
be fecured to them on the firmeft bafis ; for the little 
which Nature and Providence fpread before them, 
they enjoyed with a contented cheerful nefs ; nor 
were their bofoms habituated to cherifh wiflies which 
they had hot the power of gratifying. And it will 
not fqrely be denied, that in civilized nations the 
error of a contrary conduct exhibits, among the 
inaftive, many melancholy repining countenances ; 
whilft it prompts more daring and uncontrouled fpi- 
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rits to aim at compafling their views by injuftice, or 
lapind, and to break down the facred barrier of fo* 
ciety. 

From the general charafter of thefe people, the 
reader, I fhould conceive, will be difpofed to ^low, 
that their lives do credit to human nature ; and that, 
however untutored, however uninformed, their 
manners prefent an interefting picture to mankind. 
—We fee a defpotic government without one fhade 
of tyranny, and power, only exercifed for general 
happinefs, the fubjefts looking up with filial reve- 
rence to their King. — And, whilfl: a mild govern- 
ment, and an aflFedionate confidence, linked their 
little ft ate in bonds of harmony, gentlenefs of man- 
ners was the natural refult, and fixed a brotherly and 
difinterefted intercourfe among one another. 

I am well aware, that in the expedition againft 
Pelelenvj the deftroying the houfes and plantations of 
the little ifland belonging to it, which the natives, 
through fear, had abandoned, as well as the killing 
thofe whom they captured in battle, are both of them 
circumftances which will appear to militate againft 
that humanity which, throughout this work, I have 
attributed to the people of Pelew. — Refpeding the 
firft, though the landing in an enemy's country, and 
fpreading devaftation and diftrefs, is by no means a 
praftice new in the annals of hiftory, political necejfttj 
qualifying the meafure ; yet in thefe regions it feem- 
^d alfo to militate fo much againft their accuftomed 
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maxim, never to take an enemy byfurprize^ but to give 
previous notice of a meditated attack^ that I am ftrong- 
ly inclined to think that this might have been a new 
art of war fuggefted to the King by the Malay favou- 
rite, as it totally contradifted that open generofity 
with which they at all times conduded hoftilities. 

As to their putting their prifoners to death, Raa 
Kooky on being cenfured for it by Captain JVilfon^ 
faid, // had not been always fo ; and, in affigning rea- 
fons for being compelled to do it, feemed to Ihelter 
the proceeding under the plea oi political necejftty. 

The number captured in any of their battles muft, 
from their mode of engaging, be at all times very 
trifling. In the mod confiderable engagement our 
people witneffed at Artingall^ no more than nine were 
made prifoners, which the natives accounted a great 
many ; nor were thefe put to death in cold blood, 
it rather might be called the clofe of the battle. It 
was generally the efFed of unfubfided paflion or re- 
venge, the terminating blow being, in mod cafes, 
given by fome one who had loft a near relation, or 
friend, in the battle, or was himfelf fuffering under 
the pain of a wound. Situated, befide, fo nearly as 
thefe iflands were to each other, it was next to im- 
poflible to detain their captives ; they had no prifons 
to confine them ; no cartel canoes to negotiate an 
exchange ; and, going about the ifland freely, the 
lives of the Sovereign, or his Chiefs, were at all times 
aflailable by any vindidive fpirit. 'they had, as the 
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General toIJ Captain Wiljln^ ineffeSually drove to 
detain them as menial fcrvants. Therefore, revolt- 
ing as the idea is, if they have, in this refpeck, adopt- 
ed a maxim which prevails among the InJia7i tribes 
in America^ and in the numerous ftates of Africa^ 
Cthough the number of Lives facrificed can never 
here be manyj one hath only to lament that political 
necejfity hath (in common with a multitude of other 
uncivilized countries) thrown a Ciade over thefe new- 
difcovered iilands. 

It fliould be the caution of evety writer, to endea- 
vour (o difarm criticifm, by meeting objeftions that 
may be made. — After the good difpofitions which the 
people of Pckw have been feen topoflefs, it may pof- 
fibly be faid, they were addifled to pilfering when 
opportunity offered ; a cenfuf e which many, I believe, 
have thought has been too feverely pafled on the poor 
inhabitants of the fouthtfrn ocean. — ^But in the Pelenjj 
xflands, it was never done but by thofe of the loweft 
clafs ; and whenever complaint was made of any thing 
being taken clandeftinely away, the King, as well a$ 
his Chiefs, confidered it as a breach of holpitality, nor 
could their indignant fpirits red till the article pur- 
loined was fearched for, and if found, reffored.— 
Should fome Eq/iern Prince, magnificently decorat- 
ed, accidentally, as he pafled along, drop a diamond 
from his robe, and were a poor peafant (^who kne\^ 
how great an acquifition it was) purfuing the fame 
traO, to fee it fparkling in the dull, where is that re- 
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fiftance, that felf-denial, which would go on and leave 
it untouched ? — A nail — a tool— -or a bit of old iron, 
was to them the alluring diamond. — They had no pe- 
nal ftatute againft petty larceny. They fought only 
the means of rendering eafier the daily toils of life, 
and compafling with facility that, which they impej- 
feftly accompliflied by unwearied perfeverance ! And, 
I am confident, the voice of reafon will unite with me 
in afferting, that they muft have been more than men, 
had they afted lefs like men. Virtuous in the ex- 
treme would be deemed that country, where the con- 
fcience of no individual, in the cool moments of re- 
flexion, could upbraid him with a heavier tranfgref- 
fion, than applying to his own ufe a bit of iron that 
lay before him ! 

In the name of humanity, then, let us judge with 
lefs rigour our fellow-creatures ; and, (hould any one 
be difpofed, for fuch trivial failings, to cenfure the be- 
nevolent inhabitants of Pekw^ that cenfure, I truft, 
for the fake of jullice, will never be paffed on them 
by thofe who live in civilized and enlightened nations 
— for Such muft be too well convinced of the ineffi- 
cacy of the beft-digefted laws, and the inability of 
their own internal police to reftrain the vices of man- 
kind, by obferving, that all which prudence can re- 
volve, wifdom pfan, or power enforce, is frequently 
unable to proted their Property by night, or their Per^ 
fons^ at all times, even under meridian funs, — They 
will refleft, that every bolt and bar is a fatire on fo- 
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dety ; and painfully recoiled, that it is not the daring 
plunderer alone they have to guard againft ; they are 
aflailable under the fmile of dijfembled friendfhip, by 
which the Generous and the Confiding are too often 
betrayed into a fituation beyond die (helter of any pro- 
teeing law ; a wound which, perhaps, more than any 
other, hath tortured the feelings of fenfibility ! 

Waiting, therefore, that long-expc£led aera, when 
civilization, fcience, and philofophy, (hall bring us to 
a more confirmed practice of real virtue, it becomes 
us to view with charity thofe enors in others, which 
wc have not as yet been able to correft in ourfelves. 

If the enlightened fons of Europe^ enjoying the full 
blaze of advantages unknown in lefs favoured regi- 
ons, have hitherto made fo flow an advance toward 
moral perfeilionj ^hey are furely pafling the feverefl 
cenfure on them/elves^ if they exped to find it in 
a happier manner approached by the dark and un- 
friended children of the Soutpern World! 



CHAPTER 



P ^HE NEW YORK 
P.:BLIC LIBRARY 



\^^0r?. LENOX 




J'rinceZMltMOO Seamd San cfAMMAlMlU 



\ 11 E TELE W xo ?'. AND 



C ii \ f T F -^ \Uf. 






" t'v'ia} '^ccu^ ^ ■ •■ jy '-^",k;i ] ^ cu.a' to "n people 
■ vcl! a« ( ^-\i . M --..u /r ■- :-.;■ J.:/- .:T- 



- .-n or '•''■ 
'!\ thetr. '^ ^ - 






-.-!s . 



- ;■ ■.....: .! nt cha- 
*.a; ' ?» • ■'"Vii. ;.'.:. -us idea 
'*" . c ' •. .'?, nr, more 



I'i 



:i' . i \vilil 



.^.V.J ll 



V . J < : •- I. J'w ,4iC 1« 



A A 



Itt 



&~ 



1 









•^'^v 







i' /';//'> 



z;^ Son;i?fAEjtA'jJ'^ - 



THE PELEW ISLANDS. 339 



CHAPTER XXvn. 

Anecdotes of Lee Boo, fecond Son of Abba Thulle^ 
from the Time of leaving Canton to his Death* 

Jrl AVING given a faithful narrative of all the 
material occurrences which happened to our people 
during the time they remained in the Pelew IJlands^ 
as well as fuch information concerning their pro- 
duce, manners, difpofitiori, way of life, and cha- 
tafter of the natives, as could be collefted in t at 
fpace of time, from the intercourfe our countrymen *» 

had with them ; Ifhall clofe this work with fuch 
anecdotes of Prince Lee Boo^ as I have received from 
feme of my particular friends who often faw him, 
added to thofelhavemyfelfbeenwitnefs of :-^nfig- 
nificant as the amount of the whole may be, yet I 
think them worth recording ;— from a trifling Iketch, 
or a mere outline, enough may be gained of cha- 
tafter, to convey to the mind no fallacious idea 
of the objed "aimed at. — In the prefent cafe, no more 
than ari outline can be delineated — ^Had not this 
youth, who came here almoil a ftranger to our Ian*, 
guage, and who lived more than five months with 
ws, been fnatched away fo foon to fill an early grave, ' 
I might have been enabled to offer the public a more 
finifhed pifture of him. 
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In the flight acquaintance made with him at Ma- 
rs^/and Canton^ he hath, 1 truft, interefted the reader 
by that ingenuous opennefs, which was the refuh of 
native fimplicity ; he is there feen in the charafter 
of a new- born creature, juft entering a world be was 
quite a ftranger to, darting his bewildered eyes on 
every fide, and folicited by fuch a variety of novelty, 
that ht knew not where to fix his attention. However 
beautiful, however fi:upendous the objefts may be 
which furround us, when they have been within our 
view through all the progreffive advance of early 
years, they infenfibly ceafe to engage our notice. — ^ 
The peafant, bred at the foot of jEtna ox the Andes^ 
fees, with indifference, thofe wonderful operariom of 
Nature, which feduce fo frequently from diftant 
countries the inquifitive traveller. — ^The cafe of Z.^ 
^ Rgo v/as diredlly other wife ; if I may be allowed the 

exprefTion, he was born at the fi:ate of manhood, with 
his mind in full vigour, and infiantly found himfelf 
cnconipufied by fcenes not only totally new, but to- 
tally beyond his conceptions— fcenes which to him 
were fo bordci ing on enchantment, they were fuffici- 
ent to have half overfet the inexperiertced faculties 
of our youTig traveller, had he not conftantly had h^ 
Meni(^ at bis elbow to clear up all his difHculties, 
nnint his judgment properly, and give him a juft ex- 
'' pVanatlon of whatever became an objcd of his aouce 
aKd furjjriac, ^ - • 
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We left them together, as the reader will recolleft, 
tn board the Morfe Indiaman^ purfuing their paffage 
to Europe ; he was treated with much kindnefs and 
attention by the Commander, Captain Eilioi^ and 
Lee Boo was fo courteous and pleafant during the 
whole voyage, that every one w^as ready to render 
him every fervice in their power. 

He was extremely defirous of knowing the name 
and country of every (hip he met at fea, and would 
repeat what he v/as told over and over till he had 
fixed it well in his memory \ and, as each inquiry was 
gratified, he made a knot on his Line; but thefc 
knots now having greatly multiplied, he was obliged 
to repeat them over every day to refrefh his memory, 
and often to recur to Captain Wilfon^ or others, 
when he had forgot what any particular knot referr- 
ed to. The officers in the Morfe^ with whom only • 
he aflbciated, when they faw him thus bufied with 
his L/'/zr, ufed to fay he was reading his journal. He 
frequently alked after all the people of the Oroohng^ 
^vho had gone aboard different lliips at China^ par- 
ticularly after the Captain's fon, and Mr. ^barp. 

He had not been long on the voyage before he fo- 
licited Captain Wiljon to get him a book, and point 
out to him the letters, that he might, when he knew- 
them, be inftrufted in reading ; all convenient op- 
portunities were allotted to gratify this wifli of his 
young pupil, who dlfcovered great readinefs in com- 
f rehending evei7 information given hiir , 

Aa 2 Oa ' 



) 

J 



34* AN ACCOUNT OF 

On arriving at Siint HiUnnj he was mvdi ftruck 
viih the fo'diers and cannon on the fortifications ; and 
the comin;^ in foon after of four Eng\fb men of war, 
afforded him a fight highly delighting, particularly 
thofe which had two tier of guns. It was explained 
to him that thefe kind of fiiips were intended only for 
fighting, and that the other veCels which he then law 
in the Bay were dcflined for commerce, to tranf- 
port and e change from one country to another its 
produce and manufaciures. — Captain BuIIer^ the 
Commander of his Majefty's (hip Tke Chafer^ had* 
the goodnefs to take him on board his own, and ano- 
ther Hjip, to let him fee the men exercifed at the 
^ great guns and fmall arms, which exceedingly im- 

preflTed his imagination. 

i ^n being carried to fee a fchool, he exprefled a 
wi(h that he could learn as the boys did, feeling his 
own deficiency in knowledge. 

lie dcfircd to ride on horfeback into the country, 
wliich he was permitted to do ; he fat well, and gal- 
loped, fl;ewed no fear of falling, and appeared highly 
pleafed both with the novelty and pleafure of the 
• excrcife. 

Vifiting^the company's garden, he noticed feme 
fi-.rvdy walks formed with bamboos arching overhead 
on lattice work. He was ftruck with the refrefiiing 
coohicfs they afforded, and obferved, that his own 
coimtrymen were ignorant of the advantages they 
nii^ht enjoy, faying, that on this ifland they had 
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but little wood, yet applied it to a good purpofe; 
that at Pelew they had great abundance, and knew 
not how to ufe it. — Adding, that when he went back, 
he would fpeak to the King, tell him how defeftive 
they were, and have men employed to make fuch 
bowers as he had feen. 

Such were the dawnings of a mind that felt its 
-own darknefs — and had the good-fenfe to catch at 
every ray of light that might lead hiin foxv.'ard to 
information and improvement i 

Before the Morfe quitted Saint Helena^ the LafceU 
les arrived, by which occurrence Lee Boo had an in- 
terview with his iirft friend, Mr. Sharp ; he had a 
fight ' of him from a window, and ran out with the 
utmoft impatience to take him by the hand 4 happy, I 

after fo long a feparation, to mee^ him ^gain, and ^ 

evincing by his ardour the grateful fendmeuts Jxe re- ^^ 
tained of the attention that gentleman had fliewn him. 

As he drew near the Britijb channel, the number 
of veffels that he obferved purfuing iheir different 
courfes, increafing fo much, he was obliged to give 
up the keeping of his journal ^ but wae ftiU very in- 
quifitive to know, whither they were failing.-^ WJien 
the Morfe got to the I/le ofWight^ Captain Wil/on^ his 
brother, the Prince, with feveral other paffengers, 
quitted her, and coming ina boat between theNeedles, 
arrived fafe at Portfmoutb \ht fourteenth of July iy%^ 
—On landing, the number and fize of the men of 
war then in harbour, the variety of houfes, and the 
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ramparts, were all objcfts of attTaSion ; he feemed 
fo totally abforbed in filent furprize, that he had no 
leifurc to alk any qiieflions.-^The officer of the Morfe 
charged with the difpatches fetting oiF immediately 
for Lofulcn^ Captain Wilfon^ impatient to fee his family, 
accompanied him, leaving his young traveller in the 
care of his brother, to follpw him by a coach, -which 
\vp.s to fet of}' in the evening. As foon as he reached 
tovvn, he was conveyed to the Captain's houfeat R(h 
iherhitbe^ where he was not a little happy to rejoin his 
adopted father, and in being introduced to his family. 
Though part of his journey had pafled during the 
night, yet, with returning day, his eyes had full em- 
ployment on every fide ; and when he was got to 
* what was now to be," for fome time, his deftined 

V.^ home, he arrived in all the natural glow of his youth- 

.s^ ful fpirits. Whatever he had obferved in filence^ 
was now eagerly difclofed. He defcribed all the cir* 
cumftances of his journey ; faid it was very pleafant 
— that he had been put into a little houfe, which 
was ran away with by horfcs — that he flept, but ftili 
\ras going onj and, whilft he went one way, the 
fields, houfes, and trees, all went another— every 
thing, from the quicknefs of travelling, appearing 
to him to be in motion. 

At the hour of reft he was (hewn by Mr. M. WiU 
fort up to his chamber, where, f©r the firft time, he 
faw,a four-poft bed ; he could fcarce conceive what 
\l meant — he jumped in, and jumped out aggin j felt 
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and pulled afide the curtains ; ^ot into bed, and then 
got out a fecond time, to admire its exterior form. 
At length, having become acquainted with its ufe 
and convenience, he laid himfelf down to fleep, hjl 
ing, that in England there ivas a houfe for every things 

It was not, I believe, more than a week after his 
arrival, when I was invited, by my late valued fri^^nd 
Robert Rajhieighj Efq-, to diimer, where Captain WH- 
fon, and his young charge, were ^xpefted. — Z.^ Bco 
then poflefled but very little Englijh^ yet, between 
words and aclion, made himfelf tolerably undcrftood, 
and feemed to comprehend the greater part of what 
w^s faid to him, efpeciaUy, having the Captain by 
him to explain whatever he did not cleady compre- 
hend. — ^He was dreft as an EngUjbman^ ;<2xcepting I 
that he wore his hair in the fafliioa of his xiaujitry ; 
appeared to be between nineteen and twenty y^ars of 
age, was of a middling ftature, and had a counte- 
nance fo fttongly marked with fenfibility and good- 
humour, that it inftantly prejudiced every oae in his 
favour ; and this couritenance was enlivened by eyes 
fo quick and intelligent, that they might 'really be 
faid to announce his thoughts and conceptions with- 
out the aid of language. 

Though the accounts I had previoufly received of 
this new man (as he was called at Macoa) \i2id greatly 
raifed my expeftations, yet when I had been a little 
time in his company, I was perfedly allonifhed at the 
jeafe ajjd gcntlenefs of his manners ; he was lively 

ami 



/ 



346 ANACCOUNTOF 

and pleafatit) and had a politenefs without form or 
reftraint, which appeared to be the refult of natural 
goodrbreeding. — As I chanced to fit near him at ta* 
ble, I paid him a great deal of attention, which he 
feemcd to be very fenfible of.^ — Many queftions were 
of courfe put to Captain Wi/fon by the company, 
conceruing this perfpnage, and the country he had 
brought hi •• from, which no European had ever 
yifited before j be obligingly entered on many parti* 
cular circumftances which were highly interefting, 
(poke of the battles in which his people had affifted 
(the King of Pelew^ and of the peculiar manner the 
natives had of tying up their hair when going to war ; 
Lee Booj whp fully underftood what his friend wa? 
I explaining, very obligingly, and unalked^ untied his 

V^ own, and threw it into the form Captain Wil/on had 

been defcribing^T-I inight tire the reader were I to 
enumerate the trivial oc(!:urrences of a few hours, 
rendered only of confeqpence from the Angularity of 
this young man's fituation ; fufEce it to fay, there 
was in all his deportment fuch affability and proprie- 
ty of behaviour, that when he took leave of the com* 
pany, there was hardly any one prefent who did not 
feel a fatisfa£tion in having had an interview with him. 
I went to Rotherhithe^ a few days after, to fee Cap- 
tain Wilfon ; Lee Boo was reading at a window, he 
recollefted m^ inftantly, and flew with eagernefs to 
the door to meet me, looked on me as a friend, and 
. ever after attached himfelf to me, appearing to be 

happy 
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Iiappy whenever we met together.— In this vifit I had 
a good deal of qonverfation with him, and we *mu- 
tually managed to be pretty well vinderftood by e^ch 
other; he feemed to be pleafed with jevery thing 
about him, faid. All jine (wniry^ fine Jlrest^ fine 
£oachy and houfe upoa houfe up to Jky^ putting alter- 
nately one hand above another, by which I found 
(their own habitations being all on the gi ound") that 
levery feparate ftory of oi^r buildings h^ at tj^at time 
iconfidered as % diftind houfc^ 

lie was introduced to feveral of the Diredors of 
the India Compmy^ t^ken to vifit many of the Cap- 
t^n's friends, and gradually (hewn nioft of the pub- 
lic buildings in the different quarters of the townj 
but his prudent <:ondua:or had the caution to avoid 
taking him to any places of public entertainment, 
lelt he might accidentally, in thofe heated reforts, 
catch the fmall-pox, a difeafe which he purpofed to 
inoculate the young Prince with, as foon as he had 
acquired enough of our language to be reafoned into 
the necefGty of fubmitting to the operation ; judg- 
ing, and furely not without good reafon, that by 
giving him fo offenfive and troublefome a diftemper, 
without firft explaining its nature, and preparing his 
xnind to yield to it, it might weaken that unbound- 
ed confidence which this youth placed in his adopt- 
ed father. 

After he had been awhile fettled, and a little ha- 
bituated to the manners of this coiintry, he was fern 

every 
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every day to an Academy at Rotherhithe, to "be in- 
ftrufted in reading and writing, which he was him- 
felf eager to attain, and moft affiduous in learning; 
bis whole deportment, whilft there, was fo engag- 
ing, that it not only gained him the efleem of the 
gentleman under whofe tuition he was placed, but 
alfo the affedion of his young companions ; — in the 
hours of recefs, when he returned to the Captain's 
houfe, he amufed the whole family by his vivacity, 
noticing every particularity he faw in any of his 
fchool-fellows, with great good-humour mimicking 
their different manners, fometimes faying he would 
have a fchool of his own when he returned to Pelevj^ 
end fliould be thought very wife when he taught the 

f great people their letters. 

\^^ He always addreffed Mr. Wilfon by the appellation 

\^*v.^of Captain; but never would call Mrs. Wilfon (to 
whom he behaved with the warmeft affedion) by any 
. other name than that of Mother^ looking on that as 
-a mark of the greateft refpeft. — Being often told he 
ihould fay Mrs. Wilforiy his conflant reply was, No^ 
no — Mother^ Motha\ 

Captain Wilfon^ wlien invited to dine with his 
friends, was generally accompanied by Lee Boo ; on 
-which occafions, there was fo much eafe and polite- 
nefs in his behaviour, as if he had been always habi- 
tuated to good company ; he adapted himfelf very 
readily to whatever he fav/ were the cuftoms of the 
country, a:id fully confirmed me in an opinion which 

I have 
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1 have ever entertained, that natural -good manners. 
is the natural refult of natural good fenfe. 

Wherever this young man went, nothing efcaped 
his obfervation ; he had an ardent defire of informa- 
tion, and thankfully received it, always expreffing a 
wifh to know by what means efFefts which he noticed, 
were produced, I was one day in company with 
him, when a )X)ung lady fat down to the harpficord, 
to fee how he was affeded with mufic ; he appeared 
greatly furprized that the inftrument could throw out 
fo much found ; it was opened, to let him fee its in- 
terior conftru^Slion, he pored over it with great atten- 
tion, watching how the jacks were moved, and feem^ 
ed far more difpofed to puzzle out the means which 
produced the founds, than to attend to the mufic that 
was playing. He was afterwards requefted to give 
us a Pekw fong ; he did not wait for thofe repeatec^ 
intreaties which fingers ufually require, but obliging- 
ly began one as foon as afked ; the tones, however, 
Were fo harlh and difcordant, and his breaft feemed 
to labour with fo much exertion, that his whole coun- 
tenance was changed by it, and every one's ears dun- 
ned with the horrid notes. From this fample of 
Pelew finging, it is not to be wondered, that a cho- 
rus of fuch performers had the effecl (as hath been 
related) of making our countrymen at Oroolong fly 
to their arms ;— it might, in truth, have alarmed a 
whole garrifon. — ^Though when he had been fome 
time here, be readily caught two or three Englijh 

fongs. 
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fongs, in which his n^oice appeared by no means in« 
harmonious. 

Lee Boo*s temper was very mild and compaffionate, 
difcovering, in various inftances, that he had brought 
from his father*s territories that fpirit of philanthro- 
py, which we have feen reigned there ; yet he at all 
times governed it by difcretion and judgmenit. — ^If he 
faw the young alking relief, he would rebuke them 
with what little Englijb he was mafter of, tdling theii^ 
it was a fhame to beg when they were able to work ; 
but the intreaties of old age he could never withftand, 
faying, mu/i give poor old man'-^-^ld man not dbk U 
work. 

I am perfedly convinced, that Captain Wil/on^ from 
the confidence which the King had lepofed in him, 
would hav^ held himfelf inviolably bound to proteft 
^ and ferve this young creature to the utmoft extent of 
^ his abilities ; but, independant of what he felt was 
due to the noble charafter of Abba ThulUy there was 
fo much gentlenefs, and fo much gratitude lodged at 
Lee Boo^s heart, that not only the Captain, but every 
part of his fiimily, viewed him with the warmeft fen- 
lim'ents of difinterefted affection. — Mr. H. Wilfon^ 
the Captain's fon, being a youth of a very amiable 
charader, and a few years younger than Lee Booy they 
had, durmg their voyage to, and flay in Chinay be- 
come mutually attached to each other, and meeting 
again under the father's roof, their friendlhip was ftill 
more cemented j the young Prince lopk^ pji him as 

^bro- 
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a brother, and, in his leifure hours from the Acade- 
my, W2fe happy to find in him a companion to con- 
verfe with, to exercife the throwing of the fpear, or 
partake in any innocent recreation. 

Boyanty the Malay^ whom the King fead fent to at-* 
tend on his fon, proving an unprincipled, diflioneft 
felk)w, Lee Boo was fo difgufted at his conduft, that 
he intreated Captain Wilfon to fend him back to Suma* 
ira (which he had learned was the Malay^s own coun- 
try) ; and Tom Rofe who had picked up a great deaf 
of the Pelew language, having got to England^ he wai 
engaged (from his tried fidelity) to- fupply his place; 
an exchange which gave great fatisfaftion to all 
partiesv 

Captain Wilfon being now and then incommoded 
with fevere head-achs, which were fometimes relieved 
by lying down on the bed ; on thefe occafions th 
feelings of Lee Boo^ were ever alaimed. He appeared 
always unhappy, would creep up foftly to his protec- 
tor's chamber, and fit filent by his bedfide for a long^^^ 
time together, without moving, peeping gently Irom 
time to time between the curtains, to fee if he flept, 
or lay eafy. 

As the anecdotes of this fingular youth are but 
fcanty, being all unfortunately limited to a very fhort 
period, I would unwillingly, in this place, withhold 
one, where his own heart defcribed itfelf. The Cap. 
tain having been all the morning in London^ after din- 
ner aflied his fon if lie had been ac fome place, he had, * 

before 
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before he went to town, directed him to call at> 
with a particular mcffage ? The fact was, the two 
young friends had been amufing themfelves with 
throwing the fpear, and the bufinefs had been totally 
forgotten.— Captain JVi/fon was hurt at th^ negled, 
and told his fon it was very idle and carelefs ; this 
being fpoken in an impatient tone of voice, which 
Lee Boo conceiving was a mark of anger in the fa- 
ther, Dipt unobferved out of the parlour. The mat- 
ter was inftantly forgotten, and fomething elfe talked 
^f, when Lee Boo being mifled, Harry Wiifon was fent 
to look after him, who finding him in a back room 
quite dejefted^ defired him to return to the family ; 
Lee Boo took his young friend by the hand, and on 
entering the parlour went up to the father, and lay- 
ing hold of his hand joined it with that of his fon, and 
^,^^^^^prelling them together, dropped over both thofe tears 
of fcnfibiiity, which his affcftionate heart could not 
on the occafioa fupprefs. 

Captain Wilfm and the young Prince dining with 
m2 early after his arrival, I was a(king how he was 
affocled by painting ; on mentioning the fubjeft, Dr, 
Carmichacl Smylbj whom I had requeded to meet this 
flranger, wiflied me to bring a miniature of n^ylelf, 
that we mvnn all thereby obferve if k (truck hirm; 
he took it In his hand, and indantly darting his eyes 
toward me, called out, Mi/pr Keate — very nieey verj 
gQQ(jl.'r-^\it Captain then afldng him, if he under HodJ 
' what it fig ilficd ? h^ replied, Lee Boo u.idir/iandwc'.l 
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^^ihat Mijfer Keate die — this Mijfer Keate live. — A 
treatife on the utility and intent of portrait-painting 
could not have better defined the art than this little 
fentence, 

Mrs, Wilfon defiring Lee Boo^ who was on the op- 
pofite fide of the table, to fend her fome cherries, per- 
ceiving that he was going to take them up with bis 
fingers, jocofely noticed it to him, he inftantly refort- 
ed to a fpoon ; but, fenfible that he had difcovered a 
little unpolitenefs, his countenance was in a moment 
fufFufed with a blufli, that vifibly forced itfclf through 
his dark complexion* 

A lady, who was of the party, being incommoded 
by the violent heat of the day, was nearly fainting, 
and obliged to leave the room ; this amiable youth 
feemed much diftrefled at the acccident, and feeing 
her appear again when we were fummoned to tea, his< 
enquiries and particular attention to her, as ftrongly 
marked his tendernefs, as it did his good-breeding. 

He was fond of riding in a coach beyond any other 
conveyance, becaufe, he faid, people could be carried 
where they wanted to go, and at the fame time fit and 
, converfe together. He fetmed particularly pleafcd 
at going to church, and, though he could not com- 
prehend the fervice, yet he perfedly underflood the 
intent of it, and always behaved there with remarka- 
ble propriety and attention. 

Captain WHfon kept him from going abroad, erccept 
to vifit friends, for thereafou alr.eady affigned, as alfo 

from 



^ 
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from another prudential confideratic^ that his miiuif 
might be tranquil » nor too much drawn off from the 
great objed in view, the attaining the langtiage, which 
would enable him to comprehend fully every purpof- 
cd information, and to enjoy better whatever he 
fhould then be (hewn. The river, the (hipping, and 
the bridges he was forcibly (truck with j and he was 
fcveral times taken to fee the guards exercifed and 
march in St. James^ park, a fight which gratified him 
much, every thing that was miKtary greatly engaging. 
hls attention. To a young creature, fifuated as he 
was, and whofe eye and mind were ever in queft of^ 
information, clrcumftances perpetually occurred, that 
at the time interefled thofe who were about him, but 
which at prcfcnt would be trefpaifing too much on the 
reader to mention. 

I went to* fee Ijim the morning aftef Lttnardt's fir/I 
afcent ia the balloon, not doubting but that I (hould 
liave found him to the greateft degree aftoni(hed at 
an exhibition v.hich had excited fo mtich curiofity 
even amongft ourfclves ; but to my great furprize,i{ 
did not appear to have engaged him in the leaft. He 
faid^ he thought it a 'very foolijh thirg to ride in thealf 
like a bird, when a man could travel fo much morepka'- 
fantly on horfeback or in a coach. — He was either not 
aware of the difpculty or hazard of the enterprize, 
or it is not improbable that a man flying up through 
the clouds fufpended at a balloon, might hive been 
ranked by hmi as a common occurrence, in a coun- 
try 
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tiy which was perpetually fpreading before him fo 
many objeds of furprlze. 

■Whenever he had opportunities-of feeing gardens, 
he was an attentive obferver of the plants arid fruit- 
trees, would afk many queflions about them, and 
fay, when he returned home, he would take feeds of 
fuch as would live and flourifli in Pelew ; talked fre^ 
quently of the things he fhould then perfuade the 
King to alter or adopt ; and appeared in viewing 
moft objeds to confider how far they might be ren^ 
dered lifefiil to his own couiitryi 

He wias now proceeding with hafty ftrides in gaining 
the jEwg-/j^ language, and advancing fo rapidly with 
his pen, that he woiild probably in a fliort time havd 
written a very fine hand, when he was overtaken by 
that very difeafej which with fo much caution had y 

been guarded againfti On the i6th of December ,^- ^ j 
he felt himfelf much indifpofed, and in a day or two 
after afn eruption appeared all over him.^— Captain 
Wilfon called to inform me of his uneafineis, and was 
then going to Dr, Carmichael Smyth^ to requeft he 
would fee him, apprehending that it might be the 
fmall-pox. 

Dr. Smyth^ ^with whofe profeflional abilities are 
united every accomplifliment of the fcholar and the 
gentleman, and whofe friendfhiplfeel a pride in ac- 
knowledging myfelf long poffefTed of defired me to 
go with him to Rotherhithe. When he defcended 
from Lee Boo*s chamber (where he rather wiflied me 
Bb not 
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Aot to go^ be told the family that there was not a 
doubt with refped to the difeafe, and was forry to 
add Twhat he thought it right to prepare them for) 
that the appearances were fuch as ahnoft totally pre*- 
eluded the hope of a favourable termination ; but 
that he had ordered whatever the prefent moment 
required. Captain Wilfon eameftly folicited the con- 
tinuance, if poffible^ of his vifits, and was ailured 
that however inconvenient the diftance, he would 
daily attend the iifue of the diftemper. 

When I went the fecond day, I fpund Mr. Sharp 
there, a gentleman fo often mentioned in the fore- 
going narrative, who, hearing of his young friend's 
illnefs, had come to affift Captain Wilfony nor ever 
ftirred from the houfe, till poor Lee Boo had yielded 
to his fate. 

The Captain having never had the fmall-pox him- 
felf, was now precluded going into Lee Boo*s room> 
who, informed of the caufe, acquiefced in being de- 
prived of feeing him, ftill continuing to be full of 
enquiries after his health, fearing he might catch the 
difeafe j but though Captain Wilfon complied with 
the requeft of his family in not going into the cham- 
ber, yet he never abfented himfelf from the houfe; 
and Mr. Sharp conftantly took care that every direc- 
tion was duly attended to, and from him I received the 
account of our unfortunate young ftranger during his 
Ulnefs, which he bore with great firmnefs of mind, 
never refufing to take any thing that was ordered for 

him, 
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him, when told thjtt Dr. Smyth^ to whofe opinion he 
paid the gteateft deference, defired it.— Mrs. Wilfon 
happening to have fome indifpofition at this time^ 
which confined her to her bed^ Lee Beoj on hearing of 
It, became impatient, faying, Wbaty Mother ill! Lee 
Boo get up to fee her ; which he did, and would go . 
to her apartment, to be fatisfied how flie teally was. 
On the Thurfday before his death, walking slcrofs 
the rooiiii he looked at himfelf in the glafs (his face 
being then much fwelled and disfigured) j he fliook 
his head, and turned awayj as if difgufted at \\\t 
own appearance, and told Mr. Sharp that his father 
and mother much grieve^ for they knew he w(is very 
fuk ; this he repeated feveral times.-^At nighty grow- 
ing worfe, he appeared to think himfelf in danger ; 
he took Mr. Sharp by the hand, and, fixing his 
eyes ftedfaftly on him, with eameftnefs faid, Gopd ^J 
friend^ ijuhen you go to Pelew^ tell Abba Thulle that 
Lee Boo take much drihk to make fmall-pox go away^ 
but he die i—^that the Captain and Mother (meaning 
Miftrefs Wilfon) very kind — all Englifli very good 
men ; — ^^as much forry he could notfpeak to the King 
the number of fine things the Englifh had got — ^Then 
he reckoned what had been given him as prefents, 
which he wifhed Mr. Sharp would diftribut^, when 
he went back, among the Chiefs j and requeiled that , 
very particular care might be taken of the blue glafs 
barrels on pedeftals, which he direded fhould be 
gu^ento the King. 

Bb 2 Poor 
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Poor Tom Rofsy who flood at the foot of his ydimg 
mafter's bed, was (hedding tears at hearing all this, 
which Lee Boo obferving, rebuked him for his weak- 
nefs, afking, Why Jhotdd be be crying fo becaufe Le< 
Boo die ? . • 

Whatever he felt, his fpirit was above complaining; 
and Mrs. Wilfmi^s chamber being adjoining to his own, 
he often called out to inquire if (he was better, al- 
ways adding, left (he might fuffef any difquietude on 
his account, Lee Boo do welly Mother. The fmall-pox, 
which had been out eight or nine days, not riling, 
he began to feel himfelf (ink, and told Mr. Sharf 
he was going away. His mind, however, remained 
perfeftly clear ^nd calm to the laft, though what he 
fuflFered in the latter part of his exiftence was fevere 
indeed ; the ftrength of his conftitution ftruggled 
long and hard againft the venom of his diftemper, 
till exhaufted nature yielded in the conteftT 

Dr. Smyth had the goodnefs^ every day on his re- 
furli from Rotherhithe, to inform me of the ftate 
of his patient, but never gave me any hope of his 
recovery. Being under an engagement, with my 
family^ to pafs a week at the boufe of my friend, 
Mr. Brook Waifon^ at Sheen^ (who was equally anxi- 
ous and alarmed as ourfelves for this amiable young 
man) I requefted the Dodor would have the good- 
nefs to continue to me his information. — ^The fecond 
day after I left town, I received the intelligence of his 
'death, which deeply affeded us all.— I cannot give 

an 
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an account of this melancholy event fo well as by 
tranfcribing Dr. Smyth's letter, by which it was con- 
veye4 to me. 

Monday, Dec. 27, 1784. 
My Dear Sir, 

It is an unpleafant talk for me to be the herald of 
bad news, yet, according to my promife, I muft in- 
form you of the fate of poor Lee BoOj who died this 
morning without a groan, the vigour of his mind 
and body refitting to die very laft. — ^Yefterday, the 
fecondary fever coming on, he was feized with a 
ihivering fit, fucceeded by head-ach, violent palpita- 
tion of the heart, anxiety, and difficult breathing ; 
he again ufed the warm bath, which, as forraerly, 
aflforded him a temporary relief j he had a blifter 
put on his back, which was as inefFedual as thofe 
applied to his legs. He exprefled all his feelings to ^ 

me, in the moft forcible and pathetic manner, put 
my hand upon his heart, leant his head on my arm, 
and explained his uneafinefs in breathing ; but when 
I was gone he complained no more, fhewing that he 
complained with a view to be relieved, not to be 
pitied. — ^In fhort, living or dying he has given me 
a leffon which I fhall never forget ; and furely, for 
patience and fortitude, he was an example worthy 
the imitation of a Stoic / — I did not fee Captain Wi/fon 
yfhtii I called this morning, but the maid-fervant 
^as in tears, and every perfon in the family wore 
thg face of grief j poor Lee Bog's afFedtionate tem- 
per 
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per made every one look upon him as a brother'or 
a child. — Compliments to the ladies, and to Mr, 
Wat/on; who, I make no doubt, will all join in re* 
grettipg the untimely end of pur poor Prince. — ^From 
you, my friend, fomething more will be expeftedj 
and, though you cannot bring him back to life, you 
are called upon (particularly confidering his great at-i 
tachment to you) not to let the memory of fo much 
virtue pafs away unrecorded.r-rBut I am interrupted 
in thefe melancholy reflexions, and have only time 
tq affure you of (what will never pafs away but with 
myfelf^-the fmcere friendftiip of your affeSionate, &c. 
JA^ gARMICIf AEL SMYTH. 



Captain Wilfon notified to the India Houfe the uHr 
fortunate dea^h of this young manj and received 
orders to condyft evefy thing with proper decency 
refpeding his funeral. He was interred in Rother' 
hithe church .yard, the Captain and his brother at- 
tending. All the young people of the Academy 
joined in this teftimony of regard ; and the concourfe 
of people at the church was fo gr^at, that it appearr 
ed as if the whole parifh had affembled to join in 
feeing the laft ceremonies paid to one who was fa 
much beloved by all who had known him in it. 

The India Company^ foon after, ordprgd a tomb to 
be erefted over his grave, with the following infcripi 
tion, which I have tranfcribed from it : 

To 
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To the Memory 
of Prince Lee Boo, 
A native of the Pelew, or PaloS Iflands ; 
and Son to Abba Thulle, Rupack or King 

of the Ifland Coorooraa ; 

who departed this Life on the 27th of December 1 784, 

aged 20 Years ; 

This Stone is infcribed 

by the Honourable United East India Company, 

as a Teftimony of Efteem for the humane and kind 

Treatment afforded by ms Father to the 

Crew of their Ship the Antelope, 

Captain Wilson, which was 

wrecked off that Ifland in 

the Night of the 9th of Auguft 1783, 

Stop, Reader, flop ! — let Nature claim a Tear— 
A Prince of Mine^ Lee Boo, h'es bury'd here. 

Among 
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Among the little property which he left bdiind, 
befide what he ha4 particularly requefted Mr. Sharp 
to convey to his father and ftiends, there were 
found, after his death, the ftones or feeds of moil 
of the fruits he had tailed in EnglaTid^ careftdly and 
feparately put up, — And when one conliders that 
his (lay with us was but five months and twelve 
days, we find, that in the midfl of the wild field of 
novelty that encompaflfed him, he had not been ne- 
gledful of that which, before his departure froni 
Pelewj had been probably pointed out to him as a 
principal matter of attention. 

From thefe trifling anecdotes of this amiable youth^ 
cut off in the moment that his charafter began to 
bloflbm, what hopes might not have been entertain-; 
cd of the future fruit fuch a plant vw>uld have pro- 
duced! — ^He had both ardour and talents for im- 
provement, and every gentle quality of the heart to 
make himfelf beloved ; fo that, as far as the dim 
fight of mortals is permitted to penetrate, he mighty 
had his days been lengthened, have carried back to 
his own country — not the vices of a new world — ^but 
thofe folid advantages which his own good fenfe 
would have fuggefted, as likely to becon^e moft ufe^ 
ful to it. 

But — how carry back ? — That ewnt depended not 
on himfelf; — a naked, conjiding {iv^nger — he trufted 
implicitly to others, and left the protedling arms of 
^ father without apprehenfioii— -without ftipulation. 
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I— The evening before the Oroolong failed, the King 
alked Captain Wilforij how long it might be before 
Jiis return to Pelew ? and being told, that it would 
probably be about thirty moons, or might chance to 
lextend to fix more, Abba Thulle drew from his 
bafket a piece of L//^, and, after making thirty knots 
on it, a little diftance from each other, left a long 
fpace, and then adding fix others, carefully put it by. 

As the flow but fure fteps of Time have been 
moving onward, the Reader's imagination will figure 
the anxious parent reforting to this qherifhed re* 
membrancer, and with joy untying the earlier re* 
cords of each elapfing period ; — as he fees him ad? 
vancing on his Lw, he will conceive that joy re^ 
doubled; — and, when nearly approaching to the 
thirtieth knot, almoft accufing the planet of the 
pight for palling fo tardily away. 

When verging towards the termination of his 
lateji reckqning, he will then pifture his mind glow? 
ing with paternal afFeaion,'*occafionally alarmed by 
doub^ — ^yet (till buoyed up by hope ; — he will fancy 
him pacing inquifitively the fea-fhore, and often com-* 
ynanding his people to afcend every rocky height, 
^nd glance their eyes along the level line of the hori- 
zon which bounds the furrounding ocean, to fee if 
haply it might not in fome part be broken by the 
diftant appearance of a returning fail. 

Laftly, he will view the good Abba Thulle j wearied 
put by th^t expeftati9n, whicl^ fo ma^y returning 

moons. 
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moons, fince his reckoning ceafed^ have by this time 
taught him he had nouriflied in vain. — But the Rea- 
der will bring him back to his remembrance, as 
armed with that unfhaken fortitude that wa3 equal 
to the trials of varying life. — ^He will not in him^ as"' 
in lefs manly fpirits, fee the paflions rufliing into'op- 
pofite extremes— H(?^^ turned to Defpair^-Affe^ion 
converted to H^/r^^.— No— After fome allowance 
for their natural fermentation, he will fuppofe them 
all placidly fubfiding into the Calm of Refignation !— 

Should this not be abfolutely the cafe of our 
friendly King — as the human mind is far more pain- 
cd by uncertainty than a knowledge of the worjt — 
every reader will lament, he fhould to this moment 
remain ignorant, that his long-lookqd for Son can 
return no more. 

At Rome^ the life of one x:itizen faved, gave a 
claim to the civic wreath — At Pelew^ fo piany of 
our countrymen refcued from diftrefs, and by Abba 
Thulle^s protedion and benevolence, not only faved 
from inevitable deftruftion, but enabled to re- 
turn in fafety to their families and friends, hath fure 
a ftronger claim to a wreath fron^ Britijh Gratitude! 
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Arracat 


A man. 


Artheil 


- A woman. 


Nalakell . ' - 


A child. 


Rupack ^ 


- A Chief, or title of nink# 


Cattam 


A father. 


Catheil - 


A mother. 


Morwakell * 


A wife. 


Talacoy ^ 


- A male inifent. 


Sucalic 


A friend. 


Takelby 


- A workman, or artificer. 


Botheluth 


The head, 


Ungelell - 


The teeth. 


Kimath ^ 


The arms. 


Kalakalath 


The body. 


Arrajfack - 


Blood, 




Orodfock ^ 
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Oroofock 


Bones. 


Toot 


- A woman's breafts. 


Cokeeth 


The thighs- 


Playe 


A dwelling-houfe. 


Pye - . 


A public hall, or large koufe. 


Morabalnv 


A town. 


Poderay 


Home, a man's dwelling. 


( Trir - , 


A fpoon. 


Oyle/s 


- A knife. 


Pewell 


A cup. 


S>mll 


A bafon. 


Tawr 


. Plates, or difhes , 


Koluck 


. Oil. 


Aleuifs 


- Cocoa-nuts. 


Cocow « 


Yams. 


Cojall 


• Turmeric, 


Pook 


- Beetle-nut,. 


Curra Curra 


-r Lemon. 


Too - t 


Plantains or bananas. 


Caboo 


- Cabbage 5 /. e. the head of tho 




cabbage-tree. 


Elouth • 


- Molofles. 


Outh > 


• A torch*, 




> Kati 



* As the tprches at Pblew have been frequently mentioned, 

and by accident omitted in their proper place, Imuft notice them 

here to defcribe them — On being analyfed, they appear to be I 

^<Sin milled with fmaU pieces of i^^od — ^This Refin is probably 
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ENGLISH. 


Katt 




Smoke. 


Karr 


m m 


Fire* 


Cattow 


- 


A cat. 


Pyaap 


- 


A tat. 


Cokall - 




An ifland. 


Paatbe 


• • 


A rock. 


Colocol 


0k » 


. A fand, or fhoal, in the fea. , 


Cootoom 


• 


Earth or land fit for cultivatioiu 


Arral , 


i* at 


Frefli water. 


Garagar 


- 


- Wood; i.£. trees. 


Atbagell 


- ' 


- Bamboo. 


Meyrooke 


• 


Rattans. 


LilU 


- 


Spears or darts. 


Mell 


- 


. A leaf of a tree, bufli, or plant* 


Mallaeye 


-^ 


A canoe, or boat. 


Coybattle 


m m 


A mad. 


Tarfe •• 




. A fail. 


Peeforfe 


- 


A paddle, or oar. 


Difoma 


• 


The bottom piece of the out- 
rigger. 


Beefakell 


* 


The fliell ornaments of the ca- 
noes. 
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the exudation of feme tree; but it is uncertain, whether the wood 
18 fmall bitt of bark, which inevitably, in fcraping it off, mix with 
the Reiin, or whether they are purpofely joined with it to fupply 
the place of a wick, and render it lefs liable to run and difTolre 
haftily like a dick of wax. They have long leaves twined and 
tied round them, to prevent their flicking to the hand. — ^When 
lighted, they afford an agreeable fmclU 

Ci/l 
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Gill 


A rope. 


Cray 


Small line, or cord. 


Ougutb 


A fifliing-net. 


Poop 


Fifliing-pots, or bafWs, made of 




fplit bamboo. 


Tboup 


» The fea- 


Neekell 


Fifli- 


Cwnatbuck Neekell 


Fifli-fcales. 


Arool 


Skalte, or large fiat-fifli. 


Cojfacurra 


The common cockle. 




Ditto} the flutings of this 


Kerthough 


. cockle-lhell are circular, not 




radiated- 


Kim 


Kima^ockle. 


Kijfuruck - 


The mother of pearl fhell. 


Aawell 


- Turtle. 


Craabrutell 


Cray-fifli, or lobfter. 


Cockiyoou 


Birds. 


Cyep . 


Pigeons. 


Malk 


A fowl. 


Doothuck 


The tropic-bird. 


Oleek 


Large bat, or flying-fos:* 


Ktefe 


• Eggs. 


Bujhook 


Feathers, or quills. 


Sweebuc 


To fly. 


Mungeegy . - 


To fwim. 



Coyofs 
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Coyofs - - The fun. 

Cills - - To be fun-burnt, or bliftered. 

Pooyer - - The moon* 

Abbthduk - Stars. 

Meefixs - Seven ftars, or Pleiades^ 

Tangle - - Sky. 

Tabbatb - Clouds. 

Koyyoou - - Wind. 

Katt akatt - Fog, hazy or thick weather ; /. i* 

literally fmoky. 
Kull - - Rain. 
Kull akoyyoou - Wind and rain, a fqualU 
Myoofook - Little wind, or a r^/;w. • 

Coreowe - Lightning. 

Thdrum - Thunder. 

Pajfapaffoo - Repeated claps of thunder. 
Efaiv - - Rainbow. 
Cocook - - Day. 
OJfmethellaa - Mid day, or noon. 
Cotharaa trioook - Afternoon, or evening. 
Cappafay - Night. 
Olongkalla allakath Day-light, or dawn. 
Melgull - Darknefs. 

Peeleelurattle - Morning, or fun-rife. 
Coteookell acoyofs - Sunfet. 

Coltbtt 
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Coltbo coyofs 


m 


Yefterday. 


Mogall * 


a 


Burning hou 


Macraffem 


fc 


Cold. 


Maihrabitb 


- 


Hunger. 


Munga 


- 


To eat. 


Melim 


* 


To drink. 


Meethinggijs 


• 


To be fatisfied with eating* 


Thomor acocook 


. Breakfaft* 


Weetacallell acoyofs 


Dinner. 


Comofoy 


- 


Supper. 


Mijfeeowe 


- 


To cook, to dreft viduals* 


Moringougb 


- 


To broil viduals. 


Mieake 


- 


A fweetmeat made of almonds 
and moloffes. 


Sopojup 




A fweetmeat made of a fmall root 
like a turnip. 


Kalpatt 


A 


A fweet pudding made of boiled 
yams and moloffes. 


Woolelt 


* 


A fweetmeat made of fcraped co- 
coa-nuts and moloffes. 


Mathingaa 


* 


Mouldy* 


Mqkoot - 


- 


Rotten. 


Riamall 


- 


The wild bread-fruit* 


Kuthull 


- 


The Jamboo apple. 


Othough 




Beads. 


Clootie 


• 


To cough. 

Ognofi 
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Ognofs 
Suampepak 
Gurragur 
Maim 
Puckafoogel # 

Cootbung <- 

Thingaringer 



Motur 
Merengell 
Ellmangle 
Adapat 

Parr 

Moopat 
Peekeeifs 
Moraile , 

Arramooroot 
Mooboo V 

Cockame^ 

Momtbocar 



LEW LANGUAGE. 

ENGLISH. 

To fneeze. 

- To be pleafed, or glad. 
To laugh, 

- To play, to toy. 
To deceive, to fpeak or afl: in 
joke, or doubtfully. 

- Wife, or cunning — as Cootbung 
arracaty a wife man. 

f. Foolifh, or a fool — as Thingan 
ringer ariheil^ a foolifli wo* 
man. 
To be angry. 
To b^ in pain, 
Tpcry; 

To lay down to fleep, i. €» tp go 
to reft. 
- ' A mat to fleep on^ 

To fleep. 
. Tq aw4ke from fleep. 

To walk. 
• Tq run, or make haftCf 
To fall down. 
To take care, /, e. not to flip or 

fall in walking. 
To arife from where you are fit- 
ting, to move out of that 
place, 

C ^ AmmQ 



i7f. 
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Amuno 


Come in, r. ^. come into a houfe^ 




(an invitatioB or re<|udLj 


Bomgeeaye 


Sit down* 


Pore<nve 


To (loop doxim. 


KoojTuzcatT T 


To exdnmge, to baiter, to git^ 




one tbing for another. 


Islocoy 


To talk. 


Moraamaw 


To cheer, to huzza. 


Arrah - 


To call to a perfon at a diftancc. 




as halloo ! 


Mora mef ' - 


Come to me. 


Mathack - 


Don't be afraid. 


Ongeelatrecoy 


Means that a thing or baftnefe fe 




well done. 


Mungou - 


To fetch, to bpng fomedMg 




granted. 


Kiboieleck 


The right fide. 


Kibotelem - 


The left fide. 


Annabook^etb 


• To give any thing, to make 4 




prefent. 


Ackmethack 


Thank yon. 


Atalell 


What is the name ? 


Aygaa 


This thing, pr that thing* 


Kitra ^ 


What is it called? 


Swallow 


A mat balket. 


Cahs t 


A fmall ditto. 
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Kijffeem 


An ad^e or hatchet, made of 




flielL 


Sous * «i 


Signifies a file made of fiflv 




Ikin. 


Carut^ 


The dfefs worn by the wo- 




men. 


Mulakoiv 


To wafli any thing, or them* 




felves. 


Malapall 


To wa(h dr wipe the hand after 




eating. 


Mooreollow ♦ 


To clean, to fweep a room. 


Mootteetut . * 


Tq work, or labour. 


Meeleemoth 


To throw water out of a boat or 




veiTel. 


Morofoock 


To beat, as with a hammer, or 




to pound, as in a mortar* 


Mafaketh 


To reduce, to make lefs. 


Matheethy 


To enlarge, to make bigger. 


Marafam 


To repair, to mend any thing. 


Bomgeetee 


To throw any thing away. 


Meeleekotuck 


To ftrike, to give a blow. 


Aclaloo 


. To pilfer, to take any thing 


- 


ilily. 


M(Jiamqi 


War, to fight. 


Cocuath 


Fighting as children. 


Umkarr 


Wounded. 




C c 2 Umkarr^ 
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Umkarra lills 


> A wound rtiade by a fpear« 


Mat bee 


-KUled. 


Maatbey 


Dead. 


Moraick 


Sick. 


Tboo ^ 


A bi!e or blotch. 


Moringell 


To be in pain from a bile or 




blotch. 


Macekaihe 


To itch. 


Melgotb 


To tattoo ot maf k the body and 




limbs. 


Protbothuck 


Their wooden fword. Bee Plate 




n.fg. I. 


Clowe 


Large. 


Owmuckell 


A thing of a middling fize. 


Kickaray 


Small. 


Koomangle 


Long. 


Catbcp 


Shorts 


Merow 


A meafure, anfwerinig to our 




fathom. 


Croyeeib 


A great diftance. 


Icmatbe 


A fhort diftance. 


Pcefack 


A great many, abundance. 


Soluy Sola 


Enough, plenty, generally fpokt 




twice ; as Sola^ Sola^ enough, 




enough. 


Moofefs 


Too much of any thing. 


1 


Moo/e/s 

• 
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Moofe/s akoyyoU - 


Too high a wind* 


Aaa 


Yes. 


Beak 


No. 


Naak 


. Me, myfelf. 


Ktnv 


-You. 


Arrabeeta 


The other fide of any thing* 


Oleeakeck 


High, or above. 


Oleeakem 


Low, or downwards. 


Mungeet 


Not good. 


Wed , 


' Good. 


We el at re coy 


Very good. 


Mogull 


Bad, or difpleafing. 


Omacarew 


To turn or tack, as a fliip or 




boat. 


Joomgthcoiooath - 


To caulk, or ftop aleak. 


yoomgth 


Their oakum, made of cocoa- 




nut hulks. 


bebufs 


. To defert or forfake a place or 




perfon. 


Moraketb 


Means for a perfon to go before 




to fome place. 


Maouth 


Means that you will follow and 


- 


join them. 


Ago mey 


. Means go away, or out of my 




fight, being difpleafed with 




the 
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tbe perfon to whom it jx 




fpoke* 


Deaiaiick 


A dillike of what is offered you. 




or dedaradon that jou will 




not accqn it. 


0-:cL . 


It will do, it is very welL 


Oulmey 


Give me that thing near you, or 




in your hand. 


Deegaa 


I have not what is afked iat. 


Morakattow 


Go away, ftand afide, keep at a 




diHance* 


Mey 


Come. 


Fomrof 


- To go away. 


Calakaa 


Prefemly. 


Mayfackarangatb 


Give me that« 


Ley mey 


Bring me that. 


Meemathljfa 


Let me look at it. 


Mifak 


To look out, to efpy. 


Mereacrick 


To fcarch, to look for a thing 




loft. 


Myyufs 


> To paddle a canoe. 


Lagoorutb 


To paddk laft. 


JrreCy Arree 


Signifies to the men in the ca- 




noes to exert themfelv^s. 


Morru 


To hinder work, to impede it. 


Qalm • 


To give a portion of provifion to 




each Chief or family at a feaft. 


- ' 


Arrack 
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Arrack 


• To ftop. 


JMeefdos 


» To make obeifance, to ftoop to 




a CSiiet 


Meethip ^^ 


* Broke like a flick or piece of 




wood, purfofely. 


Mooroohm •- 


Broke like a piece of pottery or 




fhell, faJHng to the ground. 




accidentally^ 


^elocketh 


Broke like a rope by tenfioiu 


Arrafook •• 


A white ftone* 


Coreick 


- Red, 


Kowfe 


- White, 


Kafs 


^ Black, 


Coteetow 


. Blue. 


MeelemQw 


Greeiu 


Kootboo 


Yellow, 


Careereeack 


- Brown, 


Theilmuck 


- Peace. 


Tong 


- One, 


Oroo 


. Two, 


Qthey 


^ Three, 


Oang 


- Four, 


Aeem 


- Five, 


Malong 


- Six. 


Oweth 


Seven, 


Tei 


^ Ei^ht* 



1^100 
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Etew 


NZDC 


Miuhsib 


Ten. 


OlTpuk 


- Twenty. 


Qckmhcj 


Tliirty. 


Ochnvaugb 


Forty. 


Ochcem 


. T&^. 


Ockg::icm 


Sixty. 


Ockgzuectb 


Seventy. 


Ockeye 


Eighty. 


Ociaiuew 


Ninety. 


VLachnb adart « 


Abmidred. 
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which Natural Philofophy owes its prefent amazing Progrefsj he has 
done a great and important Service to Science^ which will probably 
be attended with valuable EffeSls ; and he has pointed out the proper 
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